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BS4409 PRIVATE J. SHACKLE, 4TH HUSSARS (THE PRE-1861 4TH LIGHT 
DRAGOONS), WHO DIED AT SCUTARI AFTER BEING INVALIDED 
THERE FOLLOWING THE BATTLE OF BALAKLAVA. Crimea Medal, 3 
clasps, Balaklava, Inkermann, Sebastopol (renamed, impressed in plain block 
capitals: 985 PTE J. SHACKLE. 4TH. HUSSARS.). Good Very Fine to 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts British Army World Wide Index for 
1841 and 1851, extract from Lumis & Wynn's "Honour the Light Brigade" and
copied medal rolls (3, one roll for the medal and two for the clasps) confirming
medal and clasps, including the Balaklava clasp.

John Shackle enlisted into the 4th Light Dragoons in 1838. He is recorded in 
the 1841 World Wide Index as being present with the 4th Light Dragoons at 
Kirkee in India (the 4th Light Dragoons saw service in India from 1822 to 
1842), and in the 1851 World Wide Index as serving with the 4th Light 
Dragoons in Dublin. The medal roll confirming Shackle's entitlement to the 
Crimea Medal, dated "Camp Balaklava January 7th 1855"  (approximately 10 
weeks after the action at Balaklava, 25/10/1854) records Shackle as having 
been at the port city of Varna  in the Turkish province of Silistria (now in 
modern-day Bulgaria),  on 20th September 1855. Varna was the British 
forward naval base and army transit camp on the western Black Sea coast, 
some 290 miles from the Crimea, and Shackle is one of a number of men on 
that medal roll for the 4th Light Dragoons recorded as being at Varna on that 
date, presumably a draft of men on the way to the Crimea to join their 
regiment. which had landed in the Crimea as a unit earlier that month. The 
medal roll for Shackle's Sebastopol clasp, dated "Scutari, December" 
(presumably 1856) confirms that he "Died 16th July" (again, presumably 
1856). On both these medal rolls the entries for Shackle are endorsed "WO", 
indicating that his original medal was sent to the War Office for forwarding to 
Shackle's next of kin. 

Shackle is listed in Lummis & Wynn's "Honour the Light Brigade", but is not 
recorded in Roy Dutton's "Forgotten Heros, The Charge of the Light Brigade" 
as having taken part in the charge at Balaklava.

Not Shackle's original medal, but interesting none the less.

The naming on this medal would date to 1861 onwards, since the 4th Queen's 
Own Light Dragoons did not become the 4th Queen's Own Hussars until 1861.

£350 €420.00

BS4213 CARIB  WAR MEDAL 1773, silver, unnamed, as issued. Cast and chased, as 
usual, fitted with a small silver ring for suspension, 55mm diameter, excluding 
ring suspender, weight 59.6g. Very Fine.

This rare medal was issued by the Legislative Assembly of the island of Saint 
Vincent in the Carribean to members of the island's militia and local 
volunteeers who took part in the campaign against the local native population, 
after the Caribs had been encouraged to rebel against the British settlers by 
French settlers on the island. Fighting broke out initially in 1769, when the 
Carib population, led by Chief Joseph Chatoyer defended the windward side of
the island against a British military survey expedition in 1769. Intermittent 
fighting erupted into a full-blown military campaign in 1772, which the Caribs 
also successfully resisted. The fighting prompted an enquiry in London which 
resulted in orders being issued for the ending of the campaign. A peace 
agreement was signed in 1773, partitioning the island, with the Caribs 
retaining the windward side of the island and the British settlers the leeward 
side.

£1650 €1980.00
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BS4214 DAVISON'S NILE MEDAL 1798, bronze (edge officially impressed: A 
TRIBUTE OF REGARD FROM ALEXr. DAVISON ESQr. ST. JAMES'S 
SQUARE). An attractive example, Almost Extremely Fine.

£450 €540.00

BS4215 SERINGAPATAM MEDAL 1799, pewter, Soho striking, 48mm, silver claw 
and steel jump ring suspender (unnamed, as issued). Small nick (test mark?) in
reverse field, otherwise Extremely Fine, with much original lustre, an 
attractive example.

£625 €750.00

BS3901 COORG MEDAL 1837, A RARE ORIGINAL STRIKING, silver, 50mm, with
original silver loop and steel split ring suspension. A good example of the 
original striking of this medal, as awarded to native troops who remained loyal
during the Canara Rebellion of 1837. Scattered light surface marks overall and
some minor rim bruises, otherwise attractively toned and Almost Very Fine. 

Original strikings of this medal are very rare. Much more so than the later re-
strikes which, though struck from the original dies, were produced much later 
than the original medals for sale to collectors (for details of how to distinguish 
originals from re-strikes, see British Battles and Medals (page 208). 

The original strikings of these medals were much prized by the men to whom 
they were awarded, and worn on a regular basis, often over a period of many 
years. As a result, original strikings are usually encountered in very worn 
condition. The example offered here is an attractive specimen, and not as 
heavily worn as often seen.

According to Dalrymple-White, this medal was awarded to four men of the 
73rd Foot (the post 1880 2nd Battalion The Black Watch).

£1650 €1980.00

BS4428 PRIVATE (LATER ACTING SERGEANT) JOHN HAYCOCK (SURNAME 
SPELT HAYCOCKS IN SOME RECORDS), PLYMOUTH DIVISION, 
ROYAL MARINES, HMS ANSON. Naval General Service Medal, 1 clasp, 12
OCTR 1798 (an officially engraved late issue replacement medal with "Hunt &
Roskell" engraved naming, engraved in large serifed capitals: JOHN 
HAYCOCK.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Eight 12 OCTR 1798 clasps to HMS Anson (no officers, 8 ratings).

Medal accompanied by biographical details, a selection of muster and 
victualling rolls for HMS Anson for the period 1798-1805, which confirm that 
Haycock first saw service aboard HMS Anson on 1/1/1798 and was discharged
to shore from her on 16/8/1805, along with copied extracts 1841 and 1851 
census returns, marriage and death records, and copied medal roll extracts (2, 
original and published), confirming medal and clasp.

John Haycock is confirmed as a unique name on the medal roll for the Naval 
General Service Medal, the original and published rolls both confirming that 
he was present aboard HMS Anson as a Private in the Royal Marines on 12th 
October 1798, during the lengthy, 11th - 18th October, action off Tory Island, 
on the north-west coast of Ireland, between Commodore Sir John Borlase 
Warren's British squadron and a French squadron comprising the 74 gun ship-
of-the-line Hoche, three French frigates, a schooner and a brig,  the French 
squadron transporting French troops to Ireland to assist rebel forces in the 
1798 Rebellion. Both the original and published medal rolls confirm that 
Haycock was issued with a replacement medal, both noting a "duplicate 
prepared", presumably to replace a lost original, the published medal roll 
additionally notes that the duplicate medal had engraved naming (presumably 
this medal).

John Haycock (1779-1857) was born in Baschurch, Shropshire, 6/6/1879. The 
Muster Rolls for HMS Anson confirm that Haycock first saw service aboard 

£5250 €6300.00
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that ship on 1/1/1798 as a Private, Royal Marines, and that his previous trade 
had been that of farmer. Muster Rolls confirm Haycock was promoted Acting 
Corporal, 25/9/1801, Acting Sergeant, 9/6/1804, and was discharged to shore 
from HMS Anson when that ship was "paid off' on 16/8/1805. At the time of 
discharge Haycock was recorded as serving with the Plymouth Division, Royal
Marines.

John Haycock(s) married Esther Berry at Stoke Damerel, Devon, on 
21/7/1812. He is recorded in the 1841 census as a 60 year old bricklayer 
(surname spelt Haycocks) resident in Baschurch, Shropshire, with his 55 year 
old wife Esther Haycocks and a 13 year old George Haycocks, and is recorded 
in the 1851 census as a 71 year old Greenwich Pensioner resident in Baschurch
with his 67 year old wife Esther, and a George and Sarah Haycocks (aged 23 
and 6 respectively). John Haycock died in Baschurch in 1857 (buried 
16/10/1857), aged 78.

A similar official late issue Naval General Service Medal with official Hunt & 
Roskell engraved naming was sold by Noonans (then Dix Noonan Webb) on 
12/11/2020 (lot 420). That medal, a 2-clasp example to a Lieutenant James 
Neville, had had the original naming erased and was re-engraved "upside 
down" in serifed capitals in an identical style to this medal. The auctioneer of 
the Neville medal noted that it "could well be a privately commissioned piece 
from Hunt & Roskell" produced after February 1851.

HMS Anson was a 64-gun third rate ship of the line, launched on 4/9/1781. 
She initially played only a minor part in the engagement off Tory Island 
between the British and French squadrons Tory Island in October 1798, 
because she had sustained storm damage in the days leading up to the action, 
and as a result struggled to maintain her position in the line of battle in the 
British squadron. However, during the closing stages of the protracted 
engagement, on 18/10/1798, she fought a separate action during which, having
been joined by the brig HMS Kangaroo, she  captured the damaged French 
frigate Loire. During that action Anson's captain, Philip Charles Durham, 
struggled to manouevre his ship as he brought it in to action, HMS Anson 
having earlier lost her mizzen mast, main, lower and topsail yards.

HMS Anson was wrecked on 29/12/1807, driven ashore during a gale, with 
enormous loss of life. The loss of the Anson caused great controversy at the 
time, because of the treatment of the dead sailors washed ashore. As a result, a 
local solicitor, Thomas Grylls, drafted a new law to provide drowned seamen 
with a proper burial. John Hearle Tremayne, member of parliament for 
Cornwall, subsequently introduced a new law to parliament which was enacted
as the "Burial of Drowned Persons Act 1808". A monument to the drowned 
sailors from HMS Anson and the passing of the Grylls Act stands on the 
eastern end of Loe Bar, on the cliff above the beach, about 1.5 miles from 
Porthleven Harbour. Additionally, Henry Trengrouse, who witnessed the 
wrecking of the Anson, distressed by the loss of life caused by the difficulty in 
attaching lines to the wreck during the attempt to rescue Anson’s sailors, 
developed a rocket appatatus to shoot lines across the surf to shipwrecks in 
order to evacuate survivors in cradles, a precursor of the Breeches Buoy.

BS4273 THOMAS REYNOLDS, ROYAL NAVY. A CAST SILVER COPY NAVAL 
GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL WITH TAILOR'S COPY SYRIA CLASP 
(attempted erasure of naming details, but sufficient portions of naming remain 
to identify the recipient of the original medal from which this cast copy was 
made as a Thomas Reynolds). Very Fine to Good Very Fine, a useful space 
filler.

There are two Thomas Reynolds on the Naval General Service Medal roll who 
are recorded as being entitled to the single clasp Syria, a Royal Marine 

£180 €216.00
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sergeant aboard HMS Castor and an ordinary seaman aboard HMS Cambridge.
There is also a Thomas Reynolds entitled to a 3 clasp medal, Egypt, Trafalgar 
and 14th December 1814 Boat Service as a Royal Marine private aboard HMS 
Expedition..

BS3999 BOY HENRY RICH, HMS PRINCESS CHARLOTTE, ROYAL NAVY. Naval
General Service Medal 1793-1840, 1 clasp, Syria (officially impressed: 
HENRY RICH.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract from published medal roll, which 
confirms only one rating by the name of Henry Rich awarded a Naval General 
Service Medal, and hence a unique name on the medal roll, Henry Rich, who 
saw service as a Boy aboard HMS Princess Charlotte during the campaign off 
the coast of Syria.

There is, however, an officer by the name of Henry Rich, who was awarded a 
Naval General Service Medal, Master Henry Rich, who saw service at 
Trafalgar aboard HMS Defiance. That medal was sold by Sotheby's in July 
1974. The published medal roll notes that the rank "Master" was an error, and 
that when sold in 1974 that medal had the rank "Mid" (for Midshipman) 
engraved after the recipient's name.

The Master/Midshipman (later Commander) Henry Rich who saw service at 
Trafalgar (born Huntspill, Somerset, 1887, died 1857) had a son, Henry Rich 
(born Brent Knoll, Somerset, 1826, died 1894). The recipient of this medal 
was therefore possibly a son of the Henry Rich who saw service at Trafalgar 
and thus perhaps worthy of further research in this regard. Medal also 
accompanied by copied research re. the Rich family extracted from the 
Ancestry website.

The following biographical and service details of Commander Henry Rich 
have been extracted from O'Byrne's "Naval Biographical Dictionary" (1849 
edition). 

“HENRY RITCH, bom in March 1787, is second son of Robt. Rich, Esq., of 
Orchardley Park, co. Somerset. This officer entered the navy, 7 March, 1801, 
as Fst.-cl. Vol., on board the DILIGENCE sloop, Capts Rich. Jones and Alex 
Robt. Kerr; and în Aug. of the same year was present as Midshipman in Lorrd 
Nelson's attack upon the Boulogne flotilla. He continued in the DILIGENCE, 
on the Home station, until trans transferred, Nov. 1804, to the DEFIANCE 74, 
Capt. Philip Chas. Durham. In that ship, in the course of 1805, he fought in Sir
Robt, Calder’s action, assisted under Admiral Hon. Wm. Cornwallis in driving 
the French fleet into Brest, and partook of the glories of Trnfalgar. After 
serving for two years and a half with Capts. Durhum and Thogs. Alexaner in 
the RENOWN 74 off Rochefort, L’Orient and Toulon, he was nominated, 13 
July, 1808, Acting-Lieutenant of the ATLAS 74, bearing the flag of Rear-
Admiral John Child Purvis at Gibraltar. On 26 Nov. following he was 
confirmed into the GRASSHOPPER 18, Capt. Henry Fanshaw, on the 
Mediterranean station, where he remained until April, 1810. In the ensuing 
Sept. he joined the ST. ALBANS 64, Capt. Edw. Brace, and, in Feb. 1811, 
DRUID 32, Capts. Sir Thos. Louis, John Williams, Thos. Searle and Fras. 
Stanfell. In both ships he was employed at the defence of Cadiz; and in the 
Druid, in which he continued until Oct. 1812, he aided also at the defence of 
Tarifa. His last appointments were—în June, 1814, to the MADAGASCAR 33,
Capts. Bentinck Cavendish Doyle and Fras. Stanfell, on the North American 
station- and, in Oct 1815, to the PHAETON 38, Capt. F. Stanfell, lying at 
Sheerness. He was placed on half-pay in Dec. 1815; and invested with his 
present rank 3 Nov. 1846. Agents—Collier and Snee.”

Commander Henry Rich is recorded in the 1851 census, having been place on 

£1150 €1380.00
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half-pay in December 1815, as a farmer. His son, Henry Rich junior, is 
recorded in the same census as a farmer’s son.

HMS Princess Charlotte was Admiral Robert Stopford's flagship.

BS3402 BOY W. HORNSBY, HMS EXPERIMENT.  Naval General Service Medal 
1793-1840, 1 clasp, Egypt (officially impressed: W. HORNSBY). Good Very 
Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

William Hornsby is confirmed as a Boy aboard HMS Experiment for the 
operations off the coast of Egypt in 1801, which involved the landing of a 
British force commanded by Sir Ralph Abercromby in Aboukir Bay. There is 
another William Hornsby on the medal roll, who was awarded the clasp Ap 
and May 1813. Of the 511 clasps awarded for the Egypt campaign just 3 were 
awarded to HMS Experiment, 1 officer and 2 ratings.

The HMS Experiment of 1801 was a 44-gun Roebuck class of 1769 5th rate 
two-decker. Ordered in 1780, her keel was laid in 1781 and she was launched 
in 1784. By 1793 she had been converted to a troop ship and was hulked in 
1805.

£2750 €3300.00

BS3894 THE NAVAL GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL WITH ST SEBASTIAN CLASP
AWARDED TO BOSUN'S MATE (LATER BOSUN) J. TRUEMAN, HMS 
SURVEILLANTE, WHO SAW SERVICE ABOARD HMS SURVEILLANTE
JUNE 1807 TO FEBRUARY 1814, DURING WHICH PERIOD HMS 
SURVEILLANTE, IN ADDITION TO TAKING PART IN THE 
OPERATIONS OFF ST SEBASTIAN ALSO CAPTURED A REMARKABLE
NUMBER OF PRIZES AND TOOK PART IN A NUMBER OF SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS, INCLUDING TRANSPORTING THE FUTURE DUKE OF 
WELLINGTON TO PORTUGAL IN 1808, TO TAKE COMMAND OF THE 
ALLIED FORCES IN THE PENINSULA. Naval General Service Medall 
1793-1840, 1 clasp, St Sebastian (officially impressed: JOHN TRUEMAN.). 
Couple of small contact marks to obverse, to Victoria's chin and in field in 
front of bust, scattered minor rim nicks, otherwise attractively toned and Good 
Very Fine.

288 clasps for St Sebastian, including 37 to HMS Surveillante (4 officers and 
33 men). 

John Trueman is confirmed on the most recent published roll as having seen 
service as a Bosun's Mate aboard HMS Surveillante during the operations that 
led to the capture of St Sebastian, July-September 1813. 

There is one other John Trueman on the published medal roll, who was entitled
to the medal with Egypt clasp, and also a John C. Trueman, who was entitled 
to the rare 17 Mar Boat S 1794 clasp.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, marriage register extract, copied 
medal rolls (3, original and published), confirming medal and clasps, copied 
contemporary transcript of the service record for John Trueman and copied 
extract muster roll for HMS Surveillante for the period 1/1/1813 to 31/12/1813
(ADM37/4413)

John Trueman (1778-1849) was born in Devon circa 1778. Service record 
confirms that Trueman first saw service as Ablebodied Seaman aboard HMS 
Regular from 4/11/1805 to 6/6/1807, transferring to the Surveillante, initially 
with the rank of Yeoman of the Sheets on 7/6/1807 and subsequently seeing 
service aboard Surveillante as Bosun's Mate from 26/10/1810 to 24/2/1814. He
next transferred Able Bodied seaman to HMS Leander, 25/2/1815  to 
10/3/1814, then to the Samur, 11/3/1814 to 11/6/1814, Harrier, 12/6/1814 to 
13/6/1814, and Monmouth, 14/6/1814 to 29/6/1814. Trueman's next posting 

£3950 €4740.00
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was as Bosun aboard HMS Rosario, 30/6/1814 to 4/12/1817, following which 
he served ashore at Portsmouth 13/12/1817 to 19/3/1819. His next postings 
were as Bosun aboard HMS Rifleman, 20/3/1819 to 11/6/1819, Grasshopper, 
126/1819 to 20/11/821, Valorous, 21/11/1921 to 19/12/1825, and Isis 
10/12/1825 to 14/8/1826, following which he was based at Dartmouth aboard 
HMS Magnificient, 15/8/1826 to 12/10/1826, then again serving as Bosun 
aboard HMS Isis, 19/10/1826 to 25/6/1827, before once more returning to 
shore duty at Chatham, 15/7/1827 to 11/8/1827. Trueman's next served as 
Bosun aboard HMS Intrepid, 15/11/1827 to 19/7/1828, and ashore at Plymouth
from 20/7/1828 to 23/4/1834, before being posted Bosun to HMS Portland, 
24/4/1834 to 5/4/1835. Trueman's final posting was at Plymouth, 6/3/1835 to 
23/9/1835, his total service with the Royal Navy amounting to 20 years, 9 
months and 20 days, including 8 years, 7 months and 15 days as Ordinary 
Seaman and 12 years, 2 months and 5 days as a Petty Officer. 

HMS Surveillante, Captain Sir George Ralph Collier, command ship of the 
squadron blockading St Sebastian, was a 38 gun Virginie class frigate that 
entered the Royal Navy on 30/11/1803, having previously seen service with 
the French navy as the 44 gun frigate La Surveillante. Launched at Nantes in 
1802, she was taken as a prize following the surrender of Saint Dominique 
(Haiti) during the slave rebellion in Haiti of 1803.  She was broken up in 1814.

The former La Surveillante was present at Saint Domingue (Haiti) in 
November 1803 during the revolt of slaves against the French authorities, and 
was trapped when the British blockaded Saint-Domingue, with the former 
slaves threatening to fire red hot shot at the ship from the overlooking forts. 
The French naval commander, Henry Barre, who was also Surveillante's 
captain, prevailed on Captain John Bligh, the representative of the British 
naval commander, to accept the capitulation of Surveillante, in order to put her,
as well as her crew and passengers, under British protection. At the same time, 
the British naval Commander-in-Chief of the Jamaica station Admiral Sir John
Duckworth, accepted the French commander General Rochambeau, his staff 
and entourage, as prisoners. Duckworth wrote "From General Rochambeau's 
extraordinary conduct in the public service, neither Captain Bligh or myself 
have any thing to say to him further than complying with his wishes in 
allowing him to remain on board the Surveillante until her arrival at Jamaica." 
Subsequently the Surveillante was quickly brought into the Royal Navy as 
HMS Surveillante, the first recorded Navy Pay Office Ships' Pay Books from 
the Navy Board commencing on 11 July 1804. 

Less than six months later HMS Surveillante took her first prize. On 9 January 
1805, Surveillante, Captain John Bligh commanding, in company 
with HMS Tartar, Edward Hawker commanding, captured the Spanish ship El 
Batidor. That first success was followed by a lenthy list of prize actions and 
special operations.
On 9 July 1805, Surveillante in company with Fortunee and Echo captured 
several merchant vessels laden with sugar.
On 7 December 1805, Surveillante, accompanied by Morne Fortunee, 
Lieutenant John Rorie commanding, captured the merchant ship Cleopatra.
On 5 July 1806, Surveillante, accompanied by the British 
vessels Fortunée, Echo, Superieure and Hercule, captured Spanish ship La 
Josepha, laden with quicksilver.[9]
Captain George Collier took command of Surveillante on 22 April 1807 and 
under his command Surveillante took part in the Second Battle of Copenhagen 
that began late in August of that year. She was present at the detention of 
numerous Danish merchant vessels that were taken as prizes, the proceeds of 
which were shared by the fleet. The Danish merchant ships shared 
by Surveillante were Hans and Jacob taken 17 August 1807; Die Twee 
Gebfoders, taken 21 August 1807; Sally taken 22 August;
[10] Speculation detained 23 August;[11] Fama detained on 26 August;
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[12] Aurora, Paulina and Ceres taken 30 and 31 August; 
and Odifiord and Benedicta, taken 4 and 12 September 1807.
[13] Admiral James Gambier sent Surveillante back to England entrusted with 
dispatches, explaining the outcome of the battle and the subsequent Danish 
surrender.[14] Gambier signed his dispatch on 7 September on board 
flagship HMS Prince of Wales; Surveillante sailed directly from the 
Copenhagen Road to London, where Collier delivered the dispatch to the 
Admiralty Office in person on 16 September 1807.[15]
Following Russia's declaration of war against Great Britain in 1807 following 
the Treaty of Tilsit between Napoleon and Alexander I of Russia, the British 
government issued an embargo against all Russian ships then found in British 
ports. Surveillante was one of 70 British vessels present at Portsmouth,[16] at 
the detaining of the 44-gun frigate Speshnoy (Speshnyy) 
and Wilhelmina (Vilgemina), which were carrying the payroll for Vice-
Admiral Dmitry Senyavin's squadron in the Mediterranean.[17]
1809[edit]
Lieutenant General Arthur Wellesley, the future Duke of Wellington was 
appointed commander of the Portuguese expedition in March 1809, and 
received his letter of service on 2 April. He made his way to Portsmouth where
he was received by the frigate assigned for his transportation, which was 
subsequently delayed from 3 to 14 April, nearly two weeks, waiting for a fair 
wind.[18] That frigate was Surveillante. She was able to set sail on 14 April 
1809 allowing Wellesley to embark upon his second voyage to Lisbon during 
the Peninsula War; however, Wellesley, troubled by bad weather, was subjected
to a storm during his first night at sea; it was remarked that the frigate 
narrowly escaped shipwreck off the coast of the Isle of Wight.[19] His aide-de-
camp was sent by Captain Collier to request that Wellesley put his boots on 
and join him on deck, to which he replied he could swim better without his 
boots and would stay where he was.[20]
On 30 October 1809 Surveillante captured French corvette Le Milan, in sight 
of HMS Seine.[21] 3 December 1809 saw Surveillante driven southward from 
her allotted station off Rochelle, where she fell in with a French cutter 
privateer, La Comtesse Laure, which she captured. Collier wrote "The 
privateer is of a class and possesses qualities admirably calculated for the 
annoyance of the British Trade."[22]
1810[edit]
On 23 June 1810 Surveillante captured the chasse marees Le 
Margaretta and L'Eclair, His Majesty's gun-brigs Constant and Piercer in 
company.[23] On 5 September 1810, the Surveillante and the gun-
brig HMS Constant, the latter commanded by Lieutenant John Stokes, were 
reconnoitering the Loire, when they observed a division of a French convoy 
running south from the Morbihan. The British ships gave chase and forced a 
single brig to seek shelter between two nearby batteries. Collier attacked the 
frigate with boats, whilst receiving fire from French troops ashore and 
succeeded in cutting out the brig without sustaining any casualties.[24]
1811[edit]
On 30 April 1811 Surveillante captured the French privateer La Creole.[25] On
20 July Surveillante was appointed to escort a convoy bound for Corunna. [26]
1812[edit]
On 28 January 1812 Surveillante, in company with HMS Sybille, Captain C. 
Upton, and HMS Spitfire, captured the American ship Zone.[25] On 25 May 
1812, HMS Surveillante captured the American schooner Young Connecticut.
[25]
In late July 1812, Surveillante was part of a British squadron stationed off the 
north coast of Spain, commanded by Captain Sir Home Popham of the 74-
gun Venerable.[27] The British squadron, assisting Spanish Guerillas against 
the French, made an attack upon the town of Santander and the Castle of Ano. 
The castle was taken possession of by the Royal Marines, but the garrison of 
Santander was reinforced, and the Spanish and British attacking forces were 
obliged to fall back upon the Castle, sustaining losses as they retreated. 
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Captain Lake of HMS Magnificent and Captain Sir George Collier, who 
commanded the British detachment, were wounded.[28]
On 7 October 1812 Surveillante captured the American 
schooner Baltimore accompanied by His Majesty's 
Ships Venerable, Diadem, Briton,, Latona and Constant.[29] On 20 December 
1812 Surveillante recaptured the American brig Ocean bound to Lisbon from 
New York, laden with flour.[30]
1813[edit]
On 4 February 1813 Surveillante was present at the capture of American 
schooner Rolla made by HMS Medusa, the Honourable D. Pleydell Bouverie 
commanding, and HMS Iris.[31] On 23 March 1813 Surveillante took the 
fishing schooner Polly as a prize.[32] On 15 April she was present at the 
capture of the American schooner Price, captured by HMS Iris, Hood Hanway 
Christian commanding.[33] 27 April 1813 saw Surveillante involved in a 
notable action against American letter of marque Tom. Collier wrote, on 27 
April, that she was captured "after a smart chase; she was from Charlestown, 
bound to Nantz; she is a remarkably fine vessel for her class, and, from her 
superior sailing, had already escaped eighteen of His Majesty's 
cruizers." Surveillante was accompanied by HMS Lyra.[34]
On 5 May 1813 she recaptured the American ship Mount Hope, sailing from 
Charlestown bound for Cadiz, laden with rice,[35] in company with 
HMS Andromeda and HMS Iris.[36] On 1 June 1813, Surveillante captured 
the American schooner Orders in Council, a letter of marque (privateer), after a
five-hour chase. Orders in Council was armed with two 18 and four 9-pounder 
guns.[37] Surveillante shared the prize money from this action with two 
British privateers, the Rebecca and Earl Wellington, who were in sight of the 
action but did not take part in it, and with Iris, by agreement.[38]
In late July 1813, Surveillante under Captain Collier was involved in landing 
operations off St. Sabastian's, in which they attempted to breach a battery. In 
so doing they established an artillery position whilst under heavy fire from the 
fortification. Several of her crew, and an artillery officer from the army, were 
killed.[39] Surveillante remained in action against the French garrison on the 
island of Santa Clara, at the mouth of Saint Sebastian harbour. Collier 
announced that a successful attack had been made on 27–28 August, despite 
being under heavy fire.[40]
In September Surveillante was present at the fall of San Sebastian. Collier 
wrote that the frigate's 24-pounders dragged over land and mounted on Santa 
Clara had silenced the enemy's guns opposing them in the Castle of La Motte. 
The French commander, General Rey, flew a flag of truce, capitulating to the 
British. "The garrison," wrote Collier, "still upwards of seventeen hundred, 
became prisoners of war, and are to be conveyed to England."

When the French forces in St Dominique surrendered, the French naval 
commander, who was also the captain of the Surveillante, surrendered to 
Captain John Bligh of the Royal Navy in order to put his ship, crew and 
passengers under the protection of the Royal Navy, the Surveillante being 
under threat from red-hot shot from guns in the forts overlooking her manned 
by former slaves.

During her career with the Royal Navy, HMS Surveillante was responsible for 
taking a remarkable number of prizes. On 9/1/1805, commanded by Captain 
John Bligh, and in company with HMS Tartar, she captured the Spanish ship El
Batidor, 9/7/1805, in company with two other Royal Navy ships, captured 
several merchant vessels laden with sugar, 7/12/1805, captured the merchant 
ship Cleopatra, 5/7/1806, accompanied by three other Royal Navy ships, 
captured the Spanish ship La Josepha, laden with quicksilver. In August and 
September 1807 Surveillante took part in the second battle of Copenhagen and 
was present at the detention of numerous Danish merchant vessels taken as 
prizes. Following the conclusion of the action at Copenhagen the commander 
of the British naval forces, Admiral James Gambier, sent Surveillante back to 
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England carrying dispatches announcing the victory. Following the signing of 
an alliance between France and Russia, and the resultant declaration of war by 
Russia on Great Britain, the British government issued an embarg against 
Russian ships found in British ports, Surveillante was present at Portsmouth 
when two Russian frigates were seized. She saw service off St Sebastian from 
July to September 1813, during which period her 24 pound guns were dragged 
overland by her crew and mounted on the island of Santa Clara, from where 
they silenced the enemy guns opposing them in the castle of La Motte. Captain
Collier recorded that, when St Sebastian surrendered, the French garrison “still
upwards of 1,700, became prisoners of war and are to be conveyed to England.

John Trueman married, 5/10/1810, Elizabeth Pope, in Stoke Damerel, Devon. 
He died in May 1849 in Devonport, Devon.

When John Trueman's son, John Pope Trueman, married Mary Ann Trigger on 
23/6/1839 he gave his trade as "mariner".

Provenance: the published medal roll notes this medal as having been sold by 
Sothebys in May 1910.

US4390a COLONEL THOMAS HANDASYD PERKINS, COMMANDANT, 
GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS' 
BODYGUARD. 

American Institute of New York, gold prize medal. 28mm diameter, 17.2 
grammes approx. Obverse: Liberty seated with eagle, shield and spinning 
wheel, with tall ship in the distance. Reverse: engraved within wreath “Hon 
Thos H.Perkins For twelve superior varieties of Bonse Grapes 
1843”. Extremely Fine and virtually as struck and with attractive light toning 
(USA grades as AU58).

Born 15/12/1764 in Boston, Massachusetts, Thomas Handasyd Perkins was the
son of James and Elizabeth Perkins. Although Perkins's mother was initially 
intent on providing her son with a university education, he was a reluctant 
student and instead obtained employment with Messrs Shattuck, then the most 
prosperous firm of merchants then trading out of Boston, where he remained 
until he was 20 years of age. In 1785 he joined his brother, James, in setting up
a trading house in St. Domingo in the West Indies, but finding the climate did 
not agree with his health, returned to Boston, his younger brother Samuel 
instead taking his place in the partnership (the brothers returned to Boston 
during the revolution of 1792 in St. Domingo). Whilst in St Domingo Perkins 
also established himself in the slave trade at Cap-Haitien, Haiti. In 1785, when 
China opened the port of Canton to foreign businesses, Perkins became one of 
the first Boston merchants to engage in the China trade, making his first trip to 
the Orient in 1789, sailing for Canton via Batavia with a cargo of ginseng, 
cheese, lard, wine and iron. On the return trip he brought tea and silk to 
Boston. He subsequently made several other successful voyages to the Pacific, 
North-West coast of America and China. With his elder brother, Perkins 
established the firm of J & TH Perkins. Their most important business was 
trade with the North-West coast of the USA and China, where they eventually 
established a trading house in Hong Kong, Perkins & Co. In 1815 Perkins and 
his brother also opened a Mediterranean office to buy Turkish opium for re-
sale in China.

Perkins was also a major industrial investor within Massachusetts. He owned 
the Granite Railway, the first commercial American railroad, which was built 
to carry granite from the Quincy quarries to Charlestown for construction of 
the Bunker Hill Monument and other city buildings in Boston. He also held 
significant holdings in the Elliot textile mills in Newton, the mills at Holyoke 
and Lowell, New England, canals and railroads, as well as lead and iron mines,

£4850 €5820.00
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including the Monkton Iron Company in Vermont.

Thomas Perkins was politically active in the Federalist Party and was elected 
to the State Senate of Massachusetts in 1805, going on to serve eight terms in 
the Massachusetts Senate and three terms in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives. 

Perkins donated a considerable portion of the fortune he had accumulated to 
charitable, public and benevolent purposes, establishing the Massachusetts 
General Hospital and an asylum for the insane. Perkins also gave his house and
grounds in Pearl Street, Boston, then valued at $50,000, for a blind asylum, the
Perkins Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind. Perkins was also a
supporter of the Boston Atheneum, in 1826, with his brother James, 
contributing ¢15,000 towards the construction of an extension to the Atheneum
Gallery of Art, was a major benefactor of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and
also contributed to the establishment of the Boston Mercantile Library. 

As a 12 year old boy Perkins had been in the crowd that witnessed the 
Declaration of Independence being read out in Boston. In later life he was one 
of the founders of the Bunker Hill Monument Association, and paid for a 
statue in honour of General Warren, paying $1000 to cover the cost of its 
erection, and was one of the principal contributors to a statue commemorating 
George Washington.

Thomas Perkins was appointed Colonel Commandant of the Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Bodyguard in 1796, having previously 
served as a Major in the unit. In the same year he visited George Washington 
in Washington.

After retiring, Perkins built a summer home with extensive gardens and a 
vineyard, where he would have cultivated his Bonse grapes, on Swan Island in 
the Kennebeck river near Richmond, Maine. He helped the island achieve 
independent municipal status by paying the legal fees for its charter and the 
island’s principal town was named Perkins in gratitude. Perkins township is 
now a ghost town, having been abandoned in the 1940s. 

Colonel Perkins died on 11/1/1854 in Brookline, Massachusetts and is buried 
in the family plot at Mount Auburn Cemetery.

Thomas Handaysd Perkins’s archives are held by the Massachusetts Historical 
Society (comprising 2 document boxes, 59 volumes, 11 extra-tall volumes and 
1 oversize box.) 

Established in1829, The American Institute of the City of New York promoted 
scientific and agricultural innovation. Its fairs and conventions were widely 
supported. Among the inventions the society promoted during its early years 
were the McCormick Reaper, the sewing machine, Samuel Colt’s pistols, 
printing presses, the first coal burning stove, the Morse telegraph, the Beach 
Pneumatic Transit, the stocking loom, the telephone, the Francis metallic 
lifeboat and other various lifesaving devices. In the early 20th century the 
American Institute was organised in 5 sections, the Farmer’s Club, Henry 
Electrical Society, Horticultural Section, Photographic Section, and the 
Polytechnic Section, and had amassed a library of over 15,000 volumes. 

The society awarded prize medals in gold, silver and bronze in recognition of 
significant contributions by individuals to science, industry and agriculture.

BS4285 PRIVATE (LATE SERGEANT) CALEB BELL, 15TH (YORKSHIRE EAST 
RIDING) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION THE 
YORKSHIRE REGIMENT. Military General Service Medal 1793-1814, 2 

£1700 €2040.00
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clasps, Martinique, Guadalupe (officially impressed: CALEB BELL, 15th 
FOOT.). Attractively toned, couple of small, scattered rim nicks, otherwise 
Good Very Fine and mounted on a rectangular silver "buckle" type top brooch 
suspender.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, baptism record, 2 pages of copied 
discharge papers, Chelsea Pension admission record, extract 1851 census and 
copied medal roll extracts (2), original and published, confirming medal and 
clasps.

47 Military General Service Medals to the 15th Foot, with a total of 26 
Martinique clasps and 44 Guadalupe clasps (23 medals with the Martinique-
Guadalupe combination of clasps).

Caleb Bell was born at Barnard Castle, Co. Durham, 1781 (baptised Abbey, St 
Alban's, Hertfordshire, 14/1/1781), the son of Caleb Bell senior (1756-1794). 
He enlisted into the 15th Foot at Edinburgh on 12/11/1799, aged 17. He served
for 18 years 73 days, including 12 years in the West Indies, 1805-17. At a 
Regimental Board of Enquiry held at Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 24/9/1818, Bell 
was recommended to be discharged "in consequence of being worn out and 
inpaired vision.’ He was discharged with the rank of Private on  2/2/1819 and 
admitted to a Chelsea Pension on the same day. Bell served 18 years and 73 
days with the colours, including 12 years in the West Indies, 1805-17. Prior to 
being discharged as a Private, Bell served for 5 years and 180 days as a 
Corporal and 157 days as a Sergeant. Caleb Bell is recorded in the 1851 census
as a 70 year old Chelsea Pensioner living in Barnard Castle, Durham.

PROVENANCE: Dix Noonan Webb 13/12/2007 lot 160. Hammer price 
£1,000 (£1,300 approx including fees).

BS4275 MILITARY GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL, 2 CLASPS, VITTORIA, 
TOULOUSE. Unnamed CAST COPY IN SILVER with tailor's copy clasps. 
Very Fine to Good Very Fine, a useful space filler.

£180 €216.00

BS3810 PRIVATE J. TAYLOR, 2ND BATTALION 87TH (ROYAL IRISH 
FUSILIERS) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
IRISH FUSILIERS). Military General Servcie Medal 1793-1814, 1 clasp, 
Barrosa (officially impressed: J. TAYLOR, 87th. FOOT.). Few small rim nicks 
and bruises, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extracts from medal rolls (original x 2 and published). 
Medal rolls give recipient's full name as John Taylor. Original rolls confirm 
that he was a pensioner, and saw service with the 2nd Company, 2nd Battalion 
87th Regiment.

At Barrosa the 2nd Battalion 87th Regiment captured the Eagle of the French 
8th  Regiment, the first French Eagle to be captured during the Napoleonic 
war. After this famous victory, and the capture of the French Eagle, Barrosa 
Day was celebrated annually as the Regimental Day of the 87th Regiment and,
after the amalgamation in 1881 of the 87th and 89th Regiments to form the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers, as the Regimental Day of that successor regiment.

The regimental history records the 2nd Battalion 87th Regiment as losing 1 
officer and 44 men killed, and 4 officers and 124 men wounded at Barrosa, a 
total of 173 casualties from a total strength of 722 officers and men, a casualty 
rate of 24%. Given that John Taylor only received the single clasp Barrosa, I 
strongly suspect he was among the wounded, and subsequently evacuated and 
pensioned.

110 clasps for Barrosa to the 2nd Battalion 87th Foot, of which just 16 were 
single clasp entitlements (1 officer and 15 men).

£2250 €2700.00
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BS3809 PRIVATE W. OLIVER, 3/1ST (THE ROYAL SCOTS) FOOT (THE POST 
1880 ROYAL SCOTS, THE LOTHIAN REGIMENT). Military  General 
Service Medal 1793-1814, 1 clasp, Busaco (officially impressed: W. OLIVER. 
1st. FOOT.). Scattered minor rim nicks and bruises, otherwise attractively 
toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied medal rolls (original x 2, plus published medal roll). These 
give recipient's full name as William Oliver. Only 9 single clasp Busaco 
Military General Service Medals to the 1st Foot.

The 3/1st Foot played a decisive part in the victory at Busaco. During the 
action they saw service with Major General Leith's 5th Division, that Division 
comprising two brigades, one Portuguese and one British, Major General Sir 
Alan Cameron's British Brigade comprising the 3/1st, 1/9th and 2/38th Foot. 
At a critical moment, as the French were attempting to turn the right flank of 
the British line along the ridge at Busaco, Major General Cameron advanced 
his brigade along the reverse slope of the ridge, out of sight of the attacking 
French, and launched a surprise attack that drove the attacking French troops 
back down the slopes of the ridge before them, as they attacked, thus bringing 
about a successful conclusion to the engagement. For their services at Busaco 
the 1st Foot were granted royal permission to wear the battle honour "Busaco" 
on their regimental colour. Ian Fletcher, in his "Wellington''s Regiments" (1994
and 2005), records the 3/1st  1st Foot as suffering only minor casualties at 
Busaco, just two men wounded. Unfortunately, the regimental history, 
"Regimental Records of the Royal Scots" by Leisk and McCance, does not 
record the number of casualties for Busaco. However, given the important role 
played by the 3/1st Foot at this battle, I strongly suspect they suffered more 
than just 2 men wounded, and that some or all of the 9 men who went on to be 
awarded single clasp Busaco medals were casualties, including perhaps 
William Oliver.

When I purchased this medal, it came with a note to the effect that the 
recipient was born in Southover, Dorset.

£1400 €1680.00

BS3670 PRIVATE R. JACKSON,  GRENADIER GUARDS. Military General Service 
Medal 1793-1814, 2 clasps, Nivelle, Nive (officially impressed: R. JACKSON,
1st. FOOT GUARDS). Couple of small edge bruises, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extract from published medal roll, and Waterloo Medal Roll,
confirming medal and clasps and that Jackson also saw service at Waterloo 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Saltoun's Light Company of the 3rd Battalion 
Grenadier Guards. At Waterloo the Light Company of the 3rd Battalion 
Grenadier Guards were positioned in the Orchard during the decisive defence 
of the Chateau Hougmont. At Waterloo the 3rd Grenadier Guards suffered 
some 58% casualties, losing 4 officers killed and 12 wounded and 101 men 
killed and 487 wounded.

Medal also accompanied by 2 pages photocopied discharge papers. Richard 
Jackson was born in the parish of Dunnington, Shropshire. He enlisted into the
Grenadier Guards at Birmingham on 29/7/1804. At the time of enlistment he 
was 22 years of age, and enlisted for "unlimited service". Jackson was 
eventually discharged on 21/5/1828 after 25 years and 332 days with the 
colours (including 2 years additional for Waterloo). Jackson was discharged as 
a result of "being rheumatic, contracted while in the regiment". At the time of 
discharge his conduct was described as having been "very good".

£1950 €2340.00

bs3619 PRIVATE THOMAS NEWBERRY, 83RD FOOT (THE POST 1859 COUNTY
OF DUBLIN REGIMENT AND POST 1881 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
IRISH RIFLES). Military General Service Medal 1793-1814, 2 clasps, 
Pyrennees, Nivelle (officially impressed: THOs. NEWBERRY, 83RD. FOOT.).

£1450 €1740.00
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Scattered edge nicks, otherwise Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll, which gives spelling of surname as 
Newbury. 

When I purchased this medal it was accompanied by a note to the effect that 
the recipient's service papers (which are no longer with the medal) record him 
as having been born at Great Stouton, Huntingdonshire. A labourer by trade, he
was discharged as a result of the army being reduced and a gunshot wound to 
the left thigh. At the time of discharge he was 21 years of age and had also 
seen service with the 7th and 13th Royal Veteran Battalions.

The 2nd Battalion 83rd Foot sailed for Spain from Cove (now Cobh), Ireland, 
on 29/3/1809. Prior to the campaign in the Pyrennees and the action at Nivelle 
the battalion had already taken part in the battles of Talavera, Busaco, Fuentes 
d'Onor, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca and Vittoria. Newberry was 
undoubtedly one of the men drafted to replace men lost in these earlier actions.

The men of the 2/83rd distinguished themselves at Nivelle, 10/11/1813, where 
with the 1/5th, 2/87th and 94th Regiments they formed General Keane's 2nd 
Brigade, part of General Charles Colville's 3rd Division. During the general 
assault at Nivelle Welllington's army, which comprised nine British divisions 
and three independent brigades, advanced on a five mile front, with the 2/83rd 
Division at the centre of the attacking line. The 3rd Division were tasked with 
capturing the strategically important bridge at Amotz, which provided the only 
lateral means of communication between the left and right halves of the French
army positioned along the Nivelle river. The following description of the 
attack by the 3rd Division on the bridge at Amotz and the 2/83rd's part in its 
capture is taken from the regimental history of the Royal Irish Rifles: Though 
all the three British attacks this day were completely successful, that delivered 
by the 3rd Division - with Colville in command, and Keane leading the second
brigade - was the most decisive of all. It was launched against the French left 
centre, where the Nivelle River cut diagonally through the hostile lines, and 
the bridge of Amotz, by the village of the same name, constituted the only 
good line of communication between the wings of Soult's army. While Hill, on 
the one side, and Alten, on the other, were driving in the French divisions on 
the hills, the 3rd Division, advancing across the one piece of fairly low ground 
in the whole line, struck at the entrenchments about the bridge-head of Amotz 
and carried them in the first rush, completely breaking up Conroux's French 
Division, the troops holding this part of Sault's position. Thus, the enemy's 
centre was pierced, and the success here gained was decisive, for Colville, 
turning against the line of redoubts to the left of the bridge, took them one after
the other by assaults from the flank and rear, thus enabling the other British 
divisions of the centre section of the battle to drive in the enemy opposed to 
them with ease, for few troops, even if entrenched, can resist the combination 
of a frontal and a flank attack on their positions. At the end of the day the 3rd 
Division crossed the Nivelle, and took post on its farther side, covering the 
passage of the remainder of Wellington's centre. But the day was by this time 
too far spent to allow of pursuit; the French had lost 4,500 men, including 
1,200 prisoners, captured in various redoubts held too long, and 51 guns. The 
Allies had only 2,600 casualties. The 2nd Battalion 83rd had naturally suffered
considerable loss in carrying the entrenchments at and above Amotz. It had 
seven privates killed, and Lieutenants F. M. Barry, H. Wyatt, and C. Watson, 
Ensign F. Burgess, one serjeant and thirty-five men wounded. Considering the 
importance of the work that it did, a casualty list of forty-six was not over 
heavy. The name " Nivelle" was very properly added, by Royal authority, to 
the names blazoned on its colours.

The fact that Newberry did not see service with the 2nd/83rd in any of the 
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other actions that the battalion took part in after Nivelle (Nive, Orthes and 
Toulouse) and the record on his service papers to the effect that he had 
received a gunshot wound to the left thigh, indicates that Newberry was 
probably one of the casualties sustained by the regiment at Nivelle.

Medal also accompanied by photocopied extracts re the 1851 Census. 
Recipient traced as living at 58 Ogden Green, Great Staughton, 
Huntingdonshire. In the census of that year he gave his place of birth as Great 
Staughton, year of birth as 1796 and stated that he was a "pensioner". 
Undoubtedly the recipient of this medal (census gives spelling of surname as 
Newbery and lists recipient as single and the sole occupant of the house).

BS3534 THE MILITARY GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL WITH MAIDA CLASP 
AWARDED TO PRIVATE JOHN FOSTER, 81ST (LOYAL LINCOLN 
VOLUNTEERS) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION LOYAL 
NORTH LANCASHIRE REGIMENT), WHO WAS ALSO AWARDED A 
REGIMENTAL MEDAL "FOR MILITARY MERIT" FOR MAIDA. Military 
General Service Medal 1793, 1 clasp, Maida (officially impressed: JOHN 
FOSTER, 81st. FOOT.). Some minor edge nicks and rim bruises, otherwise 
attractively toned and Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 2 pages of photocopied service papers. John Foster, 
born Hodnet, Shropshire, enlisted into the 81st Foot on 9/11/1804. At the time 
of enlistment, Foster was 37 years of age (born circa 1766) and enlisted for 
unlimited service. He was discharged on 24/5/1817, after 12 years and 197 
days with the colours “in consequence being worn out and reduction of the 
establishment”. At time of discharge, Foster gave his trade as labourer, and 
stated that he intended proceeding to Market Drayton, Shropshire.

Although John Foster is not listed as a recipient in the published roll for the 
Military General Service Medal, this medal is correctly named and is 
undoubtedly one of the significant number of genuine late issue medals not 
recorded in the original and published medal rolls. British Battles and Medals 
records a total of 119 Maida clasps to the 81st Regiment. This medal to Foster 
brings the total to 120.

Balmer, in his Regimental Medals of the British Army records a silver 
Regimental Medal of 1810 awarded to Private John Foster for Military Merit 
at Maida (Balmer R492, illustrated). This medal is  engraved on the obverse 
"Maida" at top centre, with below this a circlet enclosing the regimental 
number "81" and engraved  “PTE JOHN FOSTER" below this. The reverse of 
the medal is engraved at the centre in 5 lines: "A / MARK / OF ESTEEM / 
FROM THE / OFFICERS", and this engraved around " Anno 1810. Presented 
for Military Merit". This silver prize medal is hallmarked Sheffield 1809. It 
was offered for sale in Spink Numismatic Circular July-August 1959, item 
15240, described as being silver, 2.25 inches in diameter, hallmarked, and in 
Fine condition, price £9. It is currently housed in the Queen's Lancashire 
Regiment Museum (on loan to the Lancashire Museum Service).  

Medal also accompanied by photocopied extract from the 1841 census, which 
records a 75 year old blacksmith by the name of John Foster living at Bowden 
(now spelt Bowdon) Altrincham, Cheshire (born circa 1766). He was most 
likely the recipient of this medal. Bowden/Bowdon is approximately 35 miles 
from Market Drayton, where Foster stated that he intended proceeding when 
discharged, and 40 miles from Hodnet, where Foster was born. In the 1841 
census Foster was recorded as living with his 75 year old wife Sarah and his 
45 year old daughter Jane (who would have been born circa 1796, prior to 
Foster's enlistment in 1804). This John Foster not traced in the 1851 census.

At Maida the 1st Battalion 81st Foot formed part of Colonel Cole’s First 
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Brigade. The battle was a convincing victory for the British army, which 
scattered the French forces in Calabria. After the 2/78th Highlanders, the 
1/81st Foot had the highest casualty rate of any of the British regiments 
engaged at Maida.

BS3335 PRIVATE F. POULTNEY, 3RD FOOT GUARDS (SCOTS GUARDS). 
Military General Service Medal 1793-1814, 1 clasp, Nive (officially 
impressed: F. POULTNEY, 3RD. FOOT GUARDS). Some slight edge bruising
and rubbing at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock, scattered minor edge nicks and contact 
marks (the bruising, nicks and marks presumbly from contact with Poultney's 
Waterloo medal), otherwise attractively toned, Good Very Fine, single clasp 
Nive scarce to the Scots Guards.

Medal and clasp confirmed on roll to Private Francis Poultney. Also entitled 
Waterloo Medal. Total of 155 Nive clasps to the 3rd Foot Guards, of which 
only 6 are single clasp medals. 

The 3rd Foot Guards suffered 65 casualties at the battle of Nive, 9th - 13th 
December 1813, which was the last action during the Peninsular War that the 
3rd Foot Guards fought in as a unit, and for which a clasp for the MGS Medal 
was awarded. They did, however,  afterwards take part in the crossing of the 
river Adour, February 1814, men of the Coldstream and 3rd Foot Guards 
crossed the river under covering fire from rockets, and holding the bridgehead 
until reinforcements came across. The battalion last daw action during the 
Peninsular War, during the siege of Bayonne, where the Governor of the town 
launched a sortie against the beseigers that cost the 3rd Foot Guards some 203 
officers and men killed, wounded or taken prisoner (no clasp to the MGS 
Medal awarded for this action, or the crossing of the Adour).

Private Poultney also saw service at Waterloo in Lieutenant-Colonel Master's 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Regiment of Foot Guards. The 2/3rd Battalion 
Foot Guards was stationed near Brussels when Napoleon launched his final 
campaign in June 1815. As a result, the battalion was one of the first into 
action, taking part in the action at Quatre Bras on 16th June, and at Waterloo 
two days later. At Waterloo the 2/3rd Battalion Foot Guards was positioned on 
the right of the British line, with its Light Company helping to defend the 
chateau of Hougoumont, along with the Light Companies of the 1st Foot 
Guards and the Coldstream Guards. Throughout the day the defenders of 
Hougoumont repeatedly repulsed attacks by over 30,000 French soldiers, who 
failed to take the position. At Waterloo the 2/3rd Foot Guards suffered 23% 
casualties at Waterloo, losing 3 officers and 39 men killed, and 9 officers and 
195 men wounded..

Medal accompanied by 2 pages of photocopied service papers. Francis 
Poultney was born in the parish of Asley in Worcestershire and enlisted in 
London at the age of 18, having previously worked as a wheelwright. He saw 
service with the 3rd Foot Guards for just over 6 years. He was discharge on 
11/3/1817, as a result of "being scrofulous" (I.e. suffering from tuberculosus of
the lymphatic glands, a condition known in earlier days as the King's Evil, 
which results in serious swelling to the glands in the neck). At the time of 
discharge Private Poultney's conduct whilst with the colours was noted as 
having been "good". Medal sold with a collector's index card indicating that 
this medal was purchased from James Crichton in September 1921 for £12 and
10 shillings.

£1350 €1620.00

BD079 83RD (COUNTY OF DUBLIN) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL IRISH RIFLES AND PARENT REGIMENT OF THE 
PRESENT-DAY ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT). The framed central section 
from what is probably the earliest Regimental Colour, embroidered in multi-
coloured silk and gold bullion wire on a yellow silk panel depicting the 
regimental title “LXXXIII REGt.” on a neo-classical shield, pre-1800 pattern 

£1850 €2220.00
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“Union Wreath” of roses and thistles around (no shamrocks), circa 1794. 

Silk panel housed in a 19th century “Hogarth” style ebonised and gilt frame 
and recently re-glazed with “Tru Vue Conservation Glass”, silk panel measures
20.5 inches x 23.5 inches  (51mm x 59mm) (vertical) approx, overall 23.5 
inches x 27 inches (51mm x 68.5mm) (vertical) approx. The yellow silk panel 
now somewhat faded, several minor splits around edges of the silk panel (all 
but one of these well away from embroidered central section), frame with 
some wear and contact marks, otherwise good condition.

The 83rd Regiment of Foot was raised at Dublin in 1793 by William Fitch, one
of a number of regiments raised during 1793 for service during the French 
revolutionary wars of 1792 -1802. William Fitch was appointed Colonel of the 
regiment on 28 September 1793, and it sailed for England on Friday 7th 
November 1794, under the command of Colonel Fitch. After landing in 
England, the regiment was placed 83rd in precedence for infantry regiments of
the line and was granted the title 83rd Regiment of Foot. The regiment first 
saw active service in the West Indies in 1795, remaining there until 1803, 
when it returned to England. The regiment next saw service at the Cape of 
Good Hope 1805-1817. In recognition of its distinguished services there, the 
regiment was granted the battle honour “Cape of Good Hope” in 1836, to be 
borne on its colours and regimental devices. The regiment next saw service in 
Ceylon, 1817-1828, embarking for home in 1828 and landing at Portsmouth in 
April and May 1829. After a brief interlude in Scotland the regiment sailed 
from Glasgow to Belfast on 16th August 1830. After being posted to various 
locations in Ireland the regiment marched back to Dublin on 19th August 
1833, after an absence of 38 years.The 83rd Foot raised a second battalion in 
1803. That battalion subsequently saw service during the Peninsular War, 
1809-1814, but was disbanded at the conclusion of hostilities and its battle 
honours transferred to the 1st Battalion.The 83rd Foot amalgamated with the 
86th Foot in 1881 to form the Royal Irish Rifles. That regiment became the 
Royal Ulster Rifles in 1921. The Royal Ulster Rifles amalgamated with the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers and the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers in 1968 to form the 
Royal Irish Rangers, and in 1992 the Royal Irish Rangers amalgamated with 
the Ulster Defence Regiment to form the present day Royal Irish Regiment.

There were two earlier 83rd Regiments of Foot, the first being raised in 1757 
and disbanded in 1763, and the second (the 83rd Royal Glasgow Volunteers) 
being raised in 1777 and disbanded in 1783. The design of the central device 
on the panel from the regimental colour indicates that it was produced after 
these two earlier regiments had been disbanded but prior to 1800. The design 
is of a “Universal” pattern employed on the regimental colours of the various 
regiments raised in 1793 for service during the French revolutionary wars, 
while the wreath of roses and thistles indicates that it was produced prior to the
Act of Union of 1800.  Probably produced in 1794, when the 83rd (County of 
Dublin) Regiment first landed in England and, as was the custom, placed 83rd 
in seniority based on the date of first service in England.

Price includes delivery within Dublin. Not suitable for posting, so purchasers 
from outside Dublin will need to arrange for collection/delivery.

BS4076 PRIVATE C. BELL, 1/27TH (INNISKILLING) REGIMENT (THE POST 
1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS). Waterloo 
Medal 1815, an official late issue (officially impressed in the style normally 
seen on the Military General Service Medal 1793-1814: C. BELL, 27th. REGt.
FOOT.). With its original steel clip and swivelling straight bar suspender, 
similar to the type of suspender seen on many medals issued for the campaigns
in India during the 1840s. Extremely Fine and virtually as struck, lightly toned 
and an attractive example.

£1950 €2340.00
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Medal accompanied by 2 pages of copied service papers, copied medal roll 
extracts (original and published) and copied pension records.

Conway Bell was born in Aughagallon, Co. Antrim, Ireland, in 1771. He 
enlisted into the Inniskilling Fusiliers in 1805. At the time of enlistment he 
stated he was 35 years of age and gave his trade as that of weaver. Bell was 
discharged from the 27th Foot to a Kilmainham pension in 1816, as a result of 
"debility and general ill health". He died 9/3/1851. At the time of his death he 
was receiving a pension of 19 pence per day via the Londonderry Pensions 
Office.

The fact that this medal has an 1840s style suspender and that the officially 
impressed naming on this medal is of the style normally seen on the Military 
General Service Medal 1793-1814, indicates that it was probably a late issue 
or a replacement for a lost medal  and issued circa 1848, shortly before 
Conway Bell's death.

The 27th, 79th and 92nd Regiments suffered the highest casualty rates at 
Waterloo, all three regiments sustaining some 68% casualties. The 27th Foot 
had 14 of their 15 officers and 498 other ranks out of 670 present killed or 
wounded.

bs3812 PRIVATE J. HOLLIDAY, 1ST BATTALION 27TH (INNISKILLING) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS) AND 8TH BATTALION ROYAL VETERAN’S REGIMENT. 
Waterloo Medal (officially impressed: JOSEPH H(.. ..)IDAY, 1st BATT. 27th 
REG. FOOT.). Replacement silver hinged straight bar suspension, scattered 
rim bruises and edge knocks, partially obscuring naming details, as indicated, 
scattered surface marks, otherwise attractively toned and Fine to Good Fine.

Only one man on the Waterloo Medal roll for the 1st Battalion 27th Foot with 
surname beginning with the letter H and ending IDAY. Traces of the letters 
“OLL” between “H” and “IDAY” can also be made out. The Christian name 
Joseph also confirms attribution. 

With 2 pages of photocopied Discharge Papers and photocopied medal rolls 
(original and published). The medal rolls give recipient’s full name as Joseph 
Holliday. The “original” roll states that Holliday served in Captain Henry 
Thomas's Company. This, however, would have been both before and/or after 
the  Battle of Waterloo, Captain Thomas not being present at this action 
(Captain (later Major-General), Henry Thomas saw extensive service during 
the Peninsular War, receiving a Gold Medal for Nivelle with clasps for Orthes 
and Toulouse, and saw service with the regiment again after Waterloo).

Discharge Papers relate to Holliday’s service with the 8th Battalion Royal 
Veteran’s Regiment, and state Holliday was born in the parish of Kirkiel, Co. 
Down, and enlisted into the 8th Battalion Royal Veterans Regiment at Newry, 
Co. Down, on 28/12/1819. Kirkiel is the Ulster Scots spelling for the town of 
Kilkeel, which is located in south county Down, just a few miles along the 
coast from Newry. Papers confirm 15 years and 75 days previous service with 
the 27th Foot, and 202 days as a pensioner prior to re-enlisting into the 8th 
Battalion Royal Veteran’s Regiment. Holliday was discharged from the Royal 
Veteran’s Regiment on 24/3/1821, after a further 1 year and 87 days with the 
colours. (Note: discharge papers spell surname as Holaday).

The Royal Veteran’s Regiment battalions that saw service during the period 
1819-21 were raised to combat the disturbances, agrarian, industrial and 
policital, that swept the United Kingdom in the years immediately following 
the end of the Napoleonic Wars (the most infamous incident that took place 
during this period being the Peterloo Massacre, in Manchester 1819). The 9th 

£2900 €3480.00
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Battalion Royal Veteran’s Regiment was formed at Birr, King’s County (now 
Co. Offaly) in 1819. The battalion saw service in Plymouth from September 
1820 and was disbanded at Dublin in March -April 1821.

At Waterloo the 1st Battalion 27th Foot suffered total casualties of 478 officers
and men killed and wounded, out of a total strength of 698 officers and men 
present, a casualty rate of 68%, the highest casualty rate sustained by any 
regiment at Waterloo. Wellington positioned the 2nd Battalion 27th Foot at the 
strategically important centre of his line, next to the crossroads. There they 
were a constant target for the French infantry, cavalry and artillery, one of the 
French artillery rounds setting off the ammunition dump at the centre of the 
27th's square, this one round alone causing enormous casualties.

Holliday’s Royal Veteran’s Regiment Discharge Papers confirm that, by the 
time of his discharge on 24/3/1821, he had seen 16 years and 364 days service,
either with the colours or as a pensioner. He therefore enlisted into the 27th 
Foot circa 23/3/1804, and would have been serving with the 27th during most 
of the period of the Napoleonic Wars, a period which saw officers and men 
from the 27th Foot taking part in the following 17 actions that saw clasps 
awarded for wear on the MGS Medal: Maida, Corunna, Talavera, Busaco, 
Barossa, Fuentes d’Onor, Abuera, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca, 
Vitoria, Pyrennees, St Sabastian, Nivelle, Nive, Orthe and Toulouse. Holliday 
is not listed on the published MGS Medal roll, so he presumably did not live to
receive his MGS Medal. A check of the muster rolls might reveal which clasps 
he would have been entitled to. I suspect that Holliday would have been 
entitled to a multi-clasp medal had he lived to make a claim.

Given the amount of contact marks and wear on the edge of Holliday’s 
Waterloo Medal, it appears that it was in regular contact with another medal. 
As such, I suspect he may also possibly have been entitled to the 27th Foot’s 
Regimental Medal for the Napoleonic Wars.

BS3699 PRIVATE RICHARD SMITH, 1ST REGIMENT, LIFE GUARDS. Waterloo 
Medal (renamed, re-engraved in a similar style to the original impressed 
naming, serifed block letters: RICHARD SMITH, 1ST. REGT. LIFE 
GUARDS.). Small pawnbroker's mark scratched in field to rear of the Prince 
Regent's bust, original steel clip and replacement steel straight bar suspender, 
Good Very Fine, an attractive example.

With photocopied extract from published roll and extract from original muster 
roll for Waterloo, both of which confirm only one Richard Smith serving with 
the 1st Life Guards.

The 1st Life Guards suffered 36% casualties at Waterloo.

Medal also accompanied by 2 pages photocopied service papers. Richard 
Smith, born Thornton, Lancashire, enlisted into the 1st Life Guards at Colne, 
Lancashire, on 20/1/1812 and was discharged on 10/11/1817 as a result of 
"having suffered from a Fistula brought on by hard riding at Waterloo, and of a
crush, from his horse falling over him at Paris, and thereby impaired health."

A fistula : an abnormal opening or void between a hollow organ and the 
surface of the skin.

£1150 €1380.00

BS3461 CHRISTOPH BAUSEN, 2ND REGIMENT LIGHT DRAGOONS, KING'S 
GERMAN LEGION. Waterloo Medal (officially impressed: CHRISTOPH 
BAUSEN, 2nd REG. LIGHT DRAG. K.G.L.). Original steel clip and ring 
suspender, clip tightened, few minor edge nicks, otherwise an attractive 
example and Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

£2750 €3300.00
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Medal confirmed on roll, which gives spelling of surname as Bansen.

The 2nd Regiment Light Dragoons, King's German Legion, played only a 
subsidiary role during the opening stages of the battle of Waterloo, having 
been detached from their brigade to cover the movements of some French 
cavalry. However, the regiment was brought back to the field of battle late in 
the evening of 18th June, to take part in one of the more important cavalry 
charges of the day, the success of which resulted in the officer who led the 
regiment in the final stages of the charge receiving the thanks of not only the 
regiment's brigade commander, Sir William Dornberg, but also of the Duke of 
Wellington (during the charge the regiment's two senior officers, Lieutenant 
Colonel Jonquieres and Lieutenant Colonel Maydel were both wounded, and 
command of the regiment devolved upon Major Friederichs, who at this 
critical moment rallied the faltering 2nd Light Dragoons and led them forward 
again to break the French cavalry they had been ordered to charge). The 
following account of the charge is taken from the regimental history: "The 
second dragoons of the German Legion made a brilliant charge upon the 
enemy's cavalry during the allied advance. This regiment it will be 
remembered, had been detached from Sir William Dornberg's brigade, in the 
early part of the day, for the purpose of watching a body of the enemy's cavalry
which shewed itself in the neighbourhood of Braine la Leud; bur these 
withdrawing about half-past six, the regiment returned to the field, and soon 
after received orders to charge a large body of the enemy's cuirassiers and 
chasseurs, which stood in a most favourable position behind a ditch. The 
French received the charge with a carbine fire from their rear ranks and then 
went about, followed by the Germans. The superior number of the enemy, 
however, enabled them to wheel round upon the flanks and rear of their 
pursuers, who were thus thrown into disorder, and lieutenant-colonel de 
Jonquieres and Meydell wereboth wounded. At this critical moment major 
Friederichs, on whom the command of the regiment devolved, rallied round 
him a few of the dispersed men, and made front to the enemy; the rest of the 
scattered horsemen soon placed themselves on his flanks, and led by the 
gallant officer, again advanced upon their opponents whom they put to flight, 
capturing a gun and making many prisoners; they also re-took those of the 
regiment who had been made prisoners in the first charge. For his 
distinguished conduct on this occasion major Friederichs received the special 
thanks of the Duke of Wellington, as well as of sir William Dornberg, who 
commanded the brigade."

The charge by the 2nd Light Dragoons of the King's German Legion on the 
evening of 18th June proved enormously costly. Although the regiment had 
survived relatively unscathed up till then, by the end of the day it had suffered 
18% casualties, losing 82 officers and men killed, wounded and missing, out of
the 437 present on the morning of 18th June 1815.

BS3250 THOMAS LLOYD, 1ST DRAGOON GUARDS. Waterloo Medal (officially 
impressed: THOMAS LL(O)YD, 1st REG. DRAGOON GUARDS.). Original 
steel clip and ring suspender, attempted erasure of surname, letters "LL" file 
marked but still clear, letter "O" almost obscured, remaining letters clear, 
otherwise Fine.

Medal confirmed on roll. Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from 
Dwelly's Waterloo Cavalry Roll, which gives spelling of surname as Lloyde, 
and confirms Private Lloyd(e) as having been wounded at Waterloo. The 1st 
Dragoon Guards suffered 50% casualties at Waterloo.

£2650 €3180.00

BS2778 PRIVATE GEORGE ANDREWS, 54TH (WEST NORFOLK) REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION DORSETSHIRE REGIMENT). 
Waterloo Medal (officially impressed: GEORGE ANDREWS, 54th 
REGIMENT FOOT.). Replacement steel clip and ring suspender, Almost Very 
Fine.

£1800 €2160.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

The 1st Battalion 54th Foot formed part of Major General Johnstone's 6th 
Brigade of Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Colville's 4th Division at Waterloo. 
The battalion had the lowest number of casualties of any British regiment 
present at Waterloo, losing 2 other ranks killed and 2 other ranks wounded.

BS3491 DAVID WILLIAMS, 43RD (MONMOUTHSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION THE OXFORDSHIRE 
LIGHT INFANTRY). Regimental prize medal, silver, circular, 57mm. 
Obverse: a crowned bugle horn with "46th Foot" inscribed thereon, legend 
"Monmouthshire Light Infantry" around. Reverse inscribed in 7 lines 
"Presented to / David Williams/ by the officers of / the regiment / a / Token of 
Esteem / 1823". Fitted with loop suspender, hallmarked London 1823 (no 
maker's mark), Good Very Fine.

Balmer R363, this medal.

Bearing in mind the footnote to Balmer's entry with regard to this medal, that 
the 46th Foot were never the Monmouthshire Light Infantry, I have taken a 
very close look at the title "46th Foot" engraved on the bugle that features on 
the obverse of this medal. It is very clear to me that this is a later addition, 
engraved in a much later style, and also engraved over the original engraved 
decorative details on the bugle. It looks to me very much like someone was 
attempting to gild the lily by putting a regimental number on this medal in 
order to make it more saleable, numbering it randomly and in complete 
ignorance of the manner in which the regimental number relates to the 
regimental title, and in so doing, giving it the wrong regimental number to the 
regiment which originally awarded the medal.

As Balmer notes, there was in fact a David Williams of the 43rd 
(Monmouthshire Light Infantry) Regiment, who was commissioned a 
Quartermaster in that regiment on 29/11/1810, presumably as a reward for 
distinguished services during the Peninsular War. Williams continued to server 
as Quartermaster of the Monmouthshire Light Infantry until he retired on 
7/10/1830.

Obviously, this medal needs re-classifying as a prize medal of the 
Monmouthshire Light Infantry, the old 43rd Regiment.

£750 €900.00

BS3490 JOHN CROSSLEY, 84TH (YORK AND LANCASTER) REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION THE YORK AND LANCASTER 
REGIMENT). Regimental prize medal, silver, circular, 51mm. Obverse with 
large rose at centre, crown above, on a scroll below "84th Foot", with "York 
&" and "Lancaster" to left and right. Reverse engraved in 6 lines "The / 
Reward of Merit / 1810 / awarded / to / John Crossley". Integral suspension 
loop and silver ring suspender. Apparently not hallmarked, Good Very Fine.

Balmer 500, this medal.

The recipient would presumably be the John Crossley of the 84th Foot who 
was promoted from the ranks and appointed Quartermaster of the 84th Foot on
27/4/1809, the appointment no doubt being an award for services rendered 
during the Peninsular War (and no doubt for the same services that resulted in 
the award of this Regimental Medal of Merit). Crossly continued to serve as 
Quartermaster of the York & Lancaster Regiment until he retired on 9/3/1813.

£750 €900.00

BS4397 SERGEANT J. SHERARD, EAST INDIA COMPANY'S EUROPEAN 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1829 MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT, POST 
1860 102ND ROYAL MADRAS FUSILIERS AND POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Army of India Medal 1799-
1826, Indian issue variety, with long hyphen on reverse, 1 clasp, Ava (officially

£1850 €2220.00
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engraved naming in a style similar to that seen on other Indian issue Army of 
India Medals, engraved in a combination of running script and serifed capital 
letters: "Serjt." (in running script) and "J. SHERARD EUB REG." (in serifed 
capitals)). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Note error in naming details, "EUB" in error for "EUR".

113 Ava clasps awarded to the East India Company's European Regiment.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, copied extract marriage register 
and extract published medal roll, confirming medal and clasp.

The Sherard family tree, which can be found on Ancestry, includes a 
biographical sketch for John Sherard.

John Sherard (1797-1859) was born Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim. He married 
Charlotte Smith at Secunderabad, Madras, on 14/1/1818 and died at 
Vizagapatatam, Madras Presidency, India on 1/1/1859, aged 62.

The fact that this is an Indian issue of the Army of India Medal confirms that it
was issued to Sherard while he was still resident in India at the time that the 
medal was issued (the issuing of the medal was announced from East India 
House on 25/2/1851, with the army in India being notified on 14/4/1851 and 
medals to recipients resident in India claiming their medals being issued via 
the three Presidencies, Bengal, Bombay and Madras, with the medals 
themselves being distributed to recipients in India from 1852 onwards).

Of the two varieties of this medal the British issue with short hyphen reverse, 
issued to recipients resident in the UK at time of issue, and the Indian issue 
with long hyphen reverse, issued to recipients resident in India at the time of 
issue, the Indian issue is the scarcest, since by the time the medal was issued in
the early 1850s the vast majority of recipients were no longer resident in India.

BS4314 LIEUTENANT (LATER MAJOR-GENERAL) J.F. MUSGROVE, 36TH 
NATIVE INFANTRY. Army of India Medal 1799-1826, British issue,variety 
with short hyphen and "W.W." in exergue on reverse, 1 clasp, Ava (officially 
impressed: LIEUT. J.F.MUSGROVE, 36TH. N.I.). Small edge bruise to 
obverse rim at 4 o'clock, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

John Forbes Musgrove (1801-1874) was born in the parish of St James, 
London, on 15/5/1801. Musgrove was appointed a Cadet, Madras 
Establishment, 1819 and was first commissioned Ensign 6/4/1820, promoted 
Lieutenant, 18th Madras Native Infantry, 13/2/1821, Captain 23/5/1832, Major
26/9/1845, Lieutenant-Colonel 30/8/1853, Colonel 15/9/1856 and retired with 
the rank of Major-General in 1857. He is recorded in the 1861 census as a 58 
year old retired Major-General living in Kensington, London with his 49 year 
old wife Mary, son and daughter and two servants, and in the 1871 census as a 
67 year old retired Major-General, Indian Army, still resident in Kensington 
with his wife Mary, son and two servants. Major-General Musgrove died at 4 
Courtland Terrace, London, on 28/4/1874.

Major-General Musgrove commanded various regiments of the Madras Native 
Infantry during the 1850s, including the 31st, the 36th and the 45th Regiments 
and was Colonel of the 43rd Native Infantry from 15/9/1856.

Musgrove married Mary Caroline Stockdale on 3/9/1827 in Madras.

Provenance: Glendinings, 20/7/1953; Seaby's, December 1854; Glendinings, 

£2750 €3300.00
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31/1/1958; and Seaby's May and September 1958.

BS4287 PRIVATE (LATER SERGEANT) CHARLES LENNON, BENGAL 
EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE POST 1860 101ST ROYAL BENGAL 
FUSILIERS REGIMENT, WHICH IN 1881 BECAME THE 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). PRIOR TO SEEING 
SERVICE WITH THE BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT, LENNON SAW 
SERVICE WITH THE 101ST (DUKE OF YORK'S IRISH) REGIMENT OF 
FOOT. Army of India Medal 1803-1826, 1 clasp, Bhurtpoor (officially 
impressed in serifed block capitals: CHAs. LENNON, EUR. REGt.). 
Extremely Fine.

Army of India Medals with the Bhurtpoor clasp to the Bengal European 
Regiment are seldom offered for sale.

Medal accompanied by 101st Foot enlistment record (1815), Chelsea Pension 
record and copied extract published medal roll, confirming medal and clasp.

Charles Lennon was born in Belfast, Co. Antrim. He enlisted into the 101st 
(Duke of York's Irish) Regiment at Glasgow on 27/6/1815. At the time of 
enlistment he was 30 years of age and gave his trade as that of labourer. 
Lennon was apparently illiterate, signing the enlistment and attestation roll 
with his mark, an X. The 101st (Duke of York's Irish) Regiment was disbanded
in 1817 as a result of the army reduction following the end of the Napoleonic 
wars. Lennon subsequently enlisted in the East India Company's army, being 
posted for service with the Bengal European Regiment. He was discharged 
from the Bengal European Regiment in 1830 and was granted a Chelsea Out-
Pension on 11/8/1830. Lennon's pension payments were transferred to the 
Dublin No. 1 District on 26/12/1848. Pension records confirm that, 
immediately prior to being granted a pension, Lennon had been serving as a 
Sergeant in the Bengal Infantry.

The 101st (Duke of York's Irish) Regiment was the fourth regiment to be 
numbered 101st, the three other regiments allocated that regimental number 
being disbanded in 1763, 1783 and 1795. The regiment was originally raised 
following the grant of a Royal warrant to raise a regiment of foot issued to the 
Honourable Augustus Dillon, in 1805 (Dillon had previously seen service in 
the French army with the Catholic Irish Brigade from 1792 to 1798). The 
regiment was initially raised in Ireland but later also recruited men from 
throughout the United Kingdom. Dillon's 101st Regiment was one of the last 
regiments in the British army to be raised by the granting of a Royal Warrant 
to a private individual to do so. The regiment was stationed in Jamaica when 
Lennon enlisted but returned to England in detachments during 1816 and 1817 
and was disbanded on 7/1/1817.

The European regiments of the East India Company, the Bengal, Madras and 
Bombay European Regiments, transferred to the British Army in 1858, 
following the end of the Indian Mutiny, the three former East India Company's 
European regiments being numbered the 101st, 102nd and 103rd Regiments of
Foot respectively. Coincidentally, in 1858 the Bengal European Regiment were
granted the same regimental number as the entirely different regiment that 
Lennon had enlisted into in 1815.

£2450 €2940.00

BS3377 PRIVATE J. SULLIVAN, 1ST MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Army of India
Medal, short hyphen reverse, 1 clasp, Ava (officially impressed: J. 
SULLIVAN, EUR. REGT.). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine.

113 Ava clasps to the 1st Madras European Regiment

£1800 €2160.00

BS3376 PRIVATE JOHN CONNISTER, 87TH FOOT (THE POST 1880 1ST £2400 €2880.00
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BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS). Army of India Medal, short 
hyphen reverse, 1 clasp, Nepaul (officially impressed: JOHN CONNISTER, 
87TH FOOT.). Some minor edge bruising and contact marks, otherwise Good 
Very Fine.

Medal and clasp confirmed on roll, only 54 Nepaul clasps to the 87th Foot.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages of photocopied service papers, on which 
Connister's surname is spelt Connester. John Connister was born at Kilbride, 
Co. Roscommon, and enlisted into the 87th Foot at Athlone on 28/2/1810. At 
the time of enlistment he was 16 years of age, and volunteered for unlimited 
service. Connister saw service in India from September 1812 until May 1826, 
but was discharged on 9/6/1826 in consequence of "Long Service".

BS1997 PRIVATE TOBIAS BUTLER, BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT (2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Army of India Medal, 1 clasp, 
Kirkee and Poona (officially impressed: T. BUTLER, EUR. REGt.). Good 
Very Fine.

Kirkee and Poona clasp rare, only 88 to European recipients, including 40 to 
the Bombay European Regiment. Medal and clasp confirmed on roll

£4750 €5700.00

BS4418 GHUZNEE MEDAL 1839, steel straight bar suspender (unnamed, as issued). 
Light surface porosity (possibly due to the medal having been lacquered at 
some stage by a collector, to prevent tarnishing), otherwise Very Fine to Good 
Very Fine and now with an attractive light tone.

£350 €420.00

BS4004 CANDAHAR, GHUZNEE, CABUL MEDAL, CABUL 1842 REVERSE, 
unnamed, as issued. Original steel clip and straight bar suspender, attractively 
toned, Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

£950 €1140.00

BS3975 THE CHINA MEDAL 1840-42 AWARDED TO PRIVATE BENJAMIN 
PEARSON, 18TH (THE ROYAL IRISH) REGIMENT, A CASUALTY OF 
THE 1840-42 CAMPAIGN IN CHINA. China Medal 1840-42, original 
German silver straight bar suspender (officially impressed: BENJAMIN 
PEARSON. 18th REGIMENT FOOT). Attractive old dark tone, Extremely 
Fine and virtually as struck.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts from the 1841 British Army World 
Wide Index and the Regimental History. 

The 1841 British Army World Wide Index records 578 Private Benjamin 
Pearson, 18th Foot, as being present at "Hong Kong & Canton". He is recorded
in the Regimental History as having died of disease during the campaign in 
China of 1840-42. 

The regimental history records the 18th Foot's casualties during the campaign 
in China as 2 officers and 9 other ranks killed, 6 officers and 77 other ranks 
wounded and 11 officers and 214 other ranks died of disease. Following the 
end of the campaign in mainland China, the 18th Foot transferred to the island 
of Kulangsu, where a further 6 officers and 13 other ranks died of disease. 

Benjamin Pearson is recorded in the Regimental History as having died during 
the campaign on the Chinese mainland during 1840-42 (the Regimental 
History only lists campaign casualties, not those officers and men who died of 
disease at Kulangsu).

The campaign of 1840-42 in China was a punitive expedition in response to 
attacks in British traders in China, merchant shipping in Chinese waters and 
the treatment of British diplomatic representatives, the expedition being 
dispatched in retribution for these attacks and to enforce the terms of 
previously negotiated commercial treaties. During the campaign the 18th Foot 

£1350 €1620.00
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took part in numerous actions, including the capture of Tinghae, the assault on 
the Chinese forts in the Canton River, the assault on Amoy, the assault on 
Chinhai at the mouth of the Ning Po River, the destruction of the Chinese 
arsenal at Chapoo, and the capture of the imperial fortress at Chinkingfu. 
Following the end of the campaign the regiment was posted to the island of 
Kulangsu, in the mistaken belief that the climate there would prove more 
favourable, but in the event the regiment continued to suffer large numbers of 
casualties as a result of sickness and disease.

Prior to seeing service in China 1840-42, the 18th Foot had not seen active 
service since the campaign of 1801 in Egypt.  Pearson is not recorded in the 
regimental muster rolls as having taken part in that campaign. The China 
Medal 1840-42 was his sole medal entitlement.

BS4360 CORPORAL J. JOHNSTONE, 3RD TROOP, 2ND BRIGADE BENGAL 
HORSE ARTILLERY, LATER STAFF SERGEANT (CARPENTER 
SERGEANT) TOWN MAJOR'S LIST AND OFFICIATING SUB-
CONDUCTOR, BENGAL ARMY. Gwalior Star, Punniar obverse  (officially 
egraved in running script: Corporal J. Johnstone 3 Troop 2nd Brigade Horse 
Artillery). Replacement white metal straight bar suspender attached to reverse 
of medal by neat vertical suspension flange,.One nut lacking from reverse on 
lower end of suspension flange, otherwise Good Very Fine, a rare (perhaps 
unique) Punniar Star to the 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade, Bengal Horse Artillery.

Medal accompanied by brief copied biographical and service details. 

James Johnstone (surname sometimes spelt Johnston) was born in Dublin, 
Ireland. He enlisted into the Bengal Army at Liverpool on 24/4/1838 for 
unlimited service, giving his trade at time of enlistment as Coach Maker. 
Johnstone sailed for India aboard the Repulse in 1838 and in India was initially
posted for service as a gunner with the 1st Troop, 3rd Brigade, Bengal Horse 
Artillery. Johnstone saw service at Punniar with 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade, 
Bengal Horse Artillery and was subsequently promoted Staff Sergeant 
(Carpenter Sergeant), Town Major's List, 31/1/1851 and Sub Conductor, 
Bengal Army, February 1857.

The battles of Punniar and Maharajpoor were both fought on the same day, 
29th December 1843. British Battles and Medals records the 3rd Troop, 2nd 
Brigade Bengal Horse Artillery being present as a unit at Maharajpoor, not 
Punniar. The 1st Troop, 3rd Brigade and 3rd Troop, 3rd Brigade were the only 
troops of Bengal Horse Artillery present at Punniar as a unit. Johnstone was 
therefore, presumably, as was commonplace at the time, seconded for service 
from the 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade, to one of the two troops of the 3rd Brigade 
present at Punniar (perhaps the 1st Troop, 3rd Brigade, which Johnstone first 
saw service in on arrival in India) and his Punniar Star is therefore rare 
(possibly unique) to the 3rd Troop 2nd Brigade BHA.

£850 €1020.00

BS3700 GWALIOR STAR, PUNIAR OBVERSE (name erased). Fitted with ornate 
replacement hinged white metal straight bar suspender. Good Very Fine. A 
useful space filler.

£400 €480.00

BS1842 GWALIOR STAR 1843, MAHARAJPOOR OBVERSE, with its original brass
hook suspension device to reverse (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine or 
perhaps a little better, and a useful space filler.

£650 €780.00

BS3917 GWALIOR STAR 1843, MAHARAJPOOR OBVERSE (naming erased). 
Replacement white metal hinged straight bar suspender. Good Very Fine.

Although naming erased, still a useful and attractive space filler.

£400 €480.00

BS4373 SERGEANT JOSEPH KILLACKEY, 31st (HUNTINGDONSHIRE) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION EAST SURREY 

£850 €1020.00
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REGIMENT). Sutlej Medal 1845-46, Moodkee 1845 reverse, 3 clasps, 
Sobraon, Aliwal, Ferozeshuhur (renamed, engraved in plain block capitals: 
JOSEPH KILLACKEY 31st. REGT.). Clasps listed in order fitted, attractively 
toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by extract published Sutlej Medal roll confirming medal 
and clasps and that Killackey saw service during the Sutlej campaign as 1857 
Private.

Medal also accompanied by copied extracts Crimea Medal rolls confirming 
that Killackey saw service in the Crimea as a Sergeant with the 31st Foot (also 
entitled Crimea Medal with Alma, Inkermann and Sebastopol clasps).

The 31st Foot were extensively engaged during the Sutlej campaign, suffering 
over 157 casualties at Moodkee, 18/12/1845, 61 killed and 102 wounded at 
Ferozeshuhur, 21st - 22nd December 1845, one killed and 15 wounded at 
Aliwal, 28/1/1846, and 35 killed and 119 wounded at Sobraon, 10/2/1846.

BS4357 PRIVATE STEPHEN ELLIS, 16TH LANCERS. Sutlej Medal 1845-46, Aliwal
1846 reverse, 1 clasp, Sobraon (officially impressed: STEPHEN ELLIS 16th 
LANCERS). The suspender on this medal and clasp are both good quality, 
contemporary, extra large tailor's copies (see note below), rim plugged at 6 
o'clock, light rim bruises and scattered contact marks, otherwise Almost Very 
Fine. Mounted for display on a card mount, with a post 1902 pattern King's 
crown 16th Lancers cap badge.

NOTE: This medal was customised, presumably by the recipient. The Sobraon 
clasp is a contemporary tailor's copy, somewhat larger than the officially issued
clasps (45mm wide, as opposed to the officially issued clasps approx 33mm 
wide) and the clasp itself is mounted on a replacement, contemporary, extra 
wide suspender of the same design as the officially issued suspenders.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extract, confirming medal and clasp, 
4 pages copied service papers and extract 1861 census return. 

Only one Stephen Ellis on the Sutlej Medal roll for the 16th Lancers, 735 
Private Stephen Ellis.

Stephen Ellis was born in Leeds circa 1811 and enlisted into the 16th Lancers 
at Leeds on 28/2/1833. At time of enlistment he was 22 years and 9 months old
and gave his trade as cloth weaver. Ellis never rose above the rank of Private 
and was discharged at Carlow, Ireland, on 28/5/1857. At the time of discharge 
Ellis gave his intended place of residence as Leeds. 

At the time of discharge Ellis's conduct was described as having been "latterly 
that of a good soldier", but service papers also note that he had been court 
martialed in 1833 for using threatening language to the sentry at the "Union" 
gate at Maidstone and was again court martialed at Dublin for "quitting the 
Royal Barrack piquet without leave and being found in the canteen", in 
November 1855. Service papers confirm that, in addition to service at home, 
Ellis saw service in Afghanistan and India for eleven years, 30/1/1845 to 
11/8/1846, taking part in the campaign in Afghanistan in 1839  (awarded 
Ghuznee Medal 1839) and taking part in the actions at Aliwal and Sobraon, 
January and February 1846 (awarded Sutlej Medal with Aliwal 1846 reverse 
and Sobraon clasp).

Stephen Ellis is recorded in the 1861 census as a 50 year old married man 
living in Leeds with his 53 year old wife Jane Ellis.

£485 €582.00
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BS3813 PRIVATE P. CROGAN, 1ST BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1860 101ST ROYAL BENGAL FUSILIERS AND POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Sutlej Medal, Ferozeshuhur 
reverse, 1 clasp, Sobroan (officially impressed: P: CROGAN 1st. E:L:I:). 
Scattered rim nicks and bruises and some surface contact marks, otherwise 
Good Very Fine and attractively toned.

£700 €840.00

BS4412DA
M

PRIVATE ALEX SCOTT, 1ST BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1860 103RD ROYAL BOMBAY FUSILIERS AND POST 1880 2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Punjab Medal 1848-49, no 
clasp (officially engraved in a slightly later style: ALEX SCOTT. 1st. EUR. 
REG.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine and rare as a no clasp medal to the 
1st Bombay European Regiment.

Medal accompanied by brief copied biographical and service details, along 
with copied extract from the original medal roll, which confirms that Scott was
entitled to a no-clasp medal for service with the detachment of the 1st Bombay
European Regiment that saw service during the Punjab campaign under the 
command of Captain C.R. Hogg of the 1st Bombay Fusiliers from 18/3/1849, 
by which date the active stage of the campaign had come to a close following 
the actions at Mooltan, 7/9/1848 to 22/1/1849, Chilianwala,13/1/1849, and 
Goojerat, 21/2/1849.

Alexander Scott was born in Portsmouth, Hampshire. He enlisted into the 
Bombay Army at London on 13/8/1844 for unlimited service and at the time of
enlistment gave his trade as Hair Dresser. Scott sailed for India aboard the 
Duchess of Northumberland, arriving in India in late 1844. He was initially 
posted for service with the 2nd Bombay European Light Infantry  (the post 
1857 2nd Bombay Light Infantry Regiment, post-1861 106th Bombay Light 
Infantry Regiment and post-1880 2nd Battalion The Durham Light Infantry), 
transferred to the 1st Bombay European Regiment on 10/6/1848 and saw 
service with that latter regiment during the closing stages of the Punjab 
Campaign 1848-49. Scott was discharged in February 1854.

£450 €540.00

BS4410 PRIVATE HENRY WARD, 1ST BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1860 103RD ROYAL BOMBAY FUSILIERS AND POST 1880 2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Punjab Medal 1848-49, 2 
clasps, Goojerat, Mooltan (officially impressed: HENRY WARD, 1st. EUR. 
FUs.). Clasps listed in order fitted, couple of minor rim nicks, otherwise 
attractively toned and Almost Extremely Fine.

£650 €780.00

BS4401 PRIVATE THOMAS HOLMES, 1ST EUROPEAN FUSILIERS (THE POST 
1860 103RD ROYAL BOMBAY FUSILIERS AND POST 1880 2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS), WOUNDED IN ACTION AT 
MOOLTAN, SUBSEQUENTLY INVALIDED TO EUROPE AND 
PENSIONED AS A RESULT OF WOUNDS RECEIVED AT MOOLTAN. 
Punjab Campaign Medal 1848-1849, 1 clasp, Mooltan (officially impressed: 
THOs. HOLMES, 1st. EUR. FUs.). Scattered rim nicks and surface contact 
marks, otherwise Good Very Fine, the Mooltan clasp scarce to the 1st 
European Fusiliers as a single clasp.

Punjab Medal scarce with single clasp Mooltan, only 102 single clasps medals 
awarded to the 1st European Fusiliers (in addition to 789 with two clasps, 
Mooltan and Goojerat clasp).

Medal accompanied by copied biographical and service details, Chelsea 
Pensioner admission record and copied extract published medal roll 
confirming Holmes entitled to single clasp Mooltan only and that he was 
invalided to "Europe".

Thomas Holmes was born in Highgate, Middlesex (some records state Enfield,

£975 €1170.00
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Middlesex). He enlisted into the Bombay Army at London on 28/12/1840 for 
unlimited service, giving his trade at the time of enlistment as labourer. 
Holmes sailed for India aboard the Euxine, arriving in 1841, where he was 
posted for service with the 1st Bombay European Regiment. Holmes was 
severely wounded in action at Mooltan, gunshot wound to chest, and 
evacuated to Europe as a result of his wounds, and pensioned on 8/5/1849, 
being admitted a Chelsea Pensioner on 19/9/1849 "left arm useless from gun 
shot wound in chest received in action at Mooltan".
 
The siege, assault on and capture of the Sikh fortress at Mooltan, 7 September 
1848 to 22 January 1849, was a protracted and hard fought affair. The 
regimental history of the 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers, "Crown and 
Company", records the attacking forces' artillery as having fired some 36,000 
rounds during the operations at Mooltan and sustaining some 1,153 officers 
and men killed and wounded. 

BS4113 GUNNER J. McCARTER, 3RD TROOP, BOMBAY HORSE ARTILLERY 
BRIGADE, 1ST BOMBAY REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. Punjab Medal 
1848-49, 2 clasps, Goojerat, Mooltan (officially impressed: GUNNER JAMES
McCARTER 3rd. TROOP BRIGADE H. ARTy.) Attractively toned, Good 
Very Fine or perhaps a little better and rare to the Bombay Horse Artillery, No. 
3 Troop being the only troop from the brigade present during the Punjab 
campaign.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied discharge papers.

James McCarter was born in the parish of Tamlet, Moneymore, Co. Tyrone. He
enlisted into the Bombay Artillery as a Gunner, at Hereford, on 26/3/1844. At 
time of enlistment he was 21 years of age and gave his trade as that of servant. 
After seeing service in the Punjab campaign McCarter was seriously injured as
a result of a parade-ground accident in 1851. As a result of this injury, he was 
transferred to the non-effective list, joining the Ordnance Department as an 
Acting Laboratory Man on 29/11/1853 and was appointed Acting Storeman, 
Corporal, on 19/2/1856 and Acting Storeman, Sergeant, on 27/12/1856. 
McCarter was removed from the non-effective list on 11/7/1857 and re-
appointed Gunner, before again being promoted Bombardier, 18/4/1859. He 
volunteered to transfer from the East India Company Army to the British Army
on 21/3/1859 (5th Brigade, Royal Artillery) and was discharged at Hyderabad 
on 2/11/1861, suffering from "curvature of the spine and general disability, the 
effect of climate". At the time of discharge McCarty was 31 years and 8 
months old, and had total pensionable service of 19 years and 202 days 
(including 18 years and 363 days in India). 

The examining doctor who discharged McCarter as unfit for further service 
noted on his discharge papers that "Gunner McCarter's disability seems to have
been caused by a severe injury received on parade in the early part of the year 
1851, which I believe induced the curvature of the spine which now 
incapacitates him from further service." 

The Punjab Medal was McCarter's sole medal entitlement.

No. 3 Troop, Bombay Horse Artillery was originally raised in 1824. In 1849 
the Bombay Horse Artillery Brigade comprised four European troops, No. 3 
Troop being the only one to see service during the Punjab campaign of 1846-
49. Following McCarter's discharge No. 3 Troop Bombay Horse Artillery 
transferred to the British army in 1862, when it became "C" Troop of the 4th 
Horse Brigade, Royal Artillery.

£1350 €1620.00

BS4033 CAPTAIN (LATER LIEUTENANT-COLONEL) E.S. CAPEL, 53RD 
BENGAL NATIVE INFANTRY (1811-1896). Punjab Medal 1848-49, no clasp
(officially impressed: CAPTn. E.F. CAPEL. 53rd. BENGAL N.I.). Attractive 

£465 €558.00
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old dark tone, Extremely Fine.

Also entitled Kabul 1842 Medal.

Medal accompanied by extensive copied research, including extracts from 
"List of Officers of the Bengal Army", Burke's Peerage and Baronetage, East 
India directories and Army Lists of the period and London Gazette Extracts.

Edward Samuel Capel was the third and youngest son of the Honourable 
William Robert Capel,  fourth son of William, 4th Earl of Essex. Born 
Watford, 22/4/1811, he was commissioned Ensign, 33rd Bengal Native 
Infantry, 14/1/1829, posted as Ensign to the 53rd Bengal Native Infantry and 
3/6/1829, Lieutenant, 8/10/1836, appointed Adjutant, Calcutta Native Militia, 
13/5/1843 to 18/8/1843, and retired from the Bengal Army on 20/4/1855 
(promoted Lieutenant-Colonel post-retirement). He saw active service in the 
First Afghan War, 1842, including the forcing of the Khyber Pass and re-
occupation of Kabul (awarded Kabul 1842 Medal) and later as a Lieutenant, 
53rd Native Infantry, with General Pollock's force. He subsequently saw 
service in the Second Sikh War as a Captain in the 53rd Native Infantry 
(medal). Lieutenant-Colonel Capel died at Ladies Close, Watford, on 
28/5/1896.

Capel is recorded in "Officer Casualties of the Indian Armies 1803-1946" as 
being a retired Lieutenant-Colonel in the Bengal Cavalry.

bs3868 JOHN NESBITT, 29TH FOOT (THE POST 1881 1ST BATTALION THE 
WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT). Punjab Medal 1848-49, 2 clasps, 
Goojerat, Chilianwala (officially impressed: JOHN NESBITT, 29TH. FOOT.). 
Medal rim holed and plugged at 3 o'clock, 6 o'clock and 9 o'clock,  probably 
removed from a menu holder or similar, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Private Nesbitt was wounded in action at Chillianwala, 13/1/1849. 

The following biographical details were obtained from the Worcestershire 
Regiment Museum: Born 1815, Nesbitt enlisted 20/9/1839, age 24, joining the 
29th Foot on 8/10/1839. He died on 1/8/1860.

£625 €750.00

bs3686 PRIVATE T. WATTS, 1ST BATTALION 60TH KING'S ROYAL RIFLE 
CORPS. Punjab Medal 1848-49, 2 clasps, Goojerat, Mooltan (officially 
impressed: T. WATTS, 1st. Bn. 60th. R. RIFLES). Attractively toned, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extracts from the original medal roll, which confirms only 
one T. Watts seeing service with the 1st KRRC during the Punjab campaign.

£650 €780.00

BS3410 PRIVATE PATRICK DONAHON, 29TH (WORCESTERSHIRE) REGIMENT
(THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION THE WORCESTERSHIRE 
REGIMENT). Punjab Campaign Medal 1848-49, 1 clasp, Chilianwala 
(officially re-named, in the style seen on medals awarded to Indian Army 
regiments, engraved in running script: Private Patrick Donahon, H.M. 29th 
Regt.). Suspender slack, otherwise Almost Very Fine.

Private Patrick Donahon was wounded in action at Chilianwala, 13/1/1849.

Given the fact that this medal is officially re-named in the style normally seen 
to Indian Army regiments, it is probably a late issue or a replacement for a lost 
medal.

£650 €780.00

BS3369 C.W. BAYLEY, 9TH LANCERS. Punjab Medal, 2 clasps, Goojerat, 
Chilianwalla (officially impressed: C.W. BAYLEY, 9TH. LANCERS.). Small 
test mark to obverse rim at 6 o'clock, scattered contact marks to rim and 
surfaces, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£650 €780.00
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Medal and clasps confirmed on roll. 13982 Private Charles W. Bailey is also 
confirmed on the Sutlej Medal Roll as being entitled to the medal for that 
campaign with Sobroan clasp.

BS3309 J. SHELDON, 24TH(2ND WARWICKSHIRE) FOOT (THE POST 1880 
SOUTH WALES BORDERERS). Punjab Campaign Medal, 2 clasps, 
Goojerat, Chilianwala (officially impressed: J. SHELDON, 24TH FOOT.). 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll, which gives Christian name as John and 
regimental number as 2172. The 24th Foot suffered enormous casualties at the 
battle of Chilianwala. It went into action with a strength of 31 officers and 
1,065 other ranks, but had 13 officers and 225 men killed and 9 officers and 
278 men wounded, in all nearly half the regiment's strength. In addition, the 
Queen's Colour was lost. The regimental history gives two possibilities as to 
its fate, either it fell into a pool, where the officer who was carrying it was hit, 
or its staff was broken and a Private Connolly wrapped the Colour around his 
body underneath his uniform in order to prevent its falling into the hands of the
Sikhs. Private Connolly was subsequently killed and it is presumed that the 
Colour was buried with him. The Regimental Colour was rescued by a Private 
Perry when the officer who was carrying it, Ensign Collis, fell.

£1100 €1320.00

bs2957 PRIVATE J. LOVE, 2ND BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE POST 
1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Punjab Medal 
1848-1849, 2 clasps, Goojerat, Chilianwala (officially impressed: J. LOVE. 
2ND. EUR. REGt.). Scattered light rim nicks and surface contacts, presumably
from contact with another medal or medals, otherwise Good Very Fine.

The medal roll for the Indian Mutiny lists a Private John Love of the 2nd 
Bengal European Regiment, presumably the recipient of this medal, as also 
being entitled to the Indian Mutiny Medal with Delhi clasp.

£650 €780.00

BS2951 SERGEANT J. HOWELLS, 53RD FOOT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION KING'S SHROPSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY). Punjab Medal 
1848-1849, no clasp (officially impressed: SERJT. J. HOWELLS, 53rd. 
FOOT). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied Medal Roll extracts dated 15th June 1851,
confirming no clasp medal, that recipient was employed during the campaign 
in the Punjab to the occupation of Peshawar and had embarked for England on 
1st February 1851 (presumably time expired).

£450 €540.00

BS2746 PRIVATE JOHN COSTELLOE, 10TH (NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE) FOOT 
(THE POST 1880 LINCOLNSHIRE REGIMENT). Punjab Medal, 2 clasps, 
Goojerat, Mooltan (officially renamed, engraved in running script in the same 
style as seen on medals with engraved namining issued to Indian Army units: 
1941 John Costelloe 10th. Regt.). Overall light contact marks, rim contact 
marked at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock, otherwise Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of photocopied discharge papers. John 
Costello attested for the 10th Foot on 6th April 1843, and spent a total of 22 
years and 111 days with the regiment before being finally discharged on 25th 
July 1865 at Chatham. Private Costello spent 15 years and 10 months in the 
East Indies, during which time he earned medals for the Sutlej campaign, the 
Punjab (clasps for Goojerat and Mooltan) and the Indian Mutiny (Lucknow 
clasp). He was wounded in action on 20th July 1857, at Arragh, receiving a 
gunshot wound to the right leg. 

Given that the naming on this medal is engraved in the same style as that on 
medals issued to Indian Army units, it is probably a late issue medal,  possibly 
an official replacement for Private Costello's original medal lost during the 

£450 €540.00
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Indian Mutiny (?).

BS2745 SERGEANT HENRY CATESBY, 1ST BOMBAY EUROPEAN FUSILIERS 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Punjab
Campaign Medal, 2 clasps, Goojerat, Mooltan (officially impressed: SERJT. 
HENRY CATESBY, 1st. EUR. FUSILIERS.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical and service details taken from the 30th 
September 1850 Bombay Army Muster of the 1st European Fusiliers. Henry 
Catesby was born at Norfolk, England. He enlisted circa 1841, at the age of 20,
and disembarked in India from the transport Glendy on 20th July 1841. Medal 
and clasps confirmed on roll.

£700 €840.00

BS2744 PRIVATE PATRICK THUMPKIN, 1ST BOMBAY EUROPEAN FUSILIERS 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Punjab
Medal 1848-1849, 1 clasp, Mooltan (officially impressed: PATk. THUMPKIN,
1st. EUR. FUs.). Good Very Fine, and a scarce confirmed single clasp medal to
the regiment.

Patrick Thumpkin, a labourer from Carlow, originally enlisted at Wexford on 
3rd March 1845, and arrived in India aboard the transport Mary Ann later that 
year. He is confirmed on the medal roll as being entitled to the Punjab Medal 
with Mooltan clasp only, and the casualty roll additionally notes that he had 
been invalided to "Europe". The 1st Bombay European Fusiliers received 124 
no bar medals, 132 medals with the single bar Mooltan and 969 with the two 
clasps Mooltan and Goojerat.

The 1st Bombay European Fusiliers played a prominent part in the taking of 
Mooltan. During the storming of the fortress of Mooltan, 2nd January 1849, 
the 1st Bombay Europeans carried the Kooni Boorj breach, where the Queen's 
Colour of the regiment was planted by Sergeant (afterwards Major) John 
Bennett of the regiment, who was awarded a commission for his bravery on 
this occasion, the pike of the colour being severed by a bullet as he held it. For 
their services at the storming of Mooltan, the 1st Bombay Europeans were 
awarded the battle honour "Mooltan".

£650 €780.00

BS2717 CAPTAIN (LATER MAJOR) N. VICARY, 2ND BENGAL EUROPEAN 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER 
FUSILIERS). Punjab Campaign Medal 1848-1849, 2 clasps, Goojerat, 
Chilianwala (officially impressed: CAPT. N. VICARY, 2nd. EUR. REGt.). 
Almost Extremely Fine.

The son of Benjamin Vicary of Wexford, a solicitor, Nathanial Vicary was 
baptised in the parish of St Peter's, Dublin, 29th July 1805. He was educated at
Wexford, and was accepted as a Cadet by the East India Company in 1824, 
arriving in India on 23rd July 1825. Commissioned Ensign 20th March 1825, 
he was promoted Lieutenant 25th June 1826, Captain 24th January 1845, 
retired 15th November 1849, and was promoted Honorary Major 28th 
November 1854. 

 Vicary was first posted for service with the 4th Native Bengal Infantry, 1825. 
He was granted leave of absence on a sick certificate in New South Wales, 
Australia, from 17th March 1836 to 7th May 1838. He transferred to the newly
raised 2nd Bengal European Regiment on 8th October 1839. Later, he was 
Executive Officer of the Allahabad Goorhshaiganj Division of the Grand Trunk
Road from 18th December 1841 to 6th May 1842. Vicary saw active service 
during the 2nd Sikh War, taking part in the action at Ramnagar, the Passage of 
the Chenab, and the battles of Chilianwana and Goojerat (awarded medal and 
2 clasps).

Major Vicary's wife, Ann, died at Ghazipur on 18th July 1838, age 38, Major 

£1500 €1800.00
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Vicary passing away himself on 13th September 1863.

BS2705 THE PUNJAB CAMPAIGN MEDAL AWARDED TO CAPTAIN (LATER 
MAJOR) HENRY J. WOODWARD, 1ST BOMBAY EUROPEAN 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN 
FUSILIERS), THE FIRST REGIMENTAL HISTORIAN OF THE 1ST 
BOMBAY EUROPEAN FUSILIERS. Punjab Medal 1848-49, 2 clasps, 
Mooltan, Goojerat (officially impressed: CAPTN. HENRY J. WOODWARD, 
1ST. EUR. FUSILIERS.). Good Very Fine.

Henry Jacob Woodward was appointed a Cadet in the East India Company's 
service during the season of 1826, and  first commissioned Ensign, 1st 
Bombay European Regiment, 16th February 1827, and promoted Lieutenant, 
10th May 1829, Captain, 16th February 1842, and retired with the rank of 
Major on 28 November 1854 

The regimental history, "Crown and Company", quotes extensively from the 
journal of W.G. Mainwaring, who saw service as a Subaltern with the 1st 
Bombay European Regiment during the Punjab campaign. Woodward being 
mentioned on a number of occasions in the journal extracts with regard to the 
operations around Mooltan, September 1848 to January 1849. Mainwaring 
records that on Sunday 15th October 1848 a wing of the regiment embarked 
aboard the steamer Meteor and the flatboat Ravee at Tatta Bunder, No. 9 
Company and 47 men from No. 10 Company aboard the steamer, with the 
remaining companies travelling in the flatboat under the command of 
Woodward. Mainwaring later recorded that, on Monday 23rd October, the 
wing of the regiment arrived at a wood station, where they were due to pick up
fuel and supplies, and that the supplies, which comprised beef and mutton, 
were not fit to eat. As a result, it appears that the men of the regiment set about 
obtaining supplies of fresh meat themselves, the head of the local village later 
complaining that men from the regiment were stealing his chickens. At this 
point Woodward ordered that "assembly" be sounded, whereupon he formed 
up the wing of the regiment and began haranguing them about their behaviour, 
asking the assembled troops "have any of you men bought chickens?". There 
was dead silence, whereupon Woodward responded "Then if nobody has 
bought any chickens, there can be no chickens to cook tomorrow morning. 
Orderly Sergeants, take care that the men have no chickens tomorrow 
morning". Woodward had obviously caught his men out, and the rest of the 
evening found them men complaining bitterly and making every excuse for the
fact that they actually had chickens. Eventually, Woodward relented and 
countermanded his anti-fowl-cooking order, but placed a guard of 2 sergeants, 
2 corporals and 12 sergeants over the village to prevent any further rustling. 
On Tuesday 28th November Woodward, with two other officers, were tasked 
with evacuating a body of sick men down-river to Sukkur. On Sunday 24th 
December the steamer Napier returned with the sick men who  had recovered, 
along with Woodward and five other officers. 

The final operations around and assault on Mooltan took place in late 
December of 1848 and January 1849. Woodward is noted as having played a 
prominent part in the operations of 27th December, when the Sikh forces 
attempted to move out of Mooltan and occupy houses and walls on the right 
flank of the Bombay Europeans, with a view to driving a wedge between them 
and the 60th Foot, who held positions immediately on the right of the Bombay 
Europeans. The colonel of the Bombay Europeans ordered that the positions 
occupied by the Sikhs be cleared immediately, if necessary at the point of the 
bayonet, and communications be re-established with the 60th Foot. Nos. 9 and 
10 Companies of the Bombay Europeans, led by Woodward and five other 
officers, were selected for the task. As the two companies advanced, they came
under fire from the Sikh positions. Once the Bombay Europeans got within 
100 yards of their quarry, orders were given that the two companies were to 

£2250 €2700.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

fan out in extended order, and, moving at the double, with orders that no man 
was to fire, clear the Sikh positions with the bayonet. As they did so, the 
defending Sikh troops broke and ran, with all but the odd straggler racing to 
the rear. The Bombay Europeans drove on until they were below the walls of 
the fortress of Mooltan, and eventually re-established contact with the 60th 
Foot.

Following the successful conclusion of the Punjab campaign, Woodward was 
invalided on 30/11/1849, and placed on the Invalid Establishment, retaining 
the rank of Captain. He retired with the rank of Captain on 11/7/1852, and was 
promoted Major, 28/11/1854.

Mainwaring and Woodward not only served together in the 1st Bombay 
European Regiment, they were both regimental historians. Major Woodward 
was the first regimental historian of the 1st Bombay European Fusiliers, 
Mainwaring, in his preface to "Crown and Company" noting that the 
foundation for his work had been a small book published at Devonport in 
1875, under the supervision of Lieutenant and Adjutant R.H. Mansell, which 
itself was based on an unpublished manuscript history written by Captain 
Woodward, which was at that time (1911) preserved in the officer's mess of the
Royal Dublin Fusiliers. The present whereabouts of Captain Woodward's 
history is unknown.

A Lieutenant-Colonel Henry J. Woodward commanded the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Munster Fusiliers in Burma during the campaigns of 1885-87. Perhaps a
relative (son?) of the recipient.

BS2385 SERGEANT J. GRAY, 14TH LIGHT DRAGOONS. Punjab Medal 1849, 2 
clasps, Goojerat, Chilianwala (officially impressed: SERJT. J. GRAY. 14TH. 
LT. DRAGNS.). Clasps listed in order fitted, obverse brooch marked, 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

£425 €510.00

BS2360 PRIVATE FRANCIS LANGLEY, 1STBOMBAY  EUROPEAN FUSILIERS 
(2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Punjab Campaign Medal
1849, 2 clasps, Goojerat, Mooltan (officially impressed:  FRANCIS 
LANGLEY, 1st. EUR. FUs.). Couple of edge bumps, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll. With some photocopied details re. the 
services of the 1st European Fusiliers in the Punjab campaign of 7th 
September 1848-14th March 1849. During the storming of the fortress of 
Mooltan, 2nd January 1849, the 1st Bombay Europeans carried the Kooni 
Boorj breach, where the Queen's Colour of the regiment was planted by 
Sergeant (afterwards Major) John Bennett of the regiment, who was awarded a
commission for his bravery on this occasion, the pike of the colour being 
severed by a bullet as he held it. For their services at the storming of Mooltan, 
the 1st Bombay Europeans were awarded the battle honour "Mooltan".

£625 €750.00

BS1289A PRIVATE O. MULDOWN, 2ND BENGAL EUROPEAN REGIMENT (2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Punjab Medal 1848-9, 2 
clasps; Goojerat, Chilianwala (officially impressed: O. MULDOWN, 2ND. 
EUR. REGT.). Good Very Fine.

£550 €660.00

BS4408 PRIVATE W. BROAD, RESERVE AND 1ST BATTALIONS 45TH 
(NOTTINGHAMSHIRE) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION 
THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS, DERBYSHIRE REGIMENT). South Africa
Medal 1834-53 (officially impressed naming, but surname subsequently re-
engraved in a contemporary style: officially impressed "W.", surname 
"BROAD" re-engraved, and remaining regimental details also officially 
impressed "45th. REGt.). Scattered surface contact marks, otherwise Good 
Very Fine.

£675 €810.00
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Medal accompanied by 3 pages copied discharge papers and extract from G.R. 
Eveson's "The South Africa 1853 Medal", confirming medal and that Broad 
saw service in South Africa with the Reserve Battalion of the 45th Regiment 
during the Second Kaffir War of 1846-7 and with the 1st Battalion during the 
Third Kaffir War of 1850-53.

William Broad was born in the parish of Hillingdon, Uxbridge, Middlesex. He 
enlisted into the 45th Regiment at Devizes, Wiltshire, as 2730 Private on 
14/2/1845. At the time of enlistment he was 17 years and 10 month old and 
gave his trade as that of brick maker. Broad never rose above the rank of 
Private and was discharged on 1/5/1866, having served 21 years and 18 days 
with the colours. In addition to service at home, Broad saw service abroad, at 
Monte Video for 12 months and in the Cape of Good Hope for 12 years and 9 
months. At the time of discharge he gave his intended place of residence as 
Chelsea. Discharge papers confirm award of South Africa Medal for service in 
South Africa during the years 1846-48 and 1850.

The following description of the services of the 45th Foot in South Africa 
during the campaigns of 1846-47 and 1850-53 has been extracted from G.R. 
Everson's "The South Africa 1853 Medal" (Samson Books, 1978):

Both the 1st and Reserve Battalions of the 45th Regiment saw active service 
on the frontier in South Africa 1846-50, but it was the latter who were the 
more heavily engaged during 1846-7. After the two battalions merged in 
August 1850 the Reserve Battalion became the left wing of the 1st Battalion 
and bore the brunt of the 45th's work in Kaffraria during the 3rd war in 1850. 

The 1st Battalion had arrived at the Cape shortly before Natal was proclaimed 
a British Colony in May 1843 and during July they were transported from 
Cape Town to the new colony, which was then under threat from Boer settlers 
in the Orange River and Transvaal settlements. The presence of British troops 
persuaded the restive Boers against any precipitate action and the 45th were 
mainly occupied in strengthening the defences and enlarging their barracks at 
Durban and Pietermaritzburg. When the War of the Axe of 1846-47 broke out, 
Captain Seagram’s Light Company was detached to Fort Beaufort but whilst 
en route they were re-directed to the Tarka River and there erected a fort. 
Being on the extreme left of the British forces they took no part in the Amatola
operation but when that failed, the detachment was more actively engaged. In 
August, Seagram and 80 of his men were part of the force commanded by 
Captain Hogg, 7th Dragoon Guards, who moved against chiefs Mapona and 
Mapaisa and in a three days’ operation captured over 3,000 cattle besides 
killing several of the enemy. During December 1846 the 45th detachment was 
engaged in some hard marching through Mapaisa’s territory between the Tarka
and Shilo rivers without much result. In the meantime, Captain Blenkinsopp, 
with 84 officers and men from the 1st Battalion, was sent from 
Pietermaritzburg during January 1847 to join a force of 300 men proceeding to
the southern part of the colony. The objective was to protect some weaker 
chiefs against chief Foto, and after defeating a party of his warriors, Foto’s 
Kraal was destroyed. A fine of cattle was extracted before the column returned 
to Pietermaritzburg. 

Captain Seagram's Light Company had been based at Tarka throughout the 
troubles, and when things quietened on that part of the frontier this company 
was stood down when the force there was broken up in February 1847, but 
they were especially thanked for their services which, alone among the 1st 
Battalion, ultimately entitled them to the South Africa Medal 1834-53.

The Reserve Battalion set sail for South Africa from Gibraltar on July 31st 
1845, but because of disturbed affairs in South America they were diverted to 
the River Plate and there remained for 10 months. Almost exactly a year after 
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leaving the Rock the battalion arrived at Simons Bay and by the end of August 
1846 it was on the frontier. Two companies remained at Grahams Town while 
the rest marched to join Colonel Somerset’s division on the Fish River, which 
they crossed near Fort Dacre to reach Sir Peregrine Maitland’s camp at 
Waterloo Bay. From there, three companies of the 45th under Captains 
Moultrie, Bates and Parish, operated with Maitland’s force to the Buffalo River
where the severe weather and short rations caused much sickness among the 
troops.

The headquarters of the Reserve Battalion left Waterloo Bay at the end of 
October 1846 and marched via Fort Beaufort to Fort Hare, which became the 
main post of the 45th. Soon afterwards Sandili accepted the terms offered him, 
but in the February 1847 cattle were carried off from Block Drift and situation 
worsened. In June, 100 of the Reserve under Moultrie were part of a force sent
to arrest Sandili who fled his Kraal and, in spite of negotiations, could not be 
persuaded to surrender. During September the Reserve Battalion of the 45th 
was split into detachments and constantly harried the Kaffirs, but only a 
section commanded by Lieutenant Dawson encountered the enemy. 

When hostilities ceased, the Reserve Battalion, apart from a company at Fort 
Cox and a small detachment at Fort White, were still concentrated at Fort 
Hare. These two companies from Fort Cox and Fort White, then marched to 
take part in the Battle of Boomplaats, 29/8/1848, where they lost three killed 
and 19 wounded.

After the merger of the Reserve and 1st Battalion, and after subduing the Boer 
opposition in the Orange River Sovereignty, the government was faced with 
serious feuds arising among the natives, and by the middle of 1851 
reinforcements under Captain Parish, consisting of two companies of the right 
wing of the 45th, a detachment of the Cape Mounted Rifles and 700 Zulus, 
were sent to deal with hostile natives on the one hand, and disgruntled farmers 
on the other. Eventually, the Sand River convention brought independence to 
the Transvaal Boers, but before the troops could be ordered back to Natal, 
another party of the 45th's right wing, under Lieutenant Coxon, had joined 
Parish.

Meanwhile, British Kaffaria was again boiling over. The left wing of the 45th 
(the old Reserve Battalion) were still at Forts Cox, Hare and White. On 
December 20th 1850 a corporal and three men were sent out to escort some 
sheep but when they did not return 12 more of the 45th were ordered out to 
look for them and all were massacred. At this time Sir Harry Smith was 
blockaded in Fort Cox, and when Somerset attempted to relieve him the force, 
which included some of the 45th, was driven back to Fort Hare with a loss of 
20 killed and 15 wounded.

Fort Hare itself then became invested and survived a strong attack on January 
28th 1851 before being relieved. During 1851 the 45th were distributed to 
garrison the advanced posts and seldom took part in the operations of the 
heavier patrolling columns, but in February 1852 they, with the 43rd, 73rd, 
some artillery and a few men of the 6th and 60th, were sent to raid the 
Waterkloof. After a good deal of skirmishing and hard marching the district 
was subdued and they went on to raid the Amatolas.

During May, three companies of the 45th under Major Preston, with 
Montague’s Horse and some Fingo Levies, left King William’s Town to secure 
Line Drift and established a fortified post at Tamacka, Other detachments were
at Fort Murray, Fort Grey, Fort Pato and Fort Glamorgan, and were holding 
this line when peace came.

Everson records Broad's medal as being known, and in a private collection.
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BS3964 PRIVATE J. SANDERSON, 12TH (EAST SUFFOLK) REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 1ST AND 2ND BATTALIONS THE SUFFOLK REGIMENT). 
South Africa Medal 1834-53 (officially impressed: J. SAUNDERSON. 12th. 
REGt.). Note incorrect spelling of surname. Bruise to reverse rim at 6 o'clock 
and scattered rim nicks and surface contact marks, otherwise Good Very Fine 
to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages copied discharge papers, copied extracts from 
published medal rolls (original and published) which confirm award of medal 
to Private Joseph Sanderson (surname spelt Saunderson on original roll and 
Sanderson on published roll, but with footnote in published roll to the effect 
that surname is spelt incorrectly as Saunderson on original roll, which would 
explain incorrect spelling of surname on medal, the medal being named up on 
the basis of the spelling of surname in the original medal roll) and that 
Sanderson saw service in South Africa during the Third Kaffir War of 1850-53.
Medal also accompanied by brief research re. the Sanderson family.

Born 12/6/1816 at West Wratting, Cambridgeshire, the son of Robert 
Sanderson, Joseph Sanderson enlisted into the 12th Foot at Moulton, Suffolk, 
on 13/7/1840. At the time of enlistment he was 24 years old and gave his trade 
as that of labourer. Sanderson was promoted Corporal, 17/9/1844, but was 
tried by regimental court-martial August 1846 and reduced to Private on 
27/8/1846. Sanderson never again rose above the rank of Private and was 
discharged at Chatham on 12/11/1861, after 21 years and 132 days with the 
colours. At the time of discharge Sanderson's conduct was described as having 
been "good", although he was noted as having once been tried by court-martial
and having had his name entered into the Regimental Defaulter's Book four 
times, with the result that he  was ineligible for an LSGC Medal. On discharge 
Sanderson gave his intended place of residence as Inverness. Joseph Sanderson
is recorded as still being alive, aged 80, in June 1896. His brother, John 
Sanderson, is recorded in the 1871 census as a 54 year old unemployed 
agricultural labourer, living at West Wratting, Cambridgeshire.

Discharge papers bear a note to the effect that Sandersoon was "ineligible for 
Army of Reserve". Discharge papers also confirm South Africa Medal 1834-53
as Sanderson's sole medal entitlement.

£585 €702.00

BS4415 PRIVATE P. REILLY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT 
(LATER 1ST BATTALION). India General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps, 
Punjab Frontier 1897-98, Samana 1897 (officially engraved in running script: 
3487 Pte. P. Reilly 2d. Bn. Ryl. Ir: Regt.). Suspender a little slack, otherwise 
attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine. 

Medal accompanied by 6 pages copied service papers and copied extract from 
medal roll, confirming medal and clasps.

Patrick Reilly was born in the parish of St Nicholas, Dublin. He enlisted into 
the Royal Irish Regiment at Dublin on 11/1/1890 and was posted for service 
with the 2nd Battalion. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years of age and 
gave his trade as that of labourer. Reilly transferred to Army Reserve on 
26/1/1898 but re-enlisted into the Royal Irish Regiment on 8/6/1898, being 
posted for service with the 1st Battalion, and saw active service with the 1st 
Battalion during the Boer War (also entitled Queen's South Africa Medal with 
3 clasps, Cape Colony, Wittebergen, Belfast, and King's South Africa Medal 
with 2 clasps). Reilly was discharged at Clonmel, term expired, on 31/12/1902.
He re-enlisted into the Army Reserve on 6/5/1903.

In addition to service at home, Reilly saw service in India, 26/2/1892 to 
23/1/1898 and in South Africa,16/12/1899 to 18/12/1902.

£265 €318.00

BS4403 PRIVATE T. MULCAHEY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. £285 €342.00
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India General Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Hazara 1888 (officially engraved 
in running scrips: 2032 Pte. T. MULCAHEY 2d. Bn. R. Ir. R.). Attractively 
toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract medal roll confirming medal and clasp 
and Embarkation Record details.

Embarkation Record confirms Mulcahey was born in 1886, enlisted into the 
Royal Irish Regiment on 29/7/1885 and embarked for India on 9/9/1886 
aboard the "Euphrates". 

There are two clerical errors in Mulcahey's Embarkation Record. Embarkation 
Record gives initial incorrectly as "J", but gives correct regimental number 
"2032" and also gives battalion incorrectly as 1st Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment, clearly a clerical error, and should read 2nd Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment, since the 1st Royal Irish were stationed in England in 1886 and did 
not see service overseas until 2/5/1896, when a contingent of 30 men from the 
battalion commanded by Lieutenant S.G. French embarked for overseas 
service in Rhodesia, and the battalion not seeing service overseas as a unit 
until it sailed from England for South Africa on 16/12/1899 to take part in the 
Boer War. 

BS4402 ASSISTANT SURGEON (LATER SURGEON) C. STEWART, M.D., 1ST 
EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (THE POST 1860 101ST ROYAL 
BENGAL FUSILIERS AND POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
MUNSTER FUSILIERS). India General Service Medal, 1 clasp, Pegu 
(officially impressed: ASt. SURGn. C. STEWART. M.D. 1st. EUR. BENGAL 
FUSRS). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine and mounted for wear on a white 
metal top suspender brooch.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts Roll of the Indian Medical Service and 
Indian Army Lists of the period.

Charles Stewart was born on 30 October 1821, and qualified M.A. M.D. at 
Edinburgh in 1843. He was appointed Assistant Surgeon, 1st European Bengal 
Fusiliers, on 26 February 1851 and saw active service with the 1st European 
Bengal Fusiliers throughout the campaign of 1852-53 in Burma, taking part in 
the relief of Pegu and the subsequent operations in the Field under General 
Godwin, was subsequently attached to the advanced guard of General Steel’s 
Column from Martaban to Shwegyeen and was in Medical Charge of Major 
Gottreuz’s Force at the assault on and re-capture of Beeling, and of Major 
Selon’s Detachment in the expedition to Womgyee, and also saw service under
Major Nuthall in the operations against the rebel Chief Goungyee (awarded 
medal and clasp). Stewart was promoted Surgeon on 20 December 1863 and 
was serving as Surgeon to the 34th Native Infantry when he died of fever at 
Jhansi on 6 August 1864 (obituary notice, Morning Advertiser, 23/9/1864)

The India General Service Medal 1854 was Stewart's sole medal entitlement.

£845 €1014.00

BS4362 GUNNER J. FOSTER, 4TH BATTERY, 1ST BRIGADE NORTH IRISH 
DIVISION, ROYAL ARTILLERY AND 3RD BATTERY (LATER 6 
MOUNTAIN BATTERY), 1ST BRIGADE SOUTH IRISH DIVISION, 
ROYAL ARTILLERY. India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 2 clasps, 
Burma1885-7, Hazara 1888 (officially engraved in running script: 40617 
Gunner J. Foster No. 3 By. 1st. Bde. S.I.Dn. R.A.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract medal rolls, confirming medal and 
clasps and 7 pages copied service papers.

James Foster was born in the parish of Firhouse, Dublin. He enlisted as a 
Gunner at the depot of the North Irish Division, Royal Artillery, on 2/1/1884. 

£350 €420.00
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At the time of enlistment Foster was 20 years of age and gave his trade as 
groom. He was posted for service as a Gunner with the 4th Battery, 1st 
Brigade, North Irish Division Royal Artillery on 23/9/1884. Dickson landed in 
India with the 4th Battery, 1st Brigade North Irish Division on 23/10/1884 and 
transferred in India as a Gunner to the 3rd Battery, 1st Brigade South Irish 
Division, Royal Artillery, on 1/9/1886. On 1/7/1889 the 3rd Battery, 1st 
Brigade South Irish Division became the No. 6 (Mountain) Battery, 1st 
Brigade South Irish Division Royal Artillery. Foster was posted for service as a
Gunner to the 10th (Mountain) Battery Royal Artilery on 20/10/1891, 
transferred to the Army Reserve on 21/11/1891 and was discharged on 
1/1/1896.

In addition to service at home, Foster saw service in India, 23/10/1884 to 
19/10/1891. Service papers confirm active service in Burma, 1885-86 and in 
the Black Mountain Expedition of 1888.

BS4345MI
N

INDIA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1854, A CONTEMPORARY 
MINIATURE in silver, 3 clasps, Burma 1885-7, Hazara 1888, Burma 1887-9 
(unnamed, as worn). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine and virtually as struck,
and mounted as worn, on an original ribbon, from top brooch suspender.

£75 €90.00

BS4345 LIEUTENANT (LATER COLONEL) H.W.E. GEORGES, 3RD MADRAS 
LIGHT CAVALRY (WHICH REGIMENT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
SUCCESSIVELY RE-TITLED 3RD MADRAS LANCERS, 28TH LIGHT 
CAVALRY AND 7TH LIGHT CAVALRY). India General Service Medal 
1854, 2 clasps, Burma 1885-7, Burma 1887-89 (officially engraved in running 
script: Lieutt. H.W.E. Georges 3d. Madras Lt. Cavy.). Minor planchett flaw to 
obverse rim at 5 o'clock, otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Scarce to regiment. Only one troop of the 3rd Madras Light Cavalry saw 
service during the operations in Upper Burma, 1885-7 and 1887-89.

Henry Wallace Edgcome Georges (1856-1938) was born in India on 1/9/1856, 
the son of Theodore and Mary Georges. He was first commissioned, 2nd 
Lieutenant, 9th (East Norfolk) Regiment  (the post 1880 1st and 2nd 
Battalions, The Norfolk Regiment) 26/2/1876. Georges transferred to the 
Indian Army (Madras Staff Corps) 20/7/1877 and was promoted Lieutenant 
and posted for service with the 3rd Madras Light Cavalry 1/7/1882 (appointed 
Officiating Squadron Commander, 15/2/1883), Captain and Squadron 
Commander, 3rd Madras Light Cavalry, 25/9/1888, Temporary Major and 
Squadron Commander, 3rd Madras Lancers, 11/7/1890 (appointed second in 
command of the regiment, 11/8/1893), Major, 26/2/1898 (Major and 
Commandant, 3rd Madras Lancers, 11/8/1899), Lieutenant Colonel, 
commanding 28th Light Cavalry, 11/8/1900, Brevet Colonel, 26/2/1907 and 
retired on 12/4/1919.

Georges is recorded in the 1910 Indian Army Lists as being resident outside of 
India. The 1911 census return records him as an army Colonel then resident at 
a hotel in Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. Colonel Georges died 
in Gloucestershire on 28/4/1938, aged 81, and left a considerable estate, valued
at just over £4,000.

Only one troop (4 officers and approximately 40 men, commanded by Captain 
Lawford),  "F" Troop of the 3rd Madras Light Cavalry saw service in Burma 
during the campaigns of 1885-7 and 1887-89. That troop, together with a troop
from the 4th Madras Light cavalry, and a troop from the 1st Madras Lancers, 
saw service together as a composite squadron in Burma. That composite 
squadron, which was commanded in the field by the then Lieutenant Georges, 
saw extensive service during the campaigns in Upper Burma of 1885-7 and 
1888-89, taking part in numerous advance and rear-guard patrols, as well as 
being extensively engaged in pursuing parties and columns of dacoit bandits. 

£885 €1062.00
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Georges, as a result, became one of the most actively engaged cavalry officers 
during those two campaigns and is mentioned on numerous occasions in the 
"Diary of the Services of the 1st Madras Lancers, and a Troop Each of the 3rd 
and 4th Madras Cavalry attached during the Operations in Upper Burma, 
1886-87 and 1887-88" ("F" Troop of the 3rd Madras Light Cavalry saw service
in Burma for only part of both the 1885-7 and 1887-9 campaigns, embarking 
from India for Burma on 21/9/1886 and receiving orders to return to India on 
27/12/1888). 

Officers and men of the 3rd Light Cavalry were often heavily outnumbered by 
the bands of dacoits that they encountered. On one occasion, early on in the 
campaign of 1885-7, a detachment of men under Captain Lawford had to 
contend with a body of 1,000 dacoits formed into three columns, many of the 
dacoits armed with, in addition to swords (dahs), heavy muskets (jingals). That
force was supported in its operations against Captain Lawford and his 
detachment of men by two elephants.

A recent reprint of the "Diary of the Services of the 1st Madras Lancers, and a 
Troop Each of the 3rd and 4th Madras Cavalry attached during the Operations 
in Upper Burma, 1886-87 and 1887-88" accompanies the medal.

Army Lists of the period confirm Georges as having seen service in Burma, 
1886-87 with the 6th Brigade (awarded medal and two clasps), and that 
Georges had previously seen active service during the Rumpa rebellion of 
1879-80, including operations in the Rumpa and Golkonda Hills (no campaign 
medal awarded for that campaign).

This medal was at one time detached from its suspension and clasps. It has 
now been restored using genuine original suspender and clasps.

The IGS medal with 2 clasps was Colonel Georges's sole medal entitlement.

BS4309 INDIA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1854-95, 1 clasp, Looshai, unnamed, 
as issued. Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine to Extremely Fine.

This is an unnamed Specimen, not a name erased example.

£200 €240.00

BS4306 PRIVATE T. TURNER, 1ST BATTALION KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS. 
India General Service Medal 1854-95, 1 clasp, Lushai 1889-92 (renamed, 
contemporary re-engraved naming in serifed block capitals: 5977. PTE. T. 
TURNER. 1ST. BATTN. KINGS ROYAL RIFLE CORPS.) Almost Extremely
Fine to Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages copied service papers and copied medal roll, 
confirming medal and clasp. 

Timothy Turner was born in Twickenham, London. He enlisted into the King's 
Royal Rifle Corps on 13/10/1890. At the time of enlistment he was 19 years 
and 11 months old, gave his trade as that of car man and stated that he had 
previously seen service in the 3rd Volunteer Battalion Essex Regiment. Turner 
saw service initially with the 4th Battalion before being posted to the 1st 
Battalion on 7/10/1892. Turner transferred to the Army Reserve on 19/7/1898 
but was recalled for service during the Boer War and saw service in South 
Africa initially with the 3rd Battalion and subsequently with the 4th Battalion, 
from 11/12/1901, having been promoted Corporal on 21/2/1902. Turner was 
again transferred to the Army Reserve on 16/2/1902 and was finally discharged
on 12/10/1902.

Turner did not see service overseas during the Boer War, was not entitled to 
any medals for that campaign, the India General Service Medal with Lushai 
clasp being his sole medal entitlement. In addition to seeing service at home, 

£300 €360.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

Turner also saw service in Burma, India and Mauritius.

BS4301 LIEUTENANT (LATER LIEUTENANT-COLONEL) G.A. ELLIOT, ROYAL 
IRISH REGIMENT, WHO KEPT A DETAILED RECORD OF THE 
SERVICES OF THE ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT DURING THE BURMESE 
WAR OF 1852-53 AND THE CRIMEAN WAR OF 1854-55, THAT WAS 
REFERRED TO EXTENSIVELY BY LIEUTENANT-COLONEL G. LE M 
GRETTON IN HIS REGIMENTAL HISTORY. ELLIOT WAS WOUNDED 
IN ACTION DURING THE CAPTURE OF RANGOON IN 1852.  India 
General Service Medal 1854-95, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially impressed: LIEUT. 
G.A. ELLIOT, H.Ms. 18th. REGt.). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, copied extracts army lists of the 
period, extracts 1881 and 1901 census returns and probate record.

George Augustus Elliot (1829-1904) was born in Ireland in 1829. He was first 
commissioned Ensign, 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment, 10/12/1847 and 
promoted Lieutenant, 7/3/1851, Captain, 26/1/1855, Major, 7/8/1866 and 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 9/11/1866. Lieutenant Colonel Elliot retired by sale of his 
commission in 1872, having served continuously with the Royal Irish 
Regiment for 25 years. He is recorded in the 1881 census as a 52 year old 
retired Lieutenant Colonel of Infantry living at "Belcamp", Cambridge Park, 
Twickenham, Middlesex with his 34 year old wife and 9 children. Elliot is 
recorded in the 1901 census as a 72 year old retired Lieutenant Colonel living 
in the parish of St Simon, Southsea, Hampshire with his wife and a daughter. 
He died in Hampshire on 22/7/1904, age 75, leaving an estate valued at 
£38,608.

Lieutenant Colonel Elliot served with the Royal Irish Regiment throughout the
Burmese War of 1852-53 (awarded India General Service Medal with Pegu 
clasp) and saw service with the storming party at the capture of Martaban, and 
aboard HMS Rattler during the destruction of the river stockades. He also took
part in the operations before Rangoon, 12 - 13 April 1852, including the 
capture of the White House Stockade, and took part in the assault on and 
capture of Rangoon, 14/4/1852, when he was wounded in action. Elliot 
subsequently saw service during the Crimean War, taking part in the siege and 
capture of Sebastopol, including the final attack on the Redan, 18/6/1855, 
during which the Royal Irish Regiment lost 1 officer killed and 10 wounded, 
and 97 other ranks killed, 2 mortally wounded and 103 wounded (also entitled 
Crimea Medal with Sebastopol clasp and Turkish Crimea Medal). Elliot also 
saw service in India during the Indian Mutiny and commanded the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Irish Regiment in New Zealand during the closing stages of 
the Maori Wars, but on both latter occasions arrived after the fighting had 
ended and as a result was not entitled to a campaign medal for either of these 
campaigns.

Lieutenant Colonel Elliot kept a diary of the Burma and Crimean campaigns 
which is referred to and quoted from extensively in the regimental history. The
following description of the attack on Martaban, largely based on Elliot’s 
diary, has been extracted from the regimental history:
When the ships containing the Bengal contingent reached the mouth of the 
Rangoon river on April 2, 1852, Major-General H. Godwin, who was in 
command of the troops, sent a vessel under a flag of truce to inquire whether 
any answer had been received from the King of Ava to the letter containing the
British demands for redress. The Burmese replied by firing on the flag of truce,
and Godwin, not feeling strong enough to attack Rangoon until the Madras 
contingent had joined him, sailed for the capital of Tenasserim, Moulmein, at 
that time threatened by the garrison of the neighbouring Burmese city of 
Martaban. On the morning of the 5th of April the fleet opened fire upon 
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Martaban, and under cover of the bombardment the right wing of the XVIIIth 
and part of the 80th landed; a storming party, led by the grenadier companies 
of these two regiments, scaled the wall, and in a short time the place was in our
hands. Thanks to the diary of the late Colonel G. A. Elliot, then a subaltern in 
the Royal Irish, interesting particulars have been preserved of this little fight, 
in which the younger men in the regiment were in action for the first time. 
Under a heavy but badly directed fire the grenadiers dashed across the twenty 
yards of ground between the water’s edge and the main defence of the city, a 
thick wall fifteen feet high and about eight hundred yards in length. Here the 
enemy’s bullets began to take effect among the Royal Irish. Colonel Elliot 
writes that—

“Private Fergusson received three in his left arm, and died of his wounds, John
Donovan two in his left hand, Coleman one through his left arm. We ran up 
and got close under the wall in extended order; the General was seen to take 
off his hat and give a cheer, which our men returned and then quickly sprung 
up the wall, (which was overgrown with shrubs) and rushed upon the Burmese,
who quickly retired to some jungle, whence they fired, though without much 
effect. While surmounting the wall one of our officers noticed a man in the 
regiment get on to the top and look intently into a large bush below him. Still 
gazing intently, he loosed a brick, flung it down into the bush, raised his 
musket and shot a Burmese who had been hiding there in cover. We then 
advanced, and joining part of the 80th, and one of our own companies, 
skirmished up one of the hills enclosed by the wall, driving the Burmese 
before us, and charging them whenever they appeared in numbers. The hill was
very steep, and obstacles existed in the shape of felled trees with branches 
pointing downwards. At the top was a Pagoda, surrounded by a wall mounted 
with gingals, but as there was no resistance, the men rested here for an hour in 
the shade. We then moved down a lane which led towards the next hill; after 
advancing about two hundred yards we came to an open space where the 
bullets began to fly over our heads from the hill in front. The men halted, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Reignolds, XVIIIth, who was acting Brigadier, halted for 
reinforcements: but as soon as the Burmese saw that we had stopped, they 
began shouting and challenging us to come on, and after a while they poured 
down the hill towards us. Colonel Reignolds now allowed the men to charge, 
and with a cheer they dashed forward. The enemy ran back to a wall on the top
of the hill and began a badly aimed fire; Glesson, Grenadier Company, was 
struck in the mouth. The enemy evacuated the hill.”

After clearing a third hill the detachment whose fortunes Elliot has described 
joined the main body, and as the enemy were completely routed all marched 
back to the beach. The casualties in this affair were eight wounded, seven of 
whom were men of the Royal Irish; but many soldiers were struck down by the
sun, a warning, unhappily disregarded, against the folly of wearing in the 
tropics the same uniform as that in use in the United Kingdom. In the despatch 
describing the capture of Martaban the following officers of the regiment were 
mentioned, viz., Lieutenant-Colonel Reignolds; Captain A.N. Campbell, on 
whom devolved command of the wing when Reignolds was ordered to act as 
Brigadier, and Captain A. Gillespie, Grenadier Company, who was the first 
man over the enemy’s fortifications.

BS4206 LIEUTENANT (LATER CAPTAIN) A.W.P. WEEKES, 78TH FOOT 
(SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS). India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 
clasp, Persia (officially impressed: LIEUT. W.P. WEEKES, 78th. 
HIGHLANDERS). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details and copied research re. Lieutenant 
Weekes and the Weekes family, who were at one time prominent plantation 
owners on the island of Nevis in the West Indies.

£1150 €1380.00
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Alfred Wickham Pym Weekes, born 21/9/1830, in Wonton, Hampshire, was 
the son of Thomas Pym Weekes and Jane Wickham. He was commissioned 
Ensign, 78th Highlanders, 6/10/1848 (by purchase), promoted Lieutenant, 
14/9/1852 (by purchase) and Captain, 10/9/1858. Captain Weekes retired, by 
sale of his commission, on 4/8/1863 and died at Winchester, Hampshire, on 
23/7/1898.

Army lists of the period confirm that Weekes saw service during the campaign 
in Persia in 1857, including the night attack and battle of Kooshab and the 
bombardment of Humrah. 

Weekes is recorded in Major H. Davidson’s regimental history “History and 
Services of the 78th Highlanders “ (W&AK Johnston, Edinburgh and London, 
1901) as being among the officers and men of the regiment who took part in 
the homeward voyage from Bombay to Gravesend, the regiment embarking at 
Bombay, 18/5/1859 and arriving at Gravesend in mid-September 1859, after a 
brief stopover at St Helena to visit the tomb of Napoleon. On arrival at 
Gravesend only 59 men were still surviving from those who had gone out to 
India in 1842 and had arrived in India 1,023 strong.

Medal accompanied by an account of an attempt to murder Weekes while he 
was stationed at Aden during the 1850s. Whilst out riding one day, an arab 
man tricked him into stopping and then attacked him with a dagger. Despite 
having been stabbed, and bleeding profusely, Weekes managed to disarm his 
attacker and then cut his throat with his own dagger.

Alfred Weekes married Elizabeth McCulloch in Edinburgh on 20/6/1860. They
had three children, two daughters, Emilie and Isabella, born in New Zealand in
1865 and 1867, and a son, Alfred, born in St Kilda, Victoria, Australia, in 
1868.

Captain Weekes's father, Thomas Pym Weekes, was born in December 1787 on
the island of Nevis in the West Indies, and saw service with the East India 
Company (Bombay Presidency) as a Surgeon from 03/01/1822 and 
Supervising Surgeon from 03/01/1835. He died at Malta on 21/03/1841 whilst 
on passage to England.

Medal accompanied by copied notes re. the Weekes family and their 
connection with Nevis. Originally from Devonshire, the family's surname first 
appeared in Nevis records in 1677 and that Captain Pym's father, Thoms Pym 
Weekes, was a third-generation Creole on his father's side.

BS3960 THE INDIA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1854 AWARDED TO PRIVATE 
J. PARTILL, 32ND (CORNWALL) LIGHT INFANTRY (THE POST 1880 
1ST BATTALION THE DUKE OF CORNWALL'S LIGHT INFANTRY), 
WHO ALSO SAW SERVICE DURING THE INDIAN MUTINY AT THE 
SIEGE OF LUCKNOW (ONE OF THREE MEMBERS OF THE PARTILL 
FAMILY PRESENT DURING THE SIEGE, ALL OF WHOM WERE 
ORIGINAL DEFENDERS) AND WHO, AFTER DISCHARGE FROM THE 
32ND FOOT, SERVED FOR 15 YEARS AS A SERGEANT ON THE 
PERMANENT STAFF OF THE 3RD BATTALION DORSETSHIRE 
REGIMENT. India General Service Medal 1854-95, 1 clasp, North West 
Frontier (officially impressed: 3438. J PARTILL H,M 32nd. REGt.).  Minor 
rim nicks and edge bruising, scattered surface contact marks (from contact 
with other medals), otherwise attractively toned, Good Very Fine.

North West Frontier clasp scarce to the 32nd Foot, only approximately 119 
being awarded, despite the fact that the entire regiment was present during the 
campaign (see below). Sergeant Partill was also entitled to the Indian Mutiny 
Medal with Defence of Lucknow clasp. His Mutiny Medal is known to have 
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survived, having been sold as lot 430 in Spink's medal auction of 27/7/2000 
and was more recently re-sold by Dominic Winters Auctioneers as lot 400 in 
their auction of 18/5/2022 (Partill's rank on Mutiny Medal given as Corporal 
and surname spelt Purtill).

Medal accompanied by 4 pages copied service papers, medal roll extracts for 
India General Service and Indian Mutiny medals, along with extracts from 
1871 census and registry of deaths.

John Partill was born in the parish of Croagh, Adare, Co. Limerick. He enlisted
into the 21st Foot at Limerick on 4/4/1848. At the time of enlistment he was 20
years of age and gave his trade as that of labourer. Partill transferred to the 
32nd Foot with the rank of Private on 1/3/1849. He was promoted Corporal, 
25/12/1853, and Sergeant, 1/9/1859. Partill was reduced to Private on 
26/4/1860, but was again promoted Corporal on 20/7/1862 and Sergeant on 
20/1/1865. Partill was discharged at Colchester on 21/5/1868, after having 
seen 21 years and 69 days pensionable service with the colours (including 1 
year additional service allowance for having been present during the Defence 
of Lucknow). In addition to service at home, Partill saw service in Gibraltar 
for 1 year and 10 months and the East Indies for 9 years and 9 months. Partill 
was discharged as a result of "his having claimed it on termination of his 
second period of limited engagment". At the time of discharge his conduct was
described as having been "very good", and on discharge he gave his intended 
place of residence as Plymouth, Devon. On 18/9/1883 Partill's discharge 
papers were endorsed to the effect that Sergeant Partill's pension was increased
to 27.5 pence per day in consequence of his 15 years service as a Sergeant on 
the Permanent Staff of the 3rd Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment. 

John Partill is recorded in the 1871 census as a 42 year old Chelsea Pensioner 
serving as a Sergeant on the staff of the Dorset Militia, living at 7 Greenings 
Garden, in the parish of  All Saints, Dorchester, with his 1 year old daughter 
Margaret. Sergeant Partill died in 1897.

Partill is confirmed on the original roll for the India General Service Medal as 
being entitled to the medal with clasp for service on the North West Frontier 
(the 32nd Foot saw service on the North West Frontier in 1852 during the 
Ranizai, Shakot and Dargai expeditions under Brigadier General Colin 
Campbell). The original roll for the 32nd Foot lists a total of only 55 recipients
for the North West Frontier clasp, 12 officer and 43 men, despite the fact that 
the whole of the regiment (some 600 or so officers and men) was present 
during the campaign. The small number of claimants was due to the fact that 
the clasp North West Frontier was not authorised until 1869. By that date the 
regiment had suffered a large number of casualties during the Indian Mutiny 
and many other men had retired from the regiment. The names of those 
officers and men who could not be traced do not appear on the original roll 
(the high proportion of officers on the roll is explained by the fact that they 
were more likely to be remembered by officers still serving in 1869, when the 
roll was drawn up). As regards the other ranks on the original roll, many of 
these were still serving with the regiment or, like Partill, still serving as 
militiamen. The IGS Medal 1854 with North West Frontier clasp could be 
claimed up to 1900 and it is estimated that the total number eventually 
awarded to officers and men of the 32nd Foot could be as high as 119, 
including late issues.

There are three men by the name of Partill on the published Indian Mutiny 
Medal roll who are recorded as having seen service with the 32nd Foot during 
the Indian Mutiny, and all three of whom took part in the Defence of Lucknow 
as original defenders (surnames in all three cases spelt Purtill on the published 
roll), the three men being 3438 Corporal John Partill (the recipient of the 
medal offered here), 3154 Sergeant Thomas Partill, who was killed in action at
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the siege of Lucknow on 6/10/1857, and a 3441 Colour Sergeant Thomas 
Partill, who was disabled by wounds during the siege on 27/9/1857. I suspect 
that these three men were related (possibly a father and two sons). Medal 
accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers for 3441 Colour Sergeant 
Thomas Partill (wounded at Lucknow, bullet wound to right thigh), which 
confirm that he, like 3438 Sergeant John Partill, was born at Adare, Co. 
Limerick, in 1830, and was probably a younger brother. I suspect that 3154 
Sergeant Thomas Partill, killed at Lucknow, was the father of the other two 
Partills.

For a good contemporary account of the 32nd Foot during the Siege of 
Lucknow by one of the men who took part, see "The Chronicle of Private 
Henry Metcalfe H.M. 32nd Regiment of Foot", edited by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Francis Tuker (Cassell & Co., London, 1953).

bs3780 PRIVATE RICHARD AVNELL, 1ST MADRAS `(EUROPEAN) FUSILIERS 
(THE POST 1860 102ND ROYAL MADRAS FUSILIERS AND THE POST 
1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS), WHO SAW 
SERVICE AT THE DEFENCE OF LUCKNOW DURING THE INDIAN 
MUTINY. India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially 
impressed: RICHARD AVNELL 1st. MADRAS FUSrs). Attractively toned, 
Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by extract 1841 census, extract Indian Mutiny Medal roll, 
Chelsea Pensioner admission record and marriage and death records.

Richard Avnell was born in the parish of St James, Clerkenwell, London. He is
recorded in the 1841 census return as a 15 year old Furrier living with his 
father, a 45 year old clock maker, mother, brother and three sisters in St James 
Street, Finsbury, Clerkenwell. Avnell was discharged on 10/12/1867 and 
admitted as a Chelsea Pensioner in December 1867, his pension being paid at 
the North London Pension Office at the rate of 1 shilling per day. Avnell 
married Louisa Boyd at St Luke's Church, Chelsea, on 8/4/1868 and died in 
Chelsea on 23/1/1870.

Richard Avnell also saw service at the Defence of Lucknow during the Indian 
Mutiny with the 1st Madras Fusiliers and was a member of the First Relief 
Force (also entitled Indian Mutiny Medal with with clasps Defence of 
Lucknow and Lucknow).

376 Defence of Lucknow clasps awarded to the 1st Madras Fusiliers.

The Avnells (surname also spellt Avenell), a Hugenot family, were prominent 
clockmakers in England during the 18th century.

£550 €660.00

BS3687 PRIVATE J. LAWLOR, 2ND BATTALION THE LIVERPOOL REGIMENT. 
India General Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Burma 1885-7, officially engraved 
(1364 Private, 2nd Battalion Liverpool Regiment). Official correction to first 
two numbers of regimental number, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied medal rolls for the Burma campaign of 1885-87 and the 
Afghan campaign of 1878-80, confirming Burma 1885-7 clasp and that 
recipient also entitled to Afghan War Medal with Peiwar Kotal clasp.

£225 €270.00

bs3682 PRIVATE B. FAULKNER, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL WELSH FUSILIERS. 
India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 clasp, Burma 1885-7 (officially 
engraved in running script: 376 Pte. B. Faulkner 1st. Bn. R. W. Fus.). Official 
correction to "W" in unit details, otherwise attractively toned and Almost 
Extremely Fine.

With photocopied medal roll extract, confirming medal and clasp, and 6 pages 

£200 €240.00
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of service papers. 

Benjamin Faulkner enlisted into the Royal Welsh Fusiliers at Wrexham on 
17/4/1883. At time of enlistment he stated that he had been born in 
Birmingham, was 20 years and 11 months old, a carpenter by trade and had 
previously served for 40 days in the Warwickshire Regiment, and that at the 
time of enlistment he was serving in the 4th Warwickshire Militia. Faulkner 
never rose above the rank of Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 
13/2/1891 and was  discharged on 13/4/1895. Service papers confirm IGS with
Burma clasp as Faulkner's sole medal entitlement.

BS3661 PRIVATE S. CHAMBERLAIN, 2ND BATTALION LEICESTERSHIRE 
REGIMENT. India General Service Medal 1854-95, 1 clasp, Burma 1887-89 
(officially re-engraved naming, engraved in running script: 550. Pte. S. 
Chamberlain. 2nd Bn. Leicestershire Regt.). Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied medal roll extract, confirming medal and clasp and service 
in Burma from 3/12/1888 to 31/3/1889. Roll give first name as Samuel.

£165 €198.00

BS3399 PRIVATE JAMES GIBBONEY, 18TH ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially impressed: JAS. 
GIBBONEY. 18TH. ROYAL IRISH REGT.). Attractively toned, Extremely 
Fine and virtually as struck.

Medal sold with photocopy extract from medal roll, which confirms that 
Private James Gibboney died at Prome on 31/3/1853. 

The headquarter companies of the Royal Irish Regiment were based at Prome 
during the Burma campaign of 1852-53. Conditions there and throughout the 
area of operations were appalling. As the regimental history notes, "Sickness 
was rampant; in a letter written at the end of November, 1852, an officer of the 
XVIIIth mentions that the regiment oculd only turn out 350 men fit to take the 
field. Ninety men had been buried at Rangoon, where cholera broke out a few 
days after the capture of the Great Pagoda. For a month the Royal Irish had 
been dying at the rate of almost one a day; 137 were in hospital; large numbers
had broken down and been invalided out of the country. The other regiments 
were equally unhealthy, and out of the whole garrison of Prome the General 
could only count on some 900 effectives, whose numbers were daily reduced 
by the ravages of climate and by the strain of the guards and piquets, which, 
though cut down as low as safety permitted, told severely upon the troops that 
remained at duty. The only break in the harrassing and monotonous existence 
was afforded by occasional reconnaissances and night attacks in which the 
enemy showed themselves more anxious to murder and decapitate individual 
men than to close with any formed body of soldiers."

£550 €660.00

BS3380 PRIVATE S. BARNES, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL WELSH FUSILIERS. 
India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 clasp, Hazara 1891, officially 
engraved (1104 Private, 1st Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers). Extremely Fine 
and virtually mint state.

Private Barnes saw service during the Boer War and died of disease at 
Krugersdorf on 15/7/1900.

£375 €450.00

BS3372 PRIVATE J. MAHONEY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER 
FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1854, 2 clasps, Burma 1885-7, 
Burma 1887-9. Clasps listed in order fitted (lugs removed from top clasp, 
hence order fitted), small bruise to obverse rim at 6 o’clock, otherwise Good 
Very Fine, with a length of original silk ribbon

£350 €420.00

BS2982 LIEUTENANT (LATER CAPTAIN) C.E. SPEARMAN, 2ND BATTALION 
ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1854, 2 
clasps, Burma 1887-89, Burma 1885-7, officially engraved in running script 

£950 €1140.00
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(Lieutenant, 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusiliers). Clasps listed in order 
fitted, and as often found in medals to this regiment, the lugs on the earlier 
(top) clasp, removed, and this clasp loose on ribbon, otherwise attractively 
toned and Almost Extremely Fine.

Charles Edward Spearman, born 16th September 1863, was first commissioned
Lieutenant, 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusiliers, 25th August 1883, and 
promoted Captain 8th July 1893. He served exclusively with the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Munster Fusiliers and retired on 27th August 1898. The regimental 
history refers to Captain Spearman on two occasions, confirming that he saw 
service with the Northern Shan column in 1887, and was with that column at 
Theabaw in December of that year, attending a dance at the King's palace on 
22nd December, and the parade and march-past of the King of Burma on 26th 
December. At the gymkhana that took place after the march-past, the then 
Lieutenant Spearman won the Turk's Head competition. Regimental journal 
confirms that the Northern Shan column was out on campaign for three and a 
half months, and during that time marched over 675 miles (January 1901 
Quarterly Army List confirms service with the Burmese Expedition 1885-89 
and the award of the IGS Medal with 2 clasps, which was Captain Spearman's 
sole medal entitlement). The regimental history also records the retired Captain
Spearman as being present at the first reunion of the regimental Old Comrade's
Association, 12th May 1913, Field Marshal Earl Roberts V.C. attending the 
parade, and King George V inspecting the veterans afterwards, the regimental 
history noting that most of the veterans wore their service medals when being 
inspected by the king.

BS2960 LIEUTENANT (LATER MAJOR) E.N.D. LATOUCHE, 44TH (SYLHET) 
LIGHT INFANTRY. India General Service 1854-95, 1 clasp, Bhootan 
(officially impressed: LIEUT. E.N.D. LATOUCHE, 44TH. REGT., N.I.). 
Attractively toned, Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by an extensive file of biographical research regarding the
life and military careers of Major LaTouche and his two sons, Everard and 
Averill, both of whom were killed in action during WW1, Everard during the 
Gallipoli campaign whilst serving with the 13th Battalion Australian Imperial 
Force and Averill at Hooge, whilst serving with the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish 
Rifles, including copied extracts from Burke’s Irish Family Records and 
Burke’s Landed Gentry re. the LaTouche family, extract from Michael 
McGinley’s “The LaTouche Family of Ireland”, copied East India Company 
service papers, biographical sketches, probate records, etc

Everard Neal Digges LaTouche, born in Dublin on 12 July 1843, was a 
member of the Bellvue House, Wicklow, branch of the LaTouche family. He 
was a descendant of David Digues de la Touche (1671-1745), who established 
the LaTouche family in Ireland and opened the first bank in Ireland.

Everard Neal’s was the son of Peter and Mary Ann LaTouche. He was baptised
at St Peter’s Dublin on the 24th August 1843 and was educated at the Royal 
School Armagh.

LaTouche obtained a Cadetship in the Honorable East India Company Army 
on the recommendation of a Mrs Bouverie, and was nominated to be a cadet in
the Bengal Infantry by Lord Lyvedon. He passed the East India Company 
Selection Committee on the 3rd April 1861 and was commissioned on the 4th 
July 1861 into the 48th Native Infantry.

On the 1st January 1863 he was transferred to the 11th Native Infantry, and 
this was almost certainly because Everard Neil wanted to take part in. the 
forthcoming campaign against that Bhutanese. For five years leading up 
to1863 the British Government had constantly been annoyed by the activities 

£1150 €1380.00
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of the Bhutanese. Kidnapping and plundering parties frequently entered the 
British territory and at length Ashley Eden was sent to the country to re-
negotiate the existing treaty. His treatment was however far from satisfactory, 
he was put under close guard and forced to sign a new agreement which not 
only readjusted the border in favour of Bhootan but also stipulated the 
compulsory repatriation of all “Political Offenders” who had taken refuge in 
India.

In order to take part in the subsequent punitive expedition, Everard managed to
get himself transferred again, this time to the 44th Native Infantry, which was 
part of the Right Column commanded by General Tombs. Their task was to 
capture Dewangiri.

It proved a challenging task as the final stronghold of the Bhutanese was in a 
stone and wood blockhouse containing 150 fighters who would not surrender. 
General Tombs who was well forward realised that unless this last stronghold 
was rapidly captured, the Bhutanese might yet have time to regroup and 
organise a counter attack he therefore turned to the attackers and asked, “Will 
no officer give the men a lead?”

Lieutenant WS Trevor and Lieutenant J Dundas both volunteered, climbed the 
wail and, although wounded, led a succesfull assault. For their gallantry both 
Trevor and Dundas were awarded the Victoria Cross.

In August 1865 LaTouche went on furlough and on return from furlough was 
appointed Assistant Commissioner in Assam, with the rank of Assistant 
Commissioner Third Grade. For the rest of his service he remained in Assam, 
being promoted Captain on the 15th June 1870 and being appointed Assistant 
Commissioner First Grade, Assam. In May 1881 he returned to Ireland on 
furlough, was promoted Major on the 4th July 1881 and retired on half pay on 
the 19th May 1884.

While he was on furlough LaTouche married Clementine (Nee Eager) and on 
14th March 1883, and a son, Everard Digges LaTouche, was born at 
Burrendale, Newcastle, County Down, Ireland, also in 1883. Two years later 
another son, Averill, was born. Both sons were to be killed in action in the First
World War.

After leaving the Army, Everard Neal, Clementine and their two sons moved to
Bedfordshire and lived at number 10 Goldington Avenue, where Major 
LaTouche died in 1903. His son, Everard, went to Bedfordshire Grammar 
School. He was very talented young man and obtained  a BA at Dublin 
University in 1904, an MA in 1908 and D. Litt  in 1910. Subsequently, he was 
appointed Donnellan Lecturer at Dublin University, the youngest man ever 
appointed to the post. Because of ill health he decided to emigrate to warmer 
climes and so moved to Hornsby, Sydney, Australia where he became Vicar of 
Emmnville and a Commissioner for the Bishop of Bendigo. When war broke 
out in 1914 he tried to join the army as a chaplain, but his application was 
rejected. Then, despite the fact that, as a man of the cloth he was not permitted 
to bear arms, he attempted to enlist as a private in the 2nd Battalion A.I.F., but 
was rejected because of varicose veins. He then had a successful operation to 
treat the varicose veins. Then, leaving his wife Eve and two sons, who were 
then living in The Rectory, Milltown County Kerry, he successfully enlisted 
into the 13th Battalion A.I.F. He landed in Alexandria as a Sergeant but was 
later commissioned 2nd Lieutenant. On the 6th August 1915 he landed at 
Anzac Cove and was subsequently killed in action during the intense fighting 
on 6th - 8th August 1915.

Everard Neal’s second son Averill was also killed in action a month later in the
Battle of Loos at Hooge in September 1915, while serving with the 2nd 
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Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. Their mother, Clementine then living in Ireland at 
56 Highfield Road, Rathgar, Dublin, afterwards had a memorial to her husband
and her two sons erected in St Patrick's Cathedral Dublin.

David Digues La Touch (1671-1745), who established the LaTouche family in 
Ireland, was a Huguenot who fled to Holland after the Revocation of the  Edict
of Nantes, where he obtained a commission as a Captain in the army of Prince 
William of Orange (later William III). He saw service in Ireland with 
William’s army, distinguishing himself at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, and 
afterwards settled in Dublin, where he established the first bank to be set up in 
Ireland. He was also instrumental in establishing the worldwide reputation for 
Irish Linen. He gave £200 to establish the Weavers Guild House. In the 
decades that followed, successive members of the LaTouche family, including 
Major Everett Neal Digges LaTouche, were intimately and actively involved in
banking in Ireland, as owners, directors and investors, and played a leading 
part in the establishment of the Bank of Ireland in 1783.

David Digues LaTouche set up his banking business in Dublin circa 1712 with 
three partners, Nathaniel Kane, Thomas Howe and Richard Norton. By 1726 
Hown and Norton had left the business, which became a partnership, Kane and
LaTouche. Kane died in 1735 and was succeeded by his son, also called 
Nathaniel. At about the same time, David Digues LaTouche brought his son, 
David II, into the business as a partner and the bank became known as 
LaTouche Kane and LaTouche. Nathaniel Kane II died in 1758, whereupon the
bank was renamed LaTouche and Son, being now in the sole ownership of the 
family. After 1758, nobody outside the family was admitted as a partner. 
During the succeeding century the bank prospered, its reputation increasing 
with each decade. In 1870 the LaTouche bank merged with the larger and 
rapidly expanding Munster and Leinster Bank. The Munster and Leinster Bank
had only opened in 1864, but had grown rapidly, acheiving deposits of £2.8 
million during its first four years. This initial blaze of glory was not to last. 
Much of its business was reliant on agriculture, and the severe agricultural 
crisis of 1879 led to a sharp decline in the bank’s fortunes and eventual 
bankruptcy. Major Everard Neal Digges LaTouche was one of nine members 
of the LaTouche family who were shareholders in the Munster and Leinster 
Bank when it collapsed in 1885. All nine members of the family had their 
investment wiped out. As a result, when Major LaTouche died in 1903 he was 
not a wealthy man, leaving an estate valued at just £222. He did, however, 
leave his widowed wife an Indian Army pension of £187 per annum.

The India General Service Medal with Bhutan clasp was Major LaTouch's sole
medal entitlement.

BS2925 PRIVATE ROBERT KAVANAGH, ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially impressed: ROBT. 
KAVANAGH. 18th. ROYAL IRISH REGt.). Attractive old dark tone, with a 
length of original silk ribbon, Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

Medal and clasp confirmed on roll (the only man of this name serving with the 
regiment at this time), which additionally notes that Private Robert Kavanagh 
died at Prome on 3rd January 1853. On that date the Royal Irish Regiment 
formed part of the garrison at Prome, which was being invested by the 
Burmese, and against whom the garrison saw much action. The Royal Irish 
Regiment had embarked for Burma 962 strong in January of 1852. By the time
the regiment returned to India in November 1853 at the conclusion of the 
Burmese operations it had lost some 335 officers and men. Only 18 of these 
casualties were the result of officers and men being killed in action or dying of 
wounds, the vast majority of casualties, like Robert Kavanagh, being the 
victims of what the regimental history describes as "the diseases which 
rendered the swamps and jungles of Burma fatal to Europeans".

£550 €660.00
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BS2753 PRIVATE W. TURNER, 2ND BATTALION NORTHUMBERLAND 
FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 clasp, Hazara 1888 
(officially engraved: 406 Pte. W. Turner 2d. Bn. North'd Fus.). Small 
pawnbroker's mark lightly scratched on rim at 11 o'clock, otherwise 
attractively toned and Extremely Fine.

£300 €360.00

BS2750 ASSISTANT SURGEON H. CHOLMELEY, M.D., 1ST MADRAS 
EUROPEAN FUSILIERS (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
DUBLIN FUSILIERS). India General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 clasp, Pegu
(officially impressed: AST. SURGN. HENRY CHOLMELEY. M.D. 1st. 
MADRAS FUSrs.). Obverse rim bruised at 8 o'clock, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Henry Cholmeley was born in 1826, became a member of the Royal College of
Surgeons in 1849, and was appointed Assistant Surgeon 19th August 1850. 
Serving as an Assistant Surgeon Cholmeley with the 1st Madras European 
Fusiliers, Cholmeley was present at the capture of Pegu in November 1852, 
and at both defences, under Major Hill, in December 1852 and January 1853. 
In 1855 he was in Amerapoora, in medical charge of the Embassy to the Court,
and was subsequently appointed Medical Storekeeper at Rangoon. Cholmeley 
died in Calcutta on 9th September 1859.

£900 €1080.00

BS2749 LIEUTENANT (LATER CAPTAIN) R. MENZIES, 1ST MADRAS 
EUROPEAN FUSILIERS (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
DUBLIN FUSILIERS). India General Service Medal 1854-1895, clasp, Pegu 
(officially impressed: LIEUTt. ROBt. MENZIES. 1st. MADRAS FUSrs., and 
additionally engraved after the naming details with the dates "1852-53"). With 
plain white metal top suspender brooch, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages of photocopied documents from Lieutenant 
Menzies's service papers. 

Robert Menzies was born on 11th September 1829, the son of Major Archibald
Menzies, late 42nd Foot (Royal Highlanders), of 54 Great King Street, 
Edinburgh, who distinguished himself at the Battle of Waterloo, his subsequent
promotion to the rank of Major being backdated 18th June 1815, the day on 
which the Battle of Waterloo was fought, and survived to receive his single 
clasp Military General Service Medal for Salamanca. 

Robert Menzies was educated at Dr Cowan's School in Sunderland, where he 
received a classical and mathematical education. He was recommended to the 
East India Company by a Captain Eastwick, and was commissioned into the 
Madras Infantry in the season of 1848, being appointed Ensign, and promoted 
Lieutenant 15th May 1852 and Captain, 11th February 1859. Captain Menzies 
is mentioned several times in the regimental history, "Neill's Blue Caps", 
wherein he is noted as being among the 49 officers and 960 other ranks who 
embarked aboard HMS Sphinx and the transports Moozuffer and Graham for 
Burma on 7th September 1852. Then a young 2nd Lieutenant, he was one of 
the 12 officers of the regiment who commanded the three companies of the 1st 
Madras European Fusiliers attached to the column dispatched by General 
Godwin to recapture Pegu in November 1852. Menzies was present at the 
capture of Pegu, November 1852, and at its investment in December of the 
same year. He subsequently accompanied the Martaban column from Mataban 
and Shoegeen in January 1853, and was mentioned in dispatches for his 
services with that column. The Mataban column, commanded by Brigadier-
General Steel, embarked at Mataban on January 3rd 1853 the part of a force 
ordered to proceed up the Sittang River to Tonghoo. The column, which 
included Nos 2 and 6 Companies of the 1st Madras European Fusiliers, 
commanded by Captain Geils, had several engagements with the enemy whilst 
in transit, most notably on 14th January 1853. In his subsequent dispatch 
conveying the thanks of the Governor-General of India to General Steel and 

£1650 €1980.00
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the officers and men under his command, Captain Geils and his detachment, 
which included Lieutenants Grant, Brown and Menzies, were singled out for 
special mention. Captain Menzies died at Bangalore, India, in August 1860. At 
the time of his death he was 30 years and 11 months of age.

The following anecdote regarding Major Archibal Menzies at Quatre Bras has 
been extracted from "The Waterloo Roll Call" by Charles Dalton. 

“In Capt. George Jones's “Waterloo Memoirs” is to be found an interesting 
letter regarding Major Menzies of the 42nd, who was dangerously wounded at 
Quatre Bras. The major's name is omitted in this letter "On the 16th June, 
Major -, of the 42nd, preferring to fight on foot, in front of his men, had given 
his horse to hold to a little drummer-boy. After severe fighting he fell wounded
near a brave private, Donald Mackintosh. The drummer left the horse to assist 
his friend Donald. A French lancer attempted to seize the horse, upon which 
the prostrate Donald exclaimed “Hoot man, ye mauna tak that beast, 't belangs 
to our captain here !" The lancer, little heeding, seized the horse. Donald, with 
a last expiring effort, loaded his musket and shot the lancer dead. A French 
cavalry officer, seeing the major bestirring himself, rode up and attempted to 
dispatch him with his sword. As he stooped from his saddle, the major seized 
his leg, and managed to pull him off his horse upon him. Another lancer, 
observing this struggle, galloped up and tried to spear the major and relieve his
officer; but the former, by a sudden jerk and desperate exertion, placed the 
French officer uppermost, who received the mortal thrust below his cuirass and
continued lying upon the major's body for near ten minutes, sword in hand. A 
pause in the battle permitted some men of the 42nd to carry their officer into 
the square of the 92nd, where he was found to have received sixteen wounds."

Earlier, Menzies had acted as major following the death of his commanding 
officer, Sir Robert Macara, at Quatre Bras, and continued in that capacity until 
incapacitated by wounds. In recognition of his gallantry, Menzies was 
promoted in the field, 18th June, 1815, retired from the regiment in 1828 and 
died in 1864. Charles Dalton additionally recorded that "This gallant officer's 
claymore (an Andrea Ferrara) is in the possession of his granddaughters, the 
Misses Murray Menzies."

Provenance: Ex Thomas Lees Collection, Sotheby's, 6th March 1986, lot 61.

BS2748 SERGEANT GEORGE SAVAGE, 1ST BENGAL EUROPEAN FUSILIERS 
(THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). India
General Service Medal 1854-1895, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially renamed, engraved
in running script: Serjt. Geo Savage Pt. Eupn. Bengal Fusrs.). Contact mark to 
clasp, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS2424 SERGEANT JAMES FEGAN, ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India General 
Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially impressed: SERJt. Jas. FEGAN. 
18th. Rl. IRISH REGt.). Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of photocopied service papers. James Fegan 
was born in the parish of Kilbride, near the town of Clane in King's County 
(now county Offaly), Ireland. He attested for the 18th Foot at Tullamore, 
King's County, 2nd January 1840. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years of 
age and gave his trade as that of labourer. Appointed Private, 2nd January 
1840, Fegan was promoted Corporal, 1st December 1844. However, he was "in
confinement" from 15th - 21st February 1846, wherupon he was reduced to 
Private. He was again promoted Corporal, 1st July 1847 and Sergeant, 1st 
September 1850, but was once more place "in confinement" from 17th - 25th 
November 1853, wherupon he was reduced to Private for a second time. Fegan
was promoted Corporal for a third time, 1st March 1857, and regained the rank
of Sergeant on 29th August 1859. Sergeant Fegan was discharged at Dublin on 
3rd September 1861, after 21 years and 2 days service with the colours, of 

£380 €456.00
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which 13 years and 207 days were spent overseas, including 262 days in the 
Bombay Presidency, 6 years and 216 days in China, 4 years and 228 days in 
Bengal and 1 year and 231 days in Burma. He was discharged in consequence 
of his "being admitted to Out Pension at his own request having completed 21 
years service, and serving on the permanent staff of the Longford Rifles" 
(Fegan spent a total of 201 days with the Longford Rifles). It was noted that 
his "conduct has been good. He has been twice tried by court martial, the 
proceedings of one of which are not forthcoming. He appears to have been 
only once entered in the Regimental Defaulters Book. He has been promoted 
to Sergeant, in possession of three Good Conduct badges, and became entitled 
to a fourth in January 1861". At the time of discharge, Fegan gave his intended
place of residence as "Longford, being on the staff of the Longford Rifles".

Note: the town of Clane is actually in county Kildare, Ireland, though the 
parish of Kilbride is just over the border in the adjoining county of Offaly.

BS2364 PRIVATE R. LECKIE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India
General Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Hazara 1888 (officially engraved, 2162 
Private, 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment). Almost Extremely Fine.

£325 €390.00

BS2320 PRIVATE J. LARGE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 1897-98, Samana 1897 
(officially engraved: 5116 : Pte. J. Large 2d. Bn. Ryl. Ir: Regt.). Couple of 
minor edge bruises, otherwise attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

£265 €318.00

BS2318 PRIVATE J. POWER, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1854, 1 clasp, Hazara 1888 (officially engraved: 1314 
Pte. J. Power 2nd. Bn. R. Ir. R.). Almost Extremely Fine.

£325 €390.00

BS2317 PATRICK WALLACE, 2ND EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). India General Service Medal
1854, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially impressed: PATk. WALLACE. 2nd. EUR. 
BENGAL FUSrs.). Attractively toned, some contact marks to obverse, 
otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

£350 €420.00

BS2300 WILLIAM SHEILL, 1ST EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). India General Service Medal
1854, 1 clasp, Pegu (officially impressed: Wm. SHEILL. 1st. EUR. BENGAL 
FUSrs.). Couple of minor edge nicks, otherwise Good Very Fine, mounted as 
worn from a silver plated pin backed ribbon buckle

£350 €420.00

BS1978 PRIVATE J. FEENEY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps; Punjab Frontier 1897-98, Samana 1897 
(officially engraved: 4685 Pte. J. Feeney 2d. Bn. Ryl. Ir. Regt.). Small edge 
nick to obverse rim at 5 o'clock, otherwise Good Very Fine.

With photocopy of Medal Roll, confirming medal and clasps and also stating 
"invalided 6.4.98".

£295 €354.00

BS4261 BALTIC MEDAL 1854-55, unnamed, as issued. An attractive example with 
superb toning, Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

£240 €288.00

bs3781 MASTER THOMAS SPRATT, H.M.S. HAWKE, ROYAL NAVY. Baltic 
Medal 1854-55 (contemporary engraved naming, engraved in blackened 
serifed capitals: MASTER T. SPRATT. H.M.S. HAWKE). Couple of heavy 
rim nicks to obverse rim at 8 o'clock and 9 o'clock, otherwise attractively 
toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, Merchant Navy Indentured 
Apprentices record and 2 pages Royal Navy enlistment record.

Thomas Spratt was born in Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, Ireland, in 1835, the 
son of Thomas and Mary Spratt (died 1848 and 1846 respectively). He was 
apprenticed into the merchant navy on 14/2/1853 to Peter Dale of North 

£225 €270.00
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Shields, aboard the ship "Pallas" at Newcastle. Spratt enlisted into the Royal 
Navy aboard HMS Waterloo on 12/5/1854 for ten years (continuous service 
number 12020). Continuous Service papers confirm that he had previous 
service afloat in the merchant navy "18 months at sea" prior to joining the 
Royal Navy.

Thomas Spratt not traced aboard HMS Hawke in the Baltic campaign medal 
roll. However, since he enlisted in 1854 for 10 years service, he did see service
in the Royal Navy during the period of the Baltic campaign. There is an 
Ordinary Seaman Thomas Spratt on the Crimeal Medal roll, entitled 
Sebastopol clasp, for service aboard HMS Royal Albert. Medal thus worthy of 
further research, a search of the muster rolls for HMS Hawke not just for the 
period covered by the Baltic campaign, but also for the years immediately 
prior to and after that campaign.

HMS Waterloo was a First Rate sailing two-decker, launched in 1833 and 
converted to steam screw in 1859.

HMS Hawke was a 72 gun, Black Prince class of 1810, 2 deck, 3rd rate, 
launched in 1820. She was converted to a 60 gun, screw Line of Battle ship in 
1855 and broken up in 1865. HMS Hawke took part in the second Baltic 
campaign of 1855, where she was dispatched to the Gulf of Riga, engaging the
batteries and row gun-boats at the mouth of the river Dwina on 10/8/1855, and 
the forts at Domeness on 14/8/1855, when the British Vice-Consul reported 
that an attack on the fortified camp at Dwinamunde would produce unrest in 
the Baltic provinces, the Commande in Chief of the Baltic fleet, Admiral 
Dundas, ordered Captain Ommaney, commanding the Hawke, to proceed 
anyway, and attack anything he wished to attack (whilst at the same time 
ridiculing Captain Ommaney's exaggerated reports as to his activities).

Spratt's naming on the medal as "Master" would be a reference to his relative 
youth at the time of the Baltic campaign, and not to his rank in the navy.

BS4337 BALTIC MEDAL, unnamed as issued. Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to 
Almost Extremely Fine.

£220 €264.00

BS4104 BALTIC MEDAL 1854-55, unnamed, as issued. Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

£220 €264.00

BS4321 BALTIC MEDAL, unnamed, as issued. Suspender slightly slack, otherwise 
Almost Extremely Fine to Extremely Fine and with a length of original ribbon.

£190 €228.00

EPH038 6TH INNISKILLING DRAGOONS, AN EARLY PRESENTATION SILVER 
DOUBLE LIDDED POCKET VESTA CASE, rectangular, engine turned 
decoration overall, gilt interior, by James Nasmyth & Co., Edinburgh 
hallmarks for 1850, the inside of lid inscribed "R.D. Barbor, 6th Dragoons, 
from W.C. Morshead, 1851". Some minor contact marks to lid and corners, 
otherwise lightly polished and in good working order. Measures 6cm x 3.2cm 
x 1cm.

Robert Douglas Barbor was first commissioned Cornet, 6th Inniskilling 
Dragoons on 15th March 1827. He served with the Regiment for 24 years, 
being promoted Lieutenant on 9th April 1829 and Captain on 28th April 1837. 
He went on half pay on 6th June 1845, was appointed Regimental Paymaster 
on 16th February 1849, and retired on 11th November 1851 with the rank of 
Major (half pay). After retiring from the Regiment he subsequently continued 
for many years as a Barrack Master at Glasgow, only relinquishing that post in 
1869, after 42 years service with the colours.

Sir Warwick Charles Morshead, Baronet, of Tenant Park, Cornwall, Justice of 
the Peace for Berkshire and Cornwall, was born in 1824. He succeeded as 3rd 

£350 €420.00
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Baronet in 1828, at four years of age, and was first commissioned Ensign, 15th
Foot, on 2nd June 1843. He transferred to the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons as 
Cornet in 1845, was promoted Lieutenant on 9th June 1846, Captain on 22nd 
March 1850, and retired in 1853. He died in 1905, when the title became 
extinct.

This is an example of the earliest type of purpose made vesta case. Initially 
(circa 1835-1855), vesta cases were merely converted from other boxes such 
as vinaigrettes or snuff boxes. Early boxes made specifically as vesta cases, 
like this Edinburgh example, were produced from 1850 to circa 1865, still 
following the format of the earlier “snuff box” types, with the lid along the top 
of the box. The later, more common type (produced circa 1865 onwards), have 
the lid set at the end or on one side of the box.

BS4344 LIEUTENANT (LATER COLONEL) JOHN ADDY, LAND TRANSPORT 
CORPS (LATE 5TH DRAGOON GUARDS AND LATER 5TH ROYAL 
IRISH LANCEERS) WHO SAW SERVICE AS A FARRIER SERGEANT-
MAJOR WITH THE 5TH (PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF WALES) 
DRAGOON GUARDS DURING THE CRIMEAN WAR, TAKING PART IN 
THE CHARGE OF THE HEAVY BRIGADE AND THE SUBSEQUENT 
DEPLOYMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE CHARGE OF THE LIGHT 
BRIGADE AT BALAKLAVA (IN WHICH LATTER ROLE THE REGIMENT
ACTUALLY SUSTAINED A GREATER LOSS THAN DURING THE 
HEAVY BRIGADE CHARGE ITSELF), AND WAS COMMISSIONED 
INTO THE LAND TRANSPORT CORPS AS A REWARD FOR 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE, PROBABLY DURING THE CHARGE OF THE 
HEAVY BRIGADE OR IN THE DEPLOYMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE 
LIGHT BRIGADE AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY THE FIRST 
QUARTERMASTER OF THE NEWLY RE-FORMED 5TH ROYAL IRISH 
LANCERS, BEING APPOINTED CAPTAIN AND QUARTERMASTER 
WHEN THE 5TH ROYAL IRISH LANCERS WAS RE-FORMED AS A 
REGIMENT IN JANUARY 1858.

Crimea Medal, 3 clasps, Balaklava, Inkermann, Sebastopol (oficially engraved 
by Hunt & Roskell in upright serifed capital letters: LIEUTt. JOHN ADDY. L. 
T. CORPS.). Mounted as worn, with original silk ribbon and "buckle" type 
silver top brooch suspender, attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, extracts from Army Lists of the 
period, and copied extracts Crimea Medal rolls (3), confirming medal and 
clasps, that Balaklava and Inkermann clasps were awarded for service with the
5th Dragoon Guards and the Sebastopol clasp for service with the Land 
Transport Corps, and additionally confirming that Addy's Crimea Medal was 
forwarded to Hunt & Roskell for naming. Addy is the only Farrier Sergeant-
Major on the Crimea Medal roll for the 5th Dragoon Guards.

A child of the regiment, Colonel John Addy was born in Fulford Barracks, 
York, on 12/4/1826, where his father, William Addy, was then serving with the 
5th Dragoon Guards (William Addy, like his son, went on to be a Farrier 
Sergeant in the 5th Dragoon Guards). John Addy enlisted into the 5th Dragoon 
Guards in 1840 as a Boy soldier, and initially saw service with that regiment 
under age for four years and subsequently in the ranks for 11 years and 135 
days, being promoted Farrier Sergeant-Major in 1852 and seeing service in 
that rank with the 5th Dragoon Guards in the Crimea. 

Addy was commissioned Lieutenant, Land Transport Corps, 6/9/1855 (London
Gazette, 18/3/1856, page 1080, but christian name given incorrectly as 
"William", corrected to "John", London Gazette, 29/4/1866, page 1591). He 
was promoted Second Captain, Land Transport Corps, 1/2/1856, placed on half
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pay, 1/4/1857, but was then appointed Quartermaster in the 5th Light Dragoons
(later re-titled 5th Royal Irish Lancers), 8/3/1858. Addy was again placed on 
half pay, Land Transport Corps, and appointed Recruiting Officer at Limerick 
on 3/6/1859, was promoted Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel in 1879 and appointed 
Recruiting Officer, Dublin Recruiting District, 1/7/1881. Addy retired with the 
rank of Colonel on 1/10/1881, and died at Brighton, 25/11/1899, aged 73 
years.

Roy Dutton, in his "Forgotten Heroes, The Charge of the Heavy Brigade" 
(October 2008), confirms John Addy as having seen service in the Crimea as a 
Farrier Sergeant-Major with the 5th Dragoon Guards and notes that he 
"probably" rode in the charge of the Heavy Brigade at Balaklava. 

Without evidence to the contrary, it is generally accepted that the vast majority 
of members of the Heavy Brigade entitled to the Balaklava clasp did acually 
take part in the charge, and it is only for the lack of definite proof that Addy is 
listed as a "probable" charger, rather than a "definite" charger.

Addy's act of Meritorious Service that led to him being commissioned in the 
field probably took place during the battle of Balaklava, the only significant 
action that the 5th Dragoon Guards took part in during the Crimean war. The 
5th Dragoon Guards arrived in the Crimea too late to take part in the battle of 
Alma and after Balaklava the regiment played only a relatively passive, role in 
the campaign. At the battle of Inkermann, 5/11/1854, the regiment played a 
casualty-free role,  positioned some distance from the action, with the sole 
intention of discouraging the intervention of Russian cavalry during the battle. 
During the concluding months of the war, including the siege of Sebastopol, 
the regiment was mostly employed behind the lines doing transport and 
ambulance duties, ferrying provisions to troops in the trenches before 
Sebastopol and evacuating the sick and wounded. No British troops took part 
in the battle of Tchernaya, 16/8/1855, the last significant battle of the war, 
fought exclusively between Russian and French and Sardinian troops, the 
officers and men of the 5th Dragoon Guards again being positioned well away 
from the action, with a view to discouraging any attack on Balaklava by 
Russian troops, the regiment being, as a result, and as the regimental history 
describes them "passive spectators" during that action (during the battle of 
Tchernaya the only lossed suffered by the 5th Dragoon Guards were a few 
horses killed and wounded by long-range artillery fire).

The following account of the 5th Dragoon Guards services at Balaklava, 
25/10/1855, are taken from Ralph Legge Pomeroy's "5th Princess Charlotte of 
Wales' Dragoon Guards" (London, 1924):

"On October 1 the 5th Dragoon Guards landed, and marched up to the camp on
the plain of Balaklava, Where they remained, taking their share of outposts and
picquets covering the siege of Sevastopol, till October 25. On the morning of 
the 25th, about 6 A.M, General Liprandi’s corps of Russians drove in the 
outposts and attacked and took some forts which were entrusted to the care of 
the Turks. The Heavy Brigade, under General Scarlett, were sent to the support
of the Turks, but only arr ived in time to see their retreat from No. 1 Redoubt, 
and to come under a desultory rifle-fire which caused the loss of a few men 
and horses. Shortly afterwards the Heavy Brigade was ordered to join the 
Light Brigade, and while in this position General Scarlett received an order to 
move with four regiments of his brigade to support the 93rd Highlanders. 
When the column, of which the 5th formed part, was put in motion to perform 
this duty, a dense mass of Russian cavalry was perceived coming over the 
summit of the hill and bearing down on the left flank of the column. No time 
was to be lost, if disaster was to be averted. The Inniskillings, Greys, and 5th 
Dragoon Guards were immediately wheeled left into line, and, in spite of great
difficulties of ground, for they were much hampered by vineyards enclosed by 
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stone walls, charged straight upon the advancing columns. The enemy, unable 
to retreat, halted and tried to deploy, but the British cavalry were too quick for 
them, and got into them while they were still halted in a confused mass. 
Almost at the same moment the 4th Dragoon Guards charged them in flank, 
and the Russians broke and fled. Their loss was over sixty killed, besides 
wounded and prisoners; and if the Light Brigade, a completely formed and 
fresh body of troops, had been ordered to join in the pursuit, very few of the 
Russian cavalry would ever have escaped. As it was, they reformed behind the 
very guns which the Light Brigade were destined to charge later in the day. It 
seldom occurs that two bodies of cavalry meet hand-to-hand, and this charge, 
with the overthrow of 3000 Russian cavalry by eight weak squadrons, is one of
the most glorious feats ever performed by British arms. Undoubtedly, it is to 
this charge of the Heavy Brigade, that we must attribute the fact that for the 
remainder of the campaign the Russians, though in greatly superior numbers, 
never dared to attack a formed body of British cavalry. The 5th Dragoon 
Guards were led in this charge by Captain Burton, who was rewarded by a 
Brevet-Majority and the Companionship of the Bath. The regiments forming 
the Heavy Brigade, having been reformed, were afterwards advanced to the 
support. of the Light Brigade, who made a most brilliant charge on the 
enemy’s guns. Having been rashly ordered, by some mis-conception of a 
superior’s order, to attempt an impossibility, they were nearly annihilated, and 
were obliged to retreat, leaving two-thirds of their number on the field: 
Fortunately the advance of the Heavy Brigade prevented the enemy from 
pursuing, and offered a rallying-point for the remnant of the Light Cavalry. 
This service could not be performed without loss, and the writer has been 
informed by an officer of the regiment who took part in the charge of the 
Heavy Brigade that the regiment’s losses were actually greater in performing 
this duty than they were in rolling up and driving off the field the whole of the 
Russian Cavalry.

The following extracts from Official Despatches are of interest as throwing 
light on certain vexed questions which, among the uninformed, are matters of 
dispute even to this day.

Official Despatches from the ‘London Gazette’ extraordinary, November 12, 
1854. BALAKLAVA, Oct, 27, 1854. The Heavy Brigade had soon to return to 
the support of the troops defending Balaklava, and was fortunate enough in 
being at hand when a large force of Russian cavalry was descending the hill. I 
immediately ordered Brig.-General Scarlett to attack with the Scots Greys and 
Inniskilling Dragoons, and had his attack supported in 2nd line by the 5th D. 
G. and by a flank attack of the 4th D. G. Under every disadvantage of ground 
these eight small Squadrons succeeded in defeating and dispersing a body of 
cavalry estimated at three times their number and more. I ordered the Light 
Brigade for advance in two lines and supported them with the Heavy Brigade. 
The Heavy Brigade advanced to the support of the attack under a galling fire, 
and acted with the most perfect obedience and in a manner to deserve all 
praise. I cannot too strongly recommend to your Lordship the two officers 
commanding the brigades and, indeed, every individual of every rank. Lucan, 
Lieutenant-General Commanding, Cavalry Division."

The Land Transport Corps was established by Royal Warrant dated 24/1/1855. 
When the Crimean War broke out on 24/3/1854 there was no means at hand for
supplying provisions to the army in the field, or providing it with transport. 
The Royal Wagon Train had been disbanded in 1833, and from that date to the 
outbreak of hostilities with Russia, whatever transport arrangements the army 
required were organised on an ad-hoc basis. However, the rapid build-up of 
troops in the Crimea demanded a more organised approach and the Land 
Transport Corps was established by Royal Warrant dated 24/1/1855. In his 
history of the various units that pre-dated the formation of the Royal Army 
Service Corps "The Predecessors of the Royal Army Service Corps", 
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Lieutenant Colonel C.M. Masse notes that the officers of the newly raised 
Land Transport Corps were largely volunteers from other regiments and corps 
of the British army or non-commissioned officers commissioned from the 
ranks for meritorious service in the field, and additionally notes that the Land 
Transport Corps was not a purchase corps. The Land Transport Corps had only
a brief existence, from January 1855 to August 1856, when it was re-titled and 
re-organised as The Military Train, which Addy briefly served with prior to 
transferring to the newly re-raised 5th Royal Irish Lancers in 1858.

When the 5th Royal Irish Lancers, originally raised in 1689, were disbanded in
1799 as a punishment for mutinous activity during the 1798 Rebellion in 
Ireland. The regiment was re-raised on 9/1/1858, the outbreak of the Indian 
Mutiny prompting the military authorities to increase the mounted strength of 
the British army. Its ranks were quickly filled with recruits and by 21/5/1858 
the regiment comprised some 485 privates in the eight troops of the regiment, 
along with 52 non-commissioned officers who had been transferred to the 
regiment from other regiments to assist in drilling the new recruits. The 
officers of the newly re-raised regiment volunteered to transfer to it from a 
wide variety of other cavalry regiments, the Military Train and the Staff. John 
Addy was the regiment's first Quartermaster and the only officer to transfer 
into the new regiment from the Military Train.

John Addy's father, William Addy (1802-1847) enlisted into the 5th Dragoon 
Guards circa 1818 and rose to the rank of Farrier Sergeant-Major. He died at 
Fulford Barracks, York, on 1/5/1847, where he had been serving in 1826, when
his son John was born.

John Addy married Clara Ann Stapley in Dublin on 25/3/1851.

For further details of the official Hunt & Roskell engraved naming on Crimea 
Medals, see "By Order of Her Majesty, The Crimea Medal", by Martin, 
Pickering and Satterley (Orders & Medals Research Society, 2017).

BS4339 CRIMEA MEDAL, 1 CLASP, SEBASTOPOL (naming erased and acorn 
device from right side of Sebastopol clasp lacking). Scattered minor rim nicks, 
otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, a useful, inexpensive 
space filler.

Note: naming erased and acorn device from right side of Sebastopol clasp is 
missing. 

£90 €108.00

BS4300 PRIVATE P. KENNY, 77TH (EAST MIDDLESEX) REGIMENT (THE POST 
1880 2ND BATTALION DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE'S OWN MIDDLESEX 
REGIMENT), (LATE 70TH (SURREY) REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 3 
Clasps, Alma, Inkerman, Sebastopol (contemporary engraved naming: 
PAT(RIC)K KENNY 7-7 FOOT). Rim bruised from contact with other medal, 
partially obscuring naming details(as indicated), scattered surface contact 
marks, otherwise attractively toned and Very Fine to Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied discharge papers and copied medal 
roll extracts, confirming medal and Clasps.

There is only one Patrick Kenny listed on the Crimea Medal rolls for the 77th 
Foot.

Patrick Kenny was born in Galway city, Co. Galway, Ireland in 1835. He 
enlisted into the 70th Foot at Manchester on 14/7/1853. At the time of 
enlistment he was 18 years old and gave his trade as that of labourer. Kenny 
transferred to the 77th Foot on 17/2/1854 and was serving with the 77th Foot 
when it sailed for the Crimea from Liverpool on 24/3/1854. Kenny was 
promoted Corporal on 11/3/1864 but reduced to Private on 3/5/1865. He was 
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discharged on 29/9/1874, after 21 years and 46 days service with the colours. 
Discharge papers describe Kenny's conduct as having been "very good” and 
state that, in addition to service at home, he saw service for 2 years and 5 
months in the Crimea, 10 months in New South Wales (Australia) and 9 years 
and 4 months in India.

Medal also accompanied by a selection of copied muster roll extracts for the 
70th and 77th Foot recording Kenny's original enlistment into the 70th Foot, 
transfer to the 77th Foot, his being invalided to the 77th Foot depot at Calcutta,
India, in January 1859 and embarkation from Calcutta for England on 
11/1/1864.

Since Kenny was born in Galway city in 1835 and enlisted into the 70th Foot 
at Manchester in1854, he was undoubtedly one of the many Irishmen who 
emigrated from Ireland to England to escape the disastrous potato famine of 
1845-52. He no doubt enlisted into the British army to escape the atrocious 
living conditions in Manchester prevailing at that times of his enlistment in 
1854. For a description of the living conditions in Manchester at the time of 
Kenny's enlistment, see Friedrich Engels’  “The Condion of the Working Class 
in England".

Medal also accompanied by two copied group photographs of officers of the 
77th Foot taken taken circa 1860.

BS4207 PRIVATE THOMAS HIGGINS, 1ST FOOT (THE ROYAL SCOTS) (THE 
POST 1880 THE ROYAL SCOTS REGIMENT), LATER 68TH DURHAM 
LIGHT INFANTRY. Crimea Medal 1854-56, 3 clasps, Alma, Inkerman, 
Sebastopol (regimentally impressed: 3203 THOMAS. HIGGINS. 1st BATTn 
1st (....)). Obverse contact marked and numerous contact marks to rim at 3 
o'clock, partially obscuring naming details (as indicated), probably from 
contact with other medals, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 5 pages of copied discharge papers, copied medal rolls 
confirming medal and clasps for service with the 1st Foot in the Crimea and 
extract from the 1881 census. Medal also accompanied by copied extract from 
New Zealand Medal roll confirming that Thomas Higgins was also entitled to 
the New Zealand Medal.

Thomas Higgins was born in the parish of Youghal, Co. Cork. He enlisted into 
the 1st Foot at Newport, Monmouthshire, on 15/9/1853, and allocated the 
regimental number 3203. At the time of enlistment he was 19 years old and 
gave his trade as labourer. Higgins transferred to the 68th Foot on 31/10/1863, 
when he was allocated a new regimental number, 746 Private. Higgins never 
rose above the rank of Private whilst serving with the 1st Foot or the 68th Foot
and was discharged on 25/11/1874. At the time of discharge he gave his 
intended place of residence as Manchester. Higgins was admitted as a Chelsea 
Pensioner (Outpensioner) on 19/1/1875. Higgins is recorded in the 1881 
census as a 47 year old labourer living in Gorton, Manchester, with his 40 year
old wife, Mary and three children.

£495 €594.00

BS4190 COMMISSARIAT CLERK (LATER DEPUTY ASSISTANT COMMISARY 
GENERAL) F.W. CALLAGHAN, COMMISSARIAT STAFF, LIGHT 
CAVALRY BRIGADE WHO SAW SERVICE WITH THE LIGHT 
BRIGADE'S COMMISSARIAT STAFF THROUGHOUT THE CRIMEAN 
CAMPAIGN, INCLUDING THE BATTLE OF BALAKLAVA. Crimea Medal,
4 clasps, Alma, Inkerman, Balaklava, Sebastopol (official Hunt & Roskell 
engraved naming, engraved by the "split s" engraver: F.W. CALLAGHAN. 
COMMt. STAFF Lt. Cy. Be.). Old minor repair to suspension (suspender re-
affixed), otherwise Good Very Fine and with a length of  original silk ribbon.

Medal accompanied by copied medal rolls, confirming medal and clasps, that 
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Callaghan saw service as a Commissariat Clerk with the Commisariat 
Department during the Crimean War and was also entitled to the Turkish 
Crimea Medal. Balaklava clasp scarce to the Commissariat Staff, the medal 
roll recording a total of only 24 awarded (one of which was subsequently 
struck out and cancelled), and rare to members of the Commissariat Staff 
attached to the Light Brigade.

Medal also accompanied by extract from the Statement of the Services of 
Commissariat Clerks, Writers, Storekeepers, Issuers, Conductors, etc, re 
Callaghan's service with the Commissariat Department (WO 61/14).

Frederick William Callaghan was born in Chatham, Kent, in 1833 (baptised 
31/7/1833). He is recorded in the 1851 census as being a 17 year old clerk, the 
son of Daniel Callaghan, a 60 year old Chelsea Pensioner, and his 54 year old 
wife Isabella. Callaghan first saw active service during the Crimean War as a 
Clerk employed by the Commissary-General's Department stationed in Malta 
from 15/5/1854, initially being paid at the rate of 6 shillings per day, with his 
pay subsequently increased on 23/5/54 to 7 shillings and sixpence per day. He 
joined the Commissariat Corps with the rank of Clerk on 1/1/1855 and after 
seeing service with the Commissariat Department, attached Light Brigade, 
during the Crimean War, Callaghan, then still a Commissariat Clerk, passed 
the examination for promotion to the rank of Deputy Assistant Commissary-
General, Commissariat Department in 1860, with seniority of 4/7/1860. That 
appointment was cancelled shortly afterwards, the notification of the 
cancellation being posted in the London Gazette of 5/2/1861. Frederick 
Callaghan died at Grenwich, England, in 1863 and was buried at St Margaret's 
Church, Plumstead, Grenwich, on 15/3/1863.

The Commissariat Staff was a uniformed civilian department of the War 
Office. The department traced its origins to the appointment by James II in 
1685 of a civilian Commissary General tasked with supplying the army with 
food and transport. The Commissariat was much reduced in the years leading 
up to the outbreak of the Crimean War and as a result famously struggled to 
deal with the complexities of supplying the Army during Crimean campaign, 
and as a result, in December 1854, control of its military functions were 
transferred to the War Office. The Commissariat remained a uniformed civilian
service until 1869, when its officers transferred to the new Control Department
as commissioned Army officers. The Control Department then went through a 
number of incarnations, before becoming the Army Service Corps in 1888.

For details of the "split S" Hunt & Roskell engraver and officially engraved 
Crimea Medals, see "By Order of Her Majesty -The Crimea Medal", by 
Satterley, Pickering and Martin (Orders and Medals Research Society).

BS4151 PRIVATE W. WHEELER, 21ST (ROYAL SCOTS FUSILIERS) REGIMENT. 
Crimea Medal 1854-56, 4 clasps, Alma, Inkerman, Balaklava, Sebastopol 
(officially impressed: W. WHEELER. 21st REGt.). Rivet lacking between 1st 
and 2nd clasp, attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extracts confirming medal and clasps
and 5 pages of copied discharge papers.

William Wheeler was born in the parish of Walcot, Bath,Somerset. He enlisted 
into the 21st Foot at Bristol on 2/2/1839. At the time of enlistment he was 20 
years old and gave his trade as book binder. He was promoted Corporal, 
6/3/1861 and was discharged at Birr, Co. Offaly, Ireland, on 15/6/1861.

Wheeler had numerous brushes with the military authorities during his period 
of service, including for desertion and being absent without leave, on one 

£1150 €1380.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

occasion being sentenced to 168 days with hard labour and being branded with
the letter "D".

BS4140 THE CRIMEAN WAR MEDAL AWARDED TO PAYMASTER JAMES 
TERRY, WHO COMMANDED THE TROOPSHIP HMS RESISTANCE 
DURING THE CRIMEAN WAR AND WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SEEN 
SERVICE IN A CIVILIAN CAPACITY DURING THE DISASTROUS 
NIGER RIVER EXEDITION OF 1841-42, AS CHIEF CLERK TO THE 
EXPEDITION'S COMMISSIONER, WILLIAM COOK, ABOARD HMS 
WILBERFORCE. A LARGE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE 
EXPEDITION DIED OF A VARIETY OF TROPICAL DISEASES, 
COLLECTIVELY KNOWN AT THE TIME AS "RIVER FEVER", 
RESULTING IN THE NAVAL OFFICERS COMMANDING THE 
EXPEDITION ORDERING ITS ABANDONMENT. TERRY WAS PRAISED
IN THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE EXPEDITION BY TWO OF THE 
NAVAL OFFICERS WHO LED IT AND HIS NAME RECORDED FOR 
POSTERITY BY THE COMMANDERS OF THE EXPEDITON, WHO 
RENAMED ONE THE THE NATURAL FEATURES ENCOUNTERED, 
THE "TERRY MOUNTAINS". THE RECOGNITION TERRY RECEIVED 
FOR HIS EFFORTS DURING THE EXPEDITION RESULTED IN HIS 
SUBSEQUENTLY OBTAINING AN APPOINTMENT IN THE ROYAL 
NAVY. Crimea Medal, no clasp (neatly engraved inHunt & Roskell style 
square serifed capitals: MR. JAS. E. TERRY. RESISTANCE.). Attractively 
toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by Muster Roll for HMS Wilberforce for the period 1841-
42, 1 page of Royal Navy officer's service papers, Crimean War period muster 
roll for HMS Resistance, extracts from published accounts and the official 
report of the Niger River Expedition in which Terry is mentioned on a number 
of occasions, along with copied extract from 1861 census return, marriage and 
deaths index extracts.

James Erskine Terry (1818-1874) was born in Edinburgh, 1/6/1818. The 
Muster Roll for HMS Wilberforce confirms Terry's presence as Chief Clerk to 
the Commissioner aboard that ship during the Niger River expedition. On the 
strength of his service during the expedition, Terry subsequently obtained an 
appointment in the Royal Navy, Assistant Clerk, on 19/10/1846. His service 
papers confirm that he saw service aboard HMS Resistance, initially as a 
Clerk, from 16/4/1850, as Clerk in Charge from 1/1/1853, and as Paymaster, 
from 25/4/1854. The Crimean War period Muster Roll for HMS Resistance 
records Terry as being "Paymaster, as clerk in charge". Terry is recorded in the 
1861 census as being a Paymaster aboard the hulk "Victoria" in Portsmouth 
Harbour. Terry retired from the Royal Navy on 2/5/1872 and died on 3/1/1874,
leaving an estate valued at £450. Terry married Mary Wilkins, widow of 
Harvey Lonsdale Elms, at St George's, Hanover Square, on 22/4/1858. 

For his services as Chief Clerk during the Niger Expedition, James Terry was 
mentioned favourably in the official report on the expedition by the two naval 
officers who commanded it, Captain H.D. Trotter recording that "Mr. Terry not
only performed with diligence his particular duty, as per, but strove to render 
himself useful in every  possible way, and in particular by affording assistance 
in the survey of the river, and aiding Commander William Allen in taking 
magnetical and other observations, an assistance which he rendered with an 
assiduity that did him the greatest credit"; and Captain William Allen stating "I
would most respectfully repeat the recommendations in my letter of 18th of 
November in favour of Mr. James Erskine Terry, Chief Clerk to the 
Commissioners, who, after having suffered severely in the expedition, in 
which he performed his duties to my satisfaction, is now thrown out of 

£850 €1020.00
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employment, and is one of the few who have received no reward for their 
arduous services."

HMS Wilberforce was named after William Wilberforce (1759-1853), the 
philanthropist and political activist who led the successful campaign for the 
abolition of slavery in the British Empire. William Cook was appointed 
Commissioner of the Niger Expedition by Queen Victoria, with the authority 
to make treaties with native chiefs for the suppression of the external slave 
trade and for the establishment of lawful commerce. The expedition consisted 
of four vessels, HM ships Wilberforce, Albert, Soudan and Amelia.

The histories of the expedition give a detailed account of the difficulties 
encountered in navigation previously little explored waterways of the Niger 
Delta and the expedition's encounters and negotiations with a number of tribal 
leaders. On occasions when the expedition members went ashore, they often 
found local conditions difficult, and in one village slept in trees in order to 
escape from the rats and other vermin that infested the huts they were allocated
as temporary accommodation. The expedition made two journeys into the 
Niger Delta, one in 1841 and the other the following year, before the Naval 
commanders, their command overwhelmed by sickness and disease, called off 
the expedition and withdrew to the island of Fernando Po. Whilst the 
expedition was in the Niger delta, 42 out of 159 of its European members died 
of accident, sickness and disease and, after the expedition had withdrawn to 
Fernando Po, a further 13 members succumbed.

William Cook, the Commissioner Terry served under during the Niger 
Expedition, had previously come to national prominence and been much 
praised when, as Master of the Brigantine Cambria, he played the leading role 
in saving the lives of the majority of the passengers and crew of the East 
Indiaman "Kent", lost by explosion and fire at sea on 1/3/1825, in one of the 
most remarkable maritime rescues. The Cambrian, with a normal complement 
of 47 passengers and crew, and en route to Mexico, took on board some 553 
survivors from the "Kent". Captain Cook successfully navigated the heavily 
laden "Cambria" to Falmouth without incident, the survivors being 
disembarked there three days after the Kent sank.

Whilst the expedition was in the Niger River it was joined by a number of 
native volunteers, including Samuel Ajai Crowther, who went on to become an
African missionary and, in later life, a Bishop.

James Terry's presence with the Niger Expedition of 1841-42 was recorded for 
posterity when the expedition named a range of mountains encountered during 
the expedition the "Terry Mountains" in his honour.

HMS Resistance was a 38 gun 5th rate ship of the line, launched in 1805. Unfit
for further service as a ship of the line, she was converted into a troop ship in 
1842 and broken up in 1858.

BS4138 PRIVATE W. MOORE, 50TH (QUEEN'S OWN) REGIMENT (THE POST 
1880 1ST BATTALION QUEEN'S OWN ROYAL WEST KENT 
REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 3 clasps, Alma, Balaklava, Sebastopol (officially
impressed: W. MOORE. 50th. REGt.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extracts, confirming medal and 
clasps.

3605 Private William Moore is confirmed in the medal rolls as having died on 
campaign on 11/2/1855.

£1450 €1740.00
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Balaklava clasp rare to the 50th Foot, only 29 being awarded to other ranks 
from the regiment (one sergeant and 28 privates) who saw service at Balaklava
with what was known as the "Battalion of Detachments", which comprised 
men who were mostly ill and pressed into front line service when the Russians 
launched their attack on Balaklava.

As a result of the emergency created by the Russian attack on Balaklava, 
25/10/1855, what has come to be known as the "Battalion of Detachments", 
comprising one officer, one sergeant and 30 men from several regiments, 
invalids from the hospital at Balaklava, was hastily pressed into service. They 
formed part of the "thin red line" at Balaklava, being positioned to the left of 
the Highlanders. That line, of course, formed the last line of defence between 
the attacking Russian cavalry and Balaklava, the attacking cavalry being 
famously brought to a standstill by the sustained and unwavering fire from the 
thin red line.

BS4114 PRIVATE M. SUTHERLAND, 79TH FOOT (CAMERON HIGHLANDERS).
Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed: 2564. M. 
SUTHERLAND, 79. CAMERON. HIGHLANDERS). Extremely Fine, and 
with a length of original ribbon.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, extract from Scotland 1851 
census and copied extracts from Crimea Medal Roll, which confirm medal and
clasps and gives full name as Murdoch Sutherland.

Murdoch Sutherland was born in Scotland in 1823. He is recorded in the 1851 
British Army World-Wide Index serving as 2564 Private with the 79th Foot at 
the Regimental Depot in Berwick and being in the same location at the time of 
the 1851 Scotland census.

£325 €390.00

BS4108 THE CRIMEA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE (LATER SERGEANT) J. 
BARKER, 90TH (PERTHSHIRE VOLUNTEERS) LIGHT INFANTRY (THE
POST 1880 THE CAMERONIANS, SCOTTISH RIFLES), WHO SAW 
SERVICE DURING THE CRIMEAN WAR AT THE SIEGE OF 
SEBASTOPOL AS A BESIEGER AND DURING THE INDIAN MUTINY 
DURING THE SIEGE OF LUCKNOW AS A MEMBER OF THE BESIEGED
GARRISON, BEING WOUNDED AT BOTH SIEGES. Crimea Medal, 1 
clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed: 2875 JAMES BARKER 90 L.I.). 
Attractive old dark tone, contact marks from other medals, otherwise Very Fine
to Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers and copied medal 
rolls confirming Crimea Medal and clasp and that Barker was also entitled to 
the Indian Mutiny Medal with the Defence of Lucknow clasp. 

James Barker was born in Chippingham, Newmarket, Suffolk, circa 1834. He 
enlisted into the 90th Light Infantry on 3rd January 1852. He was 17 years and
10 months old at the time of enlistment and gave his trade as that of labourer. 
He was promoted Sergeant on 1/11/1861 and discharged 10/10/1862 after 10 
years and 227 pensionable days service with the colours (plus 1 year added 
towards Good Conduct pay and pension for having taken part in the Defence 
of Lucknow). At the time of discharge Barker gave his intended place of Mr 
Leaplies, Wellington Lane, Newmarket. 

Barker was wounded in action during both the sieges he took part in, being 
wounded in the shoulder by a piece of shell at Sebastopol, 8/9/1855 and by a 
musket ball in the left leg at Lucknow on 25/9/1857, as the first relief force 
fought their way into the besieged Residency.

£475 €570.00

BS3991 LIEUTENANT (LATER CAPTAIN) F.L. FITZGERALD, 63RD (WEST 
SUFFOLK) REGIMENT (the post 1880 1st Battalion The Manchester 

£2250 €2700.00
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Regiment). AND PRINCE REGENT’S ROYAL AYRSHIRE RIFLES, WHO 
WAS STRUCK DOWN BY POST-TRAUMATIC STREES DISORDER 
FOLLOWING THE END OF THE CRIMEAN WAR. Crimea Medal 1854-56,
4 clasps, Alma, Balaklava, Inkermann, Sebastopol (officially impressed: 
LIEUt. F.L. FITZGERALD, 63rd. FOOT); scattered minor rim nicks and edge 
bruises, otherwise generally Good Very Fine.

Frederick Lattin Fitzgerald, a member of the Fitzgerald family of Laccagh, Co.
Kidare and Rathgar, Co. Dublin, Ireland, was born 19.6.1832. He was the son 
of Charles Fitzgerald (1787-1861), who claimed descent from the Earls of 
Kildare.

Fitzgerald was commissioned Ensign (by purchase), 63rd Foot, 14.6.1850, and
was promoted Lieutenant (by purchase), 4.11.1853. He retired by the sale of 
his commission in 1855 (sale announced in 1856 Hart's Army List). On 
retirement from the regular army Fitzgerald obtained a commission in the 
militia, being appointed Captain, the Prince Regent's Royal Ayreshire Rifles, 
15/9/1855.

The family archive of the Fitzgerald family of Laccagh and Rathgar is housed 
in the archives of the National Library of Ireland (reference Ms.10729), the 
archive includes a number of letters and papers written by or relating to 
Frederick Lattin Fitzgerald. The National Library's archive also holds a memo 
book compiled by Frederick Lattin Fitzgerald during the period 1856-57 
(reference Ms UR 012386). Some of the correspondence in the archive relates 
to a bitter dispute between Frederick Lattin Fitzgerald and his father shortly 
before his father's death in 1861. Frederick Lattin Fitzgerald succeeded to the 
family estates on the death of his father.

The earliest evidence that Captain Fitzgerald was suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder appeared in an article in the Dublin evening Mail of 
Wednesday 14/2/1866, reporting on a Tribunal of Enquiry by the Lunacy 
Commission inot Frederick Lattin Fitzgerald, held on that day.The article notes
that Fitzgerald was a “supposed lunatic”and that the allegations in the petition 
upon which the Commission de Lunatico Inquerendo issued were, that the 
supposed lunatic was subject to various delusions. He complained that the cap-
drivers in Dublin conspire against him, and that in consequence of the 
annoyances received from them he was obliged to leave the Shelbourne Hotel. 
He also wrote letters to the Lord Chancellor, the Commissioners of Peace and 
other parties, stating that he was persecuted by the cabmen who followed him 
to London and Paris. It was also alleged that he sat at the window of his house 
in Harcourt Street (Dublin), armed with a revolver to defend himself from the 
mobs, who, he imagined, were about to assassinate him.” Speaking on behalf 
of Captain Fitzgerald, a Mr Brady, Q.C. before the jury retired, said, “that 
Captain Fitzgerald had been treated very well by his family” and noted that 
“when an person suffered from mental infirmity he should be at once taken to 
an establishment devoted to the cure of that disease”. After retiring, the jury 
returned with the following finding “We find Captain Frederick Lattin 
Fitzgerald to be of unsound mind and to be incapable of managing his own 
affairs from the 1st December last.” The hearing before the Lunacy 
Commission was additionally reported on in “The Medical Press and Circular”
of 28/2/1866, which noted that Captain Fitzgerald was in possession of lands 
yielding a rent of about £1,000 in the counties of Dublin, Kildare and 
Longford. The Medical Press and Circular also reported Captain Fitzgerald as 
having been an inmate of Dr Eustace’s Private Asylum in Dublin since 
3/12/1865. After finding that Captain Fitzgerald was mentally ill, his estates 
were placed in the hands of a Board of Guardians. Captain Fitzgerald 
eventually recovered his senses and regained possession of his estates. He died
on 10/3/1908.
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Dr Eustace’s Hospital for the Mentally Infirm, Hampstead Hospital, was 
established in Dublin in 1825 by John Eustace, a Quaker. The hospital is still 
in existence today, and since 1825 down to the present day successive 
generations of the Eustace family have been continuously connected with and 
employed by the hospital.

There is a reference to Dr Eustace’s Hospital in James Joyce’s Ulysses, 
wherein the central character Leopold Bloom is recorded as also having been 
an inmate of the hospital. The reference appears in chapter 15 “Circe”, where 
Dr Mulligan “in motor jerkin, green motor goggles on his brow” states “Dr 
Bloom is bi-sexually abnormal. He has recently escaped from Dr Eustace’s 
asylum for demented gentlemen. Born out of wedlock, hereditary epilepsy is 
present, the consequence of unbridled lust. Traces of elephantiasis have been 
discovered among his ascendents. There are marked symptoms of chronic 
exhibitionism. Ambidexterity is also latent.” etc. There is also a reference in 
Ulysses to the Lunacy Commission court, chapter 10, where “an elderly 
female, no longer young” is recorded as exiting the court after hearing “the 
case in the lunacy of Potterton”.

The Fitzgerald archive in the National Library of Ireland contains a 3 page 
manuscript note tracing the ancestry of the Fitzgerald family of Laccagh and 
Rathgar back to the hills of Kildare. A copy of this document accompanies 
Captain Fitzgerald’s medal.

Medal also accompanied by copied extracts from Burke's "Landed Gentry of 
Ireland" re. the Fitzgerald family, copied extracts from Army Lists of the 
period and copied medal rolls, confirming medal and clasps.

BS3971 CRIMEA MEDAL, 1 clasp, Balaklava (naming erased). Edge bruises to rim at 
9 o'clock (from contact with other medal), scattered surface contact marks, 
otherwise Very Fine to Good Very Fine and a useful space filler.

£200 €240.00

BS3965 CRIMEA MEDAL, CONTINENTAL HALF SIZE MEDAL IN SILVER 
(unnamed, as issued), 30mm wide (as opposed to 41mm for the British full 
size version and 17mm for a British miniature), fixed suspender of correct 
"Crimea" pattern, original silk ribbon with Sebastopol clasp stitched to it, clasp
with French silver hallmark (possibly a boar's head, as used on small articles of
.800 silver). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

£220 €264.00

BS3950 PRIVATE W. CAIRNS, 1ST (THE ROYAL SCOTS) REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 ROYAL SCOTS REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 3 clasps, Alma, 
Inkerman, Sebastopol (contemporary engraved naming, in serifed capitals, 
similar to that found on medals named by Hunt & Roskell: Pte. Wm. CEARNS
1st. Bn. Rl. Rt.). Note incorrect spelling of surname. Reverse brooched at 3 
o'clock and 9 o'clock (not affecting reverse design) but brooch marks neatly 
removed, scattered edge nicks, rim bruises and surface contact marks, 
otherwise attractively toned and Very Fine to Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied discharge papers and copy medal 
roll extract. 

William Cairns was born in the parish of Dunmore, Newtownards, Co. Down, 
circa 1833. He enlisted into the 1st Foot at Lanark on 1/9/1852. At the time of 
enlistment he was 18 years old and gave his trade as that of brick maker. 
Richard Cairns never rose above the rank of Private and was discharged on 
11/5/1863 after having served 10 years and 225 days with the colours. Service 
records confirm Cairns as having been once tried by court martial, for being 
absent without leave on 9/4/1861, Cairns subsequently being released from 
confinement on 3/5/1861. At the time of discharge Cairns was 28 years and 1 
month old, and gave his intended place of residence as Bangor, Co. Down.

£425 €510.00
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Both service papers and medal roll confirm correct spelling as "Cairns". 
Service papers confirm medal and clasps for Inkerman and Sebastopol only. 
The medal roll, however, confirms additional entitlement to the Alma clasp.

There is no Private Cearns on the Crimea Medal roll for the 1st Foot, only a 
Private William Cairns, who would thus be the recipient of this medal.

BS3927 CORPORAL H. ADAMS, 2ND BATTALION RIFLE BRIGADE. Crimea 
Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (officially impressed: CORPL. H. ADAMS. 2ND. 
BATN. RIFLE BDE.). Suspender re-affixed (tiny blob of silver solder below 
claw on reverse), rim bruised at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock, partially obscuring the
letter "O" in "CORPL" and the letters "DE" in "BDE",  obverse and reverse 
with surface contact marks, otherwise Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied medal roll extracts confirming medal and 
clasp to 4236 Corporal Henry Adams, 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade. Medal roll 
also confirms Adams not entitled to Alma, Inkermann or Balaklava clasps and 
that he saw service in the Crimea in Captain F.R. Elrington's Company.

Adams also saw service with the 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade during the Indian
Mutiny and entitled to the Mutiny Medal with Lucknow clasp.

£245 €294.00

bs3892 PRIVATE G.  PLAYNE, SCOTS GUARDS. Crimea Medal 1854-56, 1 clasp, 
Alma (officially impressed in serifed capitals: GEO. PLAYNE. SCOTS FUSR.
GDS.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Private George Playne, Scots Fusilier Guards, was killed in action at the Battle 
of the Alma River, 20/9/1854. 

With photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming medal and clasp, and 
that recipient was "killed at Alma". 

Medal also accompanied by photocopied extract from 1841 census. There are 
three men by the name of George Playne recorded in the 1841 census. The 
first, a 60 year old brewer resident at Minchinhampton, Gloucestershire, the 
second, the 15 year old son of a merchant also resident at Minchinhampton, 
and the third, the 8 year old son of a 45 year old agricultural labourer, resident 
at South Hamlet, Gloucestershire. Of the two younger George Playnes, only 
the former, the 15 year old merchant’s son appears in the 1851 census, where 
he is recorded as being a 27 year old woolen cloth manufacturer. It is highly 
unlikely that he would have been recruited into the Scots Guards. The 8 year 
old son of the agricultural labourer listed in the 1841 census, however, is not 
recorded in the 1851 census. He is thus probably the recipient of thiis medal, 
and not recorded in the 1851 census because he had by then enlisted into the 
army. 

The published casualty roll miss-spells the recipient's surname as "Payne". The
medal roll, however, gives correct spelling as "Playne". 

The published casualty list records 28 nco's and privates of the 1st Battalion 
Scots Fusilier  Guards as having been killed in action at the battle of the Alma 
River, along with one Corporal died of wounds and numerous officers and men
wounded in action.

£1100 €1320.00

BS3871 SERGEANT F STEWART, 30TH (CAMBRIDGESHIRE) FOOT (LATER 
1ST BATTALION THE EAST LANCASHIRE REGIMENT). Crimea Medal , 
1 clasp, Sebastopol (engraved naming in semi-official Hunt & Roskell style 
squat serifed capitals: SERJt. Fk. STEWART. 30TH. FOOT.). Scattered edge 
bruises, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£280 €336.00

bs3870 JOSEPH MCGRATH, 7TH FOOT (THE ROYAL FUSILIERS). Crimea Medal
1854-56, 1 clasp, Sebastopol, (depot impressed naming: JOSEPH MC. 

£260 €312.00
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GRATH. 7TH. ROYAL FUSILIERS.). Scattered edge nicks and small rim 
bruises, Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal rolls (2) confirming medal and clasp.

There is only one man on the medal roll for the 7th Foot with the surname 
McGrath and initial “J”. On the medal rolls, however, Christian name is 
actually given as John (although on one roll the name John appears to have 
been written over the name Joseph). Service number and rank for Private 
John / Joseph McGrath given as 3507 Private.

BS3782 THE CRIMEA MEDAL WITH SEBASTOPOL CLASP AWARDED TO 
PRIVATE W. JACKSON, 3RD BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS, 
WOUNDED BEFORE SEBASTOPOL, OCTOBER 1854. Crimea Medal, 1 
clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed naming, impressed in serifed 
capitals: 6565. WM. JACKSON 3RD. BATTN. GREN GUARDS.). Rim 
bruise at 6 o'clock, otherwise Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers, medal roll extracts 
(2), confirming medal, and extract from published casualty roll, confirming 
Private Jackson  wounded in action before Sebastopol, 18th - 21st October 
1854.

William Jackson, born in the parish of Henlow, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, 
enlisted into the Grenadier Guards at Gosmore, Hertfordshire, 20/2/1854. At 
the time of enlistment he was 20 years of age and gave his trade as labourer. 
Jackson never rose above the rank of Private and was discharged on 
23/11/1857, after 3 years and 296 days service with the colours, as a result of 
"deformity ... of the bones of the right foot". At the time of discharge Jackson's
general character was described as "good" and it was confirmed that he had 
never been tried by court-martial.

£385 €462.00

BS3757 CRIMEA MEDAL, unnamed, as issued. Attractively toned, few small edge 
nicks, otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

£160 €192.00

BS3677 LIEUTENANT B.C. BAYNTON, 57TH FOOT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION MIDDLESEX REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, 
Sebastopol (regimentally impressed in serifed letters: LIEUt. B.C. BAYNTUN
57th. REGt.). Scattered rim nicks, edge bruises and surface contact marks, 
otherwise with an attractive old dark tone and Good Very Fine.

Note: in the Army Lists of the period and in the medal rolls, the recipient’s 
surname is spelt Bayntun. The correct spelling of his surname was, however, 
Baynton, as given in the census return. With photocopied extract from medal 
rolls and 1881 census return. 

Bathurst Chales Baynton entered the the 57th Regiment as Ensign on 13 
February 1855 (from the Royal Sussex Light Infantry Militia) and was 
promoted Lieutenant on 1 July the same year. He landed in the Crimea on 8 
September 1855 and afterwards served at the fall of Sebastopol and the capture
of Kinburn. For his services he was awarded the Crimea Medal with clasp for 
Sebastopol and the Turkish Crimea Medal. During 1861 he served in New 
Zealand (also entitled New Zealand Medal). Lieutenant Baynton retired 
through the sale of his commission in 1870.

In the 1881 census Baynton is recorded as a 48 year old “gentleman” residing 
at 47 Benfell Street, Epsom, Surrey, which was the home of his 48 year old 
elder brother Robert C. Baynton.  Also resident in the Baynton household were
Robert’s 33 year old wife Elisabeth, his 17 year old son Frederick and a 19 
year old domestic servant by the name of Annie Walton.

£525 €630.00

BS3659 PRIVATE M. FLYNN, 17TH FOOT (THE POST 1880 LEICESTERSHIRE £285 €342.00
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REGIMENT). Crimea Medal 1854-56, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (contemporary 
engraved naming, engraved in serifed letters: PRIt MICHL. FLYNN 17TH. 
REGt). Signs of old minor repairs to suspension claw and post, scattered 
surface contact marks, rim nicks and a couple of small rim bruises, light 
scattered surface contact marks, otherwise Very Fine to Good Very Fine. 

With photocopied medal roll extracts, confirming medal and clasps. Only one 
M. Flynn on the Crimea Medal roll of the 17th Foot, 3571 Private Michael 
Flynn.

BS3634 PRIVATE CHARLES ALLEN, 1ST BATTALION 14TH 
(BUCKINGHAMSHIRE) FOOT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION WEST 
YORKSHIRE REGIMENT). Crimea Medal 1854-56, 1 clasp, Sebastopol 
(officially impressed: CHAs ALLEN 1st. Bn. 14th. REGt.). Brooch marks 
neatly removed from reverse field at 3 o’clock and 9 o’clock, several heavy 
edge bruises between 7 o’clock and 11 o’clock, otherwise  Very Fine.

With photocopied Medal Roll  confirming medal and Sebastopol clasp and 4 
pages of discharge papers. Charles Allen, born Ellesmere, Shropshire,  enlisted
into the 14th Foot  at Shrewsbury on 14/2/1855. At the time of enllistment he 
was 18 years of age and gave his trade as that of bricklayer. During the course 
of his military career Allen was promoted Corporal and  reduced to Private on 
several occasions, and eventually discharged with the rank of private on 
21/6/1875, with a total of 20 years and 89 days reckonable towards a service 
pension. At the time of discharge, Allen's conduct was described as good. 
Discharge papers confirm medal and clasp, and that recipient also entitled 
Turkish Crimea Medal. Discharge papers give intended place of residence as 
Ellesmere, Shropshire.

£185 €222.00

BS3575 CRIMEA MEDAL 1854-56, no clasp (unnamed, as issued). Couple of small 
rim bruises at 12 o'clock, otherwise attractive old dark tone and Good Very 
Fine.

There is a tiny French hall mark on the rim of this medal at 1 o'clock, a swan 
incuse with an oval frame. This swan mark was introduced in France on 
1/7/1893, and was used on domestically produced watch cases up to 1970 and 
also struck on to small articles entering France, and also on silverware of the 
legal standard of fineness which was sold at public auctions. Obviously, all of 
this would indicate that this medal left England after 1893.

£150 €180.00

BS3546 PRIVATE GEORGE BARRETT, 3rd BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS. 
Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (officially impressed: G. BARRETT. 
GRENADIER GDS.). Scattered small edge nicks and bruises, otherwise Good 
Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, attractively toned and with a length of 
original silk ribbon..

With copy medal roll extracts, confirming Private George Barrett's entitlement 
to medal and clasp. There is a manuscript note against Barrett's name on one of
the medal rolls, "WO 17/12/56". This sometimes indicates that the recipient 
was a casualty. The medal perhaps worthy of further research in this regard.

£325 €390.00

BS3533 PRIVATE J. WILLIAMS, 90TH (PERTHSHIRE VOLUNTEERS) FOOT 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION THE CAMERONIANS). Crimea 
Medal, one clasp, Sebastopol (naming engraved in squat serifed capitals: No. 
3099 Pte. J. WILLIAMS. H.M. 90(th FOOT)). Brooch marks removed from 
reverse field at 3 o'clock and 6 o'clock, leaving some rim damage at 3 o'clock, 
edge bruises and contact marks, partially obscuring naming details, as 
indicated, otherwise  Very Fine, and with a length of original silk ribbon.

Medal accompanied by photocopied medal rolls (Crimea and Indian Mutiny), 
confirming Crimea Medal and Sebastopol clasp (also entitled Turkish Crimea 
Medal), and that Williams also saw service during the Indian Mutiny, entitled 

£220 €264.00
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medal with Lucknow clasp.

BS3528 PRIVATE HUGH McNIDER, 77TH (EAST MIDDLESEX) REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION MIDDLESEX REGIMENT). Crimea 
Medal 1854-56, three clasps, Alma, Inkermann, Sebastopol (officially 
impressed: HUGH McNIDER. 77TH. REGt.). Top lugs removed from 
Inkermann clasp, with the result that the Sebastopol clasp is loose on ribbon, 
couple of small rim bruises to reverse rim at 4 o'clock, otherwise Good Very 
Fine.

£650 €780.00

BS3452 PRIVATE G. JORDAN, 3RD BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS. Crimea 
Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed: 7682 G. JORDON. 3RD. 
Bn. (.. .. .) GDS.). Note incorrect spelling of surname on medal. Medal contact 
marked and rim bruised, partially obscuring naming details (as indicated), 
otherwise with an attractive old dark tone and Almost Very Fine to Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied discharge papers, copied extracts 
from 1881 census and medal rolls for the Crimea Medal and Turkish Crimea 
Medal, confirming medal and clasp, and that Jordan was also entitled to the 
Turkish Crimea Medal. Crimea Medal roll gives christian name incorrectly as 
"James", first two digits of regimental number obscured, but third and fourth 
digits "82" as on Jordan's service papers and Turkish Crimea Medal roll.

Born circa 1831 in the parish of Langford, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, George
Jordan enlisted into the Grenadier Guards at Berwick on Tween on 20/11/1854.
At the time of enlistment he gave his trade as that of labourer. Jordan never 
rose above the rank of Private and was discharged at London in March 1876 
after 21 years and 107 days service with the colours. He was 44 years and 9 
months old and gave his intended place of residence as Langford. At the time 
of discharge Jordan's conduct was described as "Good", despite the fact that 
his service record note that he was three time jailed, in 1854 and 1856, the 
third period of imprisonment being for "habitual drunkeness".  Jordan's 
breaches of discipline were no doubt the reason why he was not awarded a 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, even though his length of service 
qualified him for one. Jordan is recorded in the 1881 census as a 50 year old 
agricultural labourer resident in Langford, Bedfordshire, with his 49 year old 
wife, Ann, a "straw plaitter".

£265 €318.00

BS3451 SERGEANT J. BENSON, 1ST BATTALION COLDSTREAM GUARDS. 
Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (contemporary engraved naming in serifed 
capitals: 487.. .(S)ERJT. J. BENSON. 1st. BTTn. (..) GDs.). Suspender re-
affixed (small patches of lead solder around claw), medal contact marked and 
rim bruised, partially obscuring naming details (as indicated), otherwise Good 
Fine to Almost Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract from medal roll, confirming medal and 
clasp and gives regimental number as 4878 and rank as Private, which 
indicates that Benson was promoted Sergeant after returning from the Crimea.

£245 €294.00

BS3370 PRIVATE JAMES QUINN, 88TH FOOT (POST 1880 1ST BATTALION 
CONNAUGHT RANGERS).Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol  (privately 
engraved in running script: 3848 James Quinn 88th Foot). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extracts from the Medal Roll confirming 
medal and clasp. Private Quinn was wounded on at least two and possibly 
three occasions during the Crimean campaign. The casualty roll confirms that 
3848 Private James Quinn was slightly wounded on 12th July 1855 (the 
regimental history confirms that during the period 8th – 12th July 1855 two 
privates of the regiment were killed and eleven wounded), and was 
subsequently severely wounded during the final attack on the Redan, 8th 
September 1855. A Private James Quinn of the 88th Foot, who has no service 
number against his name on the casualty roll but is possibly the same man  

£525 €630.00
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(there are two James Quinns on the 88th Foot Crimea Medal Roll 3676 Private
and 3848 Private), was also severely wounded before Sebastopol on 14th 
August 1855.

BS3344 PRIVATE GEORGE LEVETT, 2ND BATTALION 1ST FOOT (THE ROYAL 
SCOTS). Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed in the 
style normally seen to this regiment: 3152 GEORGE. LEVETT. 2ND. 
BATTN. 1ST. ROYALS). Rim bruised and contact marked at 9 o'clock, 
surfaces with scattered contact marks, otherwise Very Fine.

With photocopied extract from medal roll confirming medal and Sebastopol 
clasp only. Medal roll gives regimental number as 3154.

£280 €336.00

BS3341 PRIVATE MARTIN CONNOR, 21ST (ROYAL NORTH BRITISH) 
FUSILIERS (THE POST 1880 ROYAL SCOTS FUSILIERS). Crimea Medal, 
1 clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed: 24(50) PTE. MARTIN CONNOR
21ST. R.N.B. FUSILIERS). Contact marks to rim at 9 o'clock, partially 
obscuring naming details, as indicated, otherwise Very Fine.

£260 €312.00

BS3340 PRIVATE GEORGE PEARCY, 2ND BATTALION 1ST FOOT (THE ROYAL 
SCOTS). Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (regimentally impressed:1449. 
GEORGE. PEARCY. 2. BATTN. 1ST. ROYAL). Attractively toned, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

£260 €312.00

BS3291 PRIVATE P. KILDEA, 39TH (DORSETSHIRE) REGIMENT (THE POST 
1880 1ST BATTALION DORSETSHIRE REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 1 
clasp, Sebastopol (officially impressed: P. KILDEA. 39TH. REGt.). Obverse 
rim with some small contact marks and nicks at 4 o'clock, otherwise 
attractively toned, and Good Very Fine or better.

£290 €348.00

BS3280 PRIVATE G. BENNETT, 82ND (THE PRINCE OF WALES'S 
VOLUNTEERS) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION SOUTH 
LANCASHIRE REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 1 clasp, Sebastopol (officially 
impressed: G. BENNETT. 82ND. REGt.). Edge nicks, bumps and bruises, 
otherwise attractive old dark tone, Very Fine.

Accompanied by a length of original silk ribbon and gilt safety pin from which
originally worn.

£280 €336.00

BS2997 PRIVATE PATRICK TONER, 49TH (PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF 
WALES'S) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION BERKSHIRE 
REGIMENT). Crimea Medal, 2 clasps, Inkerman, Sebastopol (officially 
impressed: PATk. TONER. 49th. REGt.). Bruise to obverse rim at 10 o'clock, 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

Patrick Toner was slightly wounded during the final attack on the Redan, 
8/9/1855. This was an assault  from which attack the 49th Regiment emerged 
relatively unscathed, losing just 1 officer and 2 men killed, and 2 officers and 
26 other ranks wounded.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from published casualty roll and 
photocopied extracts from medal rolls, confirming medal and clasps. On the 
roll for the Inkerman clasp, recipient's surnamer is spelt Tonner, but on all 
other rolls it is spelt Toner, which is most likely the correct spelling, Toner 
being a fairly common Irish surname.

£585 €702.00

BS2895 PRIVATE MAURICE DAILY, 57TH (WEST MIDDLESEX) REGIMENT (the
post 1880 1st Battalion Middlesex Regiment) Crimea Medal 1854-56, 1 clasp, 
Sebastopol (regimentally impressed: No. 2927 MAURICE DAILY 57TH. 
REGT.). Several edge nicks and contact marks to obverse and reverse rims, 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

W.O. 100/31 confirms medal and clasp to 2927 Private Maurice Daley. Roll 

£265 €318.00
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states "Arrived from Malta 1st. June 1885."

BS2826 PRIVATE G. WHEELER, 3RD BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS. 
Crimea Medal, 3 clasps, Alma, Inkermann, Sebastopol (officially impressed: 
G. WHEELER. GRENADIER GDs.). Naming impressed off-centre towards 
the obverse edge, backstrap of Alma clasp sprung and detached on one side, 
Extremely Fine.

Private George Wheeler, 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards, was wounded in 
action at the battle of the Alma River, 20th September 1854.

£900 €1080.00

BS2816 LIEUTENANT T.C. BROWN, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL SCOTS. Crimea 
Medal , 3 clasps, Alma, Inkermann, Sebastopol (contemporary engraved 
naming, in running script: THOMAS (C ). BROWN, LIEUT. 1st. BATTn. the 
R(OYAL) REGIMENT). Minor bruising to rim at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock, 
partially obscuring naming details (as indicated), surfaces contact marked, 
otherwise Good Very Fine and with a length of original narrow silk ribbon, this
somewhat faded.

Thomas Calderhead Brown was first commissioned Ensign 5th November 
1854 and promoted Lieutenant 15th May 1855. Brown transferred to the 13th 
Foot with the rank of Lieutenant on 27th July 1855, and saw service with that 
regiment as Regimental Paymaster of the 2nd Battalion, and was promoted 
Honorary Captain 27th July 1860 and Honorary Major 3rd November 1869. 
He subsequently transferred for service with the Army Pay Department as a 
Staff Paymaster, was promoted Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel 1st April 1878, 
and retired from the army on 27th August 1879. Army lists of the period 
confirm that Lieutenant T.C. Brown served in the Crimea and took part in the 
battles of Alma and Inkerman and siege and fall of Sebastopol.

£650 €780.00

BS2795 PRIVATE C. GALLAGHER, 30TH (CAMBRIDGESHIRE) REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION EAST LANCASHIRE REGIMENT). 
Crimea Medal, 2 clasps, Alma, Sebastopol (officially impressed: C. 
GALLAGHER. 30th. REGt.). Attractive old dark tone, Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll confirming medal 
and Alma clasp to 3045 Private Charles Gallagher (the Sebastopol clasp would
have been automatically credited by the roll, since Private Gallagher's period 
of service with the 30th Foot in the Crimea covered the opening weeks of the 
operations leading up to the investment of Sebastopol). Medal also 
accompanied by quarterly pay list from July - September 1854, which notes 
that Private Gallagher had been transferred "sick to ship" in September 1854, 
and was "missing 26th September" from the regimental muster. Latter roll also 
notes recipient as being "dead". Private Gallagher's entry in the "Removals" 
section records that he was born in Glasgow, a coalminer by trade, enlisted on 
7th April 1849 and died on 27th September 1854 (this latter record housed in 
the Public Record Office is too fragile to photocopy by ordinary means, but the
foregoing details have been extracted from it). Private Gallagher was possibly 
a casualty of the battle of the Alma River, which was fought on 20th 
September 1854 (the names of the men who were thought lightly wounded, 
had their wounds dressed, and then returned to duty after the battle, are not 
recorded as casualties in the regimental history, and the records of any of the 
lightly wounded who subsequently succumbed were later destroyed when the 
regimental hospital was closed down). Equally, he may have been a victim of 
the cholera epidemic that swept through the British army in the Crimea after 
the battle of the Alma River, as it moved across the peninsula towards 
Sebastopol.

£650 €780.00

BS2645 PRIVATE PETER McGINLEY, 57TH (WEST MIDDLESEX) REGIMENT. 
Crimea Medal 1854-56, 3 clasps, Balaklava, Inkerman, Sebastopol 
(regimentally impressed: No. 2013 PRIVATE PETER McGINLEY 57TH. 

£550 €660.00
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REGT.). Good Very Fine.

Group accompanied by photocopied extracts from medal roll confirming 
medal and clasps.

BS2449 GUNNER AND DRIVER R. HILLIER, NO. 1 COMPANY, 12TH 
BATTALION ROYAL ARTILLERY.  Crimea Medal 1854-56, 2 clasps, 
Inkerman, Sebastopol (officially impressed: GUNr. & DRIVER R. HILLIER. 
R. ARTy.). Almost Extremely Fine.

1569 Gunner and Driver Robert Hillier died whilst on active service in the 
Crimea on 3/2/1855. 

Medal accompanied by photocopied medal roll extracts for No. 1 Company, 
12th Battalion Royal Artillery for the Alma and Inkerman clasps, confirming 
Inkerman clasp only, and the roll for men of the same unit serving in the 
Crimea between 1/10/1854 and 9/9/1855, confirming Sebastopol clasp. 
Sebastopol roll confirms Hillier as having died on 3/2/1855. 

Because Robert Hillier was a casualty, as confirmed by the Sebastopol roll and 
the officially impressed naming on his medal, his service papers are among 
those that have not survived.

There was one other R. Hillier serving with the Royal Artillery during the 
Crimea campaign, a Gunner Richard Hillier, who was entitled to the Crimea 
Medal with Sebastopol clasp only. This second R. Hillier served with the 1st 
Battalion Royal Artillery.

That this is the medal for 1569 Gunner and Driver Robert Hillier rather thatn 
the one awarded to Gunner Richard Hillier is confirmed both by the rank 
impressed on the medal, Gunner and Driver rather than Gunner, and by the 
medal roll for Robert Hillier's Sebastopol clasp, which records him as having 
died on 3/2/1855 and gives his rank as Gunner and Driver, whereas Richard 
Hillier is given only as Gunner.

£490 €588.00

BS4388 TURKISH CRIMEA MEDAL, Sardinian flag to the fore (unnamed, as issued).
Pierced to take silver jump ring and with replacement small brass ring 
suspender, Good Fine to Almost Very Fine.

£150 €180.00

BS4347 T. BOND, 4TH LIGHT DRAGOONS. Turkish Crimea Medal, British flag to 
the fore (unofficially scratch engraved: T. BOND. 4. L. Dragoons). 
Replacement claw and swiveling straight bar suspender, otherwise Good Fine.

T. Bond not traced on Crimea Medal roll.

£90 €108.00

BS4336 TURKISH CRIMEA MEDAL, British flag to the fore, “Crimea 1855”, 
unnamed, as issued. Fitted with original silver jump ring and replacement steel
split ring suspender, Good Fine to Almost Very Fine.

£145 €174.00

BS4221 PRIVATE THOMAS FARMER, 71ST (HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION HIGHLAND LIGHT 
INFANTRY). Turkish Crimea Medal, Sardinian flag to the fore, fitted with 
India General Service Medal 1854 style swiveling scroll suspender, a superior 
quality "high relief" striking of the type privately purchased by many officers 
and men to replace the inferior quality Turkish produced medal they were 
originally issued with (regimentally impressed: No. 3150 THOMSA FARMER
71 Hd. Lt. INFy.) Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied discharge papers and copied medal 
rolls, which confirm that Farmer was also entitled to the Crimea Medal with 
Sebastopol clasp and an Indian Mutiny Medal without clasp for services in 
Central India under General Michell, C.B.

£240 €288.00
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Thomas Farmer enlisted into the 79th Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders (the
post 1880 1st Battalion Cameron Highlanders) at Stirling Castle on 3/12/1851. 
At the time of enlistment he was 32 years old and gave his trade as book 
binder.  Farmer transferred to the 1/71st Foot 1/4/1850. He never rose above 
the rank of Private and was discharged 3/12/1861 after 14 years and 230 days 
service with the colours. At time of discharge Farmer's conduct was described 
as having been "good" and his intended place of residence was noted as 
Edinburgh.

BS4200 THE TURKISH CRIMEA MEDAL AWARDED TO CAPTAIN WILLIAM 
CLEATHER GORDON, WHO SAW SERVICE DURING THE CRIMEAN 
WAR AS A DEPUTY ASSISTANCT COMMISSARY OF ORDNANCE 
WITH THE OSMANLI (OTTOMAN I.E. TURKISH) BASHI-BAZOUK 
(IRREGULAR) CONTINGENT (LATER ENSIGN, ST HELENA 
REGIMENT, DEPUTY COMMISSARY, ORDNANCE STORE 
DEPARTMENT AND, FOLLOWING HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
ARMY, MANAGER OF THE LANGHAM HOTEL, LONDON). Turkish 
Crimea Medal, British flag to the fore, a superior "officer" quality, high relief 
striking of the type privately purchased by officers and men to replace the poor
quality Turkish medals with which the were originally issued (engraved in 
uprght block capitals: D.A.C. OF. ORDNANCE. WILLIAM CLEATHR 
GORDON). Silver claw and swiveling ring suspender. Small nick to obverse 
rim, otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, with a length of 
original silk ribbon.

William Cleather Gordon (1839-1916) was born in Jamaica circa 1839. He is 
recorded in the 1851 census as a 12 year old schoolboy resident at a Channel 
Islands boarding schools in St Helier, Jersey. Gordon first saw service during 
the Crimean War as a Deputy Assistant Commissary (local Captain) in the 
Field Train of the Turkish Contingent. Following the end of the Crimean War 
and disbandment of the Turkish Contingent, Gordon was commissioned 
Ensign (without purchase) St Helena Regiment, 13/4/1858. He resigned his 
commission on 12/11/1858 and was later appointed Assistant Superintendant 
of Stores (with the relative military rank of Lieutenant), Store Department, 
War Office. He was promoted Assistant Commissary (Lieutenant), Supply and 
Transport Sub-Department, Control Department, War Office, 1/4/1861. Gordon
briefly found himself in financial difficulties and was declared bankrupt in 
1871. After resolving his financial difficultied, he continued to serve with the 
Control Department and was promoted Deputy Commissary (relative military 
rank Captain), Control Department, Bermuda, 29/4/1874. Gordon retired on 
24/3/1880.

The Stores Department that Gordon joined in 1861 was a uniformed civilian 
sub-department of the Commissariat Department under the control of the War 
Office. That department traced its origins to the appointment by James II in 
1685, of a Commissary General tasked with supplying the army with food and 
transport. The Commissariat was much reduced in the years leading up to the 
outbreak of the Crimean War and as a result famously struggled to deal with 
the complexities of supplying the Army during Crimean War, and as a result, in
December 1854, control of its military functions were transferred to the War 
Office. The Commissariat remained a uniformed civilian service until 1869, 
when its officers transferred to the new Control Department as commissioned 
Army officers. The Control Department then went through a number of 
incarnations, before becoming the Army Service Corps in 1888.

The 1881 census records Gordon as being the Manager of The Langham Hotel,
London. He commuted the bulk of his Retired Pay in 1885, for a lump sum of 
£3046. In retirement, Gordon lived at Southwold, Suffolk, and died there on 
29/5/1916. An obituary notice from the Halesworth Times of 6/6/1916 notes 

£465 €558.00
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that Gordon was a retired army Captain and his funeral as having been a full 
military one, with a party of bearers anda piper from the London Scottish, 
along with four buglers and a band master.

Gordon was twice married. He is recorded in the 1871 census, then 33 years 
old, as living at Tamar Villa, Herbert Road, Woolwich, London with his 33 
year old wife Emily Elizabeth. Elizabeth died on 10/11/1877 and in December 
1878 he married Mary Murray.

Gordon patented an "improved electric fire alarm apparatus principally for 
hotels and other large structures" in 1883, his address for the patent application
being the Langham Hotel, London. The patented system was described as 
having multiple sensors "so that an alarm of fire originated on any floor or 
locality on any floor may be sounded simultaneously wherever required and 
convey precise information of its whereabouts".

The Langham Hotel, one of the largest and best known grand hotels in 
London, is located in Marlybone. The opening ceremony, on 10/6/1865, was 
performed by Edward, Prince of Wales. At the time it was one of the most 
modern hotels in London, with 136 toilets, 36 bathrooms and the first 
hydraulic lifts in England. In the intervening 150 years it has played host to 
many famous guests, including Mark Twain, the Emperor Napoleon III, Oscar 
Wilde, Dvorak, Toscanini, Sibelius, Diana, Princess of Wales, Winston 
Churchil, Charles de Gaulle, Wallis Simpson and the Emperor Haile Selaissie 
of Ethopia. Colonel Doyle set the Sherlock Holmes stories "A Scandal in 
Bohemia" and "The Sign of Four" partly at the Langham.

The Osmanli (Ottoman, i.e.Turkish) Bashi-Bazouk (Irregular) Contingent was 
a 4,000 strong force of irregular Turkish cavalry and artillery raised in the 
Autumn of 1854 by Lieutenant-Colonel W.F. Beatson, 4th European Bengal 
Infantry, who had previously successfully raised and commanded other 
irregular units in India. That force was officered by volunteers from the British
and Indian armies and by a number of civilian "adventurers", and as a result 
became known subsequently as the Anglo-Turkish Legion. Following the 
raising of the legion, Beatson was promoted, and given the local rank of 
Major-General, on 1/11/1854. That force, whose cavalry element was known 
as Beatson's Horse, was disbanded after the cessation of hostilities in the 
Crimea on 27/11/1856.

General Sir William Ferguson Beatson, KCB, CIE, GCO (1821-1895) began 
his military career with the 2nd Battalion 25th Bengal Native Infantry in 1820 
and saw service with a number of regiments of the Bengal Native Army before
going on furlough to fight in Spain during the Spanish Civil War in the 1830's. 
He returned to India in 1837 where he raised the Bundelkhande Legion, which 
saw service under General Napier during the Scinde campaign. In 1847 he was
appointed to command the Nizam's Cavalry in Hyderabad and immediately 
prior to volunteering for service in the Crimea was serving as a Lieutenant-
Colonel in the 4th Bengal European Infantry. Beatson's success in raising and 
commanding irregular units resulted in his being appointed to raise the Anglo-
Turkish Legion. He had a particular interest in irregular cavalry and their use, 
and as a result gave his name to the Turkish cavalry unit he had raised. In 1857
he returned to India, where he raised two regiments of irregular cavalry, also 
known as Beatson's Horse, which saw service during the mutiny in the Central 
India campaign. After subsequent commands in Allahabad and Ambala he 
returned on leave to England, where he died in 1895. 

For a contemporary account of service with the Turkish irregular forces during 
the Crimean War, see Edward Money's "Twelve Months with the Bashi-
Bazouks" (Chapman & Hall, London, 1857).
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Service as an officer with the Turkish irregular (Bashi-Bazouk) units in the 
British officered Anglo-Turkish Legion was not an easy option. The Bashi-
Bazouks were irregular soldiers recruited by the Turkish army in wartime. The 
recruits were mainly Albanians and Circassians, but also included volunteers 
from all the ethnic groups of the Ottoman empire, as well as slaves from 
Europe and Africa. They had a reputation for extreme bravery, but were also 
highly indisciplined and notorious for looting and attacks on civilians and non-
combattants. The Turkish phrase Bashi-Bazouk translates as "crazy-head".

Since Gordon saw service in the Crimea exclusively with the Turkish 
contingent and did not see service with the British army, he would not have 
been entitled to a British Crimea Medal, and the Turkish Crimea Medal was 
thus his sole medal entitlement.

BS4199 TURKISH CRIMEA MEDAL, SARDINIAN FLAG TO THE FORE, initials 
J.B. in exergue, original swiveling ring suspernder  (unnamed, as issued). 
Extremely Fine,  a superior officer quality striking by Hunt and Roskell.

£380 €456.00

BS4100 TURKISH CRIMEA MEDAL, SARDINIAN FLAG TO THE FORE ON 
OBVERSE, unnamed, as issued. Pierced to take original jump ring suspender, 
brooch removed from reverse, leaving two small solder marks at 3 o'clock and 
9 o'clock, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£135 €162.00

bs3910 PRIVATE S. CAMPBELL, 6TH INNISKILLING DRAGOONS. Turkish 
Crimea Medal, Sardinian flag to the fore and "La Crimea" legend 
(contemporary engraved naming: 223 S. Campbell. 6th. Dragoons.). 
Replacement Crimea type silver suspender, several scattered edge nicks to 
obverse and reverse, otherwise Very Fine to Good Very Fine.

With photocopied extract from original medal roll confirming medal, and that 
Campbell also entitled Crimea Medal. Roll gives full name as Samuel 
Campbell, and is dated Kirkee, East Indies (India) 23/3/1855, indicating that 
Campbell also saw service in India following the end of the Crimea campaign.

£140 €168.00

BS3664 PRIVATE (LATER LANCE-SERGEANT) S. EDWARDS, 2ND DRAGOONS
(LATE ROYAL NAVY). Turkish Crimea Medal, Sardinian flag to the fore, "La
Crimea" legend (regimentally impressed naming in serifed capitals: S. 
EDWARDS. 2ND. DRAGOONS.). Few scattered edge nicks, otherwise Good 
Very Fine.

With 4 pages of photocopied Discharge Papers. Samuel Edwards was born in 
the parish of St Pancras, London, and enlisted into the 2nd Dragoons at 
Westminster on 4/3/1856. At time of enlistment he was 20 years of age and 
gave his trade as that of clerk. Assigned regimental number 1995, Edwards 
was promoted Corporal 10/8/1868, and was discharged at Aldershot with the 
rank of Lance-Sergeant, on 31/3/1874,  after 18 years and 28 days with the 
colours. Edwards was discharged as a result of "being found unfit for further 
service .. .. extensive ulcers on legs and general debility, apparently the effects 
of military service .. ..  scrofulous constitution as he has served over 4 years in 
the navy and 18 in the army."

There is no man by the name of Edwards on the Crimea Roll for the 2nd 
Dragoons. Since discharge papers confirm Edwards as having enlisted in 1856,
after the war was over, but having previously seen 4 years service with the 
navy, I suspect that this medal was actually awarded to him for service with the
navy in the Crimean War. When he subsequently joined the 2nd Dragoons, and
the men of the regiment were having their medals regimentally named, he had 
his Turkish Crimea named to his then unit, 2nd Dragoons.

Edwards would have been approximately 16 years of age when he joined the 
Royal Navy. 

£140 €168.00
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Scrofula: tuberculosis of the lymph glands in the neck, resulting in swelling of 
the glands, also known colloquially as “The King’s Evil”

BS2817 PRIVATE THOMAS McPHERSON, 41ST FOOT. Turkish Crimea Medal, 
British flag to the fore (contemporary engraved naming in serifed block 
capitals: T. McP. 41st. REGt.). Holed for suspension and with replacement 
swivelling Crimea type suspender, Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll, which confirms 
only one man in the 41st Foot with surname beginning "McP". Roll confirms 
that Private Thomas McPherson, 41st Foot, was entitled to the Crimea Medal 
with clasps Alma, Inkerman and Sebastopol. In addition, the casualty roll for 
the Crimea notes that Private  Thomas McPherson of the 41st Foot was 
dangerously wounded at the  Battle of Inkermann, 5 November 1854, and was 
also slightly wounded on 27 June 1855.

£180 €216.00

BS2309 PRIVATE R. DOUGLAS, 6TH INNISKILLING DRAGOONS. Turkish 
Crimea Medal, British issue, pierced to take double ring suspender 
(contemporary engraved naming in running script: 1462 R. Douglas, 6th. 
Dragoons.). One suspension ring a replacement, otherwise Good Very Fine.

With relevant extract from Medal Roll, confirming that 1462 Private Robert 
Douglas saw active service in the Crimea and was entitled to the Crimea 
Medal with clasp Sebastopol.

£150 €180.00

BS4413 PRIVATE ROBERT COULTER, 27TH (INNISKILLING) REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: 3297 ROBt., COULTER. H Ms. 
27th. REGt.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages copied discharge papers, copy medal roll 
confirming medal and extract from the regimental history.

Robert Coulter was issued with an officially named Indian Mutiny Medal with 
"late issue" naming (i.e. including regimental number) because, like many men
from the 27th, his medal was awarded as a result of a late claim, many officers 
and men of the regiment initially being denied a medal and only being granted 
one after lengthy lobbying for an award. Robert Coulter is listed on a roll of 
approximately 60 officers and men of the regiment, dated "India Office, 
London, 26th June 1868", the officers and men on that roll being confirmed as 
having been "under fire in the Peshawar Valley in 1857".

Robert Coulter was born in the parish of Blaris, Lisburn, Co. Antrim. He 
enlisted into the 27th Regiment at Lurgan on 15/11/1855. At the time of 
enlistment he was 22 years old and gave his trade as that of damask weaver. 
Coulter never rose above the rank of Private and was discharged at Shorncliff 
on 11/8/1866, Coulter having purchased his discharge after 10 years and 269 
days service with the colours. Papers confirm that, in addition to service at 
home, Coulter saw service in India for 9 years and 3 months. At the time of 
discharge Coulter's conduct and character whilst serving was described as 
having been "very good". Coulter gave his intended place of residence as 
Belfast.

During the mutiny, the officers and men of the 27th were witness to the mass 
execution of mutineers from the 55th Native Infantry, who were executed in 
the "traditional" Indian manner, being strapped to the muzzles of guns and 
blown to pieces. During the mutiny, 250 men from the regiment saw service in 
the Peshawar Valley, and whilst there the regiment provided a draft of men 
who, along with drafts from the 27th and 87th Regiments, mounted on horses 
from the disbanded native cavalry regiments, formed the Peshawar Light 
Horse, raised by Captain Fane of the 87th Foot. That regiment, comprising 2 

£375 €450.00
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officers, 4 sergeants and 84 men, saw service during the mutiny and was 
eventually disbanded in 1861.

BS4405 PATRICK WILLIAMS, 3RD BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1860 109TH BOMBAY INFANTRY AND POST 1880 2ND 
BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT) WOUNDED IN ACTION DURING 
THE FINAL ASSAULT ON THE FORTRESS OF JHANSI. Indian Mutiny 
Medal 1857-58, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: PATk. 
WILLIAMS, 3rd. BOMBAY EURPn. REGt.). Small edge nick to rim at 6 
o'clock, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

The 3rd Bombay European Regiment lost 12 men killed and 42 wounded 
during the final assault on and capture of Jhansi on 3/5/1858.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages copied discharge papers, copied extracts medal
roll, confirming medal and clasp, and casualty roll for the Indian Mutiny.

Born in Feakle, Co. Clare, Ireland, Patrick Williams enlisted into the Bombay 
European Regiment at Castleconnel on 19 March 1853 and saw service with 
the 3rd Bombay European Regiment during the Indian Mutiny. At the time of 
enlistment Williams was 26 years old and gave his trade as that of labourer. 
Severely wounded at Jhansi, 3 April 1858, he was discharged on 20 February 
1860 being "incapable of any further service in India, in consequence of 
lameness on account of a gun shot wound", after having seen 6 years and 10 
months service with the Bombay European Regiment. Apparently illiterate, 
Williams signed his discharge papers with his mark, an "X". 

Casualty roll confirms that Williams was severely wounded at Jhansi, 
3/4/1958.

The regimental history records the 3rd Bombay Europeans as having lost 2 
men killed and 3 wounded at the storming and capture of Jhansi. This is a 
gross understatement. The published casualty roll for the Indian Mutiny 
records the regiment as having actually lost 56 officers and men killed, 
mortally wounded and wounded during the final assault on Jhansi, 3/4/1858, 
along with 2 men killed and 1 man mortally wounded at Betwa on 1/4/1858, 
during the advance to Jhansi, which began on 27/2/1858, the 3rd Bombay 
Europeans reaching Jhansi on 21/3/1858.

£950 €1140.00

BS4404 CORPORAL (LATER SERGEANT) JOHN McANALLY, 1ST MADRAS 
FUSILIERS (THE POST 1860 102ND ROYAL MADRAS FUSILIERS AND 
POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny
Medal 1857-58, 1 clasp, Lucknow (officially impressed: CORPORAL JOHN 
M'ANALLY 1st MADRAS FUSILIERS). Almost Extremely Fine.

A scarce example of an Indian Mutiny Medal awarded to a man who saw 
service during the mutiny with the 1st Madras Fusiliers, volunteered to transfer
to the British Army following the disbandment of the East India Company's 
European regiments, and whose discharge papers have survived.

Note abbreviated surname in naming details on medal, discharge papers give 
full surname as McAnally.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages copied discharge papers and extract 1881 
census. 

John McAnally enlisted as a Private into the East India Company Army on 
27/9/1855 at Glasgow. At the time of enlistment McAnally stated that he was 
born in Glasgow, was 25 years of age and gave his trade as labourer. McAnally

£750 €900.00
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was promoted Corporal, 10/8/1859 and elected to transfer to the British Army 
in India on 19/7/1859, following the disbandment of the East India Company's 
European regiments, and subsequently transferred to  the British Army on 
18/5/1861. McAnally was promoted Sergeant, 10/7/1862, was courtmartialed 
and reduced to Private on 23/8/1862, once again promoted Corporal, 
4/12/1866 and Sergeant, 13/12/1867, reduced again to Private, 6/3/1868 and 
was finally discharged at Portsea Island, 3307 Private, on 20/1/1875, after 21 
years and 130 days service with colours (21 years and 119 days pensionable 
service). In addition to service at home, McAnally also  saw service in India 
for 14 years.

Discharge papers confirm the Indian Mutiny Medal with single clasp as 
McAnally's sole medal entitlement.

McAnally is recorded in the 1881 census as a 50 year old army pensioner 
employed as a brick maker and resident at Portsea, Hampshire, with his 60 
year old wife Rebecca, a son and a daughter. At the time of this census return 
McAnally stated that he was born in Antrim, Ireland. 

During the disbandment of the East India Company's European regiments the 
men serving in those regiments were given the option of transferring to the 
British Army. The Regimental History of the 1st Battalion Royal Dublin 
Fusiliers records that this offer did not meet with a  particularly favourable 
reception from many of the men of the 1st Madras Fusiliers, dissent being 
shown during a parade at Bangalore on 24/5/1859. Subsequently 298 men 
from the regiment opted to be discharged, with the result that only 56 
Sergeants, 46 Corporals, 40 Drummers and 430 Privates transferred directly to 
the British Army (though some men subsequently re-enlisted into the British 
Army after returning to the UK).

BS4128 PRIVATE M. DOYLE, 1ST EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (THE POST 
1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Inian Mutiny 
Medal 1857-58, 1 clasp, Lucknow (officially impressed: MICHL. DOYLE, 
1st. EURn. BENGAL FUSrs.). Suspender neatly re-affixed, few minor edge 
nicks and rim bruises, otherwise Good Very Fine and with a length of original 
silk ribbon.

Medal and clasp confirmed on roll.

£525 €630.00

BS4119 PRIVATE JAMES ROCHE, 2ND EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Delhi (officially impressed: JAs. ROCHE. 2nd. EURn. 
BENGAL FUSrs.). Good Very Fine.

Only one man by the name of James Roche on the Indian Mutiny Medal roll 
for the 2nd European Bengal Fusiliers. 

The 2nd European Bengal Fusiliers lost some 83 officers and men killed and 
approximately 160 wounded during the operations at Delhi. 

£550 €660.00

BS4116 GUNNER T. HODGSON, 4TH COMPANY, 14TH BATTALION ROYAL 
ARTILLERY (LATE 19TH BATTALION R.A. AND LATER 10TH 
BATTALION, 14TH BRIGADE, 11TH BRIGADE, 6TH BRIGADE AND 
COAST BRIGADE, R.A.). Indian Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially 
impressed: GUNNER THOs. HODGSON, 4th. Cy. 1(4)th. Bn. R.A.). Contact 
marks to obverse, contact marks to naming details, obscuring number "4", as 
indicated, otherwise with a attractive old dark tone and Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied discharge papers and copied medal 
roll confirming medal and that Hodgson saw service during the Indian Mutiny 
with 4th Company, 14th Brigade Royal Artillery.

£285 €342.00
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Thomas Hodgson was born in the parish of St Andrew, Newcastle, 
Northumberland. He enlisted into the Royal Artillery at Sunderland on 
14/11/1853. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years of age and gave his 
trade as that of labourer. Hodgson never rose above the rank of Gunner. He 
transferred to the Coast Brigade Royal Artillery on 1/9/1868 and was 
discharged from that unit at Manchester on 15/2/1875. At the time of discharge
he was 39 years old and gave his intended place of residence as Manchester. In
addition at home, Hodgson also saw service in Bermuda and India.

BS4115 PRIVATE J. SWAN, 72ND FOOT (DUKE OF ALBANY'S OWN 
HIGHLANDERS, THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION SEAFORTH 
HIGHLANDERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially 
impressed: JOHN SWAN, 72nd. HIGHLANDERS). Very Fine to Good Very 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extract confirming medal and clasp 
and that Swan saw service at the siege of Kotah and battle of Bunass. Medal 
roll states that, after seeing service with the 72nd Foot during the Indian 
Mutiny, Swan transferred to the 31st (Huntingdonshire) Foot (the post 1880 1st
Battalion East Surrey Regiment), on 1/1/1860.

£450 €540.00

BS3977 THE INDIAN MUTINY MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE E. RODDEN, 
95TH (DERBYSHIRE) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION 
THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS), WOUNDED IN ACTION AT THE 
CAPTURE OF THE FORTRESS OF GWALIOR, 19/6/1858 AND WHO 
HAD PREVIOUSLY SEEN SERVICE IN THE CRIMEA. Indian Mutiny 
Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: EDWd. RODDEN, 95th. 
REGt.). Surface contact marks, scattered rim bruises and edge nicks, otherwise
Good Very Fine.

General Sir Julius Raines, in his "The 95th (The Derbyshire) Regiment in 
Central India" records the 95th Foot as having sustained 2 men killed and 3 
officers and 14 other ranks wounded in action at the capture of Gwalior, the 
other ranks including Rodden.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers, copied extracts from 
Crimea and Indian Mutiny medal rolls and Indian Mutiny casualty roll, along 
with extracts from Chelsea Pensioners records (admissions and discharges 
books) and extract from 1911 census return.

Edward Rodden was born in the parish of Cloonmany, Cardonagh, Co. 
Donegal. He originally enlisted into the 54th (West Norfolk) Regiment (the 
post 1880 2nd Battalion The Dorsetshire Regiment) at Ballymena, Co. Antrim,
on 8/1/1850. At the time of enlistment, Rodden was 17 years and 8 months old,
and gave his trade as that of labourer. Rodden transferred to the 95th Foot on 
1/8/1850. He never rose above the rank of Private, and was eventually 
discharged at Gosport on 12/12/1871. At the time of discharge Rodden was 39 
years and 6 months old, and gave his intended place of residence as 
Portsmouth. Service papers, Indian Mutiny medal roll and Casualty roll all 
confirm Rodden as having been slightly wounded at the capture of the fortress 
of Gwalior on 19/6/1858, service papers stating "wounded slightly by spent 
ball on the neck 19 June 1858".

Service papers confirm Rodden as also having seen service in the Crimea, and 
medal rolls confirm he was awarded the Crimea Medal with 2 clasps, Alma 
and Sebastopol. He would also have been entitled to the Turkish Crimea 
Medal.

On retirement from the Army Rodden was admitted as a Chelsea Pensioner, his
application for a pension being made on 27/11/1871. Rodden is recorded in the

£750 €900.00
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1911 census as a 78 year old "in pensioner" resident at the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea. Rodden died on 1/4/1913.

BS3943 TROOPER F. CAVANAGH, BENGAL YEOMANRY CAVALRY. Indian 
Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: TROOPER FRAs. 
CAVANAGH, BENGAL YEO. CAVy.). A few minor edge nicks and rim 
bruises, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Indian Mutiny Medal roll for the Bengal 
Yeomanry Cavalry, which confirms that Trooper Francis Cavanagh saw service
with the 4th Troop, Bengal Yeomanry Cavalry and was entitled to a no clasp 
Indian Mutiny Medal.

The Bengal Yeomanry Cavalry was formed, following the outbreak of the 
Indian Mutiny, at Calcutta in July1857, from a wide variety volunteers, 
including young military officers recently arrived from Britain and not yet 
assigned to a regiment, officers left unemployed by the mutiny of their 
regiments, midshipmen from the P&O and other company's ships, civilian 
clerks, indigo planters and other Europeans. It was a small unit that went into 
action 258 strong. 

The regimental history "Volunteering in India" by John Tulloch Nash (London 
1893) records the Bengal Yeomanry Cavalry as having been nicknamed 
shaitan - i - putani, the "Regiment of Devils" by the mutineers, as a result of 
the robust manner in which they campaigned. The history records the regiment
as having taken part in no less than fourteen actions during the mutiny.

The Ancestry “India, select births and baptisms 1786-1947” database records a
Francis Cavanagh, born Sholapoor, 1836, the son of a Bombardier F. 
Cavanagh of the 1st Troop, H (Horse) Brigade, Bengal Artillery. Perhaps the 
recipient of this medal.

£1000 €1200.00

BS3942 PRIVATE E. CLARKE, 3RD BATTALION RIFLE BRIGADE. Indian Mutiny 
Medal, 1 clasp, Lucknow (renamed, contemporary re-engraved naming 
engraved in serifed capitals: EDWd. CLARKE 3RD. Bn. RIFLE BRIGADE). 
Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal rolls (original and published), which 
confirm medal and clasp, and that 270 Private Edward Clarke was discharged 
by purchase at Calcutta on 18/5/1860.

£280 €336.00

BS3872 CORPORAL F.B. PERKIN, 1ST MADRAS FUSILIERS (THE POST 1880 
1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 
clasp, Luckow (officially impressed: CORPL. F.B. PERKIN, 1st. MADRAS 
FUSRS.). Couple of small edge nicks and bruises, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£600 €720.00

BS3794 PRIVATE FRANCIS COOLING, 88TH REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION CONNAUGHT RANGERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, no clasp 
(officially renamed, impressed in the correct style, serifed capitals: FRAS. 
COOLING, 88TH., and additionally engraved "REGT" in serifed capitals after
"88TH" on edge of medal). Good Very Fine.

With photocopied medal roll and 2 pages of Discharge Papers. Medal roll 
confirms entitled no clasp medal (only 134 no clasp medals awarded 88th 
Regiment).

Francis Cooling's service papers are mixed up with those of another soldier on 
the FindMyPast website. What can be read regarding Cooling confirms that he 
was born in 1836, in the parish of Burton near Somerton, Somerset, and 
enlisted into the 88th Regiment on 30/1/1855. Cooling was discharged at 
Chatham on 1/7/1862. Discharge papers give trade as labourer and note that he
was discharged as a result of being "unfit for further service defective vision 

£380 €456.00
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both eyes, the result of exposure in India". Royal Hospital Chelsea Pensioners 
Admissions Book confirms Francis Cooling as having been admitted as an out-
pensioner on the day of his discharge, 1/7/1862, and granted a pension of 6 
pence per day, to be payable by the Paymaster at Taunton. Discharge papers 
have extensive notes re. pension and increases in same up to 12/3/1901, 
including a "special increase" of pension to 18 pence per day on 19/2/1901.

BS3689 PRIVATE JAMES HANN, 3RD BATTALION THE PRINCE CONSORT'S 
OWN RIFLE BRIGADE. Indian Mutiny Medal, 1857-58, no clasp (officially 
impressed: JAs. HANN 3rd. Bn. Pce. Cs. RIFLE BRIGADE.). Few small edge
nicks and rim bruises, otherwise attractively toned and Good Very Fine or 
better.

With 4 pages photocopied discharge papers and extracts from the Irish 1901 
and 1911 census returns. Born circa 1839 in the parish of Donaclony, 
Waringstown, James Hann enlisted into the Rifle Brigade at Banbridge, Co. 
Down, on 18/9/1857. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years of age and 
gave his trade as weaver. Hann never rose above the rank of Private, and was 
discharged at Manchester on 10/3/1868, after 10 years and 189 days with the 
colours. Service papers confirm regimental number as 1720 and that Hann was
entitled to the Indian Mutiny Medal. At the time of discharge his conduct was 
described as being “good”, only once entered in the Regimental Defaulters 
Book and never tried by court martial. At time of discharge Hann gave his 
intended place of residence as Lurgan, Co. Armagh, Ireland. Notes inscribed 
on his discharge papers after discharge indicate that he was the subject of 
pension applications as late as 25/9/1889.

Although service papers confirm entitlement to Indian Mutiny Medal, Private 
Hann's name does not appear on the medal rolls, original or published. The 
naming details on his medal indicates that it is a late issue (the Rifle Brigade 
only adopted the title The Prince Consort's Own Rifle Brigade in 1862, and 
continued to use that title to 1881). As a result, his late claim would be among 
the many that were not included in the original medal roll. The fact that Indian 
Mutiny Medals to the 3rd Battalion Rifle Brigade are normally named "Rifle 
Brigade" only would also indicate that this medal is a late issue, and unusual in
that it is impressed with the additional post-1862 title "Prince Consort's Own".

The pay musters for the 3rd Battalion Rifle Brigade confirm Hann as having 
arrived in India on 18/10/1858 aboard the Victor Emmanuel, and joining the 
3rd Battalion in the field on 25/11/1858, thus arriving too late to qualify for 
any of the campaign clasps to the Indian Mutiny Medal.

The 1901 and 1911 Irish census returns both record a James Hann, born circa 
1839, living in Northern Ireland, at 34 North Street, Lurgan, in 1901, and 45 
Lincoln Street (off the Falls Road, Shankill), Belfast, in 1911. In the 1911 
census, James Hann gave his place of birth as Waringstown, and so is 
undoubtedly the recipient of this medal. Interestingly, in the 1901 census, 
Hann gave his occupation as "banker", and in the 1911 census as "ex-banker". 
There were a total of 12 people resident in his house at the time of the 1901 
census, Hann, his wife, a son, three daughters, 5 boarders and a servant. The 
Hann household had been reduced to 7 by the time of the 1911 census, Hann, 
his wife, son and 4 daughters. At the time of the 1911 census James Hann was 
72 years of age, his wife 45 (they presumably married after his discharge from 
the Rifle Brigade) and his youngest daughter just 4 years of age. James Hann is
recorded as having died in 1917.

Hann obviously had a long and successful life, rising from weaver via enlisted 
soldier to professional banker, fathering his last child at 68 years of age, and 
thus might be worthy of further research.

£325 €390.00

bs3688 PRIVATE G. WALTERS, 1ST BATTALION 23RD ROYAL WELSH £950 €1140.00
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FUSILIERS. Indian Mutiny Medal 1857-58, 2 clasps, Relief of Lucknow, 
Lucknow (officially impressed: GEO WALTERS, 1st. Bn. 23RD. R.W. 
FUSrs.). Suspension re-affixed, scattered surface contact marks from other 
medals, otherwise Very Fine. 

4568 Private George Walters, 1st Battalion Royal Welsh Fusiliers, was 
wounded at Lucknow, 10/3/1858. Medal accompanied by photocopied extracts
from the medal rolls for the Crimea and Indian Mutiny. Crimea Medal Roll 
confirms recipient also entitled Crimea Medal with Sebastopol Clasp. Indian 
Mutiny Medal roll confirms medal and clasps. The published casualty roll 
confirms Walters as having been slightly wounded at Lucknow, 10/3/1858. 

On 7/3/1858 the mutineers attacked General Outram's advance positions 
around Lucknow. The attacks were quickly driven back. On the following day 
Outram erected a gun battery, with the object of shelling the mutineers’ 
defensive line. The battery opened fire at daybreak on 9th March, after which 
Outram organised his forces into two columns, one of which included the 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and launched a successful assault on the mutineers' 
lines. The Regimental History records the 10th March, the day on which 
Walters was wounded in action, as being a quiet day. The Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers spending the day at the Badshah Baqh, which they had been involved 
in capturing the previous day. That night they provided working and covering 
parties for a gun battery that was being erected in the Badshah Bagh. 

Medal also accompanied by 3 pages photocopied discharge papers. George 
Walters, born Shepton Mallet, Bristol, Somerset, enlisted into the 1st Battalion 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers at Newport, Monmouthshire, 27/11 /1 . At time of 
enlistment he was 18 wars of age and gave his trade as labourer. Walters never 
rose above the rank of Private, and was eventually discharged at Cork on 
3/4/1876, after 21 years and 151 days with the colours. In addition to service at
home, papers confirm 344 days in Malta, 1 year and 83 days in the Crimea and
9 years and 128 days in the East Indies. Walters was discharged as a result of 
“termination of his second period of engagement". Service papers confirm 
entitled Crimea Medal with Sebastopol clasp, Turkish Crimea, and Indian 
Mutiny with Relief of Lucknow and Lucknow clasps. Walters did not receive a
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal because, although he had never been 
court martialed, his name was entered twenty-two times in the Regimental 
Defaulters Book. At the time of discharge Walters was described as being 
"pock pitted", perhaps indicating that he may have contracted smallpox at 
some time during his military career (smallpox was prevalent at Lucknow 
during and after the siege). At time of discharge, Walters gave his intended 
place of residence as Newport, Monmouthshire.

bs3649 PRIVATE (LATER LANCE-SERGEANT) JOHN COWLEY, 83RD 
REGIMENT (the 1859-81 County of Dublin Regiment, and post 1881 1st 
Battalion Royal Irish Rifles). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India 
(officially impressed: JOHN COWLEY, 83RD. REGT.). Suspender re-affixed, 
few scattered rim nicks and bruises, otherwise Good Very Fine.

With photocopied medal rolls (2, original and published), confirming medal 
and clasp, and 4 pages photocopied discharge papers, and extract from 1851 
census. John Cowley was born in the parish of Kilmore, Ballina, Co. Mayo. He
enlisted into the 83rd Foot at Liverpool on 3/4/1852. At time of enlistment he 
was 18 years of age and gave his trade as that of labourer. Cowley eventually 
rose to the rank of Lance-Sergeant and was discharged at Newry on 22/4/1873,
after 21 years and 20 days service with the colours (also entitled Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal, with a gratuity of £5). At the time of discharge 
Cowley's conduct was described as having been "very good".

Medal roll confirms Mutiny Medal awarded for service at the second action at 

£590 €708.00
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Awah, 18-24 January 1858, and the siege and capture of the fortress of 
Sanganeer, August 1858 (only 2 companies from the 83rd Foot present during 
the siege and capture of this fortress).

Given that Cowley was born in Mayo circa 1834 and was 18 years old at time 
of enlistment at Liverpool in 1852, he was undoubtedly a refugee from the 
potato famine in Ireland of 1845-48.

1851 census records a 14 year old John Cowley living at 65 Hodson Street, 
Liverpool. Census records him as a fruit seller. The household that he lived in 
was typical of those occupied by the refugees from the potato famine in 
Liverpool. The Cowley household comprised John Cowley’s parents, 4 sisters 
and 6 lodgers (the lodgers were all described as labourers on the census 
return). If Cowley was 14 years of age when the 1851 census was conducted, 
he must have lied about his age when he enlisted in 1852. Rather than being 18
years of age, he would in fact have been just 15 years of age.

BS3486 PAY SERGEANT W. J. KELSEY, 1ST BENGAL FUSILIERS (THE POST 
1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny 
Medal, 2 clasps, Delhi, Lucknow (officially renamed, engraved in serifed 
capitals in the style seen on late issue medals, issued during the early 1860's: 
PAY SERGEANT. W.J. KELSEY, 1st. BENGAL FUSILIERS). Clasps listed in
order fitted, Good Very Fine.

With brief service details confirming rank and that Pay Sergeant W.J. Kelsey 
took part in the operations against Lucknow, 2nd - 16th March 1858, and the 
capture of Delhi. 414 medals with the clasps Delhi and Lucknow to the 1st 
Bengal Fusiliers.

The clasps on this medal are fitted in the wrong order because the Lucknow 
clasp, which should have been fitted at the bottom, has had its lugs removed. 
As a result, the Delhi clasp has been fitted first and the Lucknow clasp 
soldered above it.

£450 €540.00

BS3373 PRIVATE BURRIDGE, 1ST BENGAL EUROPEAN FUSILIERS (THE 
POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, 2 clasps, Lucknow, Delhi (officially engraved slightly later 
issue). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll, which gives recipients Christian name as 
James. 203 Mutiny Medals to the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers with single 
clasp Lucknow and 408 with clasps Lucknow and Delhi.

£750 €900.00

BS3256 THE INDIAN MUTINY MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE (LATER DRUM
MAJOR) HENRY HOWITT, 84TH (YORK AND LANCASTER) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION THE YORK AND 
LANCASTER REGIMENT), WOUNDED IN ACTION AT LUCKNOW, 
DURING THE SIEGE, ON 25/9/1857. Indian Mutiny Medal, 2 clasps, 
Lucknow, Defence of Lucknow (officially impressed: HY. HOWITT, 84TH. 
REGT., and additionally engraved "DRUMAJER" before impressed naming 
details). Clasps listed in order fitted, Good Very Fine.

With photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming medal and clasps, which
additionally notes that 2744 Private Henry Howitt was wounded at Lucknow 
on 25th September 1857. Private Howitt was a member of the first relief force, 
and was wounded in action as that relief force fought its way into Lucknow to 
link up with the original besieged garrison, 25th September 1857. This First 
Relief Force then found themselves besieged in Lucknow with the original 
garrison for a further two months, until the siege of Lucknow was finally 
raised by the Second Relief Force under Sir Colin Campbell in November 
1857. Medal also accompanied by copied details from the Worldwide Army 

£1650 €1980.00
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Index, 1861, which confirms that Howitt had by then been promoted Drum 
Major Sergeant, along with copied research by an online blogger, giving brief 
biographical details, photocopied extract from the Births, Marriages and 
Deaths Register for April - June 1875, re. the death of Howitt's eldest son, and 
11 pages of copied service papers re. Drum Major Howitt's father, Samuel 
Howitt, 23rd Foot and 84th Foot.

Henry Howitt was born circa 1838 in Jamaica. His final rank in the 84th Foot 
was Drum Major. Howitt married in Manchester, 1861, Mary Ann Lee. They 
had at least four children, his last recorded child being John Thomas, born in 
1870 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Drum Major Howitt died prior to 1875 
(his first born son Samuel dying in 1875 in the Union Work House, Salford, 
England, and his death certificate stating that his father was "deceased" by that 
date). At time of death, Drum Major Howitt would have been a relatively 
young man, even for the mid 19th century, just 37 years or so of age. 

I suspect that Drum Major Howitt died whilst in service, because his service 
papers have not survived. His family must have fallen on hard times after his 
death for them to have been living in a workhouse in 1875, when his eldest son
died.

Drum Major Howitt's father, Samuel Howitt, was born in 1810 in Grantham, 
Lincolnshire. He originally enlisted into the 33rd Foot, 16/11/1827, at 
Grantham, Lincolnshire. At time of enlistment he was 17 years of age. Samuel 
Howitt saw service in the West Indies for 9 years and 87 days and in India for 
7 years and 58 days. He transferred from 33rd Foot to 84th Foot whilst serving
in the West Indies, on 31/12/1831 (his son, Drum Major Henry Howitt, born 
Jamaica 1838, would thus have been a child of the regiment, and this 
undoubtedly prompted him, when enlisting, to seek service in the 84th). 
Samuel Howitt was discharged at Chatham, having never risen above the rank 
of private, on 23/7/1850, as a result of being unfit for further service, "tropical 
climate appears to be the cause of this man's decline of health and strength. He 
does not appear to be capable of performing the duties of efficient soldier.".  
He was subsequently admitted as an In Pensioner, Chelsea, 1/8/1876, and died 
at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, on 2/10/1891, some 15 years or so after the 
death of his son Henry.

The additional rank detail, “DRUMAJER” (sic), engraved on the edge of 
Howitt’s Mutiny Medal, is a little crude, and as such it was probably engraved 
by Howitt himself. He was not doubt enormously proud of having reached the 
lofty rank of Drum Major, and thereby becoming something of a celebrity 
within his regiment.

BS3240 PRIVATE MICHAEL GOUGH, 88TH REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION CONNAUGHT RANGERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, 
Central India (officially impressed: MICHL. GOUGH, 88TH. REGT.) 
Atractive old dark tone, Good  Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasp confirmed on roll.

£650 €780.00

BS3000 PRIVATE JOHN ROURKE, 2ND EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Delhi (officially impressed: JOHN ROURKE, 2ND. 
EURn. BENGAL FUSRS.). Minor rim nick to obverse at 6 o'clock, otherwise 
attractively toned, Extremely Fne.

Private Rourke was killed in action at Delhi during the final assault on 
14/9/1857 (confirmed on Bengal Casualties Roll, India Office Library 
LMIL10/188).

The following biographical details regarding John Rourke have been extracted 

£1450 €1740.00
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from the India Office archives. Born Dublin, Rourke attested at Liverpool on 
3/5/1855. At the time of enlistment he gave his trade as that of clerk and signed
on for 10 years. He arrived in India aboard the Marchioness of Londonderry in
1855. Private Rourke left an estate, money and effects, amounting to some £93
12 shillings and 11 pence. However, since he died intestate, the money 
reverted to the government.

BS2998 PRIVATE WILLIAM STODDART, 92ND (GORDON) HIGHLANDERS. 
Indian Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: Wm. STODDART, 92nd.
HIGHLANDERS). Edge bruise to obverse rim at 1 o'clock, polished, Good 
Very Fine.

3183 Private John Stoddart is confirmed on the published roll as being entitled 
to the Indian Mutiny Medal without clasp.

£250 €300.00

BS2932 CORPORAL JOHN BRIEN, 3RD BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: CORPl., JOHN 
BRIEN, 3RD. BOMBAY EURPn. REGt.). Minor rim nicks, otherwise Good 
Very Fine and with an attractive old dark tone.

£450 €540.00

BS2926 PRIVATE ISAAC BATEMAN, 3RD BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: ISAAC 
BATEMAN, 3rd. BOMBAY EUPn. REGt.). Good Very Fine.

Private Bateman was severely wounded at Fort Loharee on 2nd May 1858. On 
this date the 3rd Bombay European Regiment formed part of the Central India 
Field Force, under General Sir Hugh Rose. Rose had decided to undertake a 
flanking march, but his progress was impeded by the fort at Loharee, manned 
by some 500 rebels. With a view to securing his line of advance, General Rose 
dispatched a force under Major Gall of the 14th Light Dragoons, consisting of 
a wing of the 3rd Bombay Europeans, some artillery and light dragoons, to 
capture the fort. The fort was too strong for the artillery to batter it down, so 
the 3rd Europeans were directed to storm it while the dragoons formed a ring 
around it to prevent the escape of the garrison. The route to the fortress, 
through a small town, was guarded by a series of multiple walls and doors. The
leading company of the 3rd Europeans forced the two outer doors, but were 
held up by what the regimental history describes as "a difficult double gate 
with a small postern at an angle". This third gate was eventually blown in 
when a young sapper officer, Lieutenant Bonus of the Royal Engineers, 
detonated a blacksmiths bellows packed with gunpowder against the gate. A 
laneway now led to the central keep of the fortress, fitted on either side with 
scaffolding, and manned by ranks of rebel swordsmen. The 3rd Europeans 
managed to press their way through despite the attentions of the swordsmen, 
many officers and men of the regiment receiving multiple wounds as they 
made their way towards the central keep, which they successfully stormed.

During the assault on the fortress at Loharee 16 officers and men of the 3rd 
Bombay European Regiment were wounded; two officers severely and one 
slightly, one man mortally, three severely, two dangerously and seven slightly.

The capture of the fortress at Loharee was a VC action for the 3rd Bombay 
Europeans, Private Whirlpool of the regiment distinguishing himself at 
Loharee for the second time during the campaign, his VC being announced in 
the London Gazette of 21st October 1859 "Frederick Whirlpool, Private, 3rd 
Bombay European Regt. Dates of Acts of Bravery: 3 April and 2 May 1858. 
For gallantly volunteering on the 3rd April 1858, in the attack on Jhansi, to 
return and carry away several killed and wounded, which he did twice under a 
very heavy fire from the wall; also for devoted bravery at the assault on Lohari
on the 2nd May, 1858, in rushing to the rescue of Lieut. Donne, of the 

£900 €1080.00
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regiment, who was dangerously wounded. In this service Private Whirlpool 
received seventeen desperate wounds, one of which nearly severed his head 
from his body. The gallant example shown by this man is considered greatly to
have contributed to the success of the day." (the regimental history records 
Private Whirlpool as actually having received no less than 19 wounds and goes
on to quote him as having joked when being stretchered away "Take care lads 
and don't shake my head, or else it will come off").

A curious incident occurred during the initial stages of the assault, Major Gal 
being dragged back by the men of the 3rd Europeans, after having been hit on 
the head by some heavy stones. Apparently it was the men of the 3rd 
Europeans who threw the stones, unhappy that they were not being led into 
action during the final stages of the assault by one of their own officers, and 
intent on remedying the situation. Major Gall was carried from the field, and 
the 3rd Europeans were then led into the successful assault on the fortress at 
Loharee by their own officers.

BS2920 THOMAS COLLARAN, 1ST MADRAS FUSILIERS (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 2 clasps,
Relief of Lucknow, Lucknow (impressed Indian style naming: THOMAS 
COLLARAN, 1st MADRAS FUSILIERS.). Naming impressed slightly off-
centre at start, upsetting the reverse rim at 3 o'clock, otherwise Good Very 
Fine.

£700 €840.00

BS2841 PRIVATE JOHN COOK, 1ST BOMBAY EUROPEAN FUSILIERS (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: JOHN COOK, 1st BOMBAY 
EURn. FUSrs.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

£350 €420.00

BS2839 THE INDIAN MUTINY MEDAL AWARDED TO CAPTAIN (LATER 
MAJOR) C.G. SOUTHEY, 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS), 
MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES FOR THE ACTION AT DUNDREE, 29 
DECEMBER 1858. Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially 
impressed: CAPTn. C.G. SOUTHEY, 3rd. MADrs. EURPn. REGt.). Couple of
minor edge nicks, otherwise attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Charles Gonne Southey was first commissioned Ensign, 3rd Madras European 
Regiment 1837,  and promoted Lieutenant 1841, Captain 1848 and Major 
1860. Major Southey first saw active service in the Saugor and Nerbudda 
territories from 6th February 1858, taking part in the Battle of Banda, 19th 
April 1858, the affair on the banks of the Jumna River under Major Dallas of 
the 1st Regiment Native Infantry on 24th April 1858, and the action near the 
village of Dundree, December 1858. The then Captain Southey, along with 
Lieutenant Hunt and Ensign Sheffield of the 3rd Madras Europeans, were all 
subsequently mentioned in dispatches for their services during the action near 
the village of Dundree on 29th December 1858, during which engagement 
Captain Southey commanded the left column of the regiment. Medal 
accompanied by photocopied extract from the regimental history re. latter this 
action.

£1650 €1980.00

BS2838 PRIVATE J. BOHANAN, 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS). 
Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: JOHN. 
BOHANAN, 3rd. MADrs. EURPn. REGt.). Minor metal flaw on edge by 
surname, otherwise Extremely Fine.

£480 €576.00

BS2837 PRIVATE C. WILLIAMS, 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS). 
Indian Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: CHAS. WILLIAMS. 3rd.
MADRAS EURn. REGt.). Several small edge nicks and bruises, otherwise 
Good Very Fine.

£300 €360.00
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British Battles and Medals notes only 150 no-clasp medals to the 3rd Madras 
European Regiment, the bulk of the officers and men of the regiment, some 
806, receiving the Central India clasp.

BS2836 THE INDIAN MUTINY MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE GEORGE 
BRYAN, 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE POST 1860 
108TH MADRAS INFANTRY REGIMENT OF FOOT AND THE POST1880
2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS), ONE OF THE 
ORIGINAL RECRUITS TO THE 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT 
WHEN IT WAS RAISED IN 1853, WHO SAW SERVICE WITH THAT 
REGIMENT DURING ITS ENTIRE PERIOD OF SERVICE WITH THE 
EAST INDIA COMPANY, AND ONE OF THE FEW ORIGINAL RECRUITS
TO AGREE TO TRANSFER TO THE BRITISH ARMY IN 1861 WHEN THE
3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT BECAME THE 108TH FOOT. 
Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: GEO. 
BRIEN, 3rd. MADrs. EURPn. REGt.). A few minor edge nicks and bumps, 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

Note different spellings of surname. George Bryan also spelt his surname 
Brien. On the medal roll for the Indian Mutiny his surname is recorded as 
Brien, but on his discharge papers and on the subsequent census returns his 
surname is spelt Bryan. However, both medal roll and discharge papers give 
same number and rank, 690 Private.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming medal
and clasp to 690 Private George Brien, 3rd Madras Fusiliers. Medal also 
accompanied by 4 pages photocopied discharge papers, photocopied extract 
from the regimental history re. the raising of the 3rd Madras European 
Regiment in 1853 and the transfer of that regiment from the East India 
Company to the British Army in 1861, along with photocopied extracts from 
the census returns for 1871, 1881, 1891, 1901 and 1911.

George Bryan was born in the parish of Drumlay (Irish spelling Drimoleague), 
Cork. He enlisted into the 3rd Madras European Regiment at Westminster, 
Middlesex, on 23/12/1853. At the time of enlistment he was 22 years of age 
and gave his trade as labourer. Bryan was among the men from the 3rd Madras
European Regiment who agreed to transfer to the British Army in 1861, when 
the 3rd Madras Regiment became the 108th Madras Infantry Regiment in the 
British Army (when doing so, Bryan opted to receive any future pension 
payments on the basis of “Indian Pension Regulations”). He never rose above 
the rank of Private, and was eventually discharged at Netley on 6/7/1869, after 
serving 17 years and 196 days with the colours. Bryan was discharged as a 
result of “chronic ophtalmia”  (partial loss of sight in the right eye). At time of 
discharge his conduct was described as “good”, and his intended place of 
residence was given as Woolwich. 

As noted, on discharge Bryan opted to receive his pension on the basis of 
“Indian Pension Regulations”. His discharge papers note increases in pension 
up to 16/5/1902, and also the rejection of a request to become an in-pensioner 
at the Royal Hospital Chelsea on 9/7/1896. 

In 1875 Bryan was convicted at Lambeth of an assault on his wife, for which 
he was imprisoned for three months, and during this period his pension was 
suspended (though half of his pension continued to be paid directly to his wife 
for the duration of his imprisonment). 

Service papers also confirm payments from the Clive Fund in 1889 to Bryan.

1871 census records Bryan as a 38 year old “pensioner from 108th Regiment” 

£575 €690.00
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living with his 20 year old wife Mary Ann Bryan at 30 Waterman’s (?) Fields, 
Woolwich. The 1881 census records him as a 49 year old furniture dealer 
living at 44 High Street, Norwood, London, with his wife and four sons. The 
1891 census records Bryan as a 59 year old “shop, general dealer” resident at 
72 Conway Street, Hove, and living with his wife, five sons and two daughters,
and the 1901 census records him as a 69 year old wardrobe dealer resident at 
96 Doggett Road, Catford, London, with two of his sons.

George Bryan does not appear in the 1911 census, but four of his sons are 
recorded, three of the sons resident at 58 Shirley Street, Hove, where they were
trading as wardrobe dealers, having obviously taken over the family business. 
The fourth son was resident at 21 Doggett Road, Catford, and was employed 
as a labourer at a wine merchants (resident on the same road that his father was
living on at the time of the 1901 census). 

Although George Bryan does not appear in the 1911 census, a descendant 
confirms that he was still alive in that year, and died at Catford in 1912. 
Descendant stated that Bryan probably made his application to become an 
inpensioner the Royal Hospital Chelsea in 1896 because he had had one of his 
legs amputated. Descendant confirms George Bryan as having married his 
wife, Mary Ann, at Lambeth in 1869. He is buried in Ladywell Cemetary, 
Lewisham, London. A photograph of George Bryan with his wife, on his 
wedding day, and a recent photograph of a descendant placing a grave marker 
on his burial place, accompany his medal.

As his regimental number, 690, indicates, George Bryan was one of the 
original recruits to the 3rd Madras European Regiment, the regiment being 
raised by an order dated 18/11/1853, just over four weeks before Bryan 
enlisted. The regimental history notes that the battalion was raised in 1853 by 
drafting in 131 volunteers from the Madras Fusiliers and 86 from the 2nd 
Madras Light Infantry, along with a large number of recruits from Ireland. In 
1859, when it was first proposed that the East India Company’s regiments be 
transferred to the British Army there was much unrest in the ranks of the East 
India Company’s European regiments, many men of the opinion that, rather 
than being transferred directly, they should have been discharged and, given 
the option of re-enlisting, with a bounty paid if they chose to do so. Some 491 
men from the 3rd Madras European Regiment, from a strength of 827, refused 
to transfer. All that remained were 336 men, 48 Sergeants, 30 Corporals, 23 
Drummers and 235 Privates. George Bryan was among the privates who 
volunteered to transfer, and was undoubtedly by then one of the few men still 
serving with the regiment who had enlisted when it was originally raised in 
1853.

BS2834 SURGEON (LATER DEPUTY INSPECTOR-GENERAL) DANIEL 
O'CALLAGHAN, BENGAL ARTILLERY. Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, 
Delhi (contemporary re-engraved naming, in hatched block capitals: DAN 
O'CALLAGHAN SURGEON BENGAL ARTILLERY). Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Although renamed, careful examination of the remaining underlying original 
naming details confirms that this is in fact the recipient's original medal, which
was issued named to him officially impressed "SURGn. D. CALLAGHAN 
ARTy.). Obviously, O’Callaghan was unhappy about losing the “O” prefix to 
his surname, and had his medal renamed to correct the mistake.

Daniel James O'Callaghan, born 1814, was first appointed Assistant Surgeon, 
Royal Navy, 1839, and saw service with the Royal Navy until 1841. He was 
subsequently appointed Assistant Surgeon, HEIC's Bengal Forces, 8th January 
1842, and promoted Surgeon 6th December 1855, Surgeon Major 8th January 
1862, and Deputy Inspector-General 31st March 1868. Retiring on 28th 

£600 €720.00
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October 1872, he had a lengthy retirement, and died in London on 12th August
1900. 

O’Callaghan first saw service in the Sutlej Campaign of 1845-46, and 
afterwards saw service during the Indian Mutiny, including the siege and 
recapture of Delhi, and went on to take part in the the China Expedition of 
1860-61, including the capture of Peking. 

O’Callaghan was the author of "The Fatal Falter at Meerut", which was 
published in 1881, an account of the mutiny of the sepoys at Meerut and the 
start of the Indian Mutiny

BS2830 PRIVATE JOHN CLARNEY, 84TH (YORK AND LANCASTER) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION YORK AND 
LANCASTER REGIMENT). Indian Muriny Medal, no clasp (officially 
impressed: JOHN CLARHEY, 84th. REGt.).  Good Very Fine.

Medal roll gives recipient's correct name as John Clarney and his regimental 
number as 254 (note incorrect spelling of surname on impressed details).

£270 €324.00

BS2764 PRIVATE JOHN MUNRO, 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE 
POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS). 
Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: JOHN 
MUNRO. 3rd. MADrs. EURPn. REGt.). Clasp a tailor's copy, couple of small 
rim bruises, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 5 pages of photocopied service papers, photocopy of 
relevant extract from Indian Mutiny medal roll and some typed research by 
Diana Birch. John Munro was born in the parish of St. Michael, Killearn, Ross,
Scotland. He enlisted in the East India Company's forces at London on 31st 
January 1854. At the time of enlistment he was 20 years of age, gave his 
occupation as that of a labourer, and as unmarried. Munro embarked for 
Madras aboard the Royal Albert on 24th March 1854. He never rose above the 
rank of private, and was finally discharged at Netley on 27th January 1874, 
after 20 years and 314 days with the colours, including 175 days service at 
home and 20 years and 239 days in the East Indies. At the time of discharge his
character and conduct was described as being good. However, he had been 13 
times entered in the Regimental Defaulters Book and tried three times by 
courts martial, the first occasion on 25th April 1859, when he was convicted 
for "disgraceful conduct" and imprisoned to 9th June 1859. Munro was tried 
and convicted on a second occasion on 11th February 1861 for fraud, being 
imprisoned to 24th March 1861. His third period of imprisonment was by 
district court martial on 2nd June 1865 for theft, being released on 26th June 
1865. Medal roll confirms medal and clasp, and that recipient was present at 
the battle of Banda.

£480 €576.00

BS2759 LIEUTENANT (LATER LIEUTENANT-COLONEL, SIR) J. LOUIS, 3RD 
BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION 
LEINSTER REGIMENT). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Central India 
(official late issue naming, impressed in large block capitals: LIEUT. J. 
LOUIS, 3. BO. E.R.). Suspender re-affixed, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by an interesting archive of photocopied documents and 
research regarding this officer. 

Sir John Louis, 3rd Baronet, of Chelston, Devon, was born 28th August 1832 
at Moradabad, India, the son of Thomas Louis, Bengal Civil Service (died 
1836 in India). Educated initially at the Reverend F. Wickhams’s Preparatory 
School, Louis was afterwards at Harrow from September 1843 to March 1847. 
He was recommended for a commission in the Bombay Infantry by Henry 
Princep, one of the directors of the East India Company, on 15th February 

£1250 €1500.00
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1854. Louis was first commissioned Ensign 4th March 1855, and promoted 
Lieutenant 23rd November 1856, Captain 27th November 1865, Major 7th 
October 1871 and Lieutenant-Colonel 5th February 1873. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Louis retired from the Indian Army in 1877. Though he initially remained in 
India, he later elected to reside in Europe, and died near Bruges in 1893. Louis 
saw active service during the Indian Mutiny campaign, 1857-58, being present 
with the 3rd Bombay European Regiment at the siege and capture of Ratghur, 
the action at Barodia, the relief of Saugor, capture of Garrakota, the forcing of 
the Muddenpore Pass, the siege and storming of the city and fortress of Jhansi 
and the battle of Betwa. The Indian Mutiny Medal was his sole medal 
entitlement.

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir John Louis was the great-grandson of Sir Thomas 
Louis, 1st Baronet, Rear Admiral of the White, K.M.T., K.S.F., Royal Navy, 
who was created a Baronet for his distinguished services afloat. Sir Thomas 
was one of Nelson's captains, and in that capacity commanded HMS Canopus 
at, and received a Small Gold Medal for, the battle of the Nile. In 1799, when 
in command of a party of ships’ boats, he had the honour of capturing Rome, 
hoisted the union flag on the Capitol Hill, and, as Governor, sat in Caesar's 
chair. He missed Trafalgar, being detached before the combined Spanish and 
French fleet set sail. Lieutenant-Colonel Louis's grandfather, Sir John Louis, 
2nd Baronet, K.C.B., the distinguished seaman and admiral in the Royal Navy,
was at one time Aide-de-Camp to William IV. Lieutenant-Colonel Louis’s 
father, Thomas Louis,  Bengal Civil Service, died in India in 1836, with the 
result that on the death of Admiral Sir John Louis, 2nd Baronet, in 1863, the 
then Lieutenant John Louis, the recipient of the medal offered here, succeeded 
to the Baronetcy.

BS2757 DRUMMER A. GALLAGHER, 1ST BENGAL EUROPEAN FUSILIERS 
(THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). 
Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Delhi (officially impressed: DRUMR. ANDw. 
GALLAGHER, 1st. EURn. BENGAL FUSrs.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical and service details taken from the muster 
of the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers at Camp Durreabad, 1st September 1858. 
Andrew Gallagher enlisted at Chaylespoor, Sabathoo, on 17th September 
1844. At the time of enlistment he was 14 years of age and the muster papers 
note that when he enlisted he was unemployed. Andrew Gallagher was 
undoubtedly a child of the regiment, the 1st Bengal European Fusiliers having 
been posted to Sabathoo in 1842, following the end of the First Afghan War, 
remaining there until late 1845.

£550 €660.00

BS2430 THOMAS THOMAS, 1ST BOMBAY FUSILIERS (2ND BATTALION 
ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, no clasp (officially 
impressed: THOs. THOMAS 1st. BOMy. FUSs.). Good Very Fine.

£350 €420.00

BS2355 PRIVATE MARTIN DIXON, 3RD MADRAS EUROPEAN REGIMENT 
(2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny 
Medal 1857-58, 1 clasp, Central India (officially impressed: MARTIN. 
DIXON, 3rd. MADrs. EURPn. REGt.). Good Very Fine.

£480 €576.00

BS2340 PRIVATE WILLIAM CLARKE, 6TH (ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE) 
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT). 
Indian Mutiny Medal, no clasp, an officially renamed, late issue or 
replacement medal (engraved in running script: 2086. Pte. W. Clark, 6th. Ryl. 
Warwickshire Regt.). Note incorrect spelling of surname, suspender claw 
tightened, otherwise Good Very Fine and a rare medal to a survivor of the 
"Birkenhead" disaster of 1852.

The engraved naming on this medal is in the same style as that seen on India 
General Service Medals awarded from the mid 1860's onwards. The inclusion 
of Clarke's regimental number in the naming also indicates a late issue award.

£950 €1140.00
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Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers (recipient's surname 
spelt Clarke), copied extracts from medal rolls for South Africa Medal 1834-53
(original and published) and original Indian Mutiny Medal roll, along with 
details re the sinking of HMS Birkenhead. 

William Clarke was born in Leeds, Yorkshire, and enlisted into the 6th Foot at 
Leeds on 15/5/1844. He never rose above the rank of Private, and was 
eventually discharged on 12/2/1861. At the time of enlistment Clarke was 18 
years of age and gave his trade as that of cloth dresser. In addition to service at 
home, Clarke saw service at the Cape of Good Hope for 11 years and 101 
days, and in the East Indies for 1 year and 284 days. Clarke was discharged "at
his own request Free, with passage to Cape of Good Hope and a gratuity of 
£14", his destination being given as Port Elizabeth. Service papers confirm 
entitlement to "Kaffir War Medal 1850-53" and "Indian Mutiny Medal". Indian
Mutiny Medal roll confirms that 2086 Private Clarke was "engaged at the 
Battle of Baraown near Ingdespore under Colonel Corfield" (entitled medal 
without clasp).

There are two William Clarkes on the Indian Mutiny Medal roll for the 6th 
Foot, 1845 Private William Clarke, who is recorded on the roll as being 
"Dead", and 2086 Private William Clarke, the recipient of this medal. There 
are also two William Clarkes (one of whose surname is spelt "Clark") on the 
original medal roll for the South African campaigns of 1834-53, both of who 
saw service there during the 3rd Kaffir War of 1850-53. Eveson in his 
published roll for the South Africa Medal 1834-53 records only one William 
Clarke, 1845 Private William Clarke. The service papers of the recipient of the 
Indian Mutiny Medal offered here clearly state that he was also entitled to the 
South Africa Medal 1834-53, and he would thus appear to be the other 
individual recorded on the original medal roll (surname spelt Clark) whom 
Eveson failed to record.

There is a Private Clark of the 6th Foot confirmed in both David Bevan's 
"Drums of the Birkenhead" (London, 1989) and Addison & Matthews "A 
Deathless Story, the Birkenhead and its Heroes" (London, 1906) as having 
been a survivor of the 1852 Birkenhead disaster (surname spelt Clark in roll of 
survivors in both publications). Unfortunately, neither of these publications 
give the regimental number of the Private Clarke who survived.

The troopship Birkenhead sailed from Cork harbour for South Africa on 
17/1/1852, carrying some 638 passengers and crew, including 476 British 
soldiers, drafts for various regiments serving at the Cape, and 20 women and 
children. After a brief stopover at Capetown she sailed for East London at the 
mouth of the Buffalo River, to land the drafts of reinforcements that she was 
carrying for various regiments then serving at the Cape. The Birkenhead struck
a reef at Danger Point at 1.50 a.m. on the morning of 26/2/1852. The metal 
hull of the boat was torn open and over 100 soldiers were immediately 
drowned where they lay sleeping. The rest of the troops rushed up on deck and
tried to help the ship's crew man the pumps and free the lifeboats. In the event, 
the soldiers and crew were only able to free three lifeboats, into which they 
ushered the women and children. As the ship was sinking, the ship's captain, 
sensing that the end had come, called out "every man for himself". Realising 
that a disorderly evacuation risked swamping the lifeboats, the senior army 
officer on board, Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Seaton, drew his sword and 
ordered the men to stand fast, with the result that order was maintained in the 
ranks even as the main mast crashed on the deck. As the ship sank, 40 men 
climbed into the ship's rigging, which protruded from the water, and from 
which they were rescued the next day. Others clung to floating wreckage or 
swam for shore through the shark-infested waters. Some 445 people died 
during the sinking, many drowning as the ship sank and others being savaged 
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by sharks as they tried to swim to shore. Only 193 people survived, the women
and children in the lifeboats and seamen and soldiers who managed to swim 
ashore. The survivors included 113 soldiers, 6 Royal Marines, 54 seamen, 7 
women, 13 children and 1 male civilian. Of the 63 officers and men of the 6th 
Regiment aboard the Birkenhead, only 13 survived, a Sergeant and 12 
Privates, the Privates including William Clarke.

BS2311 PRIVATE PATRICK BURNS, 2ND EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS 
(2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 
1 clasp, Delhi (officially impressed: PATk. BURNS. 2nd. EURn. BENGAL 
FUSr's.). Extremely Fine.

Private Patrick Burns was severely wounded at Delhi on 14th September 1857 
and died of his wounds 7th October 1857. On 14th September 1857 the final 
assault on Delhi, which eventually led to its re-capture from the mutineers, 
began. During that day's assault the 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusiliers lost 
1 officer and 42 other ranks killed, 1 officer died of wounds, 9 officers and 76 
other ranks wounded. The assault of 14th September was a double VC action 
for the regiment. During the fighting at the Kabul gate two men from the 
regiment, Sergeant J. McGuire and Drummer M. Ryan both won Victoria 
Crosses for conspicuous gallantry in throwing burning boxes of ammunition 
over the parapet at great risk to themselves, but saving many lives in the 
process.

£1000 €1200.00

BS2095 WILLIAM DICK, 2ND EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS), Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 
clasp, Delhi (officially impressed: Wm. DICK, 2nd. EURn. BENGAL 
FUSr's.). Extremely Fine.

Private Dick was wounded in action during the assault on Delhi, 14th 
September 1857.

£800 €960.00

BS2090 ALEXANDER McKENNY, 3RD BOMBAY EUROPEAN REGIMENT (2ND 
BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, 
Central India (officially impressed: ALEXr. McKENNY, 3rd BOMBAY EUPn.
REGt.). Front claw of suspender broken (both teeth lacking), otherwise Good 
Very Fine.

£400 €480.00

BS1995 PRIVATE WILLIAM THOMAS, 2ND BENGAL EUROPEAN FUSILIERS 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). 
Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Delhi (officially impressed: WM. THOMAS. 
2nd. EURn. BENGAL FUSrs). Numerous light scratches to obverse, cleaned 
abrasively at some stage in past, but now attractively toned over and otherwise 
Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts from original medal roll, which records
three soldiers by the name of William Thomas serving with the 2nd Bengal 
European Fusiliers during the Indian Mutiny, a Private William Thomas (who 
survived the Mutiny), a Corporal William Thomas (who was killed in action on
23/6/1857) and a Colour Sergeant William Thomas (who was killed in action 
on 14/9/1857). Since there is no rank impressed on the edge of this medal, it 
can safely be assumed that it is the medal awarded to the Private William 
Thomas who survived the mutiny.

The 2nd Bengal European Fusiliers were stationed at Dagshai when the Indian 
Mutiny broke out. Ordered to march on Delhi on 13th May 1857, the regiment,
800 strong, began its march at 4pm that afternoon. The 2nd Bengal Europeans 
suffered an enormous number of casualties during the march to and operations 
around Delhi of 30th May - 14th September 1857, the regimental history 
recording that, during the period 14th May - 20th September 1857 the 
regiment suffered a total of 316 casualties, including 106 officers and men 
killed and 220 officers and men wounded, the regiment's casualties during the 

£450 €540.00
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final assault on Delhi, 14th September, alone amounting to 129 officers and 
men - 43 officers and men killed, 1 officer died of wounds, and 85 officers and 
men wounded.

BS1952 CORPORAL J. MOIR, 1ST MADRAS FUSILIERS (1ST BATTALION 
ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp; Defence of 
Lucknow (officially impressed: CORPl. J. MOIR, 1st. MADRAS FUSrs.). 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopy extract from Casualty Roll, which confirms 
that Corporal John Moir, 1st Madras Fusiliers, was slightly wounded at 
Lucknow, 16th October 1857. Corporal Moir was a member of the first relief 
force.

Corporal Moir's Mutiny Medal was among the hardest won of that campaign, 
since he would have been amongst the men of the wing of the 1st Madras 
Fusiliers who formed the vanguard of the first relief force, leading it in an epic 
series of engagements and in the final attack that led to the entry into Lucknow
of the first relief force, which in turn found itself besieged with the original 
defenders in Lucknow for a further four weeks. The following account of the 
exploits of the Madras Fusiliers during the first relief of Lucknow has been 
extracted from H.C. Wylly's  "Neill's Bluecaps", the regimental history of the 
1st Madras Fusiliers. The 1st Madras Fusiliers, at sea enroute from Persia to 
India when the Indian Mutiny broke out, played a prominent part in its 
suppression. Under Lieutenant Colonel Neill, whose surname, along with the 
headgear that the Madras Fusiliers wore during the campaign, gave the 
battalion it's nickname, "Neill's Bluecaps", the regiment was first engaged in 
suppressing he mutinous 37th Bengal Native Infantry at Benares on 4th June 
1857, and afterwards, on 6th and 7th June, two detachments from the regiment,
numbering 50 and 57 men respectively, marched to the relief of the fort at 
Allahabad. Lieutenant Colonel Neill followed with 44 more men on 9th June, 
covering the seventy miles to Allahabad in two night marches. Conditions in 
the fort were at a low ebb, and Lieutenant Colonel Neill was soon prostrate 
with sickness. Even so, he continue to direct the movements of his regiment 
himself from a stretcher, conscious all the time that Cawnpore and Lucknow, 
with their garrisons and camp followers, were being threatened by the 
mutineers. On  20th June a Cawnpore relief force, under Major Renaud of the 
Madras Fusiliers, comprising 200 men of the 84th Foot and 200 men of the 
Madras Fusiliers, along with two guns manned by invalid gunners, and 120 
Irregular Cavalry, was organised. On the same day Brigadier General 
Havelock arrived at Allahabad to take command of the Lucknow relief force. 
On 3rd July Captain Spurgin's Company of the Madras Fusiliers, with two 
guns, embarked by river steamer for Cawnpore, acting as Major Renaud's flank
guard (en route, Spurgin's Company disembarked on the left bank of the 
Ganges and engaged a force of mutineers, who were repulsed with the loss of 
one field gun, which was captured by three Privates of the Madras Fusiliers). 
On the same day that Spurgin and his men left Allahabad, news reached that 
fort of the massacre at Cawnpore. On 7th July Havelock's force, barely 2,000 
strong, and including 376 Madras Fusiliers, began moving towards Lucknow. 
Of those in the relief force, only the Madras Fusiliers as a unit were 
completely armed with the new Enfield rifle, leading to their acting as the 
vanguard in all the engagements and assaults that were to follow, Captain 
Grant's Company of the Madras Fusiliers being placed at the very front of the 
advance. On 12th July Havelock's force joined up with Renaud's Cawnpore 
men, who were being pressed by a 4,000 strong force of rebels on the 
Cawnpore Road. As Havelock's force moved steadily closer to Lucknow it 
fought a series of engagements, on each occasion driving the rebels from the 
field and capturing many field guns and artillery pieces in the process, 
including: Futtehpore, 12th July 1857 (eleven guns captured, rebels scattered 
without the loss of a single British soldier); at Aong and Pandoo Nudhi, 15th 
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July (rebels scattered, four guns captured); and on the Cawnpore Road, 16th 
July, when a party of 40 Madras Fusiliers became detached from the main 
body, was attacked by rebel cavalry, formed a square and drove off their 
attackers. On the same day Havelock, with 900 men only available (his guns 
and Sikh troops isolated in the rear), attacked a rebel force some 10,000 strong.
Not hesitating for a moment, despite the disorganised situation, he drove the 
rebel force from the field and seized a hilltop position a half mile from 
Cawnpore. By this stage Havelock's force had marched 126 miles in the hottest
season of the year, in full marching order, fought four pitched battles against 
rebel forces that were far superior numerically and captured 23 pieces of 
enemy artillery. But all had been to no avail. Cawnpore, its garrison and camp 
followers, women and children, lay before them, massacred.
     Neill, by now promoted Brigadier General, remained at Allahabad with 200
men of the Madras Fusiliers as Havelock marched on Cawnpore. At Allahabad 
Neill arranged for the river steamer Bramaputra to cover the right flank of 
Havelock's advance. Aboard the vessel were 100 men of the Madras Fusiliers, 
two nine-pounders and a five and a half inch mortar. As Havelock and the 
Bramaputra neared Cawnpore, news from the other besieged garrisons became
even graver. On 13th July a letter reached Allahabad confirming the death on 
4th July of Sir Henry Lawrence, commander of the Lucknow garrison. Neill 
removed the remainder of his force forward and joined Havelock at Cawnpore 
on 20th July. The relief column left Cawnpore on the same day, leaving Neill 
at Cawnpore with two companies of Bluecaps to hold the river crossing. 
During the following weeks Havelock's force took part in a further series of 
engagements, including: 29th July at Unao, when a 6,000 strong rebel force 
was dispersed with the loss of all fifteen of its guns, Havelock subsequently 
complimenting the Madras Fusiliers in despatches for their "dashing and 
forward conduct" during this action; later the same day at Bashiratgant the 
relief column dispersing another rebel force and capturing four more guns; on 
8th August, a party of fifty Madras Fusiliers with two guns was dispatched by 
steamer to disperse a mutinous band of the 42nd Bengal Native Infantry, who 
were attempting to rally local rebels and attack the relief force. On 12th 
August, Havelock's force fought a further action at Unao. By 26th August, the 
remnants of Havelock's much diminished force, 750 Europeans and 250 Sikhs,
advanced towards Bithur, which was strongly defended by rebels and was 
described by Havelock himself as "one of the strongest positions I have ever 
seen". Nevertheless Havelock's force took the town and all of the enemy's 
guns, in an action that involved intense house to house street fighting. On 15th 
September Major General Sir James Outram joined the relief force's lines of 
communication at Cawnpore. Profoundly impressed by Havelock and his 
men's achievements, Outram waived his right to take up command of the relief
force, publishing in a General Order his reasons for not wishing to do so "The 
Major-General .. .. in gratitude for and admiration of the brilliant deeds of arms
achieved by General Havelock and his gallant troops, will cheerfully waive his
rank on the occasion, and will accompany the force to Lucknow in his civil 
capacity, as Chief Commissioner of Oudh, tendering his military services to 
General Havelock as a volunteer." On 18th September a bridge was laid over 
the Ganges, and during the two following days Havelock's by now reinforced 
relief force crossed over to the Oudh bank of the river. On 21st September they
engaged a rebelf force at Mangulwar, and on  23rd September the relief force 
reached the Alam Bagh, a small palace or hunting lodge of the kings of Oudh, 
some two miles from Lucknow. There the relief column confronted and 
defeated a rebel force some 12,000 strong, capturing five guns. On 25th 
September the final assault on Lucknow by Havelock's force began, the wing 
of the Madras Fusiliers present forming part of the brigade that led the 
advance, taking the Charbagh Bridge on the way into the city at the point of 
the bayonet, and over-running a battery of enemy artillery at the opposing end 
of the bridge. Then, fighting their way through the narrow streets of the 
outskirts of Lucknow, drawing their guns with them by hand as they negotiatd 
the numerous deep trenches cut across their path, fired at continuously from 
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loopholes and the rooftops of houses, the relief force fought their way into the 
besieged Residency. One third of the relief force entered the Residency on 25th
September and another third on the following day. The welcome that the relief 
force received on making their way into the Residency compound from the 
besieged garrison and camp followers, who by now were well aware, not only 
of the fate that had befallen their comrades at Cawnpore, but also of the fall of 
Delhi, was tremendous "Their hearts found expression in a burst of deafening 
cheers; the garrison caught up the cry; and from every pit and trench, and 
battery, from behind the roofless and shattered houses, the notes of triumph 
and welcome echoed and re-echoed. Women crowded up to shake hands with 
the men who had fought twelve battles to save them; and the Highlanders, with
tears streaming down their cheeks, caught up in their arms the wondering 
children, and passed them from one to another. Anxious questions were 
tenderly answered; kinsmen long separated met once more; old comrades 
fought their battles over again; and the garrison, as they told their own tale, 
and learned with pride the admiration which their struggle had aroused, heard 
in their turn, with reverent sympathy, how and at what cost they had been 
relieved." The Madras Fusiliers' former commanding officer, Brigadier-
General Neill, himself fell at the very moment of victory, shot from his horse 
by an enemy sniper, just as he was directing the men of his old regiment 
through the gates of the Lucknow Residency. Once the first relief force had 
entered Lucknow, however, its members found themselves in turn besieged 
with the original garrison for a further two months. During that period the 
Madras Fusiliers took part in numerous sorties against enemy gun positions 
and played a leading role in the defence of the Lucknow Residency, until it 
was finally relieved by Sir Colin Campbell's second relief force on 23rd 
November 1857 (this second relief force included the other wing of the Madras
Fusiliers, some 411 strong). The Madras Fusiliers continued to serve for the 
remainder of the mutiny, only returning to Cawnpore on 9th December 1858. 
By then the regiment was much depleted, and only some 300 strong, despite 
numerous large drafts of recruits during the previous three months. This 
remnant was in a woeful condition and faced the prospect of a long journey 
back to Madras. Initially it was intended that the regiment would march to a 
railhead to begin their journey south. However, at this point Sir Colin 
Campbell intervened, and came to the assistance of the regiment. Determined 
to avoid imposing a lengthy route march on the regiment, particularly given 
the condition the men were in, he wrote to the Governor-General of India that 
"The Madras Fusiliers have a right to every indulgence that can be invented for
them. It would be quite right that they should travel down in boats, like 
gentlemen." On departing Calcutta, capital of the Bengal Presidency, the 
Madras Fusiliers received a rousing send-off from the Presidency that they had
done so much to save, the Madras Fusiliers being personally sent off by the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, who received the regiment with public
honours at a parade before Government House, before they made their way 
down to their transports. As the regiment sailed out into the Bay of Bengal it 
received royal 21-gun salutes from both Calcutta Fort and H.M.S. Pearl, the 
Madras Fusiliers arriving back in Madras on 22nd February 1859.

BS1942 PRIVATE FREDERICK ORGELS, 3RD BOMBAY EUROPEAN 
REGIMENT (2ND BATTALION THE LEINSTER REGIMENT). Indian 
Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp; Central India (officially impressed: FREDk. ORGELS,
3rd BOMBAY EUPn. REGt.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopy of Private Orgels's Discharge Paper and 
confirmation of medal and clasp. The following biographical details have been 
extracted from Private Orgels's Discharge Paper. A native of the city of 
London, Frederick Orgels was a butcher by trade and aged 23 years at the time
of his enlistment on 28th November 1854. 5 feet 7 inches in height, he 
originally enlisted for a term of 10 years. However, his Discharge Paper is 
dated 13th August 1859, less than  5 years after he originally enlisted. That he 
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was discharged early is undoubtedly due to the fact that he was one of the 
"White Sepoy" mutineers. The regimental history records that, following the 
Indian Mutiny, various regiments of the East India Company's forces were 
transferred to the crown. Many of the officers and men resented this transfer, 
and this grew into what was called at the time the "White Mutiny" or "White 
Sepoy Mutiny". Considerable pressure was put on the men of the East India 
Company's regiments to transfer to the crown, though there was an 
understanding that any who did not wish to do so could take their discharge. 
The following description of the authorities' attempts to convince the men of 
the 3rd Bombay Europeans to transfer and the fate of the men who refused to 
do so, is taken from F.E. Whitton's history of the Leinster Regiment: "The 3rd 
Bombay Europeans were at Mhow when the proclamation was issued, 
transferring the British rule in India from the hands of the East India Company 
to the Crown. The non-commissioned officers and men of the Regiment were 
asked to transfer to the Queen's service. This request gave rise to a 
considerable amount of discussion among the rank and file, and finally they 
gave a practically unanimous answer that they would transfer provided they 
were given a spell of leave in England and a fresh bounty. The authorities 
apparently did not see their way to granting these conditions, and nothing more
was said for some time, until one day, at the conclusion of a battalion parade, 
the commanding officer again red out the conditions of transfer to the med, 
adding 'There will be no tickets for the canteen to-day, and beer will be issued 
free.' This, as may be imagined, was a very popular announcement, and before 
long the majority of the men were in the canteen, drinking heartily of the free 
beer, and expressing sentiments of the utmost loyalty towards the Queen, and 
determination to transfer to her service under any conditions, or none at all, for
that matter. The next morning the canteen was again free, and the same loyal 
sentiments and determination to transfer were expressed with even greater 
vehemence. When the battalion had drunk itself into a sufficient state of 
cheerfulness, the men were invited to step into their various company offices 
and sign their names to their transfer in the presence of their officers, and a 
certain number did so.
Next morning there was a very different scene. The canteen was closed, and 
the roysterers were confronted with their own signatures, unable to deny them, 
and yet with very little, if any, recollection of having written them. Many, more
cautious, had, however, contented themselves with a modest pint or two, kept 
sober, and steadfastly refused to sign anything, and were consequently now 
able to claim their discharge and free passage home to England. These were 
sent down to Bombay and shipped home, with a number of discharged men, in 
a sailing transport. This turned out to be a rotten, leaky old tub, which took five
months to perform the voyage, while the food and water served out was so bad
and scanty that the men believed it was the intention of the authorities to 
poison them all on the way home as a punishment for not having agreed to 
transfer."

BS1883 PRIVATE WILLIAM RUSSELL, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER 
FUSILIERS. Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 clasp, Lucknow (officially impressed: 
Wm. RUSSELL, 1st. EURn. BENGAL FUSrs.). Good Very Fine.

British Battles and Medals states only 103 medals with single clasp Lucknow 
to the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers.

£650 €780.00

bs1311 THOMAS B. CHAFFER, 1ST EUROPEAN BENGAL FUSILIERS (1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL MUNSTER FUSILIERS). Indian Mutiny Medal, 1 
clasp, Lucknow (officially impressed: THOs. B. CHAFFER, 1st. EURn. 
BENGAL FUSrs.). Good Very Fine.

British Battles and Medals states only 103 medals with single clasp Lucknow 
to the 1st European Bengal Fusiliers.e

£650 €780.00

BS3938 PRIVATE R. HUGHES, 70TH (SURREY) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 £480 €576.00
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2ND BATTALION THE EAST SURREY REGIMENT). New Zealand Medal 
1845-1866, reverse dated 1863-1865 (officially impressed: 444. ROBt. 
HUGHES, 70th. REGt.). Small hole drilled in rim at 6 o'clock, partially 
obscuring the letter "G" in surname (medal probably ex-menu holder or 
something similar), otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 7 pages of copied service papers, copied medal roll, 
confirming medal with 1863-1865 reverse. Robert Hughes, born Liverpool, 
enlisted into the 70th Regiment at Manchester on 9/3/1858. At the time of 
enlistment he was 21 years of age and gave his trade as that of groom. Hughes 
never rose above the rank of Private and was eventually discharged at 
Kingston-on-Thames on 29/10/1879, Hughes claiming his discharge "on 
completion of his second term of limited engagement". Service papers confirm 
that, in addition to service at home, Hughes saw service in New Zealand for 4 
years and 313 days, and India for 7 years and 153 days. At the time of his 
discharge, Hughes's conduct was described as having been "good". At the time 
of discharge Hughes stated that his intended place of residence was 27 
Brunswick Road, Liverpool.

The New Zealand Medal was Hughes's sole medal entitlement. His entry on 
the regimental medal roll for the New Zealand Medal includes perhaps the 
most extensive list of actions and engagements for any man, officer or other 
rank, listed on the roll for the 70th Foot. These include the operations on the 
Waikato, Taranaki and Wanganui frontiers, the actions at Kohura and 
Tattamaka (?), and the storming of Rangiawhia. 

Brunswick Road, where Hughes stated that he intended residing on discharge, 
is in the suburb of West Derby, Liverpool. Now part of the inner city, it was 
then a rural suburb. Hughes not traced at 27 Brunswick Road, Liverpool, in the
1871 or 1881 censuses. In 1871, 27 Brunswick Road was the home of a 
Richard C. Orange, a greengrocer and provision dealer, who lived there with 
his wife, 6 children, 2 servants and a visitor.

bs3935 PRIVATE S. LIGGET, 2ND BATTALION 18TH ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT 
(LATER 86TH FOOT). New Zealand Medal 1845-66 reverse dated 1863-1866
(officially impressed: 1154. SAML. LIGGET, 2ND. BN. 18TH. RYL. IRISH 
REGT.). Couple of tiny edge nicks, otherwise Extremely Fine and 
accompanied by a modern, engraved nameplate bearing details of medal and 
recipient.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages of copied service papers. Samuel Ligget was 
born in the parish of Killyman, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone, Ireland. He enlisted 
into the 18th Foot at Dungannon on 15/8/1859. At the time of enlistment, 
Ligget was 19 years of age and gave his trade as that of brickmaker. He never 
rose above the rank of Private and was transferred to the Army Reserve on 
30/9/1877. Ligget was recalled to army service during the Zulu War, on 
16/4/1878. After recall he saw service with the 86th (Royal County Down) 
Regiment (the post 1880 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles) and was finally 
discharged 21/9/1880 "having completed his second period of limited 
engagement whilst in the Army Reserve". At the time of discharge, Liggett 
stated that his intended place of residence was Dungannon. 

Medal also accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming 
New Zealand Medal with 1863-66 reverse. The 86th Foot did not serve 
overseas during the Zulu War. The New Zealand War Medal was Ligget's sole 
medal entitlement.

£585 €702.00

BS3934 CORPORAL M. CLIFFORD, 3RD WAIKATO REGIMENT, ATTACHED 
IMPERIAL COMMISARIAT TRANSPORT CORPS. New Zealand Medal 
1845-66, reverse dated 1861-1866 (officially impressed: CORPL. M. 
CLIFFORD. 3RD., WAIKATO. REGt.). The edge subsequently impressed 

£385 €462.00
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"Specimen" and the naming details over-struck with a series of X's (naming 
details, however, fully legible despite over-striking). Attractive rainbow toning,
Extremely Fine and virtually As Struck and with a length of original ribbon.

Michael Clifford is confirmed on the roll of Non-Commissioned Officers and 
Men of the 3rd Waikato Regiment who volunteered for service with the 
Imperial Commisariat Transport Corps during the operations in New Zealand, 
1861-66 (copy roll accompanies medal).

The New Zealand Government over-struck unclaimed New Zealand Medals 
and sold them as specimens to collectors.

bs3900 PRIVATE A. ROONEY, 1ST WAIKATO REGIMENT, ATTACHED 
IMPERIAL COMMISARIAT TRANSPORT CORPS. New Zealand Medal 
1845-66, reversed dated 1861-1866 (officially impressed: A. ROONEY, 1ST. 
WAIKATO REGT).  The edge subsequently impressed "SPECIMEN” and the 
naming details over-struck with a series of X’s (naming details however fully 
legible beneath over-striking). Attractive rainbow toning, Extremely Fine and 
virtually as struck.

Abraham Rooney is confirmed on the roll of Non-commissioned Officers and 
Men of the 1st Waikato Regiment who volunteered for service with the 
Imperial Commissariat Transport Corps during the operations in New Zealand 
1861-66 (copy roll accompanies medal).

The New Zealand government over-struck unclaimed New Zealand Medals 
and sold them as Specimens to collectors.

£385 €462.00

BS4395 PRIVATE T. NIBLETT, 33RD (DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S WEST 
YORKSHIRE) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION DUKE OF 
WELLINGTON'S WEST RIDING REGIMENT). Abyssinian War Medal 
1867-68 (reverse officially named: 735 W. NIBLETT 33rd. D.W. REGt.). 
Couple of minor scattered rim nicks, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract medal roll, confirming medal, and 
extract from Chelsea Pensioner's discharge roll. 

Thomas Niblett was discharged on 4/4/1876, after 21 years and 124 days with 
the colours (21 years and 73 days pensionable service).

£445 €534.00

BS3463 ASSISTANT ENGINEER (LATER  FLEET ENGINEER) J.R. HARVEY, 
HMS ROSARIO. Canada General Service Medal 1866-70, 1 clasp, Fenian 
Raid 1866 (officially engraved naming, engraved in serifed capitals: J.R. 
HARVEY. H.M.S. ROSARIO.). Erasure of rank before initials on rim of 
medal, otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, and a scarce 
award to a Royal Navy officer.

Harvey no doubt had the lowly rank of Assistant Engineer erased from the 
edge of his medal because it did not reflect the elevated status that he had 
reached by the end of his career in the Royal Navy.

Only 322 medals with the Fenian Raid 1866 clasp were awarded to the  Royal 
Navy, shared between 15 ships, with only 16 going to HMS Rosario, the low 
numbers awarded being a result of medal only being instituted in 1899, and  
only being awarded to surviving veterans of the campaign. Only 7 Fenian Raid
1866 clasps were awarded to Engineer Officers.

Medal accompanied by 1 page of copied service papers, copied extracts from 
original medal roll and extracts from 1851 and 1891 census returns and details 
from Civil Deaths Index. 

£900 €1080.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

John Robert Harvey was born on 18/4/1840, in Holyhead, Wales. The 1851 
census records him as a schoolboy at the Royal Hospital School for the 
Orphans of Mariners, Greenwich. Harvey joined the Royal Navy as an 
Assistant Engineer, 3rd class, on 24/2/1860, was promoted Assistant Engineer, 
2nd class, 16/4/1861, Assistant Engineer, 1st class, 11/4/1864, Engineer, 
23/8/1867, Chief Engineer, 9/5/1878, Staff Engineer, 20/4/1881 and Fleet 
Engineer, 9/5/1886.

Medal roll confirms medal and clasp, and service aboard "HMS Rosario at 
Montreal in 1866. On detached duty on one of the Light River Steamers - also 
in HMS Rosario in the St. Croix River with steam up for weeks". HMS 
Rosario was at Quebec when the Fenian invasion of Canada began on 
1/6/1866. Believing that the Fenians intended attacking Montreal, HMS 
Rosario was dispatched from Quebec to guard the harbour at Montreal. The 
Rosario was later dispatched to the St Croix River on the US/Canadian border, 
to prevent Fenian forces crossing into Canada at that point on the Maine 
(USA) and New Brunswick (Canada) border.

Service sheet only lists the ships that Harvey served with after being promoted 
Engineer. These include HM Ships Princess Charlotte, Undaunted, Simoon, 
London, Asia, Chasseur and Warsprite. Fleet Engineer Harvey was placed on 
half pay on 3/11/1889 and retired with an annual pension of £390 on 
28/4/1890.

The 1891 census records Harvey as a 50 year old "retired Royal Navy officer" 
living at Willesden, Harrow, Middlesex. The 1901 census records him as a 60 
year old "estate agent" living at Acton, Middlesex (the Canada General Service
Medal roll records Harvey's medal as having been despatched to him circa 
1899 at Springfield Park, Acton, England). Fleet Engineer Harvey died at 
Chester in 1909. The sole executor of Fleet Engineer Harvey's estate was his 
son Owen Hughes Harvey. Probate was granted on 21/7/1909, Harvey's estate 
having a gross value of £748.

BS4358 PRIVATE J.N. LONGSTAFF, 2ND QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES.Canada General 
Service Medal 1866-70, 1 clasp, Fenian Raid 1866 (officially impressed: Pte. 
J.N. Longstaff, 2nd. Q.O.R.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Private Longstaff saw service with the 2nd Queen's Own Rifles at the battle of 
Ridgeway and during the fighting around and at the re-capture of Fort Erie, 
2/6/1866.

Medal accompanied by biographical details and copied extracts medal rolls (2, 
original and published), confirming medal and clasp.

John Nalton Longstaff (1844-1917) was born in Weston, Ontario, the son of 
Thomas and Sarah Longstaff. 

The 2nd Queen's Own Rifles took part in both the battle of Ridgeway and the 
fighting around and at the re-capture of Fort Erie in June 1866, Private 
Longstaff being confirmed on the original medal roll as having served "first to 
18th June 1866 at Ridgeway, Fort Erie. Attack made at Ridgeway" under 
Major Charles T. Gilmor. Medal roll gives Longstaff's address at time medal 
was granted in 1899 as Weston, Ontario. 

Medal accompanied by copied extract from Captain John A. Macdonald's 
"Troublous Times in Canada" giving details of the services of the Queen's 
Own Regiment at the battle of Ridgeway, during which operations the Queen's 
Own Rifles lost one officer and 8 men killed in action or died of wounds and 
one officer and and 20 men wounded in action, the largest number of casualties
sufferedby any of the units engaged at Ridgeway. 

£750 €900.00
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Major Gilmor and his battalion, the 2nd Queen's Own Rifles, were mentioned 
in dispatches by Major-General Napier for "the gallant service rendered" by 
them at the battle of Ridgeway.

BS3795 PRIVATE J. SMITH, 1ST BATTALION 60TH REGIMENT (THE POST 1880
1ST BATTALION KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS). Canada General Service 
Medal 1866-70, 1 clasp, Red River 1870 (officially impressed in the usual 
style to the British Army, plain unserifed capitals: 946 PTE. J. SMITH, 1 : 60 : 
R.R.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine and a rare clasp to a British 
Army recipient.

Medal accompanied by copied medal rolls (original and published), which 
confirm 946 Private John Smith as being entitled to the Canada General 
Service Medal with Red River 1870 clasp, the original roll noting that Private 
Smith served "1870 with R.R. Expedition from May to October", and that, 
during the campaign, his commanding officer was a Captain N.W. Watson. The
original roll also confirms that Private Smith's medal was sent to him at 
Guyhirn, Wisbeach (where Smith was living at the time the medal was 
authorised in 1899). Only 158 Red River clasps to the British Army, of which 
124 were awarded to the KRRC (three of these being in combination with the 
Fenian Raid 1870 clasp). Medal also accompanied by copied extracts from the 
quarterly pay list for the 1st Battalion KRRC for the periods January - March 
1861 (Smith's enlistment) and 1876-77 (discharged) and extracts from the 
census returns for 1841, 1851, 1861, 1881 and 1891.

John Smith was born in Wisbeach, Isle of Ely, Cambridgeshire circa 1835. He 
is recorded in the 1841 census as the 6 year old son of the 35 year old Thomas 
Smith, an agricultural labourer, and his 40 year old wife Anne. The 1851 
census records John Smith as a 15 year old boy living in the household of a 53 
year old farmer by the name of Joseph Peek, in the parish of St Mary, 
Wisbeach, and presumably employed by Joseph Peek as an agricultural 
labourer or household servant.  John Smith enlisted into the 1st Battalion 
KRRC on 5/1/1861, the 1861 census recording him as a 26 year old Private in 
the KRRC stationed at The Barracks, Winchester. John Smith was discharged 
"free" on 30/5/1876. The 1881 census records John Smith's mother, Anne, as 
the 65 year old wife of a 74 year old carpenter by the name of Robert Oldfield 
(Anne's first husband had presumably died by this stage). The 1891 census 
records John Smith as a 55 year old agricultural labourer living in the hamlet 
of Guyhirn, Parish of St Mary, Wisbeach, with his 74 year old mother, Anne 
Oldfield, who in the 1891 census is recorded as being the head of the 
household, and so had presumably been widowed for a second time.

NOTE: There is no record in the Hart's Army Lists for the period of a Captain 
N.W. Watson serving with the 60th KRRC. There was, however, and Captain 
N.W. Wallace, who is confirmed on the medal roll as having served with the 
60th Foot in the 1860 Red River expedition and commanded "B" Company 
during that campaign. So perhaps a clerical error in the original roll. 
Alternatively, the Captain N.W. Watson may, perhaps, have been a Canadian 
Militia officer?

Another Canada General Service medal with Red River clasp awarded to the 
60th Foot was sold by Dix Noonan Webb on 16th July 2020, lot 462. That 
medal realised £3,200 plus fees (£4,160 approx).

£3950 €4740.00

BS3569 THE CANADA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL AWARDED TO COLOUR 
SERGEANT HENRY AXE, 2ND BATTALION 7TH FOOT (ROYAL 
FUSILIERS), IN CIVILIAN LIFE A VETERINARY SURGEON, WHO SAW
SERVICE IN CANADA DURING THE 1866 FENIAN INVASION AT 
PIGEON HILL, ST ARMAND AND BRANTFORD, AND WHO, AFTER 
SERVICE WITH THE 7TH FOOT, ENLISTED INTO THE MILITIA, 

£550 €660.00
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SEEING SERVICE WITH THE 3RD BATTALION WEST YORKSHIRE 
REGIMENT FOR A FURTHER FIFTEEN YEARS, AND FINALLY BEING 
DISCHARGED TO CIVILIAN LIFE AFTER OVER THIRTY-SIX YEARS 
SERVICE WITH THE COLOURS. Canada General Service Medal 1866-70, 1
clasp, Fenian Raid 1866 (officially engraved in sloping serifed capitals: H. 
AXE. 2/7. R. FUS:). Good Very Fine or perhaps a little better.

Regimental number and rank has been erased at start of naming details, but 
enough detail remains to confirm that these originally read: 615 CL. SGT. 

Medal accompanied by 4 pages copied discharge papers, 5 pages copied 
Militia attestation papers, copied extracts from medal rolls (2), original and 
published, copied research re. 7th Foot during the 1866 Fenian Invasion of 
Canada and copied extracts from the 1851, 1891 and 1901 census returns.

Henry Drewitt Axe (1836-1905) was born in Doncaster, Yorkshire. He enlisted
into the 7th Foot at Westminster, Middlesex, on 24/11/1857. At the time of 
enlistment Axe was 21 years of age and gave his trade as that of Veterinary 
Surgeon. Axe was promoted Corporal 12/7/1858, Sergeant 4/1/1859, and 
Colour Sergeant 20/2/1865. Axe was discharged at Netley on 13/5/1879 after 
21 years and 93 days pensionable service with the regular army. At the time of 
discharge he was 42 years and 5 months old, confirmed his trade as that of 
Veterinary Surgeon and gave his intended place of residence as Market Place, 
Doncaster, Yorkshire. Discharge papers confirm that in addition to service at 
home Axe also saw service overseas for a total of 14 years and 271 days, in 
Gibraltar, Malta, America and the East Indies.  Axe was also awarded the 
Army Long Service and Good Conduct Medal with £5 gratuity in 1877. At the 
time of discharge Axe's  conduct was confirmed as "very good" and it was 
noted that he had never been tried by court martial or the civil authorities and 
that he was discharged with a 1st Class Certificate of Education.

Militia attestation papers confirm that 1817 Henry Axe enlisted into the 3rd 
Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment 18/6/1879 with the rank of Sergeant, just 
over one month after being discharged from the 7th Foot. At the time of 
enlistment into the militia Axe was recorded as being 52 years and 6 months 
old. This is clearly a clerical error, Axe actually being 42 years and 6 months 
old at the time. On enlistment into the 3rd Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment, 
Axe confirmed his trade as still being that of Veterinary Surgeon. Axe was 
discharged from the militia on 17/12/1894 after 15 years and 183 days 
pensionable service with the militia, and 36 years and 276 days total 
pensionable service with the colours.

The original medal roll for the Canada General Service Medal confirms that 
the then Colour Sergeant Henry Axe saw service "1866 at Pigeon Hill, St. 
Armand and Brantford, etc." under Lieutenant-Colonel Bowen.

The Fenian Invasion of Canada, June 1866, was undertaken by two bodies of 
men. The left wing under Colonel John O’Neill crossed the American-Ontario 
border on 1st June and captured Fort Erie, Ontario. Following the battle of 
Ridgeway, British and Canadian troops recaptured Fort Erie and drove O’Neill
and his Fenian force back across the United States border. Meanwhile, an 
advance party of the right wing of the Fenian “army” under General Spier, 
some 1,000 strong, crossed the American-Quebec border on 4th June, and 
occupied St Armand, Quebec, and established their headquarters on the nearby
prominence of Pigeon Hill. When promised reinforcements and supplies of 
weapons did not materialise, the Fenians at St Armand and Pigeon Hill became
uneasy, and when a force of British infantry and Canadian militia, including 
the 2/7th Foot, began to close in on their position, General Spier ordered his 
men to abandon their positions and retreat to US territory.
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The following details regarding the operations around St Armand and Pigeon 
Hill are taken from John A. MacDonalds “Troublous times in Canada” (W.S. 
Johnston & Co., Toronto, 1910).

“During the night of the 31st of May a general movement of Fenian troops was
commenced from different towns and cities in the New England States towards
their point of concentration at St. Albans, Vermont. This force was designated 
as the "Right Wing of the Irish Republican Army." and was commanded by 
General Spier, with General Mahon of Boston as his Chief of Staff. By noon of
the 1st of June over 800 men had reported to General Spier, and during the 
following twenty-four hours their number had increased to about 1,800. Like 
their comrades who had assembled at Buffalo they travelled in small squads 
and companies, unarmed, and were reticent as to their intentions while in 
American territory. They quietly scattered about the town in groups and made 
no disorderly demonstrations, as they seemed to be under some sort of military
restraint or orders. Every train that arrived from the east or the south brought 
in fresh contingents, who on arrival received their orders and silently 
distributed themselves among the small towns and villages along the Vermont 
border. For some time previous cases of arms and ammunition had been 
shipped to convenient points where they would be ready for distribution, and 
staff officers were busy looking after this war material and getting everything 
ready for the equipment of the expedition. For a day or two matters looked 
very promising for General Spier. Thirteen thousand troops had been promised
to him by General Sweeny, with an unlimited supply of arms and ammunition, 
and his hopes soared high. But alas for human reckoning! The fates proved 
unkind, as subsequent developments proved. On the 4th of June the Boston 
contingent of Fenians, about 400 in number, arrived at St. Albans, without 
arms. Of this command about 200 were sent to Fairfield, Vermont, a village 
eight miles east of St. Albans, and quite close to the Canadian frontier, where a
column was being mobilized to cross the border. At East Highgate, Vermont, 
the Fenians established a camp and made preparations for an advance into 
Canadian territory from that point. All along the border of Missisquoi County, 
in Quebec, the invaders gathered in groups, companies and regiments, 
awaiting their arms and orders to move. Finally a sufficient force was equipped
to make a forward movement, as the men were getting impatient, and on the 
4th of June General Spier led his advance guard across the frontier into St. 
Armand, where he established his camp and set up his headquarters at Pigeon 
Hill, from the summit of which he flaunted a large green flag. There were 
about 1,000 men in this brigade, which was officered by several old soldiers 
who had achieved distinction in the American Civil War, among whom were 
General Mahon, of the 9th Massachusetts, Colonel Coutri, and others of 
prominence. The only Canadian force in the vicinity of St. Armand was 
composed of three companies of infantry, consisting of nine officers and about 
100 non-commissioned officers and men, the whole being under command of 
Captain W. Carter, of H. M. 16th Regiment. These troops were all raw 
volunteers, who were very deficient in drill or military experience, some of 
whom had never handled a rifle before, but all were willing and anxious to 
contest General Spier's advance, and were brave to a fault. As soon as the 
Fenians appeared in force at St. Armand, Captain Carter hastily withdrew his 
force to the interior, as he said he was under the impression that it was not 
intended that he should bring on an engagement until he was properly 
reinforced, as his command was only an outpost. For his action in retiring so 
early he was severely criticized and reprimanded for his "error in judgment in 
retreating without sufficient reason," while his troops never forgave him for 
what they considered an exhibition of cowardice. The main body of General 
Spier’s forces had advanced about a mile into Canadian territory, and took 
possession of all the houses and barns in the vicinity for their quarters. Their 
scouts and pickets were thrown out three or four miles in advance, and for 
some days they were in complete possession of the country. During this time 
the Fenians conducted themselves in a most lawless manner, robbing and 

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

stealing, and wantonly destroying property. All of the citizens and farmers 
residing in the neighborhood were the victims of pillage, being robbed of 
horses, provisions, valuables, etc., while cattle, sheep, poultry and other live 
stock were confiscated and slaughtered for the use of the raider. As the days 
passed by and the promised arms and reinforcements for General Spier failed 
to materialize, he became restless and disheartened. The United States 
authorities had seized all of the arms and ammunition that could be discovered,
and the fact was forced on the deluded General's mind that if he did not leave 
Canada soon a strong force of British troops would be upon him and annihilate
his command. Moreover, the demoralization of his whole army was becoming 
complete, and both officers and men refused to do duty any longer. Desertions 
were taking place in a wholesale manner, and in several instances Colonels 
marched off with their entire commands and re-crossed the line. He therefore 
convened a Council of War to consider the situation. It was of short duration, 
as the officers were of the unanimous opinion that there was no other course 
left for them but to retrace their steps and give up the idea of invading Canada. 
The reinforcements, arms, provisions and munitions of war that had been so 
liberally promised had failed to reach them, and weakened as they were by 
such wholesale desertions to the rear, it was deemed by old soldiers to be 
nothing but madness to remain where they were, as they would be wholly 
unable with such a small force to make even a decent show of a fight, should 
they happen to be attacked and it was at once determined to give up the 
intended invasion, leave Canada, and head back for the United States. 
Therefore General Spier ordered Colonel Coutri and Colonel O'Connor to form
up their men and march them back to St. Albans to report to General Sweeny. 
Both of these officers were deeply affected as they proceeded to carry out their
orders, as they wanted to stay and fight it out. The men were formed in 
companies, but many went off on their own responsibility, and at 9.30 o'clock 
on the morning of June 9th, all that was left of the grand "Right Wing" were 
marching back across the border to the United States. The men had a few 
rounds of ammunition left in their pouches, and immediately commenced 
firing off their muskets and rifles in a most promiscuous manner. Arms, 
plunder and everything else that the men could carry off with them on their 
retreat were lashed upon their backs or packed in satchels, and quite a number 
of new suits of clothes, hats, shoes and other valuables which they had pilfered
were carried off by them. Several horses were also taken across the line by the 
marauders. Generals Spier and Mahon marched on foot among their retreating 
troops, and were very much downcast. General Spier said that he would rather 
have been shot than have left Canada in the manner he was obliged to, while 
General Mahon wept with rage at the thought of having to abandon the 
invasion. Most of the officers expressed themselves as being ashamed of the 
affair, and would rather never go home. After all their boasting of how easily 
they would capture Canada and set up their visionary Republic, the disgraceful
manner in which the whole campaign terminated, without so much as a slight 
skirmish having taken place, was more than they could bear. There were many 
brave yet deluded men who joined the expedition with a determination to fight,
but the majority of them were "nothing more or less than an armed mob, 
roving about wherever they pleased, robbing the houses and insulting and 
abusing women and children”, as stated by a newspaper correspondent. When 
the retreating raiders reached United States territory they found detachments of
American troops stationed upon all the roads leading to St. Albans, who had 
received instructions to seize all the arms the Fenians might have in their 
possession. As the majority of them had thrown away their muskets, sabres and
ammunition on their retreat, there was not much left for the United States 
troops to gather up, but what little there was left was promptly seized. Upon 
arrival on the American side of the line General Spier and his staff surrendered
to Colonel Livingston of the United States Army, and were taken to St. Albans 
and placed under heavy bonds to await trial for violation of the neutrality laws.
A portion of Spier's army who were stationed at a point about eight miles from 
St. Armand when the main body of men retreated, were charged upon by 40 
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men of the Montreal Guides, and in the skirmish several Fenians were killed 
and sixteen taken prisoner, who were conveyed to Montreal. There were no 
casualties on the Canadian side. On the night of the 9th of June a train left St. 
Albans for the east with nearly 1,000 Fenians bound for their homes, while 
many others were left skulking around the country in the hope that another raid
would soon be organized, whereby they could have an opportunity of securing 
more booty. On the 22nd of June a small party of these marauders came on a 
reconnoitring expedition to Pigeon Hill, and on arriving at the outpost began 
firing at the Richelieu Light Infantry sentinel who was stationed there. They 
were in a thick bush off the road, leading across the lines to Franklin County. 
As soon as they were perceived, the Canadian detachment made an endeavour 
to get between the Fenians and American territory, for the purpose of 
intercepting their retreat. But the Fenians fled through a swamp and managed 
to effect their escape. About twenty shots were fired, but without effect. This 
was the last episode of the Pigeon Hill affair, and in another week peace and 
quietness again prevailed along the Vermont border.“

Brantford, where Axe served after St Armand and Pigeon Hill, was one of the 
towns in which captured Fenian prisoners were held prior to being transferred 
for trial to Montreal.

BS3568 PRIVATE J. DAIGLE, THE SAINT HYACINTHE PROVISIONAL 
BATTALION. Canada General Service Medal 1866-70, 1 clasp, Fenian Raid 
1870 (officially impressed in Canadian style upper and lower case letters: Pte. 
J. Daigle St. Hyacinthe Prov. Bn.). Several scattered edge nicks and bruises, 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

Private Daigle is not listed in the official published roll of recipients of the 
Canada General Service Medal, which lists a total of 9 medals to the St 
Hyacinthe Provisional Battalion (7 originals and 2 late issues), all of the listed 
medals with Fenian Raid 1870 clasp. However, the naming on this medal is 
perfectly correct and in the style of an original issue medal. A scarce award to 
this small unit.

The town of St Hyacinthe is located in Quebec province approximately 30 
miles east of Montreal and some 60 miles north of the Canada-US border.

£450 €540.00

BS3464 THE CANADA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL TO PRIVATE H. CHURCH, 
30TH (CAMBRIDGESHIRE) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION THE EAST LANCASHIRE REGIMENT), WHO SAW 
SERVICE AT CORNWALL, ONTARIO, DURING THE 1866 FENIAN 
INVASION OF CANADA. Canada General Service Medal, 1 clasp, Fenian 
Raid 1866 (officially impressed in a combination of plain block capitals and 
lower case italics: Pte. H. CHURCH 30th. REGIMENT.). The word Regiment 
in naming details originally struck up in error to read "REGMMENT", the 
letter "M" double struck, but subsequently officially corrected by removing 
part of the details of the first letter "M" so as to read "REGIMENT", otherwise 
a few scattered edge nicks and bruises, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied regimental pay lists for the periods 
covering Henry Church's enlistment into and discharge from the 30th Foot, 
copy original medal roll, along with copied extracts from the 1851 and 1911 
census returns, the Regimental History and Captain John A. McDonald's 
"Troublous Times in Canada (W.S. Johnston & Co., Toronto, 1910). 

Private Henry Church is not listed on the published medal roll, which records a
total of 99 medals and clasps to the 30th Foot (17 officers and 82 other ranks, 4
of the medals awarded to other ranks being late issues). Private Church is, 
however, recorded on the original medal roll, and research accompanying 
medal confirms Church as having served in Canada during the qualifying 

£450 €540.00
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period with the Regimental Depot at Quebec and in the field at Cornwall under
Colonel Pakenham of the 30th Foot. Private Church's Canada General Service 
Medal was awarded in 1913 and is thus a previously unrecorded late issue, 
revising upward the total number of medals awarded to the regiment to 100.

Henry Church is recorded in the 1851 census as a 13 year old agricultural 
labourer, born in Christchurch, Isle of Wight, the son of  43 year old James 
Church, also an agricultural labourer. He enlisted into the 30th Foot 0n 
20/10/1866 and was discharged from the 30th Foot at Chatham on 15/11/1856.
Henry Church is recorded in the 1911 census as being a 73 year old general 
labourer born Rookley, Isle of Wight, and then resident in the Isle of Wight 
Union Workhouse, Parkhurst (the different places of birth given in the 1851 
and 1911 censuses can be explained by the fact that Rookley and Christchurch 
are only about 15 miles apart and so for census purposes are essentially the 
same place). The medal roll records Henry Church's Canada General Service 
Medal as having bene sent to him at the Parkhurst Infirmary at Newport, Isle 
of Wight, on 20/6/1913, with a receipt for same being returned on 1/7/1913.

Initially it was thought that Cornwall, Ontario, was to be one of the first towns 
to be attacked in Canada by the invading Fenians, by a force under the 
command of General W.T. Sweeny, an officer who had seen service in the 
American Civil War in the Union army and who was the Fenian Council's 
"Secretary of War". The following description of events in Cornwall at the 
time of the invasion is taken from "Troublous Times in Canada".

"At Cornwall the situation was exceedingly serious, as it was known that 
General Sweeny had particular designs on that place and was making every 
preparation to deliver an attack. The possession of the canals was one of his 
chief desires and to ward of such an attempt a strong force was quickly 
mobilized at this point of danger. On the 2nd of June a public meeting of 
citizens was called and a committee appointed to act in concert with the 
military commandant in putting the town in a thorough state of defence. A 
patrol was established for ten miles up and down the river by the local 
companies, and navigation on the river and through the canal was stopped. 
Early on the 3rd of June troops began arriving from different points, and by the
following morning over 2,000 had been assembled under the command of Col.
T. H. Pakenham of H.M. 30th Regiment. The force which was mustered at 
Cornwall was composed of the 14th (Kingston) Battalion, the 25th Regiment 
(King's Own Borderers), the 11th Argenteuil Rangers, a portion of H.M. 30th 
Regiment, one division of the Ottawa Field Battery, the 6th Hochelaga Light 
Infantry, two companies of Ottawa Rifles and two Cornwall companies."

The following additional description of the events at Cornwall, Ontario, is 
taken from the Regimental History of the 30th Foot.

"On June 1st, 1866, news reached Montreal that a band of Fenians had crossed
the Niagara River and seized Fort Erie. All regiments in the garrison were 
ordered to be ready to move at the shortest notice and the following evening 
Colonel Pakenham was ordered to proceed with 200 men by rail to Cornwall, 
forty miles above Montreal, to protect the communications by river, canal and 
rail between Upper and Lower Canada. In half an hour Colonel Pakenham was
ready and the following morning he was at Cornwall. On the afternoon of that 
day he was joined by the remainder of the regiment, except 10 Company 
which was at Chambly for musketry and was incorporated with a field force 
based on St. Johns. The field force assembled at Cornwall under Colonel 
Pakenham consisted of the 30th, Headquarters wing of the 25th, a wing of the 
47th, Grey Battery R.A., a half battery Ottawa Artillery, two very smart 
battalions of Upper Canadian troops, the local volunteers, and the Argenteuil 
Rangers (The Gentiles), physically one of the finest regiments which ever wore
a red coat, they came from the lumber camps north of Ottawa. The duties were 
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patrolling the St Lawrence and finding pickets to protect the canal and railway.
Owing to the decided action of the United States Government the trouble with 
the Fenians quickly died away and the force was reduced. The 30th returned to
Molson Barracks, Montreal on June 22nd at the Cornwall Railway Station the 
Mayor and Town Council with many of the citizens, and the council of the 
United Counties of Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry had met the regiment and
requested Colonel Pakenham to receive and address expressing the thanks of 
the district for the good conduct of the regiment while quartered there."

BS3425 THE CANADA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL WITH FENIAN RAID 1866 
CLASP TO ENSIGN (LATER LIEUTENANT) C.H. MOORE, THE ROYAL 
CANADIAN RIFLE REGIMENT (ROYAL CANADIAN RIFLES), WHO 
SAW SERVICE AT FORT ERIE, THE SCENE OF SOME OF THE 
HEAVIEST FIGHTING DURING THE FENIAN INVASION OF CANADA 
IN JUNE 1866. Canada General Service Medal 1866, 1 clasp, Fenian Raid 
1866 (officially impressed in plain block capitals: ENS: C.H. MOORE, R. C. 
RIFLES). Suspender a little slack, otherwise attractively toned, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by extracts from London Gazettes of the period, officer's 
service paper details, medal rolls (original and published) and extract from 
1901 census, along with copied research re. the Royal Canadian Rifle 
Regiment of 1840-1870 and copied extracts from Captain John A. 
MacDonald's "Troublous Times in Canada" (WS Johnston & Co., Toronto, 
1910), re the action at Fort Erie, 2/6/1866 and its aftermath.

Charles Hinton Moore was born in Wimborne St. Giles, Dorset, England. He 
was commissioned Ensign (by purchase), 11th (North Devonshire) Regiment 
(the post 1880 Devonshire Regiment), 27/9/1861. Moore transferred to the 
Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment on 16/1/1863 with the rank of Ensign and was 
promoted Lieutenant (by purchase) 13/6/1868. Moore was placed on half pay 
on 2/10/1870 and retired by the sale of his commission on 26/2/1873. The 
1901 census gives his home address as Cookham, Berkshire, and records him 
as a 59 year old retired officer of infantry, living with his wife Caroline (born 
India) and three servants.

Medal and clasp confirmed on original medal roll (dated 1903), which gives 
Moore's then address as Knebworth Rectory, Stevenage, Hertfordshire. 
Published medal roll states 123 Fenian Raid 1866 clasps to the Royal Canadian
Rifle Regiment (122 original issues and 1 late issue, 11 officers and 111 other 
ranks with original issues and 1 other rank with late issue medal).

The original medal roll confirms that the then Ensign Moore saw service "at 
Fort Erie in 1866 at time of troubles, also at Kingston".

On 1st June 1866, a Fenian force some 1,000 strong crossed the American-
Ontario border and occupied Fort Erie. As a result, British army and Canadian 
militia units throughout the Niagara peninsula were mobilised. At Port 
Colborne, a detachment of British and Canadian soldiers and militia 
approximately 80 strong, under Lieutenant-Colonel John Dennis,  boarded the 
tug-boat "WT Robb" and headed for Fort Erie. By the time Lieutenant-Colonel
Dennis and his force landed at Fort Erie the Fenians under O'Neill had moved 
on and were engaged in the battle of Ridgeway. Following the battle, O'Neill 
and his Fenians fell back on Fort Erie, where a fierce fire-fight ensued, during 
which the British-Canadian force defending Fort Erie was over-run. During the
battle, the commanding officer of the British-Canadian forces ran away on 
foot, hid in a house, discarded his uniform and shaved off his sideburn 
whiskers, with a view to evading the Fenians. By this stage, British and 
Canadian forces from throughout the Niagara peninsula were converging on 

£1250 €1500.00
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Fort Erie, and O'Neill and the force under him promptly withdrew across the 
American-Ontario border.

Following the disastrous action at Fort Erie the garrison's commanding officer, 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Stoughton Dennis, was court-martialed for deserting his 
men. Dennis was eventually acquitted by a majority vote of two of the three 
officers serving on the court-martial panel. Apparently, except for the verdict, 
the proceedings of the Dennis enquiry were not immediately released, not even
a year later, when members of the Canadian parliament demanded to see 
transcripts of the testimony. The original transcripts are, however, available 
today in the Canadian archives at Ottowa.

The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment was a regular unit of the British Army, 
raised in 1840, with headquarters initially at Toronto and from 1855 at 
Kinston, Ontario. It was disbanded in 1870. The regiment, which had an 
authorised strength of ten companies, comprising 1,078 other ranks, served 
exclusively in Canada and had two unusual features. Firstly, it was a Veterans 
Battalion. All of its members were veterans with previous service with other 
regiments of the British Army. Secondly, it was a rifle regiment rather than a 
regular infantry regiment. This meant that, rather than being equipped with 
smooth bore muskets, it was equipped with rifles and was trained for 
deployment as a skirmishing unit in battle. 

The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment was recruited exclusively from the ranks 
of veteran soldiers in an attempt to confront the perennial problem of 
desertion. Canada, being in close proximity to the United States, had a long 
term problem with military desertion. British soldiers, underpaid and 
overworked, were often tempted to desert to the United States, with its high 
wages, and safe in the knowledge that they would not be extradited by the 
American government. Veterans were recruited in the belief that they would be
less likely to desert. As an additional inducement, recruits to the regiment were
promised grants of free land on completion of their term of service and 
retirement from the army. The regiment saw service, mainly in company 
strength detachments, at isolated posts, principally along the frontier with the 
USA, from St John's, Newfoundland, in the east, to Winnipeg, Manitoba, in the
west. One of the more remote posts the the Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment 
saw service at was Fort Garry on the Red River in Manitoba. In the mid 19th 
century the overland route to Fort Garry was so difficult that the fort was 
served by means of a lengthy and arduous sea voyage via Hudson's Bay. The 
Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment was disbanded at Kingston, Ontario, on 
30/9/1870, as part of the withdrawal of the British Army from Canada 
following the granting of Canadian home rule and the establishment of the 
Confederation of Canada on 1/7/1867 (Lieutenant Moore was placed on half 
pay 2/10/1870, two days after the disbandment of the Royal Canadian Rifles).

BS3243 PRIVATE W. MEAD, 23RD BATTALION. Canada General Service Medal 
1866-70, 1 clasp, Fenian Raid 1866, officially impressed (Private, 23rd 
Battalion). Original ribbon, gilt top pin suspender, attractive old dark tone, 
otherwise Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts from medal rolls (original and 
published), the original roll confirming that Private William Mead was from 
Wallaceburg, Ontario and that his medal was sent to him on 19/5/1915 (receipt 
dated 28/5/1915). Published roll confirms Mead's medal as a late issue, 
awarded on 19/5/1915. Only 5 Fenian Raid 1866 clasps to the 23rd Battalion 
(4 original issues plus Mead's late issue). The battalion also received 22 clasps 
for the 1870 Fenian Raid (18 original awards and 4 late issues).

£480 €576.00

BS3228 PRIVATE A. BOWIE, COLLINGWOOD RIFLE COMPANY. Canada General
Service Medal 1866-70, 1 clasp, Fenian Raid 1866 (officially impressed in 
italics: Pte. A. Bowie, Collingwood R. Co.). Extremely Fine.

£325 €390.00
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Medal accompanied by copied extracts from medal rolls (2), original and 
published. The published medal roll records a total of only 30 medals with the 
Fenian Raid 1866 clasp to the Collingwood Rifle Company, and lists only one 
man by the name of Bowie as having seen service with the Collingwood Rifle 
Company during the 1866 Fenian invasion of Canada, an Andrew Bowie. The 
original medal roll, however, records two men by the name of Bowie as having
served with the Collingwood Rifle Company in 1866, and both with the initial 
"A", Alexander Bowie and Andrew Bowie. Adding the second recipient by the 
name of Bowie revises upwards the number of medals and clasps issued to the 
Collingwood Rifle Company to 31.

The original roll records Alexander Bowie as seeing service March to 25th 
April 1866 at Port Colborne, and records Andrew Bowie as having seen 
service "9th March 1866 to 25th April 1866 at Port Colborne, attack expected 
about 17th March 1866".

One of the plans hatched by the Fenians in the USA in the spring of 1866 
involved invading Canada and capturing Port Colborne, Ontario, with a view 
to celebrating the Irish national holiday, 17th March, St Patrick's Day, in their 
newly conquered territory. In the event, this plan was not acted on when the 
American Fenians were beset by internal disputes between the various Fenian 
factions, and the 17th March was instead spent prevaricating, politicking and 
partying. Later, when one of the breakaway factions of the American Fenian 
organisation under Colonel John O'Neill actually invaded Ontario, in June 
1866. Port Colborne was the base from which the armed steamer "W.T. Robb" 
set sail for Fort Erie on 2nd June 1866 with the officers and men of the 
Welland Canal Field Battery and the Dunville Naval Brigade aboard. This 
small force, approximately 80 strong, formed the bulk of the defending 
garrison at Fort Erie when it was attacked by 800 Fenians under Colonel John 
O'Neill on 2nd June 1866. Subsequently Port Colborne was a forward base for 
operations mounted to repel the invaders, including the battle of Ridgeway and
recapture of Fort Erie. 

In June 1866 a provisional battalion of Canadian militia, comprising the 
Collingwood, Aurora, Bradford, Derry West and Grahamsville Rifle 
Companies was tasked with guarding the suspension bridge at Clifton on the 
Niagara Falls. The Niagara Falls suspension bridge across the Niagara River, 
at Clifden, some 825 feet wide, was the world's first working railway 
suspension bridge, connecting Niagara Falls, Ontario, to Niagara Falls, New 
York. It had two decks, trains using the upper one and pedestrians and 
carriages the lower one. As such, it would have provided a convenient access 
route had the Fenians decided to attack at that point of the American-Canadian 
border.

BS2928 PRIVATE GEORGE WALKER, RIFLE BRIGADE. Canada General Service 
Medal, 1 clasp, Fenian Raid 1866 (officially impressed in upper and lower case
italics: No. 984 Pte. G. Walker, Rifle Bde.). Extremely Fine.

Medal confirmed on roll. A slightly later issue, awarded on 11th October 1909 
(the medals for this campaign were issued to most recipients in 1899). The 
regimental muster rolls record 984 Private George Walker, 4th Battalion Rifle 
Brigade, as having purchased his discharge in February 1867.

£525 €630.00

BS3310 THE ASHANTEE WAR MEDAL AWARDED TO LIEUTENANT (LATER 
MAJOR) E.B. STEPHENS, ROYAL MARINE LIGHT INFANTRY, HMS 
SIMOOM, WHO COMMANDED OUTPOSTS IN THE INTERIOR 
DURING THE ASHANTEE CAMPAIGN OF 1873-74. Ashantee Medal 1873-
4, no clasp (officially engraved: LT. E.B. STEPHENS. R.M.L.I.H.M.S. 
SIMOON. 73-74.). Note error in spelling of ship's name, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

£1100 €1320.00
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Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers, copied medal roll, 
confirming medal, extract from 1911 census, London Gazette extracts (Major-
General Woolseley's dispatches for the Ashantee campaign, giving details of 
that campaign, along with dispatches from other officers serving under 
Woolseley during the campaign, the various dispatches mentioning the Royal 
Marines from HMS Simoom on numerous occasions) and extract from 1881 
Army List.

Edward Barrington Stephens, born Dublin, Ireland, was first commissioned 
Lieutenant, Royal Marine Light Infantry on 24/6/1868 and promoted Captain, 
1/7/1881 and Major, 24/6/1887. Stephens was placed on the Retired List on 
23/7/1892 and in retirement was appointed Recruiting Staff Officer (2nd class) 
at Hull, 1/7/1895. Whilst resident in Hull, Stephens founded the Hull Scout 
Movement. Major Stephens died on 27/12/1918. On his retirement, Stephens 
commuted £137 of his retired pay of £275 per annum in return for a lump sum 
payment of £1,776.

The then Lieutenant Stephens is confirmed in the history of the Royal Marines 
as having seen service in the interior during the Ashantee campaign training 
native Levies. The 1881 Harts Army List confirms "Stephens served in the first
phase of the Ashantee war and was in command of the outpost camps of 
Abbaye and Napoleon (medal)."

Edward Barrington Stephens is recorded in the 1911 census return as being a 
60 year old Navy pensioner, Major, Royal Marines, resident at 8 Hinderwell 
Street, Hull, with his wife, son, Nassau Barrington Stephens, born Ascension 
Island, 1880, and daughter. 

Major Stephens's son, 2nd Lieutenant Nassau Barrington Stephens, 4th East 
Yorkshire Regiment, attached Machine Gun Corps, died of wounds on 
1/6/1916 at Bailleull.

200 medals to HMS Simoom for the Ashantee campaign, including 7 with 
Coomassie clasp.

HMS Simoom, launched 1849, was an iron screw frigate of 1,980 tons. She 
was converted to a  troop ship in 1852 and saw service in this capacity during 
the Ashantee campaign of 1873-74.

BS2451 ASHANTEE MEDAL 1873-4, NO CLASP, AN OFFICIAL SPECIMEN 
STRIKING, ENGRAVED TO ILLUSTRATE THE STYLE OF NAMING TO 
BE USED FOR BOTH ARMY AND NAVY MEDALS. Officially 
engraved:"R. SUTHERLAND, 71st. :H.M.S. ACTIVE. 73-74". Attractively 
toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

The 71st Foot was not present as a unit during the Ashantee campaign, and I 
can find no trace of an R. Sutherland having served with the regiment during 
the relevant period. I suspect that whoever engraved the specimen naming on 
this medal used the name of someone who was not entitled and a regiment that
was not entitled in order to prevent it being mistaken for a properly issued 
medal. Naming has been corrected between "Sutherland" and 71st, further 
indicating that this was a practice piece of some sort.

£350 €420.00

BS4106 PRIVATE W. DILLON, 1/24TH FOOT (1ST BATTALION SOUTH WALES 
BORDERERS). South Africa Medal 1877-79, one clasp, 1877-78 (officially 
engraved in serifed capitals: 72 Pte. W. DILLON. 1/24TH. FOOT.). Good Very
Fine.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages of copied service papers and copied medal 
roll, confirming medal and clasp. 

£1350 €1620.00
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William Dillon was born in Mullingar, County Westmeath, Ireland. He enlisted
into the 24th Foot at Mullingar on 20/1/1857. At the time of enlistent he was 
18 years of age and gave his trade as brass turner. Dillon never rose above the 
rank of Private and was discharged from the 24th Foot on 4/6/1878 on expiry 
on his second period of limited engagement. At the time of discharge, Dillon's 
conduct whilst with the colours was described as having been "very good". He 
gave his intended place of residence as Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope. In 
addition to service in South Africa, Dillon saw service in India and the 
Mediterranean.

155 1877-8 clasps to the 1/24th Foot and another 51 to teh 2/24th Foot.

Dillon had a lucky escape, being discharged on 4/6/1878, just six months prior 
to the Battle of Isandhlwana, 22/1/1879, when the majority of the officers and 
men of Dillon's former battalion were killed in action.

BS4042 LANCE-CORPORAL J. BENNETT, 57TH (MIDDLESEX) REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 1ST BATTALION MIDDLESEX REGIMENT). South 
Africa Medal 1877-79, 1 clasp, 1879 (officially engraved: 617. Lce. CORPL. 
J. BENNETT 57th. FOOT.). Extremely Fine.

With copied medal roll confirming medal and clasp and additionally noting "to
77 Regiment" subsequent to campaign.

£1100 €1320.00

BS3993 J. BEACHEL, KIMBERLEY HORSE. South Africa Medal 1877-79, 1 clasp, 
1877-8-9, officially renamed, impressed in a style used on medals to Colonial 
units, engraved in block capitals (J. BEACHEL No. 65 KIMBERLEY 
HORSE). Almost Extremely Fine, attractively toned.

No. 65 J. Beachel is not recorded on the published medal roll. Possibly a late 
issue or replacement medal (it is well known that there are genuine medals in 
existence that are not listed on the medal roll).

£450 €540.00

BS3992 SERGEANT J. HALPIN, CAPE MOUNTED RIFLES. South Africa Medal 
1877-79, no clasp, officially renamed in one of the styles seen on medals 
awarded to the Cape Mounted Rifles, engraved in upper and lower case 
sloping letters (No.672 Lce. Sergt J. HALPIN. Cape Mtd Rifles). Good Very 
Fine.

Recipient not recorded on the published medal roll. However, naming appears 
perfectly correct and may be an official late issue or replacement medal (it is 
well known that there are genuine medals that are not recorded on the 
published medal roll)

There is a marriage certificate in the South African Archives for a James 
Halpin, who was born in Ireland in 1868. This man, presumably the son of the 
recipient of this medal, saw service initially as Private J. Halpin, Cape Police, 
being recorded as having received a Cape of Good Hope General Service 
Medal 1880-97 with a Bechuanaland clasp (campaign of 1896-97), later 
serving as 744 Corporal J. Halpin, Cape Police during the Boer War and finally
as Sergeant J. Halpin, Cape Mounted Police, applying for a transfer to the 
Durban Police in 1905.

£250 €300.00

BS4349 PRIVATE E. HERBERT, 2ND BATTALION, 14TH (BUCKINGHAMSHIRE)
REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 1ST & 2ND BATTALIONS THE PRINCE OF
WALES'S OWN WEST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT). Afghan War Medal 
1878-80, no clasp (officially engraved: 2198. Pte. E. HERBERT. 2/14th. 
REGt.). Very Fine to Good Very Fine and with a clean length of original 
ribbon.

£180 €216.00
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Medal accompanied by copied extract medal roll, confirming medal.

BS4318 LANCE CORPORAL (LATER COLOUR SERGEANT) J. MOORE, 81ST 
(LOYAL LINCOLN VOLUNTEERS) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND 
BATTALION THE LOYAL NORTH LANCASHIRE REGIMENT), ALSO 
ENTITLED TO THE KABUL TO KANDAHAR STAR, A UNIQUE AWARD 
TO THE 81ST REGIMENT. Afghan War Medal 1878-80, 3 clasps, Ali Musjid,
Kabul, Kandahar (renamed, contemporary re-engraved naming, in "Gothic" 
style serifed block capitals: 12 BDE: 88 LCE:CORPl. J. MOORE 81 REGt.). 
Contact marked from the Star, and as a result naming  naming details weak in 
places, otherwise Good Fine or perhaps a little better.

There are two entries for Moore on the Afghan War Medal roll for the 81st 
Regiment, one for him as 88 Private and the other as 88 Lance-Corporal, 
which suggests that Moore's Afghan Medal was perhaps originally issued to 
him named as a Private and he had it renamed because he had seen service as a
Lance-Corporal in Afghanistan. Medal roll also confirms that Moore was also 
awarded the Kabul to Kandahar Star, which was issued to the officer 
commanding his battalion for presentation to Moore on 30/1/1883.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages copied service papers and copied medal roll 
extract.

John Moore was born in Swansea and enlisted at Preston on 20/9/1873. At the 
time of enlistment Moore was 18 years old and gave his trade as that of 
forgeman. Moore was promoted Lance-Corporal, 17/3/1876, demoted to 
Private, 8/9/1877, promoted Lance-Corporal again on 12/7/1879, Corporal, 
4/2/1881, Lance-Sergeant, 12/2/1883, Sergeant, 1/9/1884, Colour Sergeant, 
24/8/1885, reverted to Sergeant, 23/10/1888 and was discharged on 17/11/1894
after 21 years and 61 days service with the colours.

Moore was not awarded a Long Service and Good Conduct Medal because he 
had repeatedly infringed military regulations and been confined on at least 5 
occasions: 18/11/1873 (released 20/11/73), 12/3/1874 (released 19/3/1874), 
20/6/874 (released 24/6/1874), 29/10/1874 (released 5/11/1874) and 
16/10/1888 (released 23/10/1888).

Service papers and medal roll confirm Ali Musjid and Kandahar clasps only. 
Medal roll also confirms that Moore was also awarded the Kabul to Kandahar 
Star. Moore's Kandahar clasp and Kabul to Kandahar Star were unique awards 
to the 81st Regiment (British Battles and Medals confirms that Moore's Kabul 
to Kandahar Star was a unique award to the 81st, but spells surnamed 
incorrectly as "Moon").

Since Moore was awarded the Kabul to Kandahar Star he was also presumably
entitled to the Kabul clasp, which was also a unique award to the 81st 
Regiment.

£550 €660.00

BS4218 4TH GOORKHA REGIMENT. AFGHAN WAR MEDAL 1878-80, 3 clasps, 
Ali Musjid, Kabul, Kandahar, officially engraved naming in running script: 
(Sepoy?) Ghurlie (?) 4th Goorkha Reg. Surface contact marks (from the Star?) 
and edge contact marks, partially obscuring naming (as indicated), otherwise 
attractively toned, Good Very Fine and with a length of old ribbon.

Kabul and Kandahar clasps presumably indicate recipient entitled to Kabul to 
Kandahar Star.

The 4th Goorkhas were in the field for over two years during the Afghan 
campaign, and played a prominent role in much of the heaviest fighting, often 
at close quarters and displaying a particular aptitude for clearing parties of 

£485 €582.00
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Afghan snipers from hilltops and heights at the point of the bayonet.

The three clasps on this medal represent the 4th Goorkhas full clasp 
entitlement for the Afghan War.

BS3874 PRIVATE W. SPROULE, 1ST BATTALION 5TH FOOT ( POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION NORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS). Afghan War Medal 
1878-80, no clasp (officially engraved: 2015 Pte. W. SPROULE. 1/5th 
FUSrs.). Scattered rim bruises and nicks, otherwise Very Fine to Good Very 
Fine.

With photocopied medal roll, confirming medal, and photocopied extract from 
Northumberland Fusiliers Discharge Book, which confirms that 2015 Private 
William John Sproule was discharged on 25/9/1882 by purchase.

£175 €210.00

BS3401 THE AFGHAN WAR MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE FREDERICK 
KENNEDY, WHO SAW SERVICE USING THE ASSUMED NAME 
FREDERICK SMALL, WITH THE 81ST (LOYAL LINCOLN 
VOLUNTEERS) REGIMENT (THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION LOYAL 
NORTH LANCASHIRE REGIMENT). Afghan War Medal, 1 clasp, Ali 
Musjid (officially engraved: 1953 Pte. F. SMALL. 81st FOOT.); Small test 
mark to face of bottom edge of clasp, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages of photocopied discharge papers and medal 
roll extract (medal and clasp confirmed on roll).

Discharge papers note that Frederick Small's real name was Frederick 
Kennedy, referring to him as "Frederick Kennedy alias Small". Discharge 
papers also confirm that he was discharged using his assumed name.

Kennedy enlisted into the 81st Regiment at Gosport on 9/12/1872. At time of 
enlistment he was 18 years of age and gave his trade as that of servant. 
Kennedy saw service exclusively with the 81st Regiment and was discharged 
on 20/12/1879 after 7 years and 8 days with the colours. At the time of 
discharge his conduct was described as being "latterly good". At discharge 
Kennedy gave his intended place of residence as Newport. 

Medal roll bears a note to the effect that Kennedy had been "transferred to 
Army Reserve", but this has been crossed out and "2nd Bn. Cornwall Lt. Infy."
inserted in its place. This may have been the original intention for Small, but it 
is clear from his discharge papers that he left the army in 1879 without going 
on to see service with the Cornwall Light Infantry.

£250 €300.00

BS2934 PRIVATE P. TARPE, 1ST BATTALION 18TH FOOT (ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT). Afghan War Medal, no clasp (officially engraved: 69, B/2328, 
Pte. P. TARPE, 1/18th. REGt.). Good Very Fine.

£200 €240.00

BS2929 PRIVATE J. HICKEY, 1st BATTALION 18TH FOOT (THE POST 1880 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT). Afghan War Medal, no clasp 
(officially engraved: 69B/908. Pte. J. HICKEY. 1/18th. REGt.). Attractive old 
dark tone, with a length of original silk ribbon, Extremely Fine.

£210 €252.00

BS2797 LANCE CORPORAL E. KEEN, 67TH (SOUTHHAMPSHIRE) REGIMENT 
(THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION ROYAL HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT). 
Afghan War Medal 1878-80, 2 clasps, Charaisia, Kabul (officially engraved: 
1912. Lce. CORPL. E. KEEN. 67th. FOOT). Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll confirming medal 
and clasps, which additionally notes that Lance Corporal Keen was "since 
deceased", and 8 photocopied pages from the regimental history, detailing the 
regiment's service in Afghanistan.

£450 €540.00

BS2647 PRIVATE J. WARD, 2ND BATTALION 8TH (THE KING'S LIVERPOOL) £185 €222.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

REGIMENT. Afghan War Medal 1878-80, no clasp (officially engraved: 550 
PTE. J. (E.) WARD. 2/8TH. REGT.). Two small  corrections to naming, the 
initial "E" erased from before surname, as indicated, and the battalion and 
regimental designation "2/8TH" officially corrected, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming medal, and also 
confirming full name as James E. Ward.

BS2356 PRIVATE W. DENNOTT, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
Afghan War Medal 1878-80, no clasp (officially engraved: 2061 Pte. W. 
DENNOTT. 1/18th. REGt.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

£225 €270.00

BS4228 KABUL TO KANDAHAR STAR, engraved naming: "No. 263: 84th. FOOT". 
Good Very Fine and with a length of original cotton ribbon.

The 84th Foot (the post 1880 2nd Battalion York & Lancaster Regiment) was 
not present as a unit during the Afghan campaign of 1878-80.

Kabul to Kandahar Stars to British army units are usually found with 
impressed naming, whereas those awarded to Indian units are usually found 
with engraved naming.

The medal is genuine and the naming is original (not renamed) and so perhaps 
a late issue or replacement medal to a stray man from the 84th.

£180 €216.00

BS4380 PRIVATE W.C. LEWIS, ROYAL MARINES. Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated 
reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved in sloping serifed capital 
letters: W.C. LEWIS. Pte. R.M.). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract medal roll, confirming medal and clasp, 
that Lewis saw service at Tel-el-Kebir in the Royal Marine Batallion and that 
medal was sent to his father, W.W. Lewis as his legal representative.

£340 €408.00

BS4135 PRIVATE F. THORNTON, ROYAL MARINE LIGHT INFANTRY. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 2 clasps, Suakin 1885, Tofrek (officially 
impressed: F. THORNTON PTE. R.M.L.I.). Couple of minor rim bruises, 
otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Group accompanied by 5 pages of copied service papers and copied medal roll
confirming medal and clasps. 

Frederick Thornton was born in the parish of Ferry Compton, Kington, 
Warwickshire. He enlisted into the Royal Marines at Reading on 25/10/1873. 
At the time of enlistment he was 19 years old and gave his trade as that of 
labourer. Thornton volunteered to extend his service in 1885 and was 
eventually discharged, having never risen above the rank of Private, on 
21/6/1899. Service papers confirm service afloat and with the Royal Marine 
Battalion, in South Africa, 1/1/1879 to 3/6/1879 (from HMS Boadicea) and in 
Egypt, 17/4/1884 to 15/9/1884. Although he served in South Africa, he does 
not appear to have received a medal for that campaign

£465 €558.00

BS2627 PRIVATE T. BLADES, ROYAL MARINES. Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated 
reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved: T. BLADES. Pte. R.M.). 
Attempted erasure of initial and surname, but all letters and punctuation still 
clearly visible, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£280 €336.00

BS4414 PRIVATE J. VERNER, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 
Egypt Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, El-Teb (officially engraved: 
1564. Pte. J. VERNER. 2/R. IR: FUSrs.). Couple of minor contact marks on 
Queen's cheek, otherwise Extremely Fine, virtually as struck and the naming 
details in the same style and manner as seen on the Ashantee Medal 1873-74, 

£850 €1020.00
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with the original niello blackening to the letters and numerals in naming still 
intact and scarce as such.

El-Teb rare as a single clasp to the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers.

Medal accompanied by copied one-page application for a Special Campaign 
Pension dated 31/8/1916, giving biographical and service details, copied 
extract medal roll, confirming medal with single clasp El-Teb, extract 
regimental history and transcript of British Army Worldwide Index 1871.

James Verner was born in Tartaraghan, Co. Armagh, circa 1851. He enlisted 
into the Royal Irish Fusiliers on 20/8/1869 and is recorded in the 1871 British 
Army Worldwide Index as 1564 Private, serving with the 89th (Princess 
Victoria's) Regiment (the post 1880 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers), at 
Cannanore, India. After seeing service in the Sudan with the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Irish Fusiliers in 1884, including the battle of El Teb, 29/2/1884, Verner 
was discharged "free" at his own request in June 1884, having served a total of
14 years and 10 months with the colours with one month disallowed, 
presumably for misbehaviour, with the result no Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal awarded. Verner was presumably invalided after the battle of 
El Teb, the medal roll for the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers for the Sudan 
Campaign of 1884, dated Portsmouth, July 1884, records Verner as then being 
at the Regimental Depot in Armagh. In addition to service at home, Verner saw
service abroad for 13 years and 4 months in India and 1 year in Egypt. 

Pension application of 1916 confirms that, at the time of the application for a 
Special Campaigns Pension, under the terms of Article 1170 of the Royal Pay 
and Pensions Warrant, Verner was then not receiving any other pension for 
military service and his wife had no earnings, but he was receiving 7 shillings 
a week from his daughter. Verner's application was successful and he was 
granted a Special Campaigns Pension of 10 pence per day from 31/8/1916. At 
the time of making the 1916 pension application Verner was resident at 16 
Wilson Street, Portadown, and gave his trade as labourer.

Only 20 El-Teb clasps to the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers, 1 officer and 
19 other ranks. 

Roland Brinckman's regimental history "Historical Record of the Eighty-Ninth
Princess Victoria's Regiment" records the 89th as having sustained 9 casualties
at the battle of El Teb; Quartermaster Watkins, Sergeant Stubbington and 7 
other ranks.

Tartaraghan is a small village in county Armagh, currently located within the 
boundaries of Craigavon Borough Council. It had a population of 90 people at 
the time of the 2001 census.

BS4406 PRIVATE M. WATT, 5TH ROYAL IRISH LANCERS. Egypt Medal 1882-89, 
undated reverse, 1 clasp, Suakin 1885 (officially engraved: 1800 Pte. M. 
WATT. 5th. LANCERS.). Some light surface pitting from the Star, otherwise 
Good Very Fine and mounted court style for display.

Medal accompanied by medal roll extract confirming medal and clasp and that 
Watt was serving "with regiment" when the medal roll was compiled at 
Brighton in September 1885.

Only two squadrons of the 5th Lancers (approximately 200 officers and men) 
present during the Suakin campaign of 1885, including the battle of Hasheen, 
20/3/1855.

During the Suakin campaign of 1885 the two squadrons of the 5th Lancers 

£575 €690.00
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took part in the advance from Suakin to Hasheen, taking part in the action at 
Hasheen, a significant defeat for a much superior Dervish force. The troops 
taking part in the advance to Hasheen doing so in a defensive open square, 
with the cavalry, including the 5th Lancers, advancing in open formation in 
front of the square, scouting and skirmishing, the 5th Royal Irish Lancers 
taking part in a charge against a far superior force of Dervishes. The following 
description of that charge, commanded by Major Harvey, is taken from the 
regimental history:

"On the extreme right rear of the British force the 5th Lancers now got their 
opportunity.  A number of the enemy tried to break through in the direction of 
the redoubts which the 70th were constructing, and Major Harvey charged the 
Arabs on the flank, going right through them, and then, wheeling about riding 
them down a second time. The Arabs practised their usual tactics, and lay flat 
on the ground when they saw the Lancers approaching, doing their best to 
hamstring the horses as they passed. But on this occasion they had the Queen 
of weapons to reckon with, and the lance put an end to many a Mahdist before 
he could put his plan into execution. The leader of this dashing charge was 
himself wounded by one of the lances of the Bengal Cavalry, with which an 
Arab had armed himself. Kneeling on the ground, the fellow kept himself in 
front of Harvey, who was somewhat perplexed to know what he was going to 
do, so he went straight at him with his drawn sword. The Arab suddenly 
jumped on one side, and as Harvey passed him, endeavoured to run him 
through with the lance. So quick was the Arab, that the sword was too late to 
parry the point, and the spear was lodged deeply in the rider's thigh, so deeply 
indeed, as to wrench it from the Arab's grasp. With the bridle in one hand and 
his sword in the other, there was no possibility of Harvey withdrawing the 
lance, which caught in a bush and nearly unhorsed the gallant major. Another 
officer of the Fifth laid four of the enemy low before he emptied his revolver, 
and such execution did the lancers do, that only seven of the enemy made their
escape. The casualties amongst the Fifth were, Troop Sergeant-Major Nicholls 
and four men killed, Major Harvey and seven men wounded."

An Egypt Medal 1882-89 with 2 clasps, Suakin 1885 and Tofrek to a Private in
the 5th Lancers was sold at a Noonan's auction on 9/11/2022 (lot 60). That 
medal sold for a hammer price of £480 (£640 including fees, etc). 

BS4346 PRIVATE J. RUSSELL, 5TH ROYAL IRISH LANCERS. Egypt Medal 1882-
89, 2 clasps, Suakin 1885, Tofrek (officially engraved:2347 Pte. J. RUSSELL. 
5th. LANCERS.). Good Very Fine.

British Battles and Medals states 102 Suakin 1885 and 102 Tofrek clasps to the
5th Lancers, but the actual medal roll indicates that this is incorrect, with 
considerably more Suakin 1885 clasps being awarded to officers and men of 
the regiment than for the action at Tofrek (only one squadron from the 
regiment present at Tofrek and only 102 clasps awarded).

Medal accompanied by 7 pages of service papers and copied extract medal 
roll, confirming medal and clasps.

John Russell was born in Basingstoke, Hampshire. He enlisted into the 5th 
Lancers at Woolwich on 11/6/1880. At the time of enlistment he was 19 years 
and 11 months old and gave his trade as that of gardener. Russell never rose 
above the rank of Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 10/6/1888 and 
was discharged on 10/6/1892. In addition to service at home, Russell saw 
service in Sudan 20/2/1885 to 27/6/1885.

At Suakin the 5th Lancers took part in a charge against a superior force of 
Dervishes. The following description of that charge is taken from the 

£625 €750.00
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regimental history:

"On the extreme right rear of the British force the 5th Lancers now got their 
opportunity.  A number of the enemy tried to break through in the direction of 
the redoubts which the 70th were constructing, and Major Harvey charged the 
Arabs on the flank, going right through them, and then, wheeling about riding 
them down a second time. The Arabs practised their usual tactics, and lay flat 
on the ground when they saw the Lancers approaching, doing their best to 
hamstring the horses as they passed. But on this occasion they had the Queen 
of weapons to reckon with, and the lance put an end to many a Mahdist before 
he could put his plan into execution. The leader of this dashing charge was 
himself wounded by one of the lances of the Bengal Cavalry, with which an 
Arab had armed himself. Kneeling on the ground, the fellow kept himself in 
front of Harvey, who was somewhat perplexed to know what he was going to 
do, so he went straight at him with his drawn sword. The Arab suddenly 
jumped on one side, and as Harvey passed him, endeavoured to run him 
through with the lance. So quick was the Arab, that the sword was too late to 
parry the point, and the spear was lodged deeply in the rider's thigh, so deeply 
indeed, as to wrench it from the Arab's grasp. With the bridle in one hand and 
his sword in the other, there was no possibility of Harvey withdrawing the 
lance, which caught in a bush and nearly unhorsed the gallant major. Another 
officer of the Fifth laid four of the enemy low before he emptied his revolver, 
and such execution did the lancers do, that only seven of the enemy made their
escape. The casualties amongst the Fifth were, Troop Sergeant-Major Nicholls 
and four men killed, Major Harvey and seven men wounded."

An Egypt Medal 1882-89 with 2 clasps, Suakin 1885 and Tofrek to a Private in
the 5th Lancers was sold at a Noonan's auction on 9/11/2022 (lot 60). That 
medal sold for a hammer price of £480 (£640 including fees, etc). 

BS4194 THE EGYPT MEDAL 1882-89 AWARDED TO PRIVATE WILLIAM 
SMITH, 5TH DRAGOON GUARDS, WHO APPARENTLY, AFTER SEEING
SERVICE IN EGYPT IN SEPTEMBER 1882 WITH ANOTHER 
REGIMENT, ENLISTED INTO THE 5TH DRAGOON GUARDS ON 
23/11/1882. SMIGH RE-ENLISTED DURING THE BOER WAR, WHEN HE
SAW SERVICE WITH THE 7TH DRAGOON GUARDS. Egypt Medal 1882-
89, "1882" dated reverse, 3 clasps, The Nile 1884-85, Abu Klea, Tel-el-Kebir 
(officially renamed, engraved in sloping capitals: 2332 PTE. W. SMITH. 5th. 
D. GS). Clasps listed in order fitted, lugs removed from top clasp, hence 
reason for fitting out of order, light overall contact marking from the Star, 
otherwise Very Fine to Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 9 pages of copied service papers (5 pages 1882 
enlistment and 4 pages Boer War re-enlistment 1900), and copied medal roll 
extract, confirming Nile and Abu Klea clasps.

William Smith was born in the parish of St Phillips, Bristol, Gloucestershire. 
He enlisted into the 5th Dragoon Guards at Birkenhead on 23/11/1882 and 
joined the regiment at York on 25/11/1882. At the time of enlistment he was 24
years old and gave his trade as that of labourer and stated that he had never 
previously seen service with the British armed forces. Smith never rose above 
the rank of Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 23/11/1889 and was 
discharged on 22/11/1894. Service papers give his next of kin as his father, 
Joseph (Bristol).

Following the outbreak of the Boer War, Smith re-enlisted for one year into the
7th Dragoon Guards at Bristol, on 20/4/1900. On enlistment he gave his age as
41 years and one month, again gave his trade as labourer, and confirmed that 
he had previously seen service with the 5th Dragoon Guards (time expired). 

£650 €780.00
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During his second period of service Smith was promoted Sergeant and was 
discharged on 19/4/1901 on the termination of his period of engagement. Boer 
War service papers give his next of kin as his brother, Edward Smith of 14 
Clarke Place, West Street, Bristol. Smith saw service exclusively at home 
during the Boer War and as a result was not awarded any medal for that 
campaign.

William Smith's 5th Dragoon Guards service papers note that on 28/6/1887 he 
"claimed the benefit of the Queen's Pardon, having confessed to having made a
wilfully false answer on attestation. Confession dated 28 June 1887. Not liable 
to trial, three years having elapsed since commission of the offence.".

William Smith's medal is similar to many medals awarded to men who saw 
service during the 1882 campaign in Egypt and then went on to see service 
during other campaigns for which clasps were awarded for affixing to their 
Egypt Medal, in that the lugs have been removed from the Tel-el-Kebir clasp 
on issue, with the result that when additional clasps were awarded they had to 
be mounted out of order.

The Tel-el-Kebir clasp on this medal indicates that Smith saw service during 
the 1882 campaign in Egypt, prior to taking part in the Nile campaign of 1884-
85. It is therefore likely that the "false answer" that Smith gave when he 
enlisted at Birkenhead in November 1882 relates to his actually having seen 
service with another regiment prior to enlisting into the 7th Hussars. Smith 
presumably saw service with another regiment during the campaign of 1882 in 
Egypt using an alias. When Smith was subsequently awarded the medal and 
clasps that he was entitled to, Egypt Medal with 1882 reverse and 3 clasps, he 
had the original incorrect naming details erased from the edge of his medal and
had it officially re-engraved with his then correct service number, name and 
the regiment he was then serving with, the 5th Dragoon Guards.

The battle of Tel-el-Kebir took place on 13th September 1882 and Smith 
enlisted into the 5th Dragoon Guards at the port of Birkenhead (just across the 
Mersey from the major port of Liverpool) on 23rd November 1882. This 
would have allowed Smith some two months and 10 days to return from Egypt
to Birkenhead and enlist.

Unfortunately, the original naming details on Smith's Egypt Medal have been 
completely erased, so there does not appear to be any way of using his Egypt 
Medal to identify the alias he used or the regiment he served in during the 
Egypt campaign of 1882.

BS4081 PRIVATE J. FOSTER, 1ST BATTALION YORKSHIRE REGIMENT. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, no clasp (officially engraved: Pte. J. 
FOSTER. 1/YORKS: R.). Attractively toned, light contact marking from the 
star, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll, confirming medal and clasp.

The 1st Battalion Yorkshire Regiment was awarded the Egypt Medal with 
undated reverse for the campaign of 1885 in the Sudan, when the battalion 
took part in the battle of Ginnis, 30/12/1885.

£225 €270.00

BS4080 LIEUTENANT (LATER MAJOR) B. ST. JOHN MUNDY, 5TH ROYAL 
IRISH LANCERS. Egypt Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, Suakin 
1885 (officially engraved in sloping serifed capitals: LIEUT: B. St.J. MUNDY,
5th. LANCERS.). Medal contact marked from the Star, Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, copied extracts from Army Lists 
of the period and copied medal roll confirming medal and clasp.

£985 €1182.00
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Basis St John Mundy (1863-1929) was born in Southsea, Portsmouth, 
4/4/1862, the son of Pierrepont Mundy and Harriet Georgina Tyler. He was 
first commissioned Lieutenant, 1st Dragoon Guards, 2/8/1882, but transferred 
to the 5th Lancers as a Lieutenant on 23/8/1882. He was promoted Captain, 
5th Lancers, 10/8/1887 and subsequently transferred to the 15th Hussars as a 
Captain on 23/7/1890. He was promoted Major, 15th Hussars, 3/4/1897 and 
transferred to the Reserve of Officers (19th Hussars) on the same date. The 
Egypt Medal with Suakin 1885 clasp was Mundy's sole medal entitlement.

Only two squadrons of the 5th Lancers (approximately 200 officers and men) 
present during the Suakin campaign of 1885, including the battle of Hasheen, 
20/3/1855.

During the Suakin campaign of 1885 the two squadrons of the 5th Lancers 
took part in the advance from Suakin to Hasheen, taking part in the action at 
Hasheen, a significant defeat for a much superior Dervish force. The troops 
taking part in the advance to Hasheen doing so in a defensive open square, 
with the cavalry, including the 5th Lancers, advancing in open formation in 
front of the square, scouting and skirmishing, the 5th Royal Irish Lancers 
taking part in a charge against a far superior force of Dervishes. The following 
description of that charge, commanded by Major Harvey, is taken from the 
regimental history:

"On the extreme right rear of the British force the 5th Lancers now got their 
opportunity.  A number of the enemy tried to break through in the direction of 
the redoubts which the 70th were constructing, and Major Harvey charged the 
Arabs on the flank, going right through them, and then, wheeling about riding 
them down a second time. The Arabs practised their usual tactics, and lay flat 
on the ground when they saw the Lancers approaching, doing their best to 
hamstring the horses as they passed. But on this occasion they had the Queen 
of weapons to reckon with, and the lance put an end to many a Mahdist before 
he could put his plan into execution. The leader of this dashing charge was 
himself wounded by one of the lances of the Bengal Cavalry, with which an 
Arab had armed himself. Kneeling on the ground, the fellow kept himself in 
front of Harvey, who was somewhat perplexed to know what he was going to 
do, so he went straight at him with his drawn sword. The Arab suddenly 
jumped on one side, and as Harvey passed him, endeavoured to run him 
through with the lance. So quick was the Arab, that the sword was too late to 
parry the point, and the spear was lodged deeply in the rider's thigh, so deeply 
indeed, as to wrench it from the Arab's grasp. With the bridle in one hand and 
his sword in the other, there was no possibility of Harvey withdrawing the 
lance, which caught in a bush and nearly unhorsed the gallant major. Another 
officer of the Fifth laid four of the enemy low before he emptied his revolver, 
and such execution did the lancers do, that only seven of the enemy made their
escape. The casualties amongst the Fifth were, Troop Sergeant-Major Nicholls 
and four men killed, Major Harvey and seven men wounded."

An Egypt Medal 1882-89 with 2 clasps, Suakin 1885 and Tofrek to a Private in
the 5th Lancers was sold at a Noonan's auction on 9/11/2022 (lot 60). That 
medal sold for a hammer price of £480 (£640 including fees, etc). 

BS3951 PRIVATE W. CROSSLAND, 2ND BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS. 
Egypt Medal 1882-89, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved: 6476. Pte. W.
CROSSLAND. 2/GRENr. Gds.). Overall light pitting from the Star, Almost 
Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 5 pages of copied service papers and copied extracts 
from medal rolls, confirming medal and clasp. Recipient also entitled 
Khedive's Star dated 1882.

£235 €282.00
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Walter Crossland was born in Wakefield, Yorkshire. He enlisted into the 
Grenadier Guards at Doncaster on 25/5/1878. At the time of enlistment he was 
25 years old and gave his trade as that of labourer. Crossland never rose above 
the rank of Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 27/5/1884, and was 
discharged "time expired" on 27/5/1890. Service papers confirm that, in 
addition to service at home, Crossland saw service in Egypt for 106 days from 
31/7/1882 to 13/11/1882. Service papers give his next of kin as his wife, 
Caroline, of 28 South Street, Primrose Hill, Wakefield.

BS3902 PRIVATE J. NEILL, 1ST AND 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT. Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 2 clasps, Tel-el-Kebir, 
Suakin 1885 (officially engraved: 2480 PTE. J. NEILL. 2/R. IR. R.). 
Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, and a rare clasp 
combination to the Royal Irish Regiment, only 15 medals with these two 
clasps being awarded to the regiment.

With photocopied medal roll extracts, confirming medal and clasps. 

Private Neill saw service with the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment during 
the Egyptian campaign of 1882 (awarded and Tel-el-Kebir clasp). He 
subsequently saw service with the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment at 
Suakin in 1885 (awarded Suakin 1885 clasp). 

A rare clasp combination to the Royal Irish Regiment, medal rolls confirm 
only 15 men from the regiment being awarded this clasp combination (plus 
one man whose clasp was forfeited).

Note: British Battles and Medals states 42 Suakin 1885 clasps to the Royal 
Irish Regiment. The original roll, however, lists 54 Royal Irish recipients of 
this clasp, 16 of which recipients had already been awarded the Egypt Medal 
with Tel-el-Kebir clasp. One of these dual clasp recipients, Private Samuel 
M'Crory, subsequently forfeited his Suakin 1885 clasp (returned to mint 
31/8/1887), leaving just 15 men from the regiment with this clasp combination
to their Egypt Medal.

The  medal roll for the 1885 Suakin campaign confirms that all of the 16 men 
from the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment who were awarded the Suakin 
1885 clasp, and who had previously been awarded the Tel el Kebir clasp, had 
been serving with the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment when they earned 
the latter clasp, transferring from the 2nd to the 1st Battalion between 
campaigns (i.e., none of the sixteen Royal Irish Regiment Suakin 1885 
recipients had transferred to the Royal Irish from other regiments, all the men 
being regimental inter-battalion transfers).

£550 €660.00

bs3875 PRIVATE E. BECK, 3RD BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, Suakin 1885, officially engraved 
naming (9202 Private, 3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards). Brooch marks neatly 
removed from reverse at 3 o'clock and 6 o'clock, few minor rim nicks and 
bruises, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from Medal Roll confirming 
medal and clasp.

£175 €210.00

BS3747 PRIVATE F. BURTON, 4TH ROYAL IRISH DRAGOON GUARDS. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir, officially engraved (2627 
Private, 4th Dragoon Guards). Edge nick to obverse rim at 9 o'clock, light 
contact marks from the Star, Good Very Fine.

335 Tel-el-Kebir clasps to the 4th Dragoon Guards.

£350 €420.00

BS3746 LANCE SERGEANT W. CONRAN, 2ND BATTALION DUKE OF 
CORNWALL'S LIGHT INFANTRY. Egypt Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1

£175 €210.00
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clasp, The Nile 1884-85 (officially impressed: 1707 L. SERJT: W. CONRAN. 
2ND. D. OF C. Lt. INFTY:). Late issue, naming impressed in similar style to 
that seen on medals issued for service in the Boer War, light contact marks 
from the Star, Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract medal roll, confirming medal and clasp. 
Medal roll also confirms that Conran was serving with the 2nd Duke of 
Cornwall's Light Infantry whent the roll was drawn up at Cairo on 24/9/1885, 
that his medal was subsequently forfeited, but restored on 10/7/1903.

BS3691 PRIVATE A. SOMERVILLE, 2ND BATTALION SCOTS GUARDS. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, Suakin 1885, officially engraved 
(6109 Private, 2nd Battalion Scots Guards). Scattered light rim nicks and 
surface contact marks, otherwise attractively toned and Good Very Fine or 
better.

With photocopied medal roll extract confirming medal and clasp, and 8 pages 
service papers. 

Alexander Somerville, born Hamilton, Lanarkshire, enlisted into the Scots 
Guards on 25/1/1884. At time of enlistment he was 20 years old and gave his 
trade as mason. Somerville never rose above the rank of Private and was 
discharged on 24/1/1896, after 12 years with the colours, 7 years with the 
regulars and 5 years in the Army Reserve. In addition to service at home, 
papers confirm 138 days in Egypt and 63 days in Cyprus.

£265 €318.00

BS3347 PRIVATE A. COOPER, 1ST BATTALION YORKSHIRE REGIMENT. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, no clasp, officially engraved (2094 Private, 
1st Battalion Yorkshire Regiment). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded for the battle of Ginniss, 30th December 1885, which took place 
outside the village of Ginniss on a bend in the Nile, within sight of the 
pyramids. Prior to the battle the men of the Yorkshire regiment were ordered to
discard their khaki uniforms and put on their red tunics, the regimental history 
recording that this was done "so as to look more formidable in the eyes of the 
Dervishes". This was the last occasion on which British troops fought wearing 
red tunics.

£300 €360.00

BS3312 PRIVATE P. CONLON, 2ND BATTALION YORK AND LANCASTER 
REGIMENT. Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir, 
officially engraved (1691 Private, 2nd Battalion York & Lancaster Regiment). 
Couple of small bruises to reverse rim at 5 o'clock, contact marked from the 
Star, otherwise Good Very Fine.

The 2nd York & Lancaster Regiment were stationed at the Curragh, Co. 
Kildare, Ireland, when they received orders to embark for Egypt. The battalion 
travelled in two special trains for Kingstown (now Dun Laoghaire) via Dublin 
on 5/8/1882, and embarking at Kingstown at 3pm that afternoon. The 
battalion, which had an embarkation strength of 30 officers, 1 Warrant Officer, 
and 677 other ranks, arrived at Alexandria on 17/8/1882. In Egypt the battalion
took part in the action at Tel-el-Maskhuta dam, 24/8/1882 (one man killed, 6 
wounded), the capture of the enemy camp at Mahsama, 25/8/1882 (no 
casualties, 7 krup guns captured, along with many rifles and a large amount of 
stores and railway material), the action at Kassasin, 28/8/1882, where the 
regiment were witness to the famous night-time cavalry charge against the 
retiring enemy guns and infantry (one man killed, 10 wounded) and the battle 
of Tel-el-Kebir, 13/9/1883 (the regimental history gives casualties as 1 man 
killed, 12 wounded, whereas General Wolsely's dispatch of 16/9/1882 noted 
only 12 men from the regiment wounded). The battalion sailed for home on 

£225 €270.00
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24/10/1882, arriving at Portsmouth on 5/11/1882.

BS3311 PRIVATE J. SCOTT, 3RD BATTALION KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS. 
Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved:
8 PTE. J. SCOTT. 3/K.R.RIF: C.). Overall light scattering of contact marks 
from the Star, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Note low regimental number.

£225 €270.00

BS3258 PRIVATE J.A. FAY, 2ND BATTALION YORK AND LANCASTER 
REGIMENT. Egypt Medal, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir, officially 
engraved (28 Private, 2nd York and Lancaster Regiment). Contact marked 
from the Star, Almost Very Fine.

£220 €264.00

BS3242 PRIVATE M. RICHARDS, 1ST BATTALION COLDSTREAM GUARDS. 
Egypt Medal 1882-89, 1 clasp, Suakin 1885, officially engraved (5516 Private,
1st Battalion Coldstream Guards). Medal contact marked from the Star, 
otherwise Almost Very Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS3233 BOMBARDIER/COLLAR MAKER T. MORRISON, C/3 BRIGADE ROYAL
ARTILLERY. Egypt Medal 1882-89, 1 clasp, Tel el Kebir (officially engraved 
12618. BOMB: CR. MKR. T. MORRISON. C/3 (.. .) R.A.). Contact marks to 
rim at 3 o'clock, partially obscuring small section of naming details, as 
indicated, between "C/3" and "R.A.", otherwise attractively toned and Good 
Very Fine.

£220 €264.00

BS3029 DRUMMER R. JACKSON, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir, officially engraved 
(1887 Drummer, 2nd Royal Irish Regiment). Some rim bumps and edge 
bruising, overall pitting from the Star, Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 10 pages of photocopied service papers. Robert 
Jackson was born in Fulham, London and enlisted into the 2nd Battalion Royal
Irish Regiment on 25 June 1878. At the time of enlistment he was 14 years, 10 
months of age and gave his trade as musician. Since he was considerably under
age, Jackson enlisted by “Special Authority” (apparently previously obtained, 
being dated "Horse Guards, War Office, 7 June 1878") specifying that he was 
initially be to trained at the 69th Brigade HQ "as a Drummer or Musician".  He
eventually rose to the rank of corporal, and was discharged on 22 November 
1890.  In addition to service at home, Jackson saw service in Egypt, August 
1882-February 1883; Malta, February-May 1883 and March 1884-January 
1885, and India, January 1885-October 1890. In addition to his Egypt Medal 
with clasp, Jackson was also entitled to the Khedive’s Star, and the India 
General Service Medal with clasp for Hazara 1888.

£280 €336.00

BS3002 SERGEANT W. STUBBINGTON, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH 
FUSILIERS. Egypt Medl 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, El-Teb (officially 
engraved: 1773. SERGT. W. STUBBINGTON. 2/R.IR: FUSRS). Extremely 
Fine.

1773 Sergeant W. Stubbington was wounded in action at El Teb, 29th February
1884. Medal accompanied by photocopy of relevant extract from medal roll, 
which confirms single clasp El Teb, and gives full name as Walter Stubbington.
Roll, dated Portsmouth, July 1884, notes that Stubbington was at Kales Grove, 
Reading, Berkshire, when the roll was compiled, perhaps indicating that his 
wounds were so serious that he had been discharged as a result. El Teb scarce 
as a single clasp. Photocopy of extract from Brinckman's history of the 89th 
Foot "Historical Record of the Eighty Ninth Princess Victoria's Regiment" also
accompanies medal, Brinckman stating only 9 casualties to the Royal Irish 
Fusiliers at El Teb, Quartermaster John Watkins, Sergeant Stubbington, and 7 
rank and file, all of whom were wounded.

£950 €1140.00

BS3001 LIEUTENANT E.H. MULOCK, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH £850 €1020.00
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FUSILIERS. Egypt Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir 
(officially engraved: LIEUT: E. H. MULOCK. 1/R.I.FUS:). Attractively toned,
Almost Extremely Fine.

Edmonds Henry Mulock was first commissioned Lieutenant, 1st Battalion 
Princess Victoria's Royal Irish Fusiliers, 10/5/1882. He was accidentally killed 
in the Murree Hills, India, 31/8/1884. Medal accompanied by photocopied 
extract from Regimental Muster Roll for 30th September 1884, which 
confirms that Lieutenant Mulock died on 31/8/1884 (British Army Lists of the 
period confirm place of death as Khyra Gully, Murree Hills, India, 31/8/1884). 
Hart's Army List 1882 confirms  Lieutenant Mulock as having seen service 
with the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers in the Egyptian war of 1882 and 
that he was present at the battle of Tel-el-Kebir. Photograph of Lieutenant 
Mulock's grave also accompanies medal, the monument comprising a celtic 
cross atop a pedestal, the pedestal inscribed "In Memory of Lieut Edmonds 
Henry Muluck, Royal Irish Fusiliers, who was accidentally killed near 
Chungla Gully, on 31st Augt 1884, aged 22 years - Erected by the Officers of 
the Regt." Medal also accompanied by extract from Khedive's Star medal roll, 
confirming also entitled Khedive's Star 1882.

BS2972 LANCE-CORPORAL  J. COYLE, 1ST BATTALION YORKSHIRE 
REGIMENT. Egypt Medal 1882-9, undated reverse, no clasp (officially 
engraved: 2217 L/CORP: J. COYLE. 1/YORKS: R.). Attractive old dark tone, 
couple small edge nicks to obverse rim at 7 o'clock, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Awarded for the battle of Ginniss, 30th December 1885, which took place 
outside the village of Ginniss on a bend in the Nile, within sight of the 
pyramids. Prior to the battle the men of the Yorkshire regiment were ordered to
discard their khaki uniforms and put on their red tunics, the regimental history 
recording that this was done "so as to look more formidable in the eyes of the 
Dervishes". This was the last occasion on which British troops fought wearing 
red tunics.

£300 €360.00

BS2938 PRIVATE J. RUDDY, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, The Nile 1884-85 (officially 
engraved: 671 Pte. J. RUDDY, 1/Rl. IR: REGt.). Attractive old dark tone, 
Good Very Fine.

£280 €336.00

BS2844 PRIVATE G. SHUTTLE, 7TH DRAGOON GUARDS. Egypt Medal 1882-89, 
1882 reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved: 2227 Pte. G. 
SHUTTLE. 7th. Dn. Gds.). Clasp a good quality contemporary copy, light file 
marks to edge at regimental number (possible attempted erasure?) but all 
numbers still fully legible, Almost Extremely Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS2819 PRIVATE W. BUSSEY, 1ST BATTALION COLDSTREAM GUARDS. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, Suakin 1885 (officially engraved: 
5984. P(te) (W). BUSSEY. 1/ CO(LD)m Gds.). Contact marked from the Star 
to surfaces and rim at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock, partially obscuring naming 
details (as indicated), otherwise Good Fine, with a small length of worn 
original silk ribbon.

£200 €240.00

BS2435 PRIVATE G. HUEBANK, 1ST BATTALION (SCOTS GUARDS?). Egypt 
Medal 1882, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved: 5046 P(TE) G. 
HUEBANK. 1/S(COTS) G(DS)). Contact marked from star, partially 
obliterating naming details (as indicated), otherwise Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from Medal Roll confirming 
medal and clasp, and additionally noting that 5046 Private George Huebank 
was serving with the regiment at the time the roll was drawn up.

£225 €270.00

BS2388 PRIVATE J. LONG, 4TH (ROYAL IRISH) DRAGOON GUARDS. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, dated reverse, 1 clasp, Tel-el-Kebir (officially engraved: 1724 

£350 €420.00
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Pte. J. LONG. 4th. Dn. GDS.). Contact wear on obverse from the Khedive's 
Star, as so often found on medals to cavalrymen, otherwise Very Fine.

BS2038 PRIVATE C. HUMPHRIES, 2ND BATTALION ESSEX REGIMENT. Egypt 
Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, 1 clasp, The Nile 1884-85 (officially 
engraved: 975 Pte., 2/ESSEX.R.). Minor light pitting from the Star, otherwise 
Good Very Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS1986 GUNNER G.F. JACKSON, 6TH BATTERY, 1ST BRIGADE, SCOTTISH 
DIVISION, ROYAL ARTILLERY. Egypt Medal, undated reverse, 1 clasp, 
Suakin 1885 (officially engraved: 20564, GUNr. G.F. J(ACK)SON, 6/1. SCO: 
DIV: R.A.). Plugged hole in rim at 6 o'clock, erasing 3 letters from surname, as
indicated, fields tooled at 6 o'clock on obverse and reverse (medal appears to 
have been in a swivel mount at one stage, but this has now been removed and 
the medal tidied up), couple of indentations to rim at 1 o'clock (test marks?), 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from Medal Roll, confirming 
medal and clasp.

£175 €210.00

BS4176 TROOPER E. RIGBY, 1ST LIFE GUARDS. Egypt Medal 1882-89, undated 
reverse, 2 clasps, The Nile 1885-85, Abu Klea (contemporary engraved 
naming, engraved in upright serifed capitals: TROOPER E. RIGBY No. 492 
1st. LIFE GUARDS.). Attractive old dark tone, Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts 1851 and 1861 census returns, 1871 
British Army Worldwide Index and 6 pages of copied service papers. 

Edward Rigby was born in Birchington, near Margate, Kent, in 1847. He is 
recorded in the 1851 census as the 4 year old foster son of a 40 year old tailor 
by the name of Henry Darby (the census return records Edward Rigby as being
a "nurse child", indicating that he was probably illegimate and that Henry 
Darby was being paid to foster him. By the time of the 1861 census, Edward 
Rigby was no longer living in the Darby household, and it has not been 
possible to trace his whereabouts at the time of the 1861 census. Edward Rigby
enlisted into the 1st Life Guards at London on 22/4/1869 and is recorded in the
1871 British Army Worldwide Census as serving with the 1st Life Guards as a 
trooper at Windsor. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years of age and gave 
his trade as that of labourer. Rigby deserted from the Life Guards on 
10/10/1872. He was subsequently apprehended and tried by court martial, and 
did not return to duty until 1/12/1873, at which point all prior service for the 
purposes of pension was struck from his record. Rigby was discharged from 
the Life Guards on 18/9/1875, after 1 years and 192 days pensionable service 
with the colours, his discharge being granted at his own request and on 
payment of the sum of £30 to secure his discharge.

Although the 1st Life Guards were present at the Nile campaign of 1884-85, 
including the battle of Abu Klea, Edward Rigby had by then been long since 
discharged from the 1st Life Guards and his name does not appear on the 
medal roll for that campaign.

An interesting curiosity. The naming on this medal appears entirely original 
and not doubt Rigby had his own reasons for wanting to wear a medal which 
his service papers and the medal roll clearly indicate he was not entitled to. 
Despite being adopted and probably illegitimate, Rigby had access to 
significant financial resources at the time of his discharge in 1875, the sum of 
£30 being well beyond the means of any normal trooper with only 1 year's 
service behind him. There is obviously a story here and the medal is perhaps 
worthy of further research in this regard.

£365 €438.00

BS5117 PRIVATE T. POLLARD, 2ND BATTALION YORK & LANCASTER 
REGIMENT. Khedive's Star, 1882 (reverse regimentally impressed: Y&L 

£95 €114.00
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1518). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extract, confirming award to 1518 
Private T. Pollard, 2nd Battalion York & Lancaster Regiment. Private Pollard 
was also entitled to the Egypt Medal 1882-85, dated reverse, with the Tel-el-
Kebir clasp.

BS4334 KHEDIVE'S STAR, dated 1882 on obverse, unnamed, as issued. Good 
Very Fine. 

£95 €114.00

BS4333 KHEDIVE'S STAR, undated, one clasp, Tokar (unnamed, as issued). Almost 
Extremely Fine to Extremely Fine, with original black finish virtually intact.

£300 €360.00

BS4312 KHEDIVE'S STAR, 1882 OBVERSE (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine 
to Almost Extremely Fine, an attractive example.

£85 €102.00

BS4134 KHEDIVES STAR 1884-6 unnamed, as issued. £70 €84.00

BS4007 KHEDIVE'S STAR 1882-91, REVERSE OF 1884-6, UNNAMED, AS 
ISSUED. Tip of 8 o'clock point of star blunt from contact with other medals, 
contact marks overall, otherwise generally Very Fine.

£90 €108.00

BS3616 PRIVATE JOSEPH FORD, 2ND BATTALION DUKE OF CORNWALL'S 
LIGHT INFANTRY. Khedive's Star, dated 1884-6, reverse regimentally 
impressed with recipient's service number and initials "726 J.F.". Very Fine to 
Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extracts and 6 pages of copied 
service papers, which confirm recipient of this medal as Private Joseph Ford, 
2nd Battalion Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry.

Joseph Ford was born at Hulme, Manchester. He enlisted into the 2nd 
Battalion Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry on 15/9/1882. At the time of 
enlistment he was 20 years of age and gave his trade as that of baker.  Ford 
never rose above the rank of Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 
21/4/1888, and was discharged from the army on 14/9/1894. Private Ford was 
also entitled to the Egypt Medal 1882-89, undated reverse, with The Nile 
1884-85 clasp. Service papers give his next of kin as his father, Patrick Ford.

£95 €114.00

BS2940 PRIVATE D. EDWARDS,  1ST BATTALION THE GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS. Khedive's Star, 1884 reverse (reverse regimentally 
impressed with recipient's regimental number "1537" and the pre-1880 1st 
Battalion Gordon Highlanders regimental designation,  "75", for 75th Foot). 
Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied medal roll extract confirming recipient as 
1537 Private D. Edwards, 1st Battalion Gordon Highlanders. Recipient also 
entitled undated Egypt Medal with El Teb Tamaai, Suakin 1884 and The Nile 
1884-5 clasps.

£100 €120.00

BS2703 KHEDIVE'S STAR, dated 1884-6. Bottom left corner of star slightly blunt, 
form contact with other medal(s), otherwise Good Very Fine.

£95 €114.00

BS2009 SERGEANT GEORGE MAUKSELOW, 2nd BATTALION SCOTS 
GUARDS. Khedive's Star 1882-19, 1884-6 obverse, (left and right lower rims 
of cross impressed on reverse "2 SG-4741" and reverse additionally scratch 
engraved with regimental number, "4741"). Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll confirming medal 
awarded to 4741 Sergeant George Maukselow (handwriting on medal roll a 
little difficult to read, but I think that the surname reads Maukselow). Recipient

£110 €132.00
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entitled undated Egypt Medal with Suakin 1885 clasp.

BS4329 SAPPER JAMES ABRAHAM, ROYAL ENGINEERS. Khedive's Str 1882-89,
obverse dated1884-86, the front faces of the points of the star with 
contemporary engraved naming, in plain block capitals, with the recipient's 
name and regimental details: SAPPER JAMES ABRAHAM ROYAL 
ENGINEERS; the reverse of the star engraved in similar style with regimental 
number 16479. Back plate of ribbon suspender detached (needs re-soldering in
place), scattered minor contact marks, otherwise Good Very Fine.

16497 Sapper James Abraham, Royal Engineers, not traced on medal roll, and 
no service papers traced.

There are, however, service papers for a 16497 Sapper Albert Leopold Angel, 
Royal Engineers, who is recorded in the 1871 census as having been born in St
Pancras, London, about 1859 and was then living in the parish of St George, 
Bloomsbury. This man enlisted into the Royal Engineers in 1880 and was 
discharged in 1882, prior to the campaign of 1884-6 in Egypt and with no 
indication in his service papers of having seen service in Egypt at any time.

An interesting curiosity, perhaps worthy of further research.

£50 €60.00

BS4175 KHEDIVE'S STAR 1882-91, 1884-6 OBVERSE (Unnamed, as issued). Good 
Very Fine.

£85 €102.00

BS4279 PRIVATE M. HOOSEN PASHAH. British South Africa Company Medal 
1890-97, Rhodesia 1896 reverse (regimentally impressed naming in plain 
block capitals with maltese crossed shaped punctuation marks: + PRIVATE + 
M + HOOSEN + PASHAH +). Scattered edge nicks and rim bruises, small test
mark on obverse below Victoria's bust, suspender slightly slack, otherwise 
Very Fine.

Recipient not traced on published medal roll, but medal is entirely as issued 
and recipient presumably an officer's servant. An extremely rare award to an 
Indian recipient, and thus worthy of further research.

£650 €780.00

BSM206 PRIVATE J. HOWARTH, 1ST BATTALION EAST LANCASHIRE 
REGIMENT. India general service medal 1895-1902, 1  clasp; Relief of 
Chitral 1895 (officially engraved: 3001 Pte. J.  Howarth, 1st. Bn. E. Lanc: 
Regt.). Good Very Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll. 

£190 €228.00

BS4258 THE INDIA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1895 TO COLONEL A.P. 
WODEHOUSE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS 
(LATE 69TH FOOT, THE POST 1880 2ND BATTALION THE WELSH 
REGIMENT), WHO COMMANDED THE 2ND BATTALION ROYAL 
INNISKILLING FUSILIERS DURING THE TIRAH CAMPAIGN OF 1897-
98. India General Service Medal 1895, V.R. type, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 
1897-98, Tirah 1897-98 (officially engraved in running script: Brevet Col: A.P.
Wodehouse. 2d. Bn. Ryl. Innis: Fus:). Official correction to "ehouse" of 
surname, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical and service notes re. Colonel Albert 
Philip Wodehouse and his father, Colonel Philip Wodehouse. 

Colonel Albert Philip Wodehouse, born 1846, son of the Colonel Philip 
Wodehouse, of Powick, near Worcester; educated at Cheltenham College and 
Sandhurst; commissioned 2nd Lieutenant 69th Foot, 4/8/1865; Lieutenant, 
5/5/1869; Captain 12/2/1875; transferred Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 1879; 

£1750 €2100.00
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Major 2/2/1885; Lieutenant-Colonel 1/12/1893; Brevet Colonel 1/12/1897. 
Wodehouse commanded the 2nd Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers during 
the Tirah Campaign, 1897-98, and was engaged in the Bara Valley and the 
occupation of the Khyber Pass. He retired in 1898 and died 5/9/1919. 

Army Lists of the period incorrectly credit Colonel Wodehouse with having 
taken seen service with the 69th Foot in Canada in 1870 during the Fenian 
Invasion and also with having taken part later that year with the Red River 
Expedition. His name does not, however, appear on the medal roll for either 
campaign (original or published). The India General Service Medal with 2 
clasps is his sole medal entitlement.

The biographical notes accompanying the medal also include an amusing letter
from the medal dealer Norman W. Collett, dated 27/2/1986, regarding the 
Waterloo Medal awarded to Colonel A.P. Wodehouse's father, Colonel Philip 
Wodehouse. Apparently, Norman Collett once had the Waterloo Medal 
awarded to Colonel Philip Wodehouse in his own collection, and he notes "The
Waterloo Medal had an interesting pedigree; it was originally purchased from 
another medal dealer who got it from a hippy who was wearing it around his 
neck on a chain! It was remodelled with a suspender and we then obtained it 
Where the hippy got it from, goodness knows, but apparently he didn't know 
what it was until told." Collett adds an interesting note re. Colonel Wodehouse 
senior's service during the Peninsular War "The 15th Hussars history has an 
interesting tale concerning Wodehouse; during the Peninsular War he was 
billetted on a Spanish family when the British were occupying Badajoz 
fortress, and developed a strong interest in the daughter of the family; some 
time later the fortunes of war meant that he was part of the force besieging the 
french in the fortress. Knowing that it was planned to storm the town the next 
day, and fearful of what would happen to his beloved when 10,000 rude British
soldiers began to lay the town waste, he disguised himself as a peasant, scaled 
the walls past the French sentries, found the girl and took her out of the rear 
gate on a donkey as the storming began at the front gate! He had two musket 
balls through his cap but was otherwise unhurt. I wonder if he ended up 
marrying her? If so, Wodehouse would have been half Spanish!"
Provenance: Spink October 1977

BS4122 CORPORAL (LATER LANCE SERGEANT) HARRY TURNER, 2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS. India General Service 
Medal 1895-1902, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 1897-98, Tirah 1897-98 (officially
engraved in running script: 2551 Lce. Corpl. H. Turner 2d. Bn. Ryl. Innis: 
Fus:). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract from medal roll confirming medal and 
clasps and which gives Harry Turner's rank at the time the medal roll was 
drawn up as Lance-Sergeant.

£240 €288.00

BS3851 THE IGS 1895 AWARDED TO PRIVATE C. O'LEARY, 1ST BATTALION 
KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS, WHO WAS A SURVIVOR OF THE 
WRECK OF THE ROYAL INDIAN MARINE SHIP WARREN HASTINGS, 
WRECKED ON THE NIGHT OF 14TH JANUARY 1897. India General 
Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, Relief of Chitral 1895 (engraved in running 
script: 5918 Pte. C. O'Leary 1st. Bn. K.R. Rifles). Official correction to last 2 
digits of regimental number, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

With 4 pages photocopied service papers and photocopied medal rolls for IGS 
1895 and QSA,  confirming O'Leary entitled 1895 India Medal and single 
clasp Relief of Chitral and QSA with clasps Cape Colony, Transvaal, Tugela 
Heights, Relief of Ladysmith and Laing's Nek.

Christopher O'Leary, born in the parish of St Mark's, Dublin, enlisted into the 
King's Royal Rifle Corps at Dublin on 10/9/1890. At time of enlistment he was

£395 €474.00
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18 years and 6 months old and gave his trade as that of house fitter. O'Leary 
never rose above the rank of Private, and was finally discharged on 9/9/1902. 
Service papers confirm that, in addition to time spent at home, O'Leary saw 
service in Burma, 18/9/1891 to 6/10/1892, in India from 7/10/1892 to 
17/1/1897, in Mauritius from 18/1/1897 to 17/7/1898, and in South Africa 
from 4/11/1899 to 25/8/1902.

Service papers confirm service with the 1st Battalion KRRC on 13th - 14th 
January 1897, when the Warren Hastings was wrecked whilst en route from 
South Africa to Mauritius, and that he was still with the battalion when it 
eventually landed in Mauritius on 18/1/1897. 

O'Leary's service papers, when listing the campaigns that he took part in, in 
addition to referring to the campaigns in Burma, India and South Africa, also 
list him as having taken part in the "Field Gun Drill" of 17/5/1898 (this would 
have taken place in Mauritius).

Service papers give O'Leary's next of kin as his mother, Margaret, of 4 Boyne 
Street, Dublin.

BS3775 PRIVATE R. GRAHAM, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, Punjab Frontier 
1897-98 (officially engraved in running script: 3780 Pte. R. Graham 2d. Bn. 
Ryl. Innis. Fus.). Almost Extremely Fine and scarce as a single clasp (most 
other members of the regiment also received the Tirah 1897-98 clasp).

Confirmed on roll as single clasp medal (photocopied roll with medal).

Graham also served with the 2nd Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers during 
the Boer War. Roll confirms entitled QSA with Cape Colony and Orange Free 
State clasps (roll notes that recipient had been transferred to the Army Reserve 
by the time the roll had been drawn up at Mafeking on 29/11/1902).

£265 €318.00

BS3774 PRIVATE J. SMITH, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1895-1902, Victoria, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 1897-
98, Samana 1897, officially engraved in running script (4918 Private, 2nd 
Battalion Royal Irish Regiment). Small edge bump to obverse rim at 5 o'clock, 
otherwise Extremely Fine and attractively toned.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll.

£260 €312.00

BS3759 PRIVATE F. ARNOLD, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL WEST SURREY 
REGIMENT. India General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 
1897-98, Tyrah 1897-98 (officially engraved in running script: 3013 Pte. F. 
Arnold 1st Bn Ryl. W. Surr: Regt.). Good Very Fine.

Private Arnold also saw service during the Boer War with the Royal West 
Surreys and was severely wounded at the Battle of Colenso, 15.12.1899.

£275 €330.00

BS3427 PRIVATE JOHN NOLAN (REAL NAME THOMAS BYRNE), 2ND 
BATTALION HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY. India General Service Medal 
1895, 1 clasp, Punjab Frontier 1897-98 (officially engraved in plain block 
capitals: No. 4395 PTE: J. NOLAN. 2. HIGH. L.I.). Good Very Fine.

Thomas Byrne originally enlisted into the Highland Light Infantry at 
Warrington, Lancashire, on 30/9/1891, using his real name. At the time of 
enlistment he was 19 years of age and was described as having blue eyes, dark 
brown hair and a sallow complexion. A diamond shaped scar on the back of his
head was recorded as an identifying feature. Byrne gave his home address as 
164 Townsend Street, Dublin. 

Byrne arrived in India with his regiment in December 1892. By February 1897

£225 €270.00
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he was in a state of serious conflict with the military authorities, charged with 
wilfully destroying public property, attempting to escape from confinement, 
using threatening language and resisting an escourt. Following a period of 
imprisonment, Byrne went on to see active service with the Highland Light 
Infantry on the North West Frontier, in the Malakand operations, in Bajour, in 
the Mohmand country, and during the attack on and capture of the Tanga Pass. 
Thomas Byrne must have assumed the alial John Nolan prior to the award of 
the campaign medal for these operations on the North West Frontier, that being
the name engraved on his campaign medal (regimental number 4394 is the 
same as when he originally enlisted under his own name, Thomas Byrne).

Byrne returned home in 1899 and was discharged from the colours. A few 
months later, following the outbreak of the Boer War, Byrne was recalled for 
service with the Highland Light Infantry in South Africa. His army records 
indicate that by this stage he was still using the alias "John Nolan" in civilian 
life, his identity on recall to the colours being confirmed by the presence of the
scar on the back of his head. The continued use of an alias indicates that he 
obviously had something to hide, but what it was is not clear from his army 
records. His performance whilst with the colours certainly indicates that he 
was the type of person to get into a scrape. Soon after returning for service 
with the Highland Light Infantry in South Africa he was in trouble with the 
military authorities once again, imprisoned for irregular conduct while on 
outpost duty and for drunkenness. Matters finally came to a head in May 1902,
when he was tried by District Court Martial for offering violence and 
sentenced to 3 months imprisonment. On release from the glasshouse, he was 
discharged from the army as being unfit for further service, his conduct whilst 
with the colours being recorded as "Bad".

It is highly likely that Thomas Byrne's QSA is also named using the alias John 
Nolan.

BS3415 PRIVATE D. MCGUINNESS, 1ST BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT. 
India General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, Malabar 1921-22 (officially 
impressed: 7177523 PTE. D. MCGUINNESS. LEINS. R.). Almost Extremely 
Fine. 

With photocopied medal index card and India General Service Medal Roll. 
Recipient also entitled BWM and Victory Medal, and in addition to service 
with the Leinster Regiment, saw service with the Machine Gun Corps.

£265 €318.00

BS2956 LANCE CORPORAL D. ANDREW, 5TH ROYAL IRISH LANCERS. India 
General Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, Punjab Frontier 1897-98 (a slightly later 
issue, officially impressed in the style usually seen on Queen’s and King’s 
South Africa Medals: 4052 Lce. CORPl. D. ANDREW 5th. R.I. LANCERS). 
Good Very Fine.

With 4 pages of photocopied service papers, photocopied IGS and QSA rolls 
and Boer War Casualty Roll.

David James Andrew, born Perth, Scotland, enlisted into the 5th Lancers on 
21st March 1892 at Queenstown (now Cobh), county Cork, Ireland. At time of 
enlistment he was 21 years and 6 months old and gave his trade as that of 
valet. Andrew was promoted and demoted on a number of occasions, his 
highest rank attained being Lance Sergeant, 4/12/1896, but by the time he was 
eventually discharged, on 31/1/1903, he had once again been reduced to 
Private.

Although Andrew saw service in India during the period of the Punjab Frontier
campaign of 1897-98, he is not on the roll for the medal and clasp for that 
campaign (copy of roll listing the 14 officers and men of the regiment entitled 
accompanies medal). Andrew subsequently saw service with the 5th Lancers in

£475 €570.00
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South Africa during the Boer War and was severely wounded at Ladysmith on 
17th November 1899 (casualty roll spells surname as Andrews, but initial and 
regimental number are the same). The regimental history records Corporal 
Andrews (sic) as having been shot in the thigh on this date. Andrew was 
entitled to a QSA with clasps Elandslaagte, Defence of Ladysmith, Transvaal 
and South Africa 1901. However, this medal was forfeit as a result of his 
having been convicted under Section 18 of the Army Act, his medal also being 
forfeit under Article 1255 of the Royal Warrant.

Part 1 of the Army Act, Section 18 states that “Every soldier who commits any 
of the following offences; that is to say,   (1) Malingers, or feigns or produces 
disease or infirmity; or (2) willfully maims or injures himself or any other 
soldier, whether at the instance of such other soldier or not, with intent thereby 
to render himself or such other soldier unfit for service, or causes himself to be
maimed or injured by any person, with intent thereby to render himself unfit 
for service; or (3) is willfully guilty of any misconduct, or willfully disobeys, 
whether in hospital or otherwise any orders, by means of which misconduct or 
disobedience he produces or aggravates disease or infirmity, or delays it's cure;
or (4) steals or embezzles or receives, knowing them to be stolen or 
embezzled, any money or goods the property of a comrade or of an officer, or 
any money or goods belonging to any regimental mess or band, or to any 
regimental institution, or any public money or goods; or (5) is guilty of any 
other offence of a fraudulent nature not before in this Act particularly 
specified, or of any other disgraceful conduct of a cruel, indecent, or unnatural 
kind, shall on conviction by court-martial be liable to suffer imprisonment, or 
such less punishment as in this Act mentioned 

Service papers confirm that Andrew was actually tried and convicted of theft, 
being sentenced to 1 year imprisonment on 21/9/1901 (the unexpired portion 
of his sentence being remitted almost a year later, on 19/7/1902). Service 
papers also confirm QSA and its forfeiture, but make no mention of the award 
of an IGS 1895 Medal.

I suspect that Andrew, after being discharged in 1903, made a late claim for the
IGS 1894 Medal with Punjab Frontier 1897-98 clasp, and that this was granted
because only his QSA would have been forfeit as a result of his conduct during
that campaign. Alternatively, he may have re-enlisted during WW1, when 
recruits who had previously forfeited campaign medals had them restored on 
re-enlisting.

Medal and clasp rare to 5th Royal Irish Lancers (British Battles and Medals 
states only 14 men from the regiment present, as listed on original roll). An 
interesting medal, worthy of further research

bs2812 PRIVATE J. MACK, 1ST BATTALION CHESHIRE REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, Waziristan 1901-2 (officially renamed, 
engraved in the correct running script style: 4713 Pte. J. Mack. Pt. Cheshire.). 
Suspension slack, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Extremely rare, only 4 Waziristan 1901-2 clasps to the Cheshire Regiment, 
three to men of the 1st Battalion and one to the 2nd Battalion. Medal 
accompanied by photocopied India Office letter dated February 1938, with 
attached list, confirming the award of the IGS Medal with Waziristan with 
1901-02 clasp to Mack, along with typed roll of "Stray Men" who were 
awarded this particular clasp for service with the Indian Telegraph Department 
(total 14 clasps to stray men). These awards to stray men were probably late, 
which would account for the fact that Private Mack was awarded an officially 
renamed medal, as a late issue to a man not on the original roll.

£480 €576.00

BS2798 PRIVATE C. DAVIS, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL WEST SURREY 
REGIMENT. India General Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, Tirah 1897-98 

£160 €192.00
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(officially engraved: 2959 Pte. C. Davis 1st. Bn. Ryl. W. Surr: Regt.). Old dark
tone, scratches in obverse field, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Recipient also entitled Punjab Frontier 1897-98 clasp.

BS2727 LANCE NAIK FAZAL HUSSAIN, 123RD OUTRAM'S RIFLES (THE PRE 
1903 23RD BOMBAY RIFLES). India General Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, 
Waziristan 1901-2  (2282 Lance Naik, 123rd Outram's Rifles). Good Very fine.

£120 €144.00

BS2337 PRIVATE J. VALLELY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 
1897-98, Tirah 1897-98 (officially engraved 4483 Pte. 2nd Bn Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers). Couple of tiny rim nicks, otherwise Extremely Fine, 
mounted on a length of original silk ribbon.

£265 €318.00

BS2322 PRIVATE M. LANDERS, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
India General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 1897-98, Samana 
1897 (officially engraved: 3919 Pte. M. Landers 2d. Bn. Ryl. Ir: Regt.). 
Extremely Fine.

£265 €318.00

BS2319 PRIVATE T. CARBERRY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
India General Service Medal 1895, 1 clasp, Punjab Frontier 1897-98 (officially
engraved: 5297 Pte. T. Carberry 2d. Bn. Ryl. Ir: Regt.) Couple of small edge 
bumps, otherwise Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopy of relevant extract from Medal Roll 
confirming that T. Carberry (regimental number on roll given as 5287) was 
entitled to the India General Service Medal 1895 with single clasp, Punjab 
Frontier 1897-98. Scarce as a single clasp.

£300 €360.00

BS2314 PRIVATE J. KAVANAGH, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1895, 2 clasps, Punjab Frontier 
1897-98, Tirah 1897-98 (officially engraved: 4318 Pte. J. Kavanagh 2d. Bn. 
Ryl. Innis: Fus.).

£265 €318.00

BS2021 SEPOY GANGA SINGH, 27TH PUNJAB INFANTRY. India General Service 
Medal 1895, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 1908 (officially engraved: 2916 
Sepoy Ganga Singh, 27th Pjb. Infy.). Almost Extremely Fine.

£135 €162.00

BS3865 ASHANTEE STAR 1896, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine. £240 €288.00

BS3560 ASHANTI STAR 1896, unnamed, as issued. Original black finish, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

£240 €288.00

BS3462 PRIVATE H. READING, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE 
REGIMENT. Queen's Sudan Medal (officially named, engraved in sloping 
serifed capitals: 4365. PTE. H. READING. 1ST/R. WAR:R.). Small rim bruise
by "R" of surname, few minor edge nicks, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£350 €420.00

BS3330 PRIVATE A. TILLING, ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. Queen's Sudan 
Medal, officially engraved (10379 Private, Royal Army Medical Corps). Good 
Very Fine.

£295 €354.00

BS4017 CORPORAL F. GRAHAM, ROYAL ARTILLERY. Khedive's Sudan Medal 
1896-1908, 1 clasp, Khartoum (contemporary impressed naming: 37515 CPL. 
F. GRAHAM R.A.). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

37515 Corporal F. Graham Royal Artillery not traced on medal roll for Sudan 
campaign 1898.

£185 €222.00

BS2783 PRIVATE J. TURNBULL, 1ST BATTALION NORTHUMBERLAND 
FUSILIERS. Khedive's Sudan Medal, 1 clasp, Khartoum (officially engraved: 
3846. Pte. J. TURNBULL. 5th. FUSrs.). Almost Extremely Fine.

£360 €432.00
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Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll confirming medal 
and clasp, and various other photocopied rolls confirming additional 
entitlement to Queen's Sudan Medal, Queen's South Africa Medal with clasps 
Belmont, Modder River, Orange Free State and Transvall and King's South 
Africa Medal with 2 clasps. Private Turnbull was killed in action at Klerksdorp
in the Transvaal on 25th February 1902. On that day three companies of the 
Northumberland Fusiliers formed part of a column under the command of 
General Anderson of the Yeomanry charged with guarding a convoy of 130 
waggons en route from Wolmaranstad to Klerksdorp.  The convoy set out on 
23rd February, and all went well until the night of 24th February when, under 
cover of darkness and heavy rainfall, the Boers, under the command of 
General De La Rey, surrounded the the column and launched a surprise attack 
at 3am on the morning of the 25th. The men of the Northumberland Fusiliers, 
under the command of Major Enderby, immediately launched a counter-attack,
driving back the Boers, and allowing the column to resume the march. Almost 
immediately, a large party of Boers resumed the attack, firing from the saddle 
and driving off wagons and mules. Once again the excort stood firm and 
repulsed the attack, allowing the convoy to re-form and resume the march. 
However, the Boers, this time led in person by De La Rey, once more resumed 
the assault, now in overwhelming numbers. General Anderson gave orders to 
draw up the waggons in the road five abreast,  but the scattered convoy, 
stretching for more than a mile, and hindered by its impedimenta, with mules 
stampeding, was overwhelmed. The Northumberlands, many of them cut off in
the rear, fought their way through the enemy and had almost made good their 
retreat when their ammunition ran out. They fixed bayonets and charged, but 
were overwhelmed .  Of the entire column, only about 50 men succeeded in 
reaching Klerkdorf, the remainder of the column being killed, wounded or 
taken prisoner, including 58 officers and men killed and 129 wounded.

BS2721 PRIVATE H. McGOWAN, 1ST BATTALION (LATER 2ND BATTALION) 
SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS. Khedive's Sudan Medal, 2 clasps, The Atbara, 
Khartoum (contemporary engraved naming, in upright block capitals: 3767 
PTE. H. McGOWAN, 1st. "SEA" HIGHRS). Attractively toned, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Private McGowan subsequently saw service with the 2nd Battalion Seaforth 
Highlanders during the Boer War, and was killed in action during the 
disastrous dawn attack on prepared Boer positions at Magersfontein, 11th 
December 1899, during which the 2nd Seaforths lost 5 officers and 53 other 
ranks killed or died of wounds, and 7 officers and 136 other ranks wounded.

£360 €432.00

bs3578 BRITISH NORTH BORNEO COMPANY'S MEDAL 1888-1916, in silver, 1 
clasp, Rundun. Spink & Son example, edge stamped "SPECIMEN". Neat 
attempted erasure of "Specimen" from edge, though shadow of several letters 
visible, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

£45 €54.00

OBJ083 QUEEN VICTORIA'S BOER WAR 1900 CHRISTMAS TIN, multicoloured 
embossed lid in red, blue and gilt. Minor contact marks and rubbing to 
enameling and gilding on lid, base and sides rubbed with much of gilding to 
sides and base worn, otherwise good condition.

Box only, no contents.

£70 €84.00

M231 PRIVATE W. FLYNN, COLDSTREAM GUARDS, LATER 3RD 
CANADIAN TUNNELING COMPANY. Queen's South Africa Medal, type 1, 
wreath points to R of AFRICA, 5 clasps, Belmont, Modder River, Dreifontein, 
Transvaal, South Africa 1902 (officially impressed: 2301 Pte. W. FLYNN, 
CLDSTM: GDS:). Faint trace of ghost dates in reverse field, old pawnbroker's 
mark faintly scratched on rim at 11 o'clock, just before start of naming details, 
otherwise Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll. Not entitled to the King's South Africa 

£250 €300.00
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Medal. There is no explanation in Flynn's service papers as to the break in his 
service in South Africa, whether this was due to illness, indiscipline or his 
being temporarily invalided, though it did result in his not being entitled to the 
SA01 clasp.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of photocopied service papers covering Flynn's
period of service with the Coldstream Guards. William Flynn was born in 
Burnley, Lancashire, and enlisted into the Coldstream Guards at Burnley on 
4th January 1899. A labourer by trade, he was 21 years of age at the time of 
enlistment and had previously seen service with the 3rd Battalion East 
Lancashire Regiment. Flynn transferred to the Army Reserve on 15th October 
1902 and was discharged from the army on 3rd January 1911. He saw service 
at home from 4th January 1899 to 20th October 1899, in South Africa from 
21st October 1899 to 1st June 1900, at home from 2nd June 1900 to 15th 
January 1902 (which would explain the lack of a South Africa 1901 clasp on 
his medal), in South Africa from 16th January 1902 to 6th October 1902, and 
at home from 7th October 1902 to 3rd January 1911. On enlistment Flynn gave
his next of kin as his father and mother, James and Maria Flynn of 21 Salmon 
Street, Burnley (medal also accompanied by extracts from Burnley Births 
Register, which confirms Flynn as having been born in 1877, and extract from 
the 1881 Census, which gives his age as 3, and the family's then address of 7 
Charles Street, Burnley.Photocopy of medal roll, dated 4/10/1901, confirming 
clasps, accompanies medal. This roll contains a later manuscript note to the 
effect that replacement duplicate 4 clasp medal was issued to Flynn on 
1/10/1918, via the Officer in Charge of Canadian Contingent Records. The 
medal offered here is undoubtedly Flynn's original medal. By 1918 the Royal 
Mint supply of type 1 QSA's would have been long gone, with the result that 
any replacement issued in 1918 with original naming would have been a type 2
example, with the wreath pointing to the letter "F" in the word Africa on the 
reverse. In addition, the naming on the medal offered here is identical in style 
to that which I have seen on a number of other type 1 QSA's issued to the 
Coldstream Guardsmen, whereas any 1918 period replacement medal would 
have had a later style of naming, similar to one of the styles of naming used on
WW1 British War and Victory Medals. Also, if the Royal Mint wanted to 
avoid having to go through the 48 separate operations required to produce a 
single impressed medal, and thereby satisfy Flynn's request for a replacement, 
it probably issued him with a renamed replacement medal, erasing the name 
from a previously named unissued or returned medal, and re-issuing it with 
Flynn's name and details. Finally, the fact that this medal has a pawnbroker's 
mark on its edge gives a clue as to why Flynn would have needed a 
replacement medal. He obviously pawned his original medal, perhaps to raise 
funds to emigrate to Canada, and therefore did not redeem the pledge.

Following his discharge in 1911, William Flynn emigrated to Canada, and 
following the outbreak of the First World War he volunteered for service with 
the Canadian Army. Medal also accompanied by 16 pages of photocopied 
service papers from the Canadian Military Archives. At the time of enlistment 
into the Canadian Army, Flynn was resident at 32 Trinity Square, Toronto. He 
gave his wife's name as Edna Flynn and his trade as that of bricklayer. Service 
papers indicate that Flynn first enlisted into the 3rd Battalion Canadian 
Infantry, the Toronto Regiment, with the rank of private, and was originally 
scheduled to form part of the first reinforcement draft for that battalion. 
However, he appears to have been almost immediately transferred to the 35th 
Battalion and then the 23rd Battalion, Canadian Army, being taken onto the 
strength of the 23rd Battalion from the 35th Battalion on 20/6/1915. Flynn was
promoted Lance Corporal 26/6/1915 and posted to the 23rd Battalion's 
Regimental Police section on the same day. He embarked for France on 
26/7/1915, where he was temporarily transferred back to his original 3rd 
Battalion, on 31/7/1915. Subsequently, Flynn was attached to the 171st Mining
Company (Royal Engineers) from 5/11/1915, and from that unit then attached 
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for service with the Mining Section, 1st Canadian Infantry Battalion (Western 
Ontario Regiment), on 14/11/1915. Flynn reverted to private at his own request
on 27/11/1915, but was struck down with gastro-enteritis shortly afterwards, 
on 14/12/1915. After recovering, Flynn rejoined the 3rd Battalion on 5/3/1916.
He was immediately attached to the 1st Canadian Infantry Battalion's Mining 
Company, remaining with that unit until 5/3/1916. Two days later, on 7/3/1916,
Flynn was struck off the strength of the 3rd Canadian Infantry Battalion and 
taken on to the strength of the 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company, joining that 
unit in the field on 21/3/1916. Flynn then remained with the 3rd Canadian 
Tunnelling Company for two years, until he was gassed on 24/3/1918 (artillery
shell gas), and hospitalised. After discharge from hospital, 18/4/1918, he was 
reclassified medically as category "B" (no doubt as a result of having been 
gassed), struck off the strength of the 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company on 
30/4/1918 and transferred to the Canadian Labour Corps. He transferred from 
the Labour Corps to the 1st Canadian Infantry Works Battalion on 17/5/1918. 
Hostilities over, Flynn transferred to England on 8/1/1919, where he was 
posted to the Canadian General Depot at Witley, on 14/1/1919. Flynn 
embarked at Liverpool for Canada on 13/3/1919, landing at Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, on 22/3/1919. Flynn was discharged medically unfit for further service 
at Toronto on 7/4/1919.

Although Flynn's pre-war occupation was given as being that of bricklayer 
when he joined the Canadian Army, when Flynn was undergoing a medically 
examination prior to his discharge, he gave his trade as that of coal miner, but 
whether this is a generic trade description based on his wartime experience as 
a tunneller or relates to his intended post-war employment is not clear from his
service papers.

The 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company was formed in December 1915, when 
the various mining sections of the 1st and 2nd Canadian Divisions were 
withdrawn from the front line and brought together at St Marie Cappel, where 
they were amalgamated to form the 3rd Canadian Tunnelling Company, under 
Captain A.W. Davis, late of the 177th Tunnelling Company. The 3rd Canadian 
Tunnelers saw service at various points on the Western Front during WW1, 
including mining and counter-mining at the Spanbroekmolen Sector, late 
January - April 1916 (Flynn being involved from late March onwards), where 
the Company drove a deep tunnel some 790 feet under the German lines 
(during this period the company was also detached for a short while to carry 
out the specialist task of opening up and driving down No. 4 Shaft in Trench 
135, north of the river Douve). Later the 3rd Canadian Tunnellers saw service 
aAt Hill 60, August - November 1916, achieving considerable success there, 
the history of the Royal Engineers "Tunnellers" during WW1 recording that 
they "acquitted themselves well in abnormal circumstances in placing two 
large and deep mines far into the enemy's territory, while at the same time 
warding off his continuous attack in the shallow levels and constructing a deep
dug-out system". The 3rd Canadian Tunnellers were serving in the Ypres 
Salient sector on 24th March 1918, when Flynn was gassed during the German
Spring Offensive.

Photocopy of medal roll, dated 4/10/1901, confirming clasps, accompanies 
medal. This roll contains a later manuscript note to the effect that replacement 
duplicate 4 clasp medal was issued to Flynn on 1/10/1918, via the Officer in 
Charge of Canadian Contingent Records. The medal offered here is 
undoubtedly Flynn's original medal. By 1918 the Royal Mint supply of type 1 
QSA's would have been long gone, with the result that any replacement issued 
in 1918 with original naming would have been a type 2 example, with the 
wreath pointing to the letter "F" in the word Africa on the reverse. In addition, 
the naming on the medal offered here is identical in style to that which I have 
seen on a number of other type 1 QSA's issued to the Coldstream Guardsmen, 
whereas any 1918 period replacement medal would have had a later style of 
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naming, similar to one of the styles of naming used on WW1 British War and 
Victory Medals. Also, if the Royal Mint wanted to avoid having to go through 
the 48 separate operations required to produce a single impressed medal, and 
thereby satisfy Flynn's request for a replacement, it probably issued him with a
renamed replacement medal, erasing the name from a previously named 
unissued or returned medal, and re-issuing it with Flynn's name and details. 
Finally, the fact that this medal has a pawnbroker's mark on its edge gives a 
clue as to why Flynn would have needed a replacement medal. He obviously 
pawned his original medal, perhaps to raise funds to emigrate to Canada, and 
therefore did not redeem the pledge.

BS4423 PRIVATE JEREMIAH MURPHY, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT, WHO SAW SERVICE IN SOUTH AFRICA ATTACHED TO 
THE CORK COMPANY, 1ST REGIMENT OF MOUNTED INFANTRY, 
SEEING SERVICE WITH THE CORK COMPANY AS PART OF THE 
REAR-GUARD THAT COVERED THE RETREAT OF BRITISH FORCES 
FOLLOWING THE DISASTROUS AMBUSH AT SANNAH'S POST ON 
31/3/1900  AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY KILLED IN A TRAIN ACCIDENT 
AT  MODDER RIVER ON 23/2/1901, DURING THE PURSUIT OF A BOER
FORCE UNDER GENERAL CHRISTIAN DE WETT,  Queen's South Africa 
Medal, 6 clasps, Relief of Kimberley, Paardeberg, Johannesburg, Diamond 
Hill, Wittebergen, South Africa 1901 (officially impressed: 6375 Pte. J. 
MURPHY, 1st. RL: IRISH REGt.). Extremely Fine and virtually as struck. 

Scarce combination of clasps to the Royal Irish Regiment. Whilst the 1st 
Battalion Royal Irish Regiment was present as a unit during the linked series 
of actions that took place during the Wittebergen campaign of 1st - 29th July 
1900, receiving the Wittebergen clasp, only the men of the battalion's two 
Mounted Infantry contingents were present during the Relief of Kimberley 
(139 clasps awarded), at Paardeberg (138 clasps awarded), Johannesburg (104 
clasps awarded) and Diamond Hill (74 clasps awarded), many of the men of 
the Mounted Infantry also receiving the Wittebergen clasp.

Only a small number of officers and men from the 1st Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment saw service attached to the two Mounted Infantry contingents in 
South Africa. Lieutenant Vigors and 37 other ranks saw service with the Cork 
Company, 1st Regiment of Mounted Infantry, and three other officers and 67 
other ranks formed the nucleus of the Shorncliffe Company, 5th Regiment of 
Mounted Infantry. Private Murphy's clasp combination on his QSA indicate 
that he saw service attached to the smaller of these two units, the Cork 
Company.  

Medal accompanied by 23 pages of copied service papers, documents and 
correspondence from Private Murphy's, copied extracts supplementary medal 
roll and extracts Boer War casualty rolls (2), Service papers confirm first 5 
clasps and supplementary medal roll confirms South Africa 1901 clasp. 
Service papers additionally confirm that Private Murphy was accidentally 
killed by a train whilst serving with the Mounted Infantry at Modder River on 
23/2/1901. 

The service papers that accompany this medal are from the "burned series" and
are difficult to read in places, and many of the pages related to an unsuccessful 
attempt to trace Murphy's next of kin following his death. 

Recipient not to be confused with 3169 Private J. Murphy, Royal Irish 
Regiment, who saw service with the 5th Battalion Mounted Infantry during the
Boer War and was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for rescuing a 
wounded officer (London Gazette 27/9/1901).

Jeremiah Murphy was born in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, circa 1878 and enlisted 
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into the Royal Irish Regiment at Clonmel on 28/6/1898. At the time of 
enlistment he was 20 years and 6 months old and gave his trade as of that of 
labourer. Murphy was posted 6375 Private, 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment,
1/10/1898, deserted 9/7/1899, but rejoined the battalion on 8/9/1899, 
whereupon he was courtmartialed and imprisoned, being released 20/10/99. 
Private Murphy saw active service in South Africa from 16/12/1899 to his 
death on 23/2/1901. Service papers noting that Murphy was "accidentally 
killed by train at Modder River, 23 Feby 01". 

Private Murphy is commemorated on the memorial on the North Side Parade 
Ground, Kickham Barracks, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

The following description of the services of the 1st Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment’s Mounted Infantry contingents during the Boer War is taken from 
the regimental history. 

“The doings of the officers and men who served in the mounted infantry are in 
no degree less interesting than those of the first battalion, but, unfortunately, 
want of space renders it impossible to describe in detail the many engagements
and operations of importance in which they took part. All that can be attempted
is a bare outline of their work, with a few instances of the many exploits which
the independent nature of their employment gave them the opportunity to 
perform. Though for a time the two contingents were in the same brigade, they
were employed together so seldom that their movements are chronicled 
separately.  

When the first battalion was called upon to provide a section for Captain St 
Leger’s Cork company of the 1st Regiment of Mounted Infantry, commanded 
by Colonel E. A. H. Alderson, the choice fell upon Second Lieutenant P.U. 
Vigors and thirty-seven non-commissioned officers and men, who landing at 
Cape Town early in November, 1899, were sent up country to De Aar, a place 
important as a great railway junction and an advanced base, where large 
quantities of stores had been accumulated. Here they spent  nearly three 
months, chiefly on detached duties, such as guarding the railway bridge at 
Hanover Road, outposts, and patrols, one of which once pushed out as far as 
Prieska in the north-west of Cape Colony. Early in February, 1900, the 1st 
regiment of mounted infantry was allotted to the 1st brigade of mounted 
infantry, a newly-formed body under Colonel O.C. Hannay, and composed of 
the 1st, 3rd, 5th, and 7th regiments of mounted infantry (all  regular soldiers) 
and several corps of Australian and South African volunteers,  In the 5th 
regiment the Royal Irish were well represented; it was commanded by Major 
Hatchell, an officer of the XVIII; and one company, or a quarter of its total 
strength, had been contributed by the first battalion. The Royal Irish section of 
the Cork company of the 1st mounted infantry charged with the cavalry at Klip
Drift, and took part in the relief of Kimberley; reached Paardeberg some days 
before Cronje surrendered, and  shared in the actions of Poplar Grove and 
Driefontein. In the operations outside Bloemfontein on March 12, the Cork 
company succeeded in forestalling the Boers in the occupation of an important 
kopje, just north of the Leper hospital. At the disastrous affair at Sannah’s Post 
on the 31st of March, where the section served in the rear-guard covering the 
retreat of our broken force, all did well, and an officer and a lance-corporal 
especially distinguished themselves. As Captain St Leger was superintending 
the retirement of the rear section of the Cork company he saw a big man, 
dismounted, running after the horsemen. St Leger called him, and ascertained 
that he was Corporal Parker, 1st Life Guards, who after escaping from the trap 
in the Korn spruit had attached himself to the mounted infantry. While the 
corporal was speaking he was shot through the right shoulder, and at that 
moment St Leger’s orderly, Drummer Radford, noticed that his officer was 
staying behind and rode back to him. Thinking he could manage the Life 
Guardsman alone, St Leger ordered Radford to return to the company, but 
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when he tried to get the trooper on to his (St Leger’s) horse, failed to do so, for
the man’s wound had made him incapable of helping himself, and he was too 
heavy to be lifted into the saddle. There was no time to be lost, so with his 
right arm around the trooper’s waist he half supported and half dragged him in 
the direction in which the Cork company had retired. With his left hand St 
Leger led his horse, which grew very restive under the pitiless hail of bullets 
that literally tore up the ground under the animal’s belly. As the Boers followed
up the little group, now completely isolated and a long way behind the last of 
the rear-guard, the outlook seemed almost hopeless. Suddenly St Leger 
realised that if he could succeed in getting his wounded man a few hundred 
yards farther on, they would not only find temporary cover in some low-lying 
and broken ground, but would also be protected by the fire of a party of 
Roberts’ Horse who, some distance off, were holding back the enemy on this 
part of the battlefield. The burghers came on fast,  and three of them galloped 
to within a hundred yards of the fugitives and emptied their magazines at them 
and three of them galloped up to within a hundred yards of the fugitives,  and 
emptied their magazines at them as they disappeared into cover. As the  Boers 
fired from the saddle none of their bullets took effect. Bad as the  situation 
was, it grew worse when the section of Roberts’ Horse turned  about, and 
galloped to a position farther to the rear. Happily St Leger  managed to attract 
the attention of one of them—a gallant man, who raced  back to him with a led
horse, on which they managed to ho1st the Life  Guardsman, who, though faint
from his wound, was still able to ride once he  was in the saddle. Then they 
galloped hard, scattering in order to offer a  smaller target to the shower of 
Mauser bullets by which they were pursued.  Corporal Parker recovered from 
his wound completely; and neither the  trooper in Roberts’ Horse nor Captain 
St Leger was hit; indeed, good luck  followed the latter throughout the day, for 
thanks to the resolution of his  groom, Private Ward, his favourite pony was 
saved from the general wreck  of the column. Private Ward was riding with the
waggons when they fell  into the ambush; when called upon to surrender, he 
refused to do so, and  though his own horse was hit, succeeded in escaping 
with St Leger’s pony,  in whose saddle-bags were sixty sovereigns, just 
received for the men’s pay.  Lance-Corporal Hall distinguished himself by two 
acts of signal bravery  under very heavy fire. Noticing a wounded gunner 
staggering along in the  retreat he rode back to him, and placed him upon his 
own horse: later in  the day, when the Boers were pressing hard upon the 
mounted infantry, he  saw a trooper of Roberts’ Horse whose pony had been 
killed and who was in  imminent danger of being shot or captured. He dashed 
after a stray horse,  caught it, and brought off the irregular in safety. Hall 
escaped unhurt; only  three of the Royal Irish were wounded in this 
engagement.   The section formed part of the army which invaded the 
Transvaal, and  was at the passage of the Reit and the Zand rivers, the action of
Johannesburg, the capture of Pretoria, and the battle of Diamond Hill (11th and
12th of June). For the next few weeks it remained in the neighbourhood of  
Pretoria, chiefly engaged in outpost duty, sometimes of a very exciting nature.  
Thus at Reitvlei, on July 15, a piquet of sixteen men was saved from  capture 
or destruction by the intelligence of Sergeant Connolly who, discovering that a
party of two hundred burghers with three guns was threatening the post, 
reported so clearly and so promptly that his officer was able to signal for 
reinforcements, which fortunately arrived in time. When Lord  Roberts began 
to advance towards Komati Poort the Cork company pushed  on with the 
remainder of the mounted infantry; a few of the Royal Irish section were 
fortunate enough to be engaged at Bergendal but none reached Komati Poort, 
the company remaining at Kaapsche Hoop until November when it was 
ordered back to Pretoria and thence to the northern frontier of Cape Colony.  
Since the beginning of June, De Wet had kept the Free State in a blaze and 
although after his failure in various minor enterprises he was chased up and 
down the country, and very roughly handled at Bothaville on November 6th, 
he rallied enough burghers around him to be able to swoop upon the British 
garrison of Dewetsdorp, which surrendered to him on the 23rd of November, 
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1900. The fall of this place seemed to remove one of the chief obstacles to the 
raid into Cape Colony which for months had been discussed round the camp 
fires of every Free State commando, and De Wet pushed towards the Orange 
river, believing that once he gained its southern bank the Dutch population in 
the colony would welcome him with enthusiasm. As soon as his plan was 
discovered, troops were hurried from all parts of the theatre of war towards the
Orange river, among them the column to which the Cork company was 
attached. After a long and weary journey by train from Pretoria to Bethulie, it 
shared in the operations in December by which De Wet was prevented from 
crossing the river, and driven backwards into the eastern Free State, where 
though harried incessantly by our troops he never abandoned his scheme for a 
second invasion of British territory. The Cork company was soon called away 
from the pursuit of De Wet to that of two of his lieutenants, Kritzinger and 
Hertzog, who succeeded in passing across the river and waged guerilla warfare
in many districts of Cape Colony. Early in February, 1901, De Wet, with 
extraordinary skill and equally extraordinary good fortune, threaded his way 
through the troops closing round him, and dashed across the Orange at an 
unguarded drift, but there his lucky star failed him, and the British mounted 
troops, though almost spent by their unending pursuit of Kritzinger and 
Hertzog’s raiders, who had now joined the commandos of their leader, drove 
the invaders back into the Free State at the end of February, 1901.  Between 
March and November 1901, the section was in the south of the Free State, 
occupied in clearing the country and similar uncongenial duties, the monotony 
of which was relieved by occasional skirmishes. In one of these affairs, two 
soldiers distinguished themselves, Private W. Sweeney found himself 
surrounded by four mounted Boers how, covering him with their rifles, called 
upon him to surrender; though they were all within fifty yards of him he 
refused to do so, and firing at them from the saddle succeeded in making his 
escape. His name was specially mentioned to the General commanding the 
column for his gallantry on this occasion. Private Radford, while carrying a 
message for Lieutenant Vigors, was wounded and his horse as hit under him; 
nevertheless he delivered his message and then made his way back to report 
that he had done so. The next two months were spent at Winburg, and in 
January, 1902, the section began to take part in the “drives” which marked the 
final phase of the war in the north-east of the Free State. In addition to the non-
commissioned officer and men already mentioned, Lieutenant Vigors, in the 
statement he prepared for the regimental records, gives praise to the good 
conduct throughout the war of Sergeants Kennedy and Colthorpe, Lance-
Corporals Mackay and Griffin, Privates Tobin and (5914) Power.

At Sannah’s Post, 31/3/1900, a Boer force under General Christian De Wet 
captured 428 prisoners, 9 guns and 17 wagons of supplies.

Private Murphy was killed during the pursuit of General Christian De Wet and 
his Boer Commandoes, during which De Wet successfully broke through the 
British columns pursuing them and escaped from the Northern Cape, across 
the Orange River, into the Orange Free State.

BS4422 PRIVATE C. HALPIN, 4TH BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS 
(DUBLIN CITY MILITIA), ATTACHED 2ND BATTALION ROYAL 
DUBLIN FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Cape Colony, 
Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal (officially 
impressed: 2963 Pte. C. HALPIN. RL. DUBLIN FUS:). Ghost dates visible on
reverse, attractively toned, extremely fine.

A scarce 5 clasp QSA to the Dublin City Militia for service with the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers in South Africa, Halpin being one of only 125
men from the battalion attached to the 2nd Dublins in South Africa (124 
medals awarded, one man being denied a medal as a result of being 
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"discharged with ignominy").

Medal accompanied by 15 pages copied Militia attestation and service papers, 
along with copied extract Boer War medal rolls confirming medal and clasps 
and that Halpin was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal with 2 
clasps (medal rolls give regimental number incorrectly as "2953", but medal 
and service papers both give correct service number as "2963"). Medal rolls 
list 125 men from the 4th Dublins who saw service attached to the 2nd 
Battalion (all Privates).

Christopher Halpin was born in the parish of Balrothery, Balbriggan, Co. 
Dublin. He enlisted into the 4th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Dublin City 
Militia) as 757 Private on 23/1/1885. At the time of enlistment he was 20 years
of age, and gave his address as 8 Kimmage, Rathmines, Dublin, and his trade 
as that of labourer. He was discharged, time expired, on 22/1/1891. Halpin re-
enlisted into the 4th Dublins, 2963 Private, on 12/6/1893. At the time of re-
enlistment he was 28 years of age and gave his trade as labourer employed by 
Messrs Flanagan of Aungier St, Dublin. Private Halpin was called up for active
service on the outbreak of the Boer War, on 12/12/1899, and posted for active 
service in South Africa where he saw service with the Natal Field Force 
attached 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Halpin was discharged from the
army, time expired, on 1/2/1902, but re-enlisted into the Army Reserve, and 
was finally discharged from the Army Reserve on 20/6/1912.

Although the 4th Dublins sailed for South Africa as a unit, once in South 
Africa the battalion was broken up and saw service in various locations, taking
part in blockhouse duties and guarding refugee camps in the Cape Colony and 
Orange Free State, the majority of the men receiving only one or more of the 
clasps Cape Colony, Orange Free State and South Africa 1902. The 125 men 
from the battalion who saw service attached to the 2nd Dublins with the Natal 
Field Force were the only members of the Dublin City Militia to qualify for 
one or more of the clasps Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith and Transvaal.

BS4420 PRIVATE R. DOYLE, 5TH BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS 
(DUBLIN COUNTY MILITIA), ATTACHED 2ND BATTALION ROYAL 
DUBLIN FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Cape Colony, 
Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal (officially 
impressed: 2204 Pte. J. DOYLE RL. DUBLIN FUS:). Note incorrect initial in 
naming. Ghost dates clearly visible on reverse, attractively toned, Extremely 
Fine.

A scarce 5 clasp QSA to the Dublin County Militia, only 80 medals being 
awarded to the battalion. Although the 5th Dublins sailed for South Africa as a 
unit, once in South Africa the battalion was broken up, with the majority of the
detachments employed in guard duty, escorting convoys and protecting the 
railway lines in Cape Colony, Orange River Colony and the Transvaal, with 
the majority of men receiving only one or more of the clasps Cape Colony, 
Orange Free State, Transvaal and Wittebergen, and only 80 men from the 
Battalion seeing service attached to the 2nd Dublins with the Natal Field Force
and qualifying for one or more of the Tugela Heights and Relief of Ladysmith 
clasps.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages copied militia service papers and extracts from
medal rolls confirming medal and clasps and that Private Doyle was also 
entitled to the King's South Africa Medal with 2 clasps. Medal rolls record 
approximately 80 men from the 5th Dublins seeing service in South Africa 
attached to the 2nd Battalion (3 Sergeants and 77 Privates).

Although medal and medal rolls give Doyle's initial as "J", his service papers 
give his christian name as Robert (same regimental number "2204" on medal, 
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medal rolls and in service papers).

Robert Doyle was born in the parish of St Nicholas, Dublin. He enlisted into 
the 5th Royal Dublin Fusiliers at Dublin on 17/2/1891. At the time of 
enlistment he was 17 years and 9 months old and gave his trade as that of 
porter. He was posted 2204 Private, 5th Battalion, on 17/2/1891 and was 
posted for active service with the 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 
5/12/1899 following the outbreak of the Boer War. Doyle was discharged on 
16/2/1902, on termination of his term of engagement, never having risen above
the rank of Private. In addition to service at home, Doyle saw service in South 
Africa from 29/12/1899 to 16/2/1902.

BS4419 PRIVATE E. DOYLE, MOUNTED INFANTRY COMPANY, 2ND 
BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS (LATE 3RD BATTALION 
ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS, KILDARE MILITIA), TAKEN PRISONER 
OF WAR AT THE BATTLE OF TALANA (DUNDEE) 20/10/1899. Queen's 
South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Talana, Orange Free State, Transvaal (officially 
impressed: 5390 Pte.E. DOYLE, RL. DUBLIN FUS:). Ghost dates visible on 
reverse, attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages copied service papers, extract Boer War 
Casualty Roll and extract medal roll, confirming medal and clasps.

Edward Doyle was born in Newbridge, Co. Kildare, and enlisted into the 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers at Naas on 11/3/1895. At the time of enlistment Doyle 
was 18 years of age, stated that he was then serving with the militia, in the 3rd 
Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Kildare Militia) and gave his trade as 
labourer. Doyle was first posted 5390 Private to the 1st Battalion Royal Dublin
Fusiliers on 11/11/1895, transferring to the 2nd Battalion on 25/11/1897. In 
South Africa Doyle took and passed the Mounted Infantry course of instruction
on 10/7/1899, subsequently seeing service with the Mounted Infantry 
Company, 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers, and being taken prisoner of 
war at the battle of Talana (Dundee), 20/10/1899. After spending time in a 
Boer prisoner of war camp in Pretoria, the capital of the Boer Trasvaal 
Republic, Doyle was released after the camp was liberated by British troops. 
Doyle never rose above the rank of Private and transferred to the Army 
Reserve on 25/11/1902 and was finally discharged on 10/3/03, having served a 
total of 12 years with the colours. In addition to service at home, Doyle also 
saw service in South Africa, 25/11/1897 to 21/11/1902.

Private Doyle was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal with 2 clasps.

Medal also accompanied by copied extracts from Romer & Mainwaring's "The
2nd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers in the South African War" (London 1908)
and Major Charles Burnett's "The 18th Hussars in South Africa".

At Talana, the Mounted Infantry Company of the 2nd Battalion Royal Dublin 
Fusiliers formed part of a composite Mounted Infantry / Cavalry Brigade, 
brigaded with the 18th Hussars, the brigade commanded by Colonel Moller of 
the 18th Hussars. On the morning of 20th October 1899 a Boer force occupied 
Talana Mountain, overlooking the British camp at Dundee, opening fire with 
artillery on the camp, whereupon the British commanding officer, General 
Penn Symonds ordered the infantry under his command to launch a frontal 
assault on the Boer positions on Talana Mountain, whilst Colonel Moller with 
the 18th Hussars and the Dublin Fusiliers Mounted Infantry Company were 
ordered to attempt to outflank the Boers and cut off their line of retreat. In the 
event, Moller and his composite brigade advanced too far and were instead 
themselves cut off and surrounded. Falling back on a small farmstead, 
Adelaide Farm, where Moller and his men attempted to form a temporary 
defensive position, with the intention of slipping back to the British lines after 
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nightfall, the 18th Hussars took up positions in and around the farmhouse and 
the Mounted Infantry positioned on the surrounding hills. The Boers, however,
brought up artillery, and with the men under his command running out of 
ammunition, Moller and his force were eventually forced to surrender, a white 
sheet from the farmhouse being raised and a lone bugler from the Dublin 
Fusiliers Mounted Infantry stationed on a hill overlooking the house ordered to
sound the cease-fire, Moller and his entire force being taken prisoner of war. 
During the action in and around Adelaide Farm, the Dublin Mounted Infantry 
lost one officer wounded, 5 other ranks killed, one died of wounds, 18 
wounded and approximately 73 taken prisoner of war.

BS4416 PRIVATE P. WALL, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT, 
PRISONER OF WAR AT SLINGERFONTEIN, 12/2/1900.Queen's South 
Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal (officially 
impressed: 6511 Pte. P. WALL 1st. RL. IRISH REGt.). Contact mark to rim at 
6 o'clock to the letters "LL" in surname (but both letters still clearly legible), 
light surface contact marks to obverse field (presumably from contact with his 
King's South Africa Medal), suspender slack, otherwise attractively toned, 
Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract Boer War Casualty Roll, confirming 
Private Wall taken p.o.w. at Slingerfontein, 12/2/1900, and copied extract 
medal rolls, confirming medal and clasps, and that Wall was also entitled to the
KSA with 2 clasps.

The following description of the action at Slingerfontein is taken from the 
regimental history of the Royal Irish Regiment:

As the cavalry division was now required to cover the concentration of the 
main army, French returned to Rensberg to superintend its transfer to the 
Orange-River-Kimberley line; and on the 6th of February, after seeing the last 
of his own troops quietly disappear from the neighbourhood of Colesberg, he 
made over the command of the district to Clements, whom Lord Roberts had 
appointed to continue the work hitherto performed by the cavalry commander. 
The duty entrusted to Clements was no easy one. The detachment left with him
was weak in numbers, weaker still in mobility; it consisted of two squadrons of
regular cavalry; about 650 Australian volunteers, many of whom had arrived in
South Africa as foot soldiers; 450 regular infantry, of whom a considerable 
proportion were by no means good riders; one battery of Horse, one of Field 
artillery, and two howitzers; the 12th brigade of infantry and half a battalion of 
the Royal Berkshire regiment. With this small force he had to maintain himself
on a front  twenty-five miles in length against a foe whose numbers were now 
estimated to be between 11,000 and 12,000 men, well armed and mounted and 
whose artillery, a 40 pounder, five field-guns, and five pom-poms, was by no 
means to be despised. Clements carried on the system of defence devised by 
French. Companies or larger detachments of infantry were posted on important
points, a mile or more apart, in rough forts built of the stones and boulders 
with which the hills were strewn. Every opportunity was taken to make these 
works more secure, and as the Royal Irish plied pick and shovel and crowbar 
to improve their defences, careful observation was kept on the enemy's big 
gun, and whenever the 40 pounder. was turned in their direction a signal 
warned them to take cover instantly. Thanks to the vigilance of their look-out 
men, the Royal Irish, though frequently shelled, were able always able “to go 
to earth” in time, and suffered no losses from the cannonade. The front and 
flanks of the positions were watched by groups of sentries, concealed from the 
enemy's view and fire by sangars—the dry-stone breast-works of which 
constant use was made throughout the war. Very soon after French’s troops had
been withdrawn, the burghers discovered that the British facing them had 
perceptibly diminished in strength, and at once began a series of attempts to 
turn Clements’ flanks and cut off his communications with the rest of the army.
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Between the 6th and the 11th February there was fighting on various parts of 
the line, and so many shells fell among the tents of the Royal Irish and the 
Worcester that the camps were removed to less exposed positions. On the 12th,
both flanks were severely bombarded and then attacked by riflemen, who 
succeeded in ousting the defenders of Hobkirk’s farm, the post marking our 
extreme left. At the other end of the line the half battalion of the 
Worcestershire, which was holding a group of kopjes to the east of 
Slingersfontein, was hotly shelled, and then exposed to rifle-fire so heavy that 
after considerable loss it was unable to retain the whole of the ground 
entrusted to it, though the greater part was stubbornly and successfully 
defended till nightfall.  Clements had been obliged to throw every available 
man into his fighting line, and thus, when his left was turned and his right in 
serious danger, he had no reserves in hand with which to recapture the lost 
positions. He decided therefore to retire, and while the troops on the flanks 
were still able to hold the Boers in some degree in check, he made his 
preparations to fall back on Rensberg. From details which have been preserved
of the way in which the troops were withdrawn from the right of the line, we 
learn that each of the detachments, scattered over the many miles of country 
comprised in the Slingersfontein area, received orders to leave its post at an 
hour timed to bring it into the camp 30 minutes before the column was due to 
march. At about 8 pm, after all the Kaffirs employed as bullock drivers had 
been “rounded up and placed under guard to prevent their bolting” the oxen 
were spanned with as little noise as possible, and as each wagon was ready it 
was sent off to the unit to which it was allotted. The tents were then struck, 
each corps leaving a few standing to deceive the enemy and finally the 
telegraph and signalling stations were dismantled and packed up. While the 
carts and waggons were returning to the rendezvous of the baggage, a 
company of the Royal Irish was sent to reinforce a detachment of the battalion 
in guarding a defile through which the column was about to retire, and when 
the troops were assembled the march began. Part of the XVIII, preceded by a 
few mounted scouts, formed the advance-guard; then came two guns of the 
Royal Horse artillery, followed by the whole of the transport vehicles and the 
remainder of the guns, under escort of dismounted troops. The convoy was 
flanked by infantry, with supports distributed at intervals throughout its length, 
The rear-guard was composed of the rest of the foot soldiers in the column of 
half companies at column distance, followed by a company in extended order, 
and covered by the whole of the mounted troops widely extended. Thanks to 
the brilliancy of the moonlight and to the fact that the burghers made no 
attempt to harass the retreat, Clements arrived early on the 13th at Rensberg, 
where to his annoyance he found that the Boers had anticipated his movements
by occupying a range of kopjes, which from the east commanded the railway 
from Rensberg to Arundel, the next station southward on the line towards 
Naauwpoort Junction. As the presence of the enemy among these kopjes made 
it impossible for him to remain at Rensberg, the General determined to fall 
back on Arundel, which he reached at 5 am. on the 14th of February.

BS4411 PRIVATE W. NIXON, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Tugela 
Heights, Relief of Ladysmith (officially impressed: 4551 Pte. W. NIXON, 1st. 
RL. INNIS: FUS:). Ghost dates clearly visible on reverse, attractively toned, 
Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts medal roll and Boer War casualty list. 
Medal roll confirms medal and clasps and records recipient as being 
"deceased". Casualty roll confirms Private Nixon died of dysentery at 
Ladysmith on 7/5/1900.

£300 €360.00

BS4307 PRIVATE E. C. TRIMMING, 2ND BATTALION GORDON 
HIGHLANDERS, COURT MARTIALED AND IMPRISONED BY THE 
CIVIL AUTHORITIES in 1907 FOR EMBEZZLING REGIMENTAL FUNDS
(LATER INSPECTOR, INDIA POLICE). Queen's South Africa Medal, 4 
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clasps, Elandslaagte, Defence of Ladysmith, Laing's Nek, Belfast (renamed, 
contemporary impressed naming in serifed block capitals: 4537 SGT. E.C. 
TRIMMING 2/GORDON HRS.). First three clasps, Elandslaagte, Defence of 
Ladysmith and Laing's Nek are contemporary tailor's copies. Ghost dates 
clearly visible on reverse, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 8 pages copied service papers, Irish Prisons Register, 
Chelsea Pension admission record, 1939 Register extract, Royal Hospital 
Chelsea death certificate, Freemason's membership record, and copied medal 
rolls (2).

Service papers and medal rolls confirm entitlement to  medal with clasps 
Defence of Ladysmith, Laing's Nek and Belfast only (not entitled Elandalaagte
clasp) and that Trimming was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal 
with 2 clasps.

Edward Charles Trimming (surname sometimes spelt Trimmings) was born in 
Marylebone, London, on 6/12/1872 and enlisted into the Gordon Highlanders 
in London on 2/9/1892. At the time of enlistment he was 20 years and 6 
months old, gave his trade as that of porter, confirmed that he had previously 
seen service with the 17th North Middlesex Rifle Volunteers, and gave his next
of kin as his sister, Florence Trimming of 15 Gresse Street, Rathbone Place, 
Oxford Street, London. Trimming was promoted Lance Corporal 16/9/1893, 
Corporal, 27/9/1894, Lance Sergeant 28/10/1897, Sergeant 6/11/1899 and 
Colour Sergeant 12/9/1904, but reverted to Sergeant at his own request on 
21/1/1906. Trimming was reduced to Private on 14/12/1907 and was 
discharged in India with the rank of Private on 15/12/1908, after serving 16 
years and 115 days pensionable service with the colours. Trimming saw 
service initially with the 2nd Battalion Gordon Highlanders, transferred to the 
1st Battalion on 9/12/1898, transferred back to the 2nd Battalion on 26/3/1899,
to the 1st Battalion on 7/11/1906, and finally to the 2nd Battalion on 
14/12/1907.

Trimming was arrested on 8/5/1907 whilst serving with the 1st Battalion and 
charged with "embezzling money belonging to a regimental mess". 
Subsequently convicted at a District Court Martial, he was reduced to the 
ranks, forfeited his campaign medals and sentenced to 112 days imprisonment 
with hard labour, serving his term of imprisonment in the Cork County Jail, 
entering the jail on 20/5/1907. After release Trimming transferred from the 1st 
Battalion to the 2nd Battalion on 14/12/1907 with the rank of Private.

After being discharged in India Trimming  joined the Indian Police and 
eventually rose to the rank of Superintendent. He is recorded in Thacker's 
Indian Directory of 1934 as being resident at 87 Nawab Abdul Latif Lane, 
Calcutta.

Trimming eventually obtained a Chelsea Pension and is recorded in the 1939 
Register as a widowed, retired Inspector, India Police, living as an inmate at 
Rudhall House, Greytree, Ross & Whitchurch. Inspector Trimming died at 
Leatherhead on 10/12/1948.

Rudhall House was a home for Chelsea Pensioners, to which many Chelsea 
Pensioners were evacuated during WW2.

Trimming's forfeited medals were returned to the authorities on 31/5/1910 but 
subsequently restored and re-issued to Trimming "under the provisions of  
article 1204 R.W.(1931)" on 6/3/1935.

Trimming probably had a replacement Queen's South Africa Medal made up 
for wear in India whilst serving with the India Police, using whatever clasps 
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were available in order to replace his forfeited medal, and no doubt added the 
Elandslaagte clasp at the same time to make his replacement medal more 
impressive. 

The 2nd Battalion Gordon Highlanders were present at Elandslaagte and 
Trimming was serving with that battalion in South Africa when that action 
took place, but he is not on the medal roll for that clasp.

Trimming became a Freemason whilst stationed in India, joining the Wahabor 
Benevolent Lodge at Sealkot on 3/4/1902.

BS4263 PRIVATE ERNEST J. CHUDLEY, NAMAQUALAND TOWN GUARD, 
WHO SAW SERVICE DURING THE BOER WAR AS A DEFENDER OF 
O'OKIEP DURING THE SIEGE OF THAT TOWN BY BOER FORCES LED 
BY COMMANDANT (LATER FIELD-MARSHAL) JAN CHRISTIAN 
SMUTS, 4TH APRIL-4TH MAY 1902, ALONGSIDE HIS FATHER, ALSO A
MEMBER OF THE NAMAQUALAND TOWN GUARD. Queen's South 
Africa Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: 24 PTE. E.J. CHUDLEY. 
NAMQULND:T.G.). Several small nicks to obverse rim, otherwise Good Very
Fine.

Ernest Chudley saw service at the Defence of O'Okiep alongside his father, 
Charles (Charley) Chudley.

Medal accompanied by biographical details of the Chudleys, father and son, 
copied extracts from various census returns, and copied medal rolls (2), 
original and published.

Ernest Chudley (surname also spelt Chudleigh) and his twin brother, Edward, 
were born in South Africa in 1881, the sons of Charles (Charley) and Ellen 
(nee Richards) Chudley. He is recorded in the 1891 census as a 10 year old 
schoolboy living in the parish of Perranzabuloe, Cornwall, with his parents, 
two brothers and a sister.

Charles Chudley was born in Camborne, Cornwall, in 1843 and is recorded in 
the 1861 census as a 17 year old "engine fitter in mines" living in Gwennap, 
Cornwall, with his 76 year old grandmother, Rebecca Baker. He married Ellen 
Jane Richards on 28/5/1867. Charles Chudley is recorded in the 1871 census 
as a 32 year old "engine fitter in waterworks", living in Sunbury, Middlesex as 
a lodger. Charles Chudley and his wife emigrated to South Africa in the 1870s,
where his twin sons Ernest and Edward were born in 1881, but subsequently 
returned to England. The 1891 census records Charles Chudley as a 48 year 
old mining engineer resident in the parish of Perranzabuloe, Camborne, 
Cornwall, with his wife, three sons and a daughter. Charles Chudley returned 
to South Africa in 1898 with his son Ernest, departing from England for 
Capetown on 21/5/1898, Ernest's trade being recorded on the passenger lists as
"clerk".  In South Africa, Charles and Ernest settled in O'Okiep, in 
Namaqualand, and when the Boer War broke out, both of them joined the local
town guard, seeing service during the siege of O'Okiep with the Namaqaland 
Town Guard.

Ernest and Charles are both recorded on the Queen's South Africa Medal Roll 
as being entitled to the Queen's South Africa Medal without clasp, for service 
with the Namaqualand Town Guard Battalion. The medal roll also confirms 
that they were both engaged with the enemy at O'Okiep (Charles Chudley saw 
service as 214 Private). Both Ernest and Charles are recorded in Brian Kieran's
"The Defence and Relief of O'Okiep" as being present at the Defence of 
O'Okiep and entitled to the Cape Copper Company Medal for the Defence of 
O'Okiep.
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Charles Chudleigh is recorded as being resident in 1914 at O'Okiep House, 
Bolingley, Cornwall. He died Perranporth, Cornwall, in 1928.

When Charles Chudley sailed for South Africa in 1898 with his son, his trade 
was recorded on the passenger list as "farmer'. Undoubtedly a clerical error 
based on a mis-reading of his real trade of "miner" when transcribing his 
personal details.

Namaqualand and the mining town of O'Okiep are located in the north-east of 
Cape province in South Africa. Copper was firs discovered there in 1681, but 
because the region was so remote it was some 200 years before the copper 
deposits were exploited. The construction of the Namaqualand Railway in 
1876 enabled large scale mining and export of the copper ore, leading to a 
mining boom.  Many of the miners who subsequently flocked to the region 
were, like Charles Chudley, miners from Cornwall.

Ernest Chudley's Cape Copper Company Medal for the Defence of O'Okiep 
was sold at Glendinings on 16/2/1981

BS4257 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO CAPTAIN AND 
ADJUTANT (LATER LATER LIEUTENANT-COLONEL) J.C. 
COLQUHOUN, D.S.O., WHO COMMANDED THE 6TH BATTALION 
LEINSTER REGIMENT DURING WW1. Queen's South Africa Medal, 4 
clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1902 
(officially engraved: Capt & Adjt: J.C. COLQUHOUN, Leins: Rgt:). 
Extremely Fine and Virtually As Struck.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, copied extract from "Boer War 
Services of Military Officers" confirming entitlement to QSA with 4 clasps, 
copied WW1 Medal Index card, extracts from Army Lists of the period and 
from the Regimental History.

Julian Campbell Colquhoun, was born 31st December 1870, in Perthshire, 
Scotland. He was the son of William Campbell Colquhoun and Charlotte 
Emily Julian Orde, daughter of the Reverend L. Shafto Orde. Colquhoun was 
first commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, 2nd Battalion Leinster Regiment, on 5th 
December 1891, and promoted Lieutenant, 1st October 1893, Captain, 27th 
July 1898 (Adjutant, 2nd Battalion Leinster Regiment, 3rd January 1903), and 
retired and transferred to the Reserve of Officers on 6th March 1907. When 
WW1 broke out Colquhoun was recalled for service from the Reserve of 
Officers, being appointed Captain in the newly raised 6th (Service) Battalion 
Leinster Regiment, on 29th August 1914. The Regimental History confirms 
that Colquhoun was one of the original officers of the 6th Leinsters. He was 
subsequently promoted Major and given temporary command of the 6th 
Leinsters. He was promoted Lieutenant Colonel, 29th September 1915 and 
commanded the 6th Leinsters from 29/9/1915 to January 1917. Colquhoun was
seriously wounded in September 1916, whilst commanding the 6th Leinsters 
during fighting against Bulgarian forces on the Struma front in the Balkans.

Colquhoun first saw active service during the Boer War with the 2nd Battalion 
Leinster Regiment, taking part in the operations in the Transvaal, March - May
1902 and the operations in the Orange River Colony, February - March 1902 
(awarded Queen's Medal with 4 clasps). During WW1 Colquhoun saw service 
with the 6th Leinsters in Gallipoli, 29/7/1915 to 1/10/1915, and in Greek 
Macedonia, Serbia, Bulgaria, European Turkey and the islands of the Aegean 
Sea, 5/10/1915 to 25/1/1917. After being invalided from the Balkans, 
Colquhoun saw service in France and Belgium, 5/7/1918-11/11/1918 (for his 
services during WW1 Colquhoun was awarded the Distinguished Service 
Order, Mentioned in Dispatches, London Gazette 6/12/1916 and awarded a 
1914-15 Star trio).
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Lieutenant-Colonel Colquhoun died in Midlothian on 4th April 1937.

Colquhoun is mentioned on a number of occasions in the Regimental History, 
which confirms that he was severely wounded whilst serving on the Struma 
front in 1916.

The 6th Leinsters was raised in Ireland in August 1914 and sailed from 
Liverpool for Gallipoli on 9/7/1915, landing at Suvla Bay on 6/8/1915. The 
battalion was evacuated to Mudros on 2/10/1915 and subsequently saw service
in Salonika, where it absorbed the 7th Battalion in September 1917. During 
Colquhoun's period of command the 6th Leinsters took part in the battles of 
Suvla Bay, 6th - 15th August 1915, including the landing at Suvla Bay, the 
capture of Chocolate Hill and Hill 60. In Salonika Colquhoun commanded the 
6th Leinsters during the retreat from Serbia, including the battle of Kosturino, 
7th - 8th December 1915 and the battles of Karajakois, 30th September - 2nd 
October 1916, and the capture of Yenikoi, 3rd - 4th October 1916.

BS4156 PRIVATE W.G.R. KEABLE, 2ND WILTSHIRE REGIMENT, TAKEN 
PRISONER OF WAR AT REITFONTEIN 25/1/1900. Queen's South Africa 
Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal (officially 
impressed: 5221 Pte. W.G.R. KEABLE. 2nd WILTS: REGt.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 46 pages of copied service papers covering Keable's 
wide ranging service career, including both the Boer War and WW1, copied 
extract from Boer War casualty roll, WW1 Medal Index card, extracts from 
1891 and 1911 census returns

Private Keable was taken prisoner of war when the 2nd Wiltshires were 
involved in a reconaissance north of Colesberg to Reitfontein on 25/1/1900, 
designed to establish the position of the retreating Boer forces. The Boer forces
and the 2nd Wiltshires clashed and during the brief action that ensued the 2nd 
Wiltshires lost 11 other ranks wounded and 2 officers and 11 other ranks taken 
prisoner of war.

William George Robert Keable was born in Camberwell, Surrey. He enlisted 
into the Wiltshire Regiment on 6/1/1899 and was posted for service with the 
2nd Battalion on 15/4/1899. On 17/2/1908 Keable transferred to the Indian 
Army Unattached List, Corps of Military Staff Clerks, promoted Sergeant and 
stationed at the Abbottabad Brigade Office. He transferred to the 2nd Battalion
East Surrey Regiment on 10/9/1909 and was discharged with the rank of 
Sergeant on 22/4/1911. Keable was mobilised on 5/8/1914, following the 
outbreak of WW1 and posted for service with the 1st Battalion East Surrey 
Regiment on 6/8/1914 and saw active service in France with the East Surreys 
from 1/6/1915. He transferred to the Royal Engineers on 18/11/1917, seeing 
service with the Royal Engineers in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, but was
invalided on 25/7/1918. Keable was eventually discharged "no longer 
physically fit for war service" on 9/8/1920, after total service of 21 years and 
295 days with the colours. Keable is recorded in the 1891 census as an 11 year 
old student resident in Peckham, London, and in the 1911 census as a 32 year 
old Sergeant aboard the troop ship "Rewa".

Recipient also entitled King's South Africa Medal with 2 clasps and 1914-15 
Star trio.

£350 €420.00

BS4147 PRIVATE I. HILLEN, 5TH BATTALION ROYAL IRISH RIFLES (SOUTH 
DOWN MILITIA). Queen's South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, 
Orange Free State (officially impressed: 1810 Pte. J. HILLEN. RL: IRISH 
RIF:). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages copied Militia attestation papers, copied medal

£180 €216.00
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roll extracts, confirming medal and clasps, and extract from "History of the 
Militia". 

Isaac Hillen was born in Gilford, Co. Down. He enlisted into the 3rd Battalion 
Highland Light Infantry (1st Royal Lanarkshire Militia) in 1890. At the time of
enlistment he was 18 years of age and gave his trade as that of labourer. He 
transferred to the 5th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles (South Down Militia) in 
1892. 

The 5th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles saw service during the Boer War, 
10/5/1900 to 24/7/1902.

BS4132 COLOUR SERGEANT W.J. MILLETT, NAMAQUALAND TOWN 
GUARD, ONE OF THE DEFENDERS OF O'OKIEP, 4TH APRIL - 4TH 
MAY 1902. Queen's South Africa Medal, no clasp (officially impressed: 113 
COR: SERJT: W.J. MILLETT. NAMQLND: T.G.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract from QSA Medal roll, confirming 
entitlement to medal and that Millett was "engaged with enemy at O'Okiep", 
along with copied extract from D.R. Forsyth's "Medal for the Defence of 
O'Okiep", confirming that Colour Sergeant Millett was also entitled to the 
Cape Copper Company's Medal for the Defence of O'Okiep in bronze, for 
service with the Namaqualand Town Guard.

A scarce award to a senior n.c.o., only 8 Colour Sergeants being present with 
the Namaqualand Town Guard during the siege.

£1450 €1740.00

BS4123 PRIVATE E. BUCKLEY, MANCHESTER REGIMENT. Queen's South Africa
Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Transvaal, Wittebergen (officially impressed: 
4499 Pte. E. BUCKLEY, MANCH: REGt.). Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers and copied extracts 
QSA Medal roll, confirming medal and clasps.

Edward Buckley was born in Manchester. He enlisted into the Manchester 
Regiment on 19/12/1894. At the time of enlistment he was 19 years and 11 
months old, gave his trade as that of labourer, and stated that he had previously
seen service in the 3rd Battalion Royal Lancaster Regiment (1st Royal 
Lancashire Militia).

Edward Buckley had a troubled relationship with the army, his difficulties 
starting on the day that he enlisted, 19/12/1894. However, on 2/1/1895 he was 
court martialed for having given "false answers" when he enlisted, was 
sentenced to 28 days with hard labour and had all of his prior service struck 
from his records. He was released from confinement on 21/12/1894 but, only a
month later, deserted and was sentenced to another 28 days with hard labour. 
Buckley deserted again on 20/8/1895 (84 days with hard labour) and during 
the Boer War was court martialed on 7/9/1899 for breaking out of barracks (42 
days with hard labour). Not surprisingly he never rose above the rank of 
Private and was eventually discharged on 6/12/1907. In addition to service at 
home and in South Africa, Buckley also saw service in India.

Buckley was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal with 2 clasps.

£150 €180.00

BS4034 PRIVATE W.G.P. NORDMAN, 2ND CONTINGENT SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
MOUNTED RIFLES.  Queen's South Africa Medal, 6 clasps, Cape Colony, 
Orange Free State, Johannesburg, Diamond Hill, Belfast, South Africa 1901 
(officially engraved: Pte. W.G.P. NORDMAN S.A.M.R.). Attractive old dark 
tone, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied service papers, medal roll and relevant extract 

£1250 €1500.00
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from "The Colonials in South Africa".

Wilfrid Gotlieb Rowland Patrick Nordman enlisted into the 2nd South 
Australia Mounted Rifles at Adelaide. At the time of enlistment he was a 26 
year old married draughtsman. Surname spelled Nordeman on medal roll. He 
is not recorded on the medal roll as being entitled to the South Africa 1901 
clasp, but his unit was present and entitled, and Nordman was with his unit for 
the entire time it was in South Africa. Service papers indicate that, after 
returning from South Africa Nordman, offered to return and serve for a further 
twelve months, or for the duration of the war.

BS4013 PRIVATE W. FOULKES, 60TH (NORTH IRISH HORSE, BELFAST) 
COMPANY, 17TH BATTALION IMPERIAL YEOMANRY, TAKEN 
PRISONER OF WAR AT PLESSIS DAM 26TH JUNE 1901. Queen's South 
Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South 
Africa 1901, South Africa 1902 (officially impressed: 32529 Pte. W. 
FOULKES. 60th. Coy. IMP: YEO:). Attractively toned, extremely fine.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages of copied service papers, copied medal rolls, 
census returns and biographical details.

William Foulkes was born in April 1859 in Llangynhafal, Denbighshire. He 
enlisted into the 60th Company Imperial Yeomanry at Dublin on 2/3/1901. At 
the time of enlistment he was 34 years of age and gave his trade as that of 
butcher. Foulkes never rose above the rank of private and was finally 
discharged on 5/8/1902. William Foulkes was taken prisoner of war on 26th 
June 1901 near Plessis Dam and subsequently released.

Foulkes was taken prisoner during one of a series of drives by battalion 
strength columns under the overall command of Major-General Bruce (later 
General, Sir) in the Orange River Colony in June 1901. During the action at 
Plessis Dam the 17th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry lost one officer slightly 
wounded, one man mortally wounded, 4 men severely wounded and 26 men 
taken prisoner of war. 

£450 €540.00

BS3976 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL WITH NATAL CLASP 
AWARDED TO PRIVATE J. GOODFELLOW, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL 
INNISKILLING FUSILIERS, INVALIDED FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, type 2, wreath points to letter "R" in Africa, trace
of ghost dates visible on reverse, 1 clasp, Natal (officially impressed: 1353 Pte.
J. GOODFELLOW, 1st. RL. INNIS: FUS:). Extremely Fine and scarce to the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers with single clasp Natal.

Medal accompanied by 13 pages of copied documents from Goodfellow's 
Soldiers Papers file and copied extract from medal roll confirming award of 
QSA with single clasp Natal to Goodfellow, the medal roll giving 
Goodfellow's then rank as Lance-Corporal. 

Goodfellow's service papers are from the "burnt series" of documents, and as a
result of charring to the edges and water damage, are incomplete and difficult 
to read in places. What can be read confirms the following. 

James Goodfellow was born in the parish of Dromore, Trillick, Co. Tyrone. He
enlisted into the Inniskilling Fusiliers on 23/12/1884. At the time of enlistment 
Goodfellow was 21 years and 6 months old, and gave his trade as that of 
groom. Assigned the regimental number 1353 on enlistment, Goodfellow was 
promoted Lance Corporal in 1889 and discharged medically unfit on 
26/12/1900, receiving a pension of 18 pence a day for twelve months and 16 
pence a day for life thereafter. In addition to service at home, Goodfellow also 
saw service in Malta, 1885-86, in South Africa 1887-94, and again in South 
Africa, 1899-1900.

£325 €390.00
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Goodfellow re-enlisted during WW1 and saw service with the 3rd Battalion 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. He was appointed Private and given a new 
regimental number, 21413. There is no record of his serving overseas, and 
there does not appear to be a Medal Index Card for him, so it is  highly 
unlikely that he received any medals for WW1. Goodfellow was discharged 
medically unfit (myalgia) for a second time 18/9/1916. In 1920 Goodfellow 
appeared before a Medical Board, and was granted a pension of 8 shillings a 
week backdated to 27/10/1919, to continue to 21/11/1919, and then being 
reduced to 4 shillings and 8 pence a week from 22/11/1919.

On the medal roll, Goodfellow's original regimental number is inscribed as 
"1353" (as impressed on his QSA and as recorded in his 1884-1900 service 
papers). This has, however, been crossed out for some reason, and the incorrect
regimental number "1358" inserted in its place. Medal roll confirms 
Goodfellow was invalided to England, hence the award of just 1 clasp, Natal. 
The Natal clasp scarce to the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers and rare as a single 
clasp medal (the majority of officers and men of the Inniskilling Fusiliers 
awarded the Natal clasp were also awarded other clasps).

BS3963 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE G. 
DUFFY, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS, WHO 
ALSO SAW SERVICE ON THE NORTH WEST FRONTIER OF INDIA 
DURING THE CAMPAIGN OF 1897-98 AND WITH THE 8TH CANADIAN
INFANTRY (90TH WINNIPEG RIFLES), "THE BLACK DEVILS",  
DURING WW1. Queen's South Africa Medal, type II (ghost dates visible on 
reverse), 5 clasps, Cape Colony, Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of 
Ladysmith, Belfast (officially impressed: 3023 Pte. G. DUFFY, 1st. RL. 
INNIS: FUS:). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages of copied British Army service papers, copied 
medal rolls, confirming QSA and clasps, and that Murphy was also entitled to 
India General Service Medal 1895 with Punjab Frontier 1897-98 and Tyrah 
1897-98 clasps and the King's South Africa Medal with 2 clasps, 4 pages 
copied Canadian Army service papers and copied extracts from ships' 
passenger lists for the period 1911-1930. 

Born Burt, Co. Donegal, on 24/12/1873, George Duffy enlisted into the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers on 11/12/1889. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years 
and 2 months old and gave his trade as that of labourer, and confirmed that he 
had previously seen service for 55 days with the 4th Battalion Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers (Royal Tyrone Militia). On enlistment Duffy was posted 
for service with the 1st Battalion Inniskilling Fusiliers, but transferred to the 
2nd Battalion on 11/12/1891. Duffy transferred to the Army Reserve on 
25/3/1898, but was recalled to army service following the outbreak of the Boer
War on 9/10/1899, being posted for service with the 1st Battalion on 
19/10/1899. Duffy never rose above the rank of Private, and was discharged on
14/7/1902 on the termination of his first period of engagement. Service papers 
confirm that in addition to service at home Duffy also saw service in India for 
6 years and 103 days, from 1/1/1891 to 23/3/1898, and in South Africa for 2 
years and 250 days, 5/11/1899 to 12/7/1902. Service papers give his next of 
kin as his father, William Duffy, care of James Smith, Lisfannan, Co. Donegal, 
and confirm Duffy as having married Annie Gill, at Londonderry, on 2/4/1899.

In the post Boer War years Duffy emigrated to Montreal, Canada (there is a 39 
year old George Duffy recorded as having sailed aboard the Allan Line's SS 
Lake Erie from London on 18/5/1911, presumably the recipient of the medal 
offered here). During WW1 Duffy enlisted into the 8th Canadian Infantry at 
Montreal on two occasions, 19/6/1915 and 17/1/1916. At the time of Duffy's 
first time of enlistment into the Canadian Army he gave his trade as that of 

£285 €342.00
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labourer and confirmed that he had previously seen 13 years of service with 
the Inniskilling Fusiliers. He was also recorded on his first set of service papers
as having an extensive collection of "Unionist" tattoos, a collection of English,
Irish and Scottish motifs, on his chest a ship, crown, the English flag and 
decorations, on his right arm a sunshine cross with the letters E.I.R., a woman, 
a church with tower, shamrocks, a harp and dog, two highland girls hand in 
hand, a heart and one star, a ring tattooed on his right annular finger, on his left
arm a boy and girl hand in hand, forget-me-nots with decorations, an Irish 
soldier and a girl, an angel's face with wings, and an anchor.

In the post WW1 years George Duffy is recorded on at least two occasions as 
having sailed from the UK to Canada, on 4/10/1929 from Glasgow aboard the 
SS Athenia (home address given as 19 Euclid Avenue, Montreal), and on 
4/1/1930 from Londonderry aboard the SS Caledonia (destination Montreal)

BS3962 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE W. 
MURPHY, 1ST AND 2ND BATTALIONS ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILERS, INVALIDED FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO ENGLAND IN 1900. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, type II (ghost dates clearly visible on reverse), 3 
clasps, Cape Colony, Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith (officially 
impressed: 2462 Pte. W. MURPHY, 1st. RL. INNIS: FUS:). Attractively toned,
extremely fine.

Medal accompanied by 5 pages copied service papers, copied extract from 
medal roll, which confirms medal and clasps and that Private Murphy was 
invalided to England.

Service papers confirm that William Murphy was born in the parish of 
Killyman, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. He enlisted into the Inniskilling Fusiliers 
on 15/3/1888. At the time of enlistment he stated that he was 19 years and 6 
months old, stood some 5 feet 10.5 inches tall, gave his trade as farm labourer, 
and confirmed that he had previously seen service with C Brigade, North Irish 
Division, Royal Artillery. On enlistment, Murphy was posted for service as a 
Private with the 2nd Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Murphy never rose 
above the rank of Private and was transferred to the Army Reserve on 
6/12/1895. Following the outbreak of the Boer War, Murphy was recalled to 
active service on 9/10/1899, being posted for service with the 1st Battalion 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers with the rank of Private, on 19/10/1899. Murphy 
never rose above the rank of Private after being recalled and was invalided 
from South Africa in 1900 (service papers confirm Murphy as having been 
invalided in November 1900, landing back in the UK on 23/11/1900).  He was 
discharged from the army on 14/3/1901, on the termination of his period of 
engagement. In addition to service at home, Murphy saw service in India for 6 
years and 356 days with the 2nd Inniskillings, 1888 - 94, and in South Africa 
for 1 year and 19 days with the 1st Inniskillings, 5/11/1899 - 23/11/1900. 
Service papers give Murphy's next of kin as his sister, Mary Anne Murphy, 
Bush Post Office, Fallaghearn, Coalisland, Co. Tyrone.

£325 €390.00

bs3895 SERGEANT J.E. RAMSBOTHAM, VOLUNTEER COMPANY 
LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS, ATTACHED COMPOSITE CYCLISTS CORPS.
Queen's South Africa Medal, type 3, 5 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State,
Transvaal, SA 01, SA 02, officially impressed: “9385 SJT: J.E. 
RAMSBOTHAM V(OL.) COY. LANC: FUS”. Attractive old dark tone, Good 
Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, and a rare award to a Lancashire Fusilier 
who saw service with the Composite Cyclists Corps.

There has been a somewhat half-hearted attempt to erase the title "VOL COY" 
from the edge of this medal, as indicated. The letters "OL" of VOL have been 
erased, but all the other letters in that title, though weak, are still clearly 
legible. Sergeant Ramsbotham presumably attempted to erase that section of 
the naming on his medal because he did not see service with the Volunteer 

£290 €348.00
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Company of the Lancashire Fusiliers in South Africa, having been transferred 
to the Composite Cyclists Corps prior to landing in South Africa.

Medal accompanied by photocopied QSA Medal Roll extracts (3), confirming 
medal and clasps, and also confirming that Sergeant Ramsbotham, 1st 
Volunteer Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers, saw service in South Africa with the 
Composite Cyclists Corps.

The Composite Cyclists Corps, also known as the Volunteer Cyclists 
Company, was a small unit comprising approximately 110 officers and men 
drawn from the volunteer battalions of various infantry regiments. 
Ramsbotham was one of eight sergeants to serve with the unit (one sergeant-
major, 4 sergeants and 3 lance-sergeants).

Medal also accompanied by photocopy of letter confirming that the Composite
Cyclists Corps embarked for home on the "Walmer Castle" on 25/6/1902.

BS3859 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO SERGEANT E.H.
WILLIAMS, IMPERIAL YEOMANRY FIELD HOSPITAL, WHO WAS 
TAKEN PRISONER OF WAR DURING THE ACTION AT ROODEVAL ON 
7TH JUNE 1900, WHEN THE DERBYSHIRE MILITIA (4TH BATTALION 
THE SHERWOOD FORESTERS), THE IMPERIAL YEOMANRY 
HEADQUARTERS BAGGAGE TRAIN AND THE ENTIRE IMPERIAL 
YEOMANRY FIELD HOSPITAL WERE CAPTURED BY THE BOERS. 
SERGEANT WILLIAMS WAS SUBSEQUENTLY “ESPECIALLY 
COMMENDED” BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE FIELD 
HOSPITAL FOR HIS WORK WITH THE HOSPITAL IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 4 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, 
Transvaal, South Africa 1901 (officially impressed: SGT. E.H. WILLIAMS, 
IMP:YEO: FIELD HOSP:). Small bruise to obverse rim at 8 o'clock, couple of
old light scratches and contact marks in obverse field, but now with an 
attractive old dark tone, and Good Very Fine or better, and a rare award to a 
member of the only civilian field hospital to see service in South Africa, one of
just 61 officers and men who saw service with that field hospital.

With photocopied medal rolls (original and published), confirming medal and 
clasps, along with photocopied extract from Will Bennett's "Absent-Minded 
Beggars - Yeomanry and Volunteers in the Boer War", giving details of the 
raising and services of the Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital during the Boer 
War.

During the Boer War vast numbers of volunteers come forward from 
throughout the United Kingdom and the Empire, offering their services in a 
military capacity during that campaign. In addition, there was a large number 
of volunteers who offered their services in a medical rather than a military 
capacity, with the result that a number of purely civilian hospitals and medical 
units went on to see service during the Boer War. Among the better known 
were John Langman's Hospital, Lord Iveagh's Irish Hospital, the hospital 
financed by and named after the wealthy American philanthropist Mr A Van 
Alen, the Princess Christian Hospital, the Edinburgh and East of Scotland 
Hospital, The Scottish National Red Cross Hospital and the Welsh Hospital.

The largest contingent of military volunteers was provided by the Imperial 
Yeomanry. Likewise, the largest number of medical volunteers was also 
provided by the Imperial Yeomanry, who went on to staff the Imperial 
Yeomanry Hospital, the Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital and the Imperial 
Yeomanry Bearer Corps. 

The Organising Committee for these Imperial Yeomanry medical ventures was 
led by Countess Howe and Lady Chesham, and its members included a large 

£465 €558.00
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number of titled ladies, including seven Duchesses, four Marchionesses and 
forty-three other titled ladies. With their contacts they were able to raise some 
£127,000 within four months, which went towards equipping the Imperial 
Yeomanry Hospital, and institution that in its day was regarded as the best 
hospital in Sough Africa. The Imperial Yeomanry Hospital opened at 
Deelfontein on 17 March 1900. Soldiers treated there, well aware of how lucky
they were, and suitably impressed, nick-named it “The Haven of Rest”. By the 
end of May 1900 the hospital had expanded to more than 1,000 beds. 

The coffers of the organising committee were so full that it was also decided to
expand on the original plans and set up an Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital 
(the unit in which Sergeant Williams served) and an Imperial Yeomanry 
Stretcher-Bearer Company, the Bearer Company. The Imperial Yeomanry Field
Hospital and the Bearer Company went on to become the only civilian units of 
their kind to operate in South Africa during the Boer War. The Field Hospital’s 
senior surgeon was Charles Stonham F.R.C.S., F.Z.S. (awarded a C.M.G. for 
his services in South Africa), was a leading consultant at Westminster Hospital 
and a Surgeon Captain in the Middlesex Yeomanry, and the majority of the 
staff of the Field Hospital and Bearer Corps were recruited form the Volunteer 
Medical Staff Corps. The two units arrived in Capetown on 17 April 1900. 
Two months later the Field Hospital and Bearer Corps were in the front line at 
Roodeval where, on 7th June, a Boer Commando under Christian De Wet 
captured the 4th Battalion Sherwood Foresters, the Imperial Yeomanry 
Headquarter’s Baggage Train, and the Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital and 
Bearer Corps. The Boers initially opened fire on the members of the Imperial 
Yeomanry Field Hospital and Bearer Company, but apparently later apologised
when it was brought to their attention that they had been firing on medical 
units. The members of the two units were, however, all taken prisoner. After 
obtaining permission from a number of Boer officers, the Field Hospital and 
Bearer Corps subsequently took care of the wounded and dying on the 
battlefield, Imperial and Boer, at a number of locations. The Field Hospital’s 
Commanding Officer, Charles Stonham, later wrote a detailed account of the 
action and the unit’s subsequent attempts to care for the wounded, which 
describes graphically the difficult conditions. “Our first care was, of course, for
the wounded. We found fourteen of them lying in the station sheds or propped 
up against the extemporised defences. Poor chaps, many of them had been 
hard hit.” Later that day the British prisoners taken at Roodeval were 
transferred to a camp by the Rhenoster River. There the Imperial Yeomanry 
Field Hospitals operated from 4pm until midnight, amputating limbs, repairing
fractures and dealing with many serious neck, chest and abdominal wounds. 
Stonham’s account paints a surreal, nightmarish scene, the surgeons operating 
by flickering lamplight, as around them a stockpile of captured British 
ammunition was being blown up by the Boers, providing a huge fireworks 
display (by this stage the war had entered it guerrilla stage, and the Boers were
in no position to carry off the huge store of munitions they had captured). This 
was the Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital’s first experience of dealing with 
battle casualties. Four days later the Field Hospital and Bearer Corp’s staff 
were rescued from captivity by advancing British forces, by men from their 
own parent unit, the Imperial Yeomanry, and shortly afterwards Lord 
Chesham, whose wife had played a key role in organising the hospital and 
bearer unit, came on the scene with his Buckinghamshire Imperial Yeomanry, 
to find out how the released prisoners were faring.

For some reason the published casualty rolls, so far as I can see, do not list any
of the members of the Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital and Bearer Corps as 
having been taken prisoner at Roodeval. This includes Stonham, despite the 
fact that he wrote a clear account of the incident, which was published in 1902 
as Volume 2 of the three volume “The Imperial Yeomanry Hospitals in South 
Africa 1900-1902”, Stonham’s account containing a photograph, page 35, 
captioned “The Boers who made us prisoners advancing on our wagons”. I 
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suspect that the Field Hospital and Bearer Company members taken prisoner at
Roodeval were not officially considered to have been prisoners, and thus not 
recorded as such in the casualty returns. Technically, the Field Hospital was a 
Red Cross unit. When Henry Dunant established the Geneva Convention for 
the conduct of war in 1864, one of its foundation clauses specifically conferred
“immunity from capture and destruction of all establishments for the treatment
of the wounded and sick”. The Field Hospital staff could thus not technically 
be recorded as having been taken prisoner of war, despite the facts of the 
matter, officialdom subsequently regarding them as having merely continued to
do their duty under Boer supervision.

After service at the front Sergeant Williams is recorded as having been posted 
for service at the Headquarters and Wonderfontein Detachment, 27/1/1901.

Sergeant Williams was one of only ten sergeants to see service with the 
Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital (one Staff Sergeant, three Sergeant-Majors, 
and six Sergeants). The history of the Field Hospital in South Africa records 
him as the Field Hospital’s Steward and Storekeeper, a unique position in the 
unit, who had working under him an Assistant Steward, Mr. A.W. Evershed.

There are at least 2 photographs of Williams in the published history of the 
Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital, page 18, on the trek upcountry to 
Roodeval, and page 107.

The Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital was staffed by 5 officers, 37 n.c.o’s and
men, and had a transport detail of 19 n.c.o’s and men, 61 officers and men in 
total. The Bearer Company had a staff of 3 officers, 56 n.c.o’s and men and a 
transport detail of 24 n.c.o’s and men, with a total strength of 83 officers and 
men. The total strength of the two units thus being 144 officers and men.

For further details regarding the services of the Imperial Yeomanry Field 
Hospital and the Imperial Yeomanry Bearer Company see “The Imperial 
Yeomanry Hospitals in South Africa, 1900-1902” (Countess Howe, editor, 3 
vols, Arthur L. Humphreys, London 1902). In particular, volume 2, whose 266 
pages comprise a detailed account of the Field Hospital and Bearer Company 
by Charles Stonham, complete with a roll of officers and men.

In his account of the services of the Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital and 
Bearer Company, Stonham notes, page 226, that he “especially commended” 
Sergeant Williams for the work that he did whilst service with the Field 
Hospital in South Africa. Williams was one of 22 n.c.o.’s and men to be 
especially commended, Stonham remarking with regard to them “all of these 
men did most excellent work in their several capacities”.

bs3837 CIVIL SURGEON N. THOMAS. Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 
type 3, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, South Africa 1902 (officially impressed: CIV: 
SURGN: N. THOMAS.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Nevill Everard Thomas, born 8/11/1869, was the son of William Nevill and 
Cordelia Thomas. Nevill Thomas came from a medical background, his father 
being a surgical belt manufacturer, based at Dalston, Cumbria. Educated at 
Merchant Taylor’s School, Thomas graduated MRCP, MRCS, in 1895. Prior to
the Boer War he was employed in the Middlesex hospital. After the Boer War 
he was resident at Bridge Bungalow, Norwood, Ceylon. In addition to his 
medical duties in Ceylon, he served as a JP.

With photocopied extract from Medal Roll confirming medal and clasp.

£265 €318.00

bs3827DA
M

PRIVATE V.C.H. CAYLEY, 51ST (PAGET'S HORSE) COMPANY, 12TH 
BATTALION IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. Queen's South Africa Medal, type 3, 
4 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1901 

£285 €342.00
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(officially impressed: 27218 Pte. V.C.H. CAYLEY 51st. Coy. IMP: YEO:). 
Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, 6 pages copied service papers, 
extract Burke’s Peerage & Baronetage re. the Baronets Cayley of Brompton, 
Yorkshire, copied extract from 1871 census and QSA Medal rolls (2), 
confirming medal and clasps.

Valentine Charles Hugh Cayley (1868-1949) was the son of Digby Cayley of 
Brompton, Yorkshire, and the grandson of Sir Digby Cayley, 7th Baronet 
Cayley. The 1871 Census lists Valentine Cayley as the 3 year old son of Digby 
Cayley and Charlotte Philadelphia Cayley, resident at Brompton Green, 
Brompton, Yorkshire. His father, Digby Cayley, was a land agent, with 9 
children, 4 boys and 5 girls, the eldest 10 years old and the youngest 7 months.
With so many children, the Digby family not surprisingly, had a number of 
servants, some eight in all, whose principal purpose seems to have been to 
assist Charlotte Cayley in looking after the domestic side of the house and 
bringing up the children, the servants all being female and including a 
governess, a cook, a nurse, a waiting maid, a housemaid, a nursery maid, 
kitchen maid and a ladies maid. 

Cayley enlisted into Paget's Horse on 18/2/1901 at Carlton Street, London, 
attesting at the Police Court, Marlborough Street, the following day. The 51st 
Company Imperial Yeomanry formed part of the 1st Imperial Yeomanry 
Contingent, the 51st Company arriving in South Africa on 4/4/1901. Queen’s 
South Africa Medal roll confirms that Cayley was discharged as "inefficient" 
on 21/6/1901, after seeing total service of 170 days with the colours, 94 of 
which were spent in South Africa.

Paget's Horse, the 51st, 52nd, 68th and 73rd Companies, which together made 
up the 19th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, was an elite unit. The following 
description of that regiment, the man who raised it and its recruits is taken 
from "Absent Minded Beggars" by Will Bennett'. "They were public school-
educated men recruited through advertisements in gentlemen's clubs. The 
battalion was raised by George Paget, the son of a British general and a 
compulsive amateur soldier with a penchant for getting himself involved in 
any conflict that afforded the chance of action. He never seems to have been a 
regular officer but served in the Russo- Turkish War of 1877-8 and the Greco-
Turkish War of 1897, as well as the Zulu War in 1879. Although aged 46 when 
the Boer War broke out, he went out to South Africa as second-in-command of 
his regiment and proved himself to be a man of some courage, being wounded 
twice. A portly figure who felt at home in the dining rooms and smoking rooms
of Pall Mall, Paget recruited 500 officers and men from a tiny, hopelessly 
inadequate room at the Imperial Yeomanry Committee's offices in Suffolk 
Street. However, it at least had the advantage of being only a short stroll from 
the clubs of which he was a member. Paget's Horse wore a badge made up of 
the letters PH which provided a source of instant merriment for the wags on 
the streets of London, who suggested that it stood for 'Piccadilly Heroes' or 
more commonly for 'Perfectly Harmless'. Gentlemen troopers such as Cosmo 
Rose-Innes, a barrister, found that wearing their new uniforms in the capital 
produced a rich variety of reactions and some odd social contradictions. He 
later recalled: "The khaki drew to its wearer, however, many amusing 
experiences; the fervent 'God bless you' of old ladies in the bus, the friendly 
offers of navvies to "ave half a pint' in the street, the respect of substantial 
citizens for one's opinion on the war. The "ave half a pint' situation was the 
most embarrassing. We were clad as troopers but flattered ourselves we bore 
the impress of officers and hence a conflict of emotions, the desire to be 
rollicking good fellows qualified by surprise that our would-be host should not 
detect the gentleman under the plain khaki."
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Despite having responded enthusiastically to the call to arms, and, like Cayley, 
at some considerable financial expense, not all the recruits to the Imperial 
Yeomanry were suitable material for military service on horseback. 
Deficiencies with regard to riding and shooting were supposed to have been 
sorted out back in the UK, however, in the rush to get troops to South Africa, 
checks on recruits were no always all that they should have been. As a result, it
was only discovered when the recruits reached South Africa that some of them 
were not up to the task physically, or in terms of the skills required to remain 
on a horse and fire a rifle, and, if necessary, do both at the same time. Recruits 
who failed to pass muster were weeded out, like Cayley, as “inefficient”.

PROVENANCE: Spink August 1971, price 90 shillings

bs3798 PRIVATE W.E. PODGER, 2ND BATTALION GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
REGIMENT. Queen's South Africa Medal, type 2, ghost dates visible on 
reverse, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State (officially engraved: 700 
Pte. W.E. PODGER. Glouc: Rgt.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Private Podger was taken prisoner of war at Dewetsdorp, 23/11/1900, 
subsequently being released on 5/12/1900. 

The following description of the action at Dewetsdorp, 23/11/1900, is taken 
from the Official History, vol 3, pp 490-493: On November 14th, Major W. G. 
Massy, R.F.A., Commandant of Dewetsdorp, received warning from the 
Intelligence Officer at Bloemfontein that De Wet and Haasbroek, with a force 
of 1,700 men and one or two guns, were moving south, and had reached a 
point some forty miles north of the Thabanchu-Ladybrand road. From 
Bloemfontein to Thabanchu and thence to Ladybrand a line of blockhouses 
had been established, with the object of checking a Boer movement to the 
south; but De Wet was not to be baulked, and approaching the line on the 
afternoon of the 16th, where there was a gap of 2,000 yards between two 
blockhouses, he decided to rush through. Accordingly, he opened fire with a 
Krupp gun on one of the blockhouses, near Thabanchu, and with his whole 
force successfully ran the gauntlet. Massy was duly informed of this, and 
further, that the Boers were apparently making for Daggafontein, in the 
direction of Dewetsdorp. Next day (November 17th), his mounted infantry 
observed a Boer laager near Grootfontein, having advanced scouts on Paul 
Schmidt's Berg, which overhangs the town on the east. On the 18th the enemy 
made a reconnaissance in force to within 4,000 yards of the town, retiring 
under fire from the guns of the garrison. The Commandos did not go far, 
however; and on the following day they were discovered to be in laager four 
miles south of Damfontein. Dewetsdorp is closely surrounded on three sides 
by steep hills, seamed with watercourses and strewn with boulders and rocks. 
The fourth side is flat and open, except for a deep nullah, or dry river-bed, 
which passes through the town. The garrison was disposed as follows : - One 
company Highland Light Infantry held a kopje to the south-east of and 
overlooking the town, with a small observation post on Lonely Kop, to the 
east; two Cossack posts were thrown out in a south-westerly direction, towards
Reddersburg; the remainder of the troops were posted on the high ground to 
the north and west of the town. On November 19th Massy endeavoured to 
break the cordon which was enclosing him by sending out a force to shell the 
laager. The Boers replied by rushing two of the outlying posts the same night. 
They then practised the ruse of disappearing entirely from the neighbourhood, 
only to return on the night of the 20th, when they drove in two other small 
posts. At about 3.30 a.m. on the 21st the piquet on Lonely Kop was rushed, 
and the Boers, now in possession of high ground commanding the main camp 
of the garrison, poured in a vigorous fire. At 6 a.m. they brought a Krupp gun 
into action, but with little effect, as the guns of the 68th battery R.F.A. soon 
silenced it. Yet they continued to gain ground, driving the garrison of a fourth 
post back on the main camp. About midday, another strong Commando was 

£290 €348.00
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seen to be approaching, and Massy attempted to hold the eastern side of the 
town with his mounted infantry. This failed at once, the mounted infantry 
being forced back by a hot cross-fire from the nullahs running from the hills 
towards the town. Desultory firing went on all day; the trenches occupied by 
the Highland Light Infantry were attacked, the burghers establishing 
themselves in close proximity to them. By nightfall the enemy had gained 
possession of the heights to the west and north of the town. Before daylight on 
the 22nd firing was resumed. As soon as the sun had risen Massy flashed a 
message to Bloemfontein, asking for assistance, and was answered that a 
column would start at once from Edenburg. At 8 a.m. the Boers drove in 
another post; and with their gun in action on Lonely Kop, in addition to the 
overwhelming rifle fire which they were now able to bring to bear, they soon 
raked the shelters occupied by the men of the Highland Light Infantry. These 
trenches were, however, held until dark, when the occupants were ordered to 
set fire to the stores at the south end of the town, and to fall back on the main 
position, which was done at 7 p.m. The night was spent in improving the 
defences of the main position, by strengthening the gun pits for the two Field 
guns, and by providing head cover and shelter from reverse fire. 

At 2.30 a.m. on the 23rd, No. I outpost, composed of a detachment of the 
Gloucestershire regiment, and situated in an important position to the north of 
the town, was surprised by a party which crept stealthily up the side of the hill.
A strenuous resistance was offered; but after losing half their numbers in killed
and wounded, the men were forced to surrender, and the Boers gained yet 
another point of vantage. The capture of this post, coupled with the occupation 
of the ground evacuated on the previous evening by the Highland Light 
Infantry, enabled the enemy to pass through the town to the western edge of 
the plateau. From their new position the Boers now looked into nearly the 
whole of the defences at close rifle range. Moreover, by moving their gun on to
the heights towards the Smithfield road, they commanded the ravine, wherein 
lay the water supply of the garrison; they had already shot down all the horses, 
which had been collected in another ravine. With daylight came a tremendous 
cross-fire from every direction. The garrison, now crowded behind sangars and
in trenches about the main camp, could do little; but the Field guns, one in a 
donga running down towards the town, the other near a trench occupied by 
some men of the Gloucestershire regiment, continued firing from their pits. At 
2 p.m. Massy received a message that one of the guns had been put out of 
action, and most of the gun detachment wounded. At 4 p.m. a young officer, 
who with his men had all day been defending a trench near the other gun, was 
persuaded to send a message to the commandant asking permission to raise the
white flag. Massy peremptorily refused; but his reply was not delivered, and at 
4.45 p.m. he heard that the detachment had surrendered. Nevertheless, firing 
continued in other parts until 5.25 p.m. Then Massy was told that his wounded 
were being murdered. Giving credence to a statement neither well-founded nor
likely to be, he ordered the white flag to be shown. Even had no such influence
precipitated the surrender, it is doubtful if the garrison could have held out 
much longer. Three days of continuous and creditable fighting had exhausted 
the defence. On this final day the troops had been under fire for fifteen hours. 
The drinking water was in the hands of the enemy, and only at the point of the 
bayonet could a bottle have been filled. Of the garrison fourteen men were 
killed, four officers and seventy-one men wounded, and six men missing. The 
remainder were marched away along the Wepener road as prisoners of war. 

The battle of Dewetsdorp was one of the most successful actions fought by the 
Boers during the Guerilla phase of the war. It was also a disaster for the 
Gloucestershire Regiment who lost over 250 officers and men killed, wounded 
and prisoner of war.

With photocopied medal roll extract confirming clasps and p.o.w. roll extract.
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bs3797 TROOPER B. STAPYLTON, 68TH COMPANY, 19TH BATTALION 
IMPERIAL YEOMANRY (PAGET'S HORSE). Queen's South Africa medal, 
type 3, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, Transvaal, (officially impressed: 13400 TPR: . 
STAPYLTON, 68TH. COY. 19TH. IMPL: YEO:=). Note, initial omitted from 
naming, otherwise Extremely Fine.

Trooper Bryan Stapylton was mortally wounded at Lichtenburg, 12/3/1901, 
dying of his wounds the following day. He is buried in St Anne's Churchyard, 
Kew, London.

Bryan Stapylton was the son of Miles Stapylton (Senior Customs Officer) and 
Sara Dorcas Stapylton. The 1881 census records him as being 10 years of age 
and living at 10 Mortlake Road, Kew.

Paget's Horse, the 51st, 52nd, 68th and 73rd Companies, which together made 
up the 19th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, was an elite unit. The following 
description of that regiment, the man who raised it and its recruits is taken 
from "Absent Minded Beggars" by Will Bennett'. "They were public school-
educated men recruited through advertisements in gentlemen's clubs. The 
battalion was raised by George Paget, the son of a British general and a 
compulsive amateur soldier with a penchant for getting himself involved in 
any conflict that afforded the chance of action. He never seems to have been a 
regular officer but served in the Russo- Turkish War of 1877-8 and the Greco-
Turkish War of 1897, as well as the Zulu War in 1879. Although aged 46 when 
the Boer War broke out, he went out to South Africa as second-in-command of 
his regiment and proved himself to be a man of some courage, being wounded 
twice. A portly figure who felt at home in the dining rooms and smoking rooms
of Pall Mall, Paget recruited 500 officers and men from a tiny, hopelessly 
inadequate room at the Imperial Yeomanry Committee's offices in Suffolk 
Street. However, it at least had the advantage of being only a short stroll from 
the clubs of which he was a member. Paget's Horse wore a badge made up of 
the letters PH which provided a source of instant merriment for the wags on 
the streets of London, who suggested that it stood for 'Piccadilly Heroes' or 
more commonly for 'Perfectly Harmless'. Gentlemen troopers such as Cosmo 
Rose-Innes, a barrister, found that wearing their new uniforms in the capital 
produced a rich variety of reactions and some odd social contradictions. He 
later recalled: "The khaki drew to its wearer, however, many amusing 
experiences; the fervent 'God bless you' of old ladies in the bus, the friendly 
offers of navvies to "ave half a pint' in the street, the respect of substantial 
citizens for one's opinion on the war. The "ave half a pint' situation was the 
most embarrassing. We were clad as troopers but flattered ourselves we bore 
the impress of officers and hence a conflict of emotions, the desire to be 
rollicking good fellows qualified by surprise that our would-be host should not 
detect the gentleman under the plain khaki."

£425 €510.00

BS3696 PRIVATE E. WILSON, COLDSTREAM GUARDS. Queen's South Africa 
Medal 1899-1902, type 2, 6 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, 
Johannesburg, Diamond Hill, Belfast, South Africa 1901, officially impressed 
(2134 Private, Coldstream Guards). Scattered minor rim nicks and edge 
bruises, pawnbroker's mark lightly scratched in obverse field behind Queen's 
head, otherwise Good Very Fine.

With photocopied medal roll extracts confirming medal and clasps.

£250 €300.00

BS3693 PRIVATE J. FREER, 3rd BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT (KING'S 
COUNTY MILITIA). Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902,  type 2 (ghost 
dates just visible on reverse), 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, 
Transvaal, officially impressed (1526 Private, Leinster Regiment). Few minor 
rim nicks, otherwise attractively toned and Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied medal roll extracts, confirming medal and clasps, and that 

£295 €354.00
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recipient also entitled KSA with 2 clasps. Medal also accompanied by 3 pages 
photocopied Militia attestation papers, photocopied extract from "The 
Constitutional Force" re the services of the 3rd Battalion Leinster Regiment in 
South Africa,  photocopied extracts from the Regimental History and extract 
from the 1911 Irish census.

Born in the parish of Kilbride, Tullamore, King's County (now Co. Offaly), 
John Freer enlisted into the 3rd Battalion Leinster Regiment for the second 
time on 2/12/1897 (enlistment papers confirm Freer as having previously 
served with the 3rd Battalion, purchasing his discharge in August 1897). At the
time of his second enlistment Freer stated that he was 18 years and 2 months 
old, was employed by Goodbodys of Tullamore and gave his trade as labourer. 
Freer joined the Special Service Section of the 3rd Leinsters, volunteering to 
undertake service abroad with the regular army, should he be required, on 
20/5/1899. Papers record Freer as being absent from training in 1903,  and his 
KSA Medal roll records him as actually having deserted in 1903.

Transvaal clasp scarce to the 3rd Battalion Leinster Regiment. Approximately 
100 awarded. These would all appear to have been awarded to the detachment 
of 100 men from the 3rd Leinsters who served with the Kimberley Column for 
six months in a mounted capacity, under Major Barry of the 3rd Leinsters. 
Extract from Regimental History gives details of the services of the Kimberley
Column, initially in pursuit of a force under the Boer general Christian De 
Wet, and later during the action at Tweebosch, 7/3/1902, when a British 
column under General Lord Methuen was routed and destroyed by a Boer 
force under General De La Rey. Some three-quarters of the officers and men 
under Methuen being killed were wounded or taken prisoner, one of the worst 
defeats suffered by the British Army in South Africa, the captured including 
Methuen himself, the most senior British officer to be taken prisoner by the 
Boers during the war.

Following his 1903 desertion Freer moved to Dublin. The 1911 census records 
John Freer as a married 30 year old general labourer from King’s County, 
living at Chamber Street, Merchant's Quay, Dublin. If John Freer was 30 years 
of age in 1911, this would imply that he lied about his age when re-enlisting in 
December 1897. Rather than being 18 years old, he would have been 17 when 
he re-enlisted in 1897.

BS3666 DRUMMER (LATER SERGEANT) DAVID ATKINS, NORTH 
STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT (LATER KING'S AFRICAN RIFLES). 
Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, type 3, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange
Free State, Johannesburg (officially impressed: 5026 DMR: T. ATKINS. N. 
STAFF: REGT.). Old dark tone, scattered light contact marks and edge 
bruising from other medals, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Note: the initial on Drummer Atkins's QSA is incorrect. This is no doubt due to
the fact that the letter T is the initial entered on both the QSA and KSA Medal 
rolls for him. However, WW1 Medal Index Card and Service Papers both 
confirm correct christian name as David (QSA and KSA Rolls, M.I.C. and 
service papers all have same matching service number, 5026). QSA Medal roll 
confirms medal and clasps and KSA roll confirms also entitled medal and 2 
clasps.

In addition to QSA and KSA Medal rolls and WW1 M.I.C., group also 
accompanied by 18 pages of photocopied service papers. 

David Atkins enlisted into the North Staffordshire Regiment on 28/7/1896. At 
time of enlistment he was 14 years and 10 months old. Service papers state 
that his trade at time of enlistment was "musician", but I suspect that this trade 
was one given to him by the recruiting officer, Atkins being posted on 

£285 €342.00
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attestation to the 2nd Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment as a Boy 
Drummer. Service papers indicate that David Atkins was an orphan, deserted 
by his parents at birth and initially raised in a Foundling Hospital. As a result, 
at the time of enlistment he stated that he did not know where he was born, 
parish, town or county. At time of enlistment Atkins stood some 4ft 7.5 inches 
tall and weighed just 6 stones 1 pounds (73 pounds). Service papers confirm 
service during the Boer War as a Drummer. Atkins was promoted unpaid 
Lance-Corporal, 1/5/1903, Lance-Corporal, 1/4/1904, Corporal, 7/12/1906, 
Lance-Sergeant, 4/10/1911, and Sergeant, 24/4/1912. He was discharged 
following the termination of his second period of engagement on 28/3/1919.

In addition to peace-time service, service papers confirm active service in 
South Africa from 14/1/1900 to 8/10/1902 with the 2nd Battalion North 
Staffordshire Regiment, with the expeditionary force in France, 10/9/1914 to 
24/9/1916, with the 1st Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment (10/9/1914 
would be his date of embarkation for France, the 1st North Staffordshires 
landing at St Nazaire two days later, on 12/9/1914), and in East Africa attached
to the King's African Rifles from 24/5/1917 to 28/1/1919.

Atkins was wounded in action on at least three occasions during his military 
career, the first occasion being on 26/9/1914 (shrapnel wound to arm), again on
24/8/1918 (slightly wounded), and on 6/9/1918 (slightly wounded, returned to 
duty). The final two occasions on which Atkins was wounded occurred while 
he was attached King’s African Rifles in East Africa, during the closing stages 
of that campaign. This was perhaps the toughest campaign fought during 
WW1, men on both sides fighting in the most difficult conditions, beset by 
climate, sickness and disease, and on the British side often on the verge of 
starvation. Facing them was a mixed force of German and native troops led by 
Major-General Von Lettow, who commanded Germany’s only undefeated army
during WW1 and who was still leading the opposing British forces a merry 
dance through East Africa when the Armistice came into force on 11/11/1918. 
Medal accompanied by photocopied extracts from Malcolm Page’s “History of
the King’s African Rifles”, giving details of the period during which Atkins 
was wounded. During August and September 1918, when Atkins was twice 
wounded, British forces in East Africa initially believed they had managed to 
“bag” Von Lettow, surrounding his forces with a number of mobile columns. 
Von Lettow, as usual, managed to break through the surrounding columns by 
splitting his force into several smaller columns, each of which fought their way
to safety.

As regards next of kin, service papers state that Atkins had “no relatives”.

Also entitled 1914 Star and bar trio.

BS3655 PRIVATE W. BEVAN, 2ND BATTALION THE QUEEN'S ROYAL WEST 
SURREY REGIMENT. Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, type 2, ghost 
dates clearly visible on reverse, 1 clasp, Natal (officially impressed: 5698 PTE.
W. BEVAN, RL. WT. SURREY REGT). Extremely Fine and virtually as 
struck, and with an attractive old dark tone.

With photocopied medal roll extract which confirms medal and single clasp 
Natal, and that Private Bevan "died" whilst serving in South Africa.

£345 €414.00

bs3636 PRIVATE F.J. GREEN, 5TH ROYAL IRISH LANCERS. Queen's South 
Africa Medal 1899-1902, type 3, 4 clasps, Natal, Belmont, Modder River, 
Orange Free State (officially impressed: 5971 Private, 5th Lancers). 
Attractively toned, Extrmely Fine.

Unusual combination of clasps to the 5th Lancers, more usually seen on 
medals to the 9th Lancers.

£375 €450.00
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BS3632 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE J. 
McQUEIRNS, ROYAL IRISH RIFLES, WHO WAS TWICE TAKEN 
PRISONER OF WAR, BY THE BOER'S IN SOUTH AFRICA AND BY THE 
GERMANS, IN THE SPRING OFFENSIVE OF 1918. Queen's South Africa 
Medal 1899-1902, type 2, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal
(officially engraved: Pte. T. McQUEINS. R. Ir. RIF.). Note incorrect spelling 
of surname on medal, surfaces with contact marks from other medals, and rim 
contact marked at 3 o'clock and 9 o'clock, causing some wear to naming 
details, though these still legible at contact points, otherwise Good Very Fine.

With photocopied extract from Boer War Casualty Roll, 14 pages of 
photocopied service papers, extracts from QSA and KSA medal rolls and 
WW1 Medal Index cards (2).

Born in the parish of St Lawrence O'Toole, Dublin, Thomas McQueirns 
enlisted into the Royal Irish Rifles at Dublin on 2/8/1898. At the time of 
enlistment he was 18 years and 5 months old, gave his trade as that of labourer,
and stated that he had previously seen service in the 3rd Battalion Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers (Kildare  Militia). He was posted to the 2nd Battalion Royal 
Irish Rifles on 21/8/1898, promoted Lance Corporal, 1/12/1901, Corporal, 
26/9/1902, but reverted to Private at his own request on 2/4/1903. McQuerins 
transferred to 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles on 1/10/1906 and was promoted 
Lance Corporal, 30/11/1910, Corporal, 9/8/1914, following the outbreak of 
WW1, and Acting Sergeant, 18/11/1914.

McQueirns saw active service with the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles during 
the Boer War, being taken prisoner of war at Reddersburg, 3-4 April 1900. 
During WW1 he first saw active service in France, entering that theatre of 
operations on 16/8/1914 (the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles had already 
landed in France two days earlier, at Havre, on 14/8/1914). McQuerins was 
wounded in action on 7/5/1915, gunshot wound to the shoulder, and evacuated 
home on 16/5/1915, being posted to the Royal Irish Rifles Depot on 17/5/1915 
with the rank of Corporal. McQueirns must have been seriously wounded, as 
he did not return to France for almost 3 years, returning to see service with the 
2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles in France on 12/3/1918. He was posted 
"missing", prisoner of war, during the German Spring Offensive, on 24/3/1918,
just thirteen days after returning to duty. Imprisoned in Germany, he was 
eventually repatriated on 4/12/1918. McQueirns was discharged from the army
and granted a pension of 15 pence a day for life, from 30/8/1919. Service 
papers confirm as a Signaller during WW1.

There is some correspondence amongst the papers regarding the transfer of 
McQueirns from the Royal Irish Rifles to the Corps of Military Police in 1912.
However, this fell through when an officer from the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish 
Rifles informed the Corps of Military Police that he had been "severely 
reprimanded" on 9/9/1912 for "quitting barracks about 8.30pm without 
permission whilst Acting Orderly Sergeant of the Signallers and remaining 
absent until 12.50am the following day, a total of 4 hours and 20 minutes".

Note there are two WW1 Medal Index Cards for McQueirns. One in the name 
of Thomas McQueirns, which confirms BWM and Victory only, and another in
the name of Thomas McQuerns, which confirms 1914 Star tiro. Both these 
medal index cards have same regimental number and regiment, 5611 Royal 
Irish Rifles.

£350 €420.00

BS3631 THE Q.S.A. AWARDED TO PRIVATE G. HAYWARD, 1ST BATTALION 
KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS, WHO WAS COURT-MARTIALED AND 
"DISCHARGED WITH IGNOMINY" IN 1901, ONLY TO RE-ENLIST 
WITHIN THREE WEEKS INTO ANOTHER REGIMENT, THE ROYAL 
IRISH RIFLES. Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, type 3, 4 clasps, 

£495 €594.00
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Talana, Defence of Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing's Nek, officially impressed 
(1052 Private, King's Royal Rifle Corps). Attractively toned, light scratch in 
field in front of Queen's face, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extract from QSA medal roll, which notes that Private 
Hayward was "discharged with ignominy" on 1st April 1901. However, roll 
also notes that he  somehow managed to rejoin the army with remarkable 
speed using an assumed name, Robert Bradley, and  re-enlisting just three 
weeks after being discharged, on 23rd April 1901, as 6320 Private R. Bradley. 
Royal Irish Rifles. Using that assumed name Hayward continued to serve with 
the Royal Irish Rifles up to and including the outbreak of WW1, as a private 
with the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. He  subsequently saw service during 
WW1 as G/12 Private, 1st Garrison Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers and 40023 
Sergeant, 2nd Battalion Leinster Regiment. 

Recipient's Queen's South Africa Medal was originally forfeit as a result of his 
dishonourable discharge, but medal roll notes that it was later restored and 
forwarded for issue to the Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion Royal Irish
Rifles on 15/9/1911.

For his services during WW1 recipient was also awarded a 1914 Star and Bar 
trio (medal accompanied by photocopied Medal Index card).

Recipient of this medal not to be confused with 3099 Private R. Bradley of the 
2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles, who also served during the Boer War but was 
a different man entirely.

bs3617 COLOUR SERGEANT P. DUNNE, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT. Queen's South Africa Medal, type 3 reverse, wreath points to "F"
of AFRICA, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State,  officially impressed 
(2179 Colour Sergeant, 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment). Top two clasps 
loose on ribbon, bruise to obverse rim at 7 o'clock, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Scarce award to a Colour Sergeant.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from Medal Roll, dated Lydenburg
25/7/1901, confirming clasps and service with 1st Battalion, and initially 
noting that recipient had by that date "transferred home" (probably time 
expired).

£250 €300.00

BS3573 PRIVATE J. EVERS, 1ST BATTALION LIVERPOOL REGIMENT. Queen's 
South Africa Medal 1899-1902, type 3, wreath points to F in AFRICA, 3 
clasps, Relief of Ladysmith, Laing's Nek, Belfast, officially impressed (5864 
Private, Liverpool Regiment), Almost Extremely Fine.

Private Evers was taken prisoner of war at Helvetia, 29th December 1900. In 
December 1900 the garrison at Helvetia consisted of a small detachment of the
1st Battalion Liverpool Regiment and some artillery, the main camp, 
comprising three separate posts, being situated on some rising ground in the 
middle of a large upland plain, from where the garrison kept a protective watch
over convoys as they passed through. In early December the garrison learnt 
that Louis Botha himself, with a strong force, was in the neighbourhood, and 
that an attack was imminent. Precautions were taken immediately, the men 
sleeping in their boots, with their rifles, loaded, at their sides at all times. On 
the night of 27th December the Boers launched a concerted surprise attack on 
Helvetia. The British sentries were overcome, shot down before they had time 
to warn their comrades, and quickly the general assault devolved into hand to 
hand fighting. Eventually two of the garrisons posts surrendered, after which 
the Boers attempted to remove a 4.7 inch gun that they had captured at one of 
the posts. Initially they were prevented from doing so by rifle fire from the 
third post, directed by a Lieutenant Wilkinson. As daylight broke, the Boers 

£350 €420.00
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also came under artillery fire as they continued the attempt to remove the 
artillery piece. At this point, what was at the time described as "an incident of 
the most disgraceful nature" occurred. The members of the Liverpool 
Regiment and gunners who had been captured when the two posts fell, no 
doubt including Private Evers, were placed as a screen between the the Boers, 
who were attempting to remove the gun, and the incoming artillery fire. As a 
result the British gunners ceased fire, and the Boers got away with their prize. 
During this action at Helvetia the British losses amounted to some 13 men 
killed, 4 officers and 28 men wounded and some 231 officers and men taken 
prisoner. Private Evers was subsequently released.

BS3550 PRIVATE H. SMITH, KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS. Queen's South Africa 
Medal, 2 clasps, Talana, Defence of Ladysmith, officially impressed: (8550 
Private, King's Royal Rifle Corps). Attractive old tone, Almost Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming medal and clasps and 
noting that Private Smith was invalided on 23/5/1900.

£480 €576.00

BS3540 7829 PRIVATE T. WILKINSON, 4TH BATTALION RIFLE BRIGADE. 
Queen’s South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free 
State, South Africa 1902. Naming rubbed (possible half-hearted attempt to 
erase surname, but all letters still clearly visible), couple of edge nicks and 
bruises,  Very Fine to Good Very Fine.

Sold with a copy of the medal roll, which confirms medal and clasps, and that 
Private Wilkinson subsequently transferred to the 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade.

£130 €156.00

BS3457 PRIVATE J. GASCOYNE, 2ND BATTALION YORKSHIRE LIGHT 
INFANTRY. Queen's South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free 
State, Transvaal (attempted erasure of surname, which is officially impressed 
in block capitals and the remains of which read: 1()10 PTE. J. GASCO(Y-)E, 
2. Y(ORK)S: LT. (IN)F:). Ghost dates visible on reverse, attractive old dark 
tone, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 5 pages of copied service papers and copied medal roll
confirming medal and clasps (medal roll gives initial incorrectly as "F", but 
regimental number and rank are identical on service papers and medal roll, 
1610 Private).

Joseph Gascoyne was born in the parish of Aston, Rotherham, Yorkshire. He 
enlisted at Sheffield on 16/2/1895. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years 
old, gave his trade as that of miner and stated that he had previously seen 
service with the 3rd Battalion South Yorkshire Regiment. Apart from a brief 
period as a Lance Corporal, June 1889-February 1890, Gascoyne never rose 
above the rank of Private and transferred to the Army Reserve on 16/2/1897. 
Gascoyne was recalled for service following the outbreak of the Boer War, on 
7/3/1900, and was finally discharged on 22/9/1907. 

£95 €114.00

BS3420 PRIVATE W. BAXENDALE, 2ND BATTALION LANCASHIRE 
FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, type 2, 8 clasps, Cape Colony, 
Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing's 
Nek, South Africa 1901, South Africa 1902, officially impressed (3776 Private,
Lancashire Fusiliers). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

With 7 pages of photocopied service papers. William Baxendale was born in 
Bolton, Lancashire. He enlisted at Bolton on 27/8/1891. At the time of 
enlistment he was 18 years and 8 months old, gave his trade as labourer and 
stated that he had previously seen service in the Militia with the 4th Battalion 
Lancashire Fusiliers. Bolton never rose above the rank of Private, and during 
his first period of service he saw active service with the Lancashire Fusiliers in
Sudan, 11/1/1898 - 8/10/1898 (awarded Queen's Sudan Medal and Khedive's 
Sudan Medal with Khartoum clasp) and during the occupation of Crete, 

£480 €576.00
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9/10/1898 - 3/12/1898 (no medals awarded for this incident). Baxendale was 
transferred to the Army Reserve on 26/5/1899, but was recalled to the colours 
following the outbreak of the Boer War, on 13/11/1899, and saw service in 
South Africa with the Lancashire Fusiliers, 2/12/1899 - 25/8/1902 (also 
entitled 2 clasp KSA). Baxendale was transferred to the Army Reserve for a 
second time on 26/8/1903 and did not see any further service with the colours. 
In addition to serving in Sudan, Crete and South Africa, Baxendale also saw 
service in India from 21/11/1892 to 10/1/1898 and Malta from 9/10/1898 to 
3/12/1898

Medal accompanied by photocopied extracts from medal rolls. The QSA roll 
initially credits Baxendale with the Cape Colony clasp, but this was 
subsequently struck out, which may indicate that it had already been issued or 
that Baxendale was for some reason not entitled (the Cape Colony clasp was 
issued to a majority of the men of the 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers). The roll also 
confirms Orange Free State, Transvaal, Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith 
and Laing's Nek clasps. King's South Africa medal roll confirms SA01 and 
SA02 clasps. The rivets on this medal look to be original and it appears to be 
entirely as issued. I suspect that the Cape Colony clasp was either issued prior 
to his entitlement being struck from the roll, and that the medal was issued 
with the SA01 and SA02 clasps in error. Alternatively, Baxendale may have 
been issued with a KSA with duplicate SA01 and SA02 clasps. An interesting 
curiosity.

BS3412 PRIVATE P. MURRAY, 1ST BATTALION, ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 4 clasps, Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith,
Transvaal, Laing's Nek, officially impressed (3755 Private, Royal Dublin 
Fusiliers). Ghost dates visible on reverse, small bruise to obverse rim at 5 
o'clock, otherwise attractively toned and Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of photocopied service papers and copied 
medal roll, confirming medal and clasps. Peter Murray was born in Bradford, 
Yorkshire and enlisted into the Royal Dublin Fusiliers at Halifax, Yorkshire, on
31/8/1890. A labourer by trade, he was 18 years of age at the time of 
enlistment. He transferred to the Army Reserve on 21/8/1897, and was recalled
to active service following the outbreak of the Boer War on 7/10/1899. He 
transferred to the Army Reserve again on 21/5/1902. Murray never rose above 
the rank of Private and was finally discharged from the army on 20/8/1902. In 
addition to service at home Murphy saw service in South Africa, 11/11/1899 to
14/11/1901.

£275 €330.00

BS3407 TROOPER E. ROGER, 2ND SCOTTISH HORSE (LATER PRIVATE, 
ARGYLL & SUTHERLAND HIGHLANDERS AND 2ND LIEUTENANT, 
ARMY SERVICE CORPS). Queen's South Africa Medal, 4 clasps, Transvaal, 
South Africa 1902, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, officially impressed 
(37648 Trooper, 2nd Scottish Horse). Clasps listed in order fitted, i.e., 
incorrect, suspender slack, otherwise with an attractive old dark tone and 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Recipient also saw service WW1 and was killed in action on 19/7/1918. Also 
entitled 1914-15 Star trio.

With photocopied extract from published QSA roll for 2nd Scottish Horse, 16 
pages photocopied documents form 2nd Lieutenant Roger's Officer's Papers 
file and Commonwealth War Graves details. 

QSA roll confirms medal and clasps, and gives place and date of discharge as 
Aldershot, 3/9/1902. 

Edward James Pringle Roger, born Aberdeen, 13/4/1879, the son of George 
Stevenson Roger and Mary Walker Roger, of Aberdeen, was educated at 

£290 €348.00
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Albany Academy, Glasgow. He enlisted into the 14th Battalion Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders on 14/6/1915, and saw service in France, initially with
that battalion from 4/6/1916 (the 14th Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders landed
as a unit at Havre in June 1916). Within two weeks of landing in France he 
was attached for service to the 40th Division Train, Army Service Corps. 
Roger was transferred home in 1917 with a view to being commissioned and 
posted to the Army Service Corps Training Establishment on 1/9/1917. Roger 
was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, Army Service Corps, 28/10/1917 and 
subsequently served in France from 22/11/1917 with No 2 (464) Company, 
49th Divisional Train, Army Service Corps. The 39 year old  2nd Lieutenant 
Roger was killed in action on 19/7/1918, near Ypres, whilst serving with 49th 
Divisional Train. He is buried in Mendingham Military Cemetery, grave 
reference X.E.3. During WW1 Roger gave as his next of kin his mother, Mrs 
Mary Roger, of Dunosdale, Cramond Bridge, Edinburgh, and his brother in 
law,  A.M. McLeod, S.S.C., 27 Rutland Street, Edinburgh.

For whatever reason, when re-enlisting in 1914 Roger stated that he had never 
previously seen service with the forces, naval or military. However,  a  WW1 
report amongst his service papers notes Roger as being "a good horseman and 
horse master.. .. suitable for horse transport duties". No doubt a reflection of 
his extensive service during the Boer War with the Scottish Horse. 

Following his discharge from the Scottish Horse Roger had emigrated to 
Canada, where he farmed in New Brunswick. On his death Roger left a 
considerable estate, with a gross value of some £6,135.

BS3404 DRUMMER W.H. DOWNS, VOLUNTEER COMPANY, ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT (LATE KING'S (LIVERPOOL) REGIMENT AND LATER 
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS). Queen's South Africa Medal, type 3, 3 
clasps, Cape Colony, Wittebergen, Belfast (officially impressed: 7854 DMr W. 
H. DOWNS. VOL: Coy. RL: IRISH. REGt.). Small bruise to obverse rim at 7 
o'clock, otherwise attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine, and a rare award 
to one of only two Drummers to see service with the Volunteer Company of 
the Royal Irish Regiment in South Africa.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, copied extract QSA Medal rolls 
(2) confirming  medal and clasps, and copy article from the Medal Society of 
Ireland Journal, "The Queen's South Africa Medal to the Volunteer Company 
Royal Irish Regiment" by Michael Kavanagh. Both medal rolls and journal 
article confirm that Drummer Downs saw service with the Volunteer Company 
Royal Irish Regiment in South Africa during the Boer War. 

Medal also accompanied by 9 pages copied WW1 service papers.

Downs re-enlisted following the outbreak of WW1 into the Royal Army 
Medical Corps at Liverpool on 27/9/1914 and was posted for service with the 
48th Field Ambulance. At the time of re-enlistment he was 40 years and 330 
days old,  gave his trade as that of warehouseman and confirmed that he had 
previously seen service with the Volunteer Company, Royal Irish Regiment. 
Downs saw only a brief period of service during WW1 being "discharged, not 
being likely to become an efficient soldier" on 11/12/1914, after 76 days 
service with the colours. Prior to being discharged he was court martialed for 
breaking out of barracks and being found drinking in a public house outside 
the barrack gates on 19/10/1914 and was sentenced to 5 days confinement to 
barracks.

William Henry Downs was born in Liverpool in 1874, the son of John and 
Bridget Downs. 

The Volunteer Company that saw service with the Royal Irish Regiment in 
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South Africa was drawn from the 5th (Irish) Volunteer Battalion of The King's 
(Liverpool) Regiment. There were three sections to this Company, each of 
which went out to South Africa independently. Drummer Downs is confirmed 
as having been a member of the first section. He was one of only two men with
the rank of Drummer to see service with the Volunteer Company of the Royal 
Irish Regiment.

Both the medal roll extracts that accompany the medal are dated Liverpool, 
26/6/1901. On the first, surname is spelt "Downs" and confirms medal only. On
the second roll, surnamed spelling has been corrected to "Downes", the same 
spelling as given in Michael Kavanagh's article, and confirms Cape Colony, 
Wittebergen and Belfast clasps. Surname is spelt Downs in biographical details
from Ancestry.

Downs presumably enlisted into the Royal Army Medical Corps in 1914 
because he had previous experience during the Boer War as a Medical Orderly,
Drummer's duties including acting as stretcher bearers and otherwise assisting 
in the evacuation of casualties. 

BS3350 GUNNER H.W. DUKE, Q BATTERY, ROYAL HORSE ARTILLERY. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Relief of Kimberley, Orange Free State, 
officially impressed (32278 Gunner H.W. Duke, Q Battery, Royal Horse 
Artillery). Extremely Fine.

Gunner Duke died of enteric fever at Bloemfontein, 23rd May 1900, 53 days 
after the famous action at Sannah’s Post fought by Q Battery and one gun from
U Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, on 31/3/1900.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of photocopied service papers, photocopy of 
original medal roll extract (confirming medal and clasps), and page from 
published Boer War Casualty Roll.

Herbert William Duke, born in the parish of Bengeo, near the town of 
Hertford, Hertfordshire, enlisted into the Royal Artillery at London on 
19/12/1898. At the time of enlistment Duke was 18 years and 1 month old, 
gave his trade as that of engineer, and confirmed that he had been apprenticed 
for the previous two years to the firm of M & HJ Rogers in Watford. After 
training Duke was posted for service with P Battery with the rank of Gunner 
on 24/3/1899, and subsequently posted for service with Q Battery, 27/11/1899. 
Duke was still serving with Q Battery when he died of enteric fever at 
Bloemfontein on 23/5/1900. Service papers give next of kin as his father, 
William Duke, Stanstead Abbots, Ware, Hertfordshire.

The officers and men of Q Battery Royal Horse Artillery won four Victoria 
Crosses, for fighting and extricating their guns during the action at Sannah's 
Post, 31st March 1900, when they, as Sir Arthur Conan Doyle so aptly put it in
his history of the Boer War, “plucked glory out of disaster”.

On 31st March 1900, General Broadwood was in the process of retreating 
from Thabanchu towards Bloemfontein. His force consisted of 1,700 men, 
comprising Rimington's Guides, Roberts's Horse, the New Zealand and Burma
Mounted Infantry, a composite regiment of Household Cavalry, the 10th 
Hussars, and 'Q' and 'U' Batteries, Royal Horse Artillery. This large body of 
men would have been safe from attack, had Broadwood not committed the 
cardinal error of failing to place scouts at the head of the column. As a result, it
rode straight into a well concealed ambush at Sannah's Post, staged by a Boer 
Commando of 300 men under the command of General Christian De Wet, the 
leading sections of the column, including 5 guns of 'U' Battery, being taken 
prisoner to a man without a shot being fired. Alerted to the fact that an ambush 
was in progress, 'Q' Battery and the surviving gun from 'U' Battery wheeled 
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around and rode off to form a firing line some 1,150 yards from the Boer 
positions. The speed of the deployment resulted in one gun from 'Q' Battery 
being overturned when the wheel horse was shot and it had to be abandoned, 
but the remaining 6 guns of 'Q' and 'U' Batteries quickly came into action, and 
covered the retreating survivors of the ambush as they extricated themselves. 
At such a short range from the Boers, the officers and men of 'Q' and 'U' 
Batteries were sitting targets and subject to a withering fire from the Boer 
positions, but they fought their guns and returned fire until the order was given
to retire. Eventually, with the assistance of other officers and men in the 
column, four guns were saved, manhandled out out of action to a position 
behind some buildings, where a team of uninjured horses stood ready to 
receive them. During the action 'Q' Battery suffered such severe casualties that,
out of the original 50 officers and men, only one officer, one sergeant, one 
corporal and eight men were still standing at the end of the day, and many of 
these were wounded. 

Lord Roberts was so impressed by the gallantry of the officers and men of 'Q' 
Battery that, after full consideration of the circumstances of the case, he 
formed the opinion that the conduct of all ranks of Q Battery was 
conspicuously gallant and daring, and that all were equally brave and devoted 
in their behaviour and each equally deserving of a Victoria Cross. Invoking 
Article 13 of Victoria Cross Warrant, he asked that the battery select from 
among themselves one officer, one sergeant, one gunner and one driver to 
receive the decoration on behalf of their fellow officers, sergeants, gunners and
drivers. As a survivor, Gunner Duke was amongst those eligible for the award 
of a Victoria Cross. Eventually, the battery selected Major E.J. Phipps-Hornby, 
Sergeant C. Parker, Gunner I. Lodge and Driver H.H. Glasock to receive the 
Victoria Cross. Lieutenant F.A. Maxwell, Indian Army, attached Roberts' 
Horse, was also awarded the Victoria Cross for the action at Sanna’s Post.

When the British advance north to Pretoria re-started after the action at 
Sannah’s Post, a number of streams (spruits) and rivers had to be crossed, 
including the Modder River, which lay just two miles to the east of Korn 
Spruit, scene of the Sannah’s Post engagement. By this stage of the war, the 
Modder River and the various streams in its vicinity had been severely 
polluted by the various military units, Boer and Imperial, crossing and re-
crossing them. Gunner Duke undoubtedly contracted enteric fever as a result 
of drinking polluted water from the streams and rivers that Q Battery crossed 
during the re-commenced advance on Pretoria, capital of the Transvaal 
Republic. Duke was subsequently evacuated to Bloemfontein, capital of the 
Orange Free State, which had fallen to the British and Imperial forces on 
13/3/1900.  Gunner Duke died at Bloemfontein on 23/5/1900, 53 days after the
action at Sannah’s Post.

Enteric fever (now know as Typhoid fever) is transmitted by the ingestion of 
food or water contaminated with the faeces from an infected person. The 
incubation period for the disease usually lasts between 7 and 21 days. Unless 
properly treated, death usually takes place within 21 days of the incubation 
period ending. Given that the maximum normal period of survival after 
drinking polluted water is around 42 days, and since Duke died on 23/5/1900,  
this would indicate that he contracted the disease on or after 11th April, some 
eleven days or more after the action at Sannah’s Post.

British and Imperial forces eventually entered Pretoria on 5/6/1900, thirteen 
days after the death of Gunner Duke.

BS3322 PRIVATE T. O'BRIEN, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Talana, Orange Free State, Transvaal, 
officially impressed (4790 Private, Royal Dublin Fusiliers). Ghost dates visible
on reverse, mounted court style for display, Extremely Fine.

£625 €750.00
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Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers, copied medal rolls 
(2), confirming medal and clasps and that O'Brien was also entitled to the 
King's South Africa Medal, along with extract from published Casualty Roll.

Thomas O'Brien was born in the parish of St Finbarr, Cork and enlisted into 
the Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 15/3/1893. At time of enlistment he was 18 years
old and gave his trade as that of labourer. O'Brien never rose above the rank of 
Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 14/3/1903 and was discharged 
"time expired" on 14/3/1905. Service papers gave next of kin as his father, 
Timothy, of 6 Evergreen Street, Cork. O'Brien was also awarded the King's 
South Africa Medal. Casualty Roll confirms that Private O'Brien was wounded
at Glencoe (Talana) 20/10/1899.

BS3315 PRIVATE J. MONAGHAN, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN 
FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Tugela Heights, Orange 
Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing's Nek, officially impressed 
(4019 Private, Royal Dublin Fusiliers). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll. Medal accompanied by 4 pages of 
photocopied service papers. 

John Monaghan was born in the parish of St Peter, Dublin. A labourer by trade,
he enlisted into the Royal Dublin Fusiliers at Naas on 1/2/1891. At the time of 
enlistment he was 18 years and 2 months old. Monaghan saw service initially 
with the 1st Battalion, but transferred to the 2nd Battalion 22/4/1893. He 
transferred to the Army Reserve but was recalled to active service on the 
outbreak of the Boer War, on 7/10/1899, and saw service with the 1st 
Battalion. He transferred to the Army Reserve for a second time 9/2/1903 and 
was finally discharged from the army on 23/2/1903. In addition to service at 
home, Monaghan also saw service in India and had two periods of active 
service in South Africa, from 18/5/1897 to 29/11/1898 and 10/11/1899 to 
30/8/1902.

£365 €438.00

BS3303 PRIVATE G.B. HEARD, 51ST (PAGET'S HORSE) COMPANY, 12TH 
BATTALION IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 
clasps, Cape Colony, Transvaal, Orange Free State, South Africa 1901, South 
Africa 1902, officially impressed (28705 Private, 51st Company Imperial 
Yeomanry). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Private Heard was taken prisoner of war at Korannafontein, 23/5/1901. He was
subsequently released.

Paget's Horse, the 51st, 52nd, 68th and 73rd Companies, which together made 
up the 19th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, was an elite unit. The following 
description of that regiment, the man who raised it and its recruits is taken 
from "Absent Minded Beggars" by Will Bennett'. "They were public school-
educated men recruited through advertisements in gentlemen's clubs. The 
battalion was raised by George Paget, the son of a British general and a 
compulsive amateur soldier with a penchant for getting himself involved in 
any conflict that afforded the chance of action. He never seems to have been a 
regular officer but served in the Russo- Turkish War of 1877-8 and the Greco-
Turkish War of 1897, as well as the Zulu War in 1879. Although aged 46 when 
the Boer War broke out, he went out to South Africa as second-in-command of 
his regiment and proved himself to be a man of some courage, being wounded 
twice. A portly figure who felt at home in the dining rooms and smoking rooms
of Pall Mall, Paget recruited 500 officers and men from a tiny, hopelessly 
inadequate room at the Imperial Yeomanry Committee's offices in Suffolk 
Street. However, it at least had the advantage of being only a short stroll from 
the clubs of which he was a member. Paget's Horse wore a badge made up of 
the letters PH which provided a source of instant merriment for the wags on 
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the streets of London, who suggested that it stood for 'Piccadilly Heroes' or 
more commonly for 'Perfectly Harmless'. Gentlemen troopers such as Cosmo 
Rose-Innes, a barrister, found that wearing their new uniforms in the capital 
produced a rich variety of reactions and some odd social contradictions. He 
later recalled: "The khaki drew to its wearer, however, many amusing 
experiences; the fervent 'God bless you' of old ladies in the bus, the friendly 
offers of navvies to "ave half a pint' in the street, the respect of substantial 
citizens for one's opinion on the war. The "ave half a pint' situation was the 
most embarrassing. We were clad as troopers but flattered ourselves we bore 
the impress of officers and hence a conflict of emotions, the desire to be 
rollicking good fellows qualified by surprise that our would-be host should not 
detect the gentleman under the plain khaki."

BS3297 PRIVATE B. WILLIAMS, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Wittebergen, Belfast, 
officially impressed (3219 Private, 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment). 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopy of relevant extract from medal roll, 
confirming medal and clasps.

£225 €270.00

BS3034 TROOPER  A. QUINN, A DIVISION, SOUTH AFRICAN 
CONSTABULARY. Queen's South Africa Medal, type 3, 5 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1901, South Africa 1902, 
officially impressed (472 Trooper, South African Constabulary). Attractively 
toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, with a length of original 
ribbon.

Trooper Quinn was severely wounded at Leeuwfontein, 29/4/1902.

With photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming clasps and that Quinn 
served with A Division of the South African Constabulary, and that he was 
eventually discharged on 16/12/1902.

Medal also accompanied by pre 1902 pattern Queen's crown bronzed white 
metal South African Constabulary cap badge, which has been converted to use 
as a miniature photograph frame, by having the central device from the circlet 
(the springbok's head) removed, and a wooden backing plate affixed at rear to 
the two lugs. This now houses a portrait photograph of the recipient in 
uniform, but much faded and just barely discernible (I am told by a 
photographic studio that this photograph is restorable to bring back the original
image)

£290 €348.00

BS3032 PRIVATE W. GOMME, 2ND BRIGADE BEARER COMPANY (NO. 4 
BEARER COMPANY) ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. Queen's South 
Africa Medal 1899-1902, type 2, ghost dates clearly visible in reverse field, 2 
clasps, Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith, officially impressed, 7981 
Private, R.A.M.C. Official correction to the letter “C” in R.A.M.C., heavy 
contact mark in obverse field stretching from Queen Victoria's chin to her left 
shoulder (approx. 20mm long and 3mm wide) and the medal disc slightly 
buckled as a result, otherwise Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll of the 2nd 
Brigade Bearer Company, R.A.M.C., dated Elandsfontein, 9/7/1902, 
confirming clasps and noting that recipient was “transferred to Durban 
10/4/00, invalided home 4/5/00”. Soldier’s Papers not traced.

£140 €168.00

BS3006 CORPORAL H. DONOHUE, 1ST BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, 
officially impressed (5204 Corporal, Leinster Regiment). Couple of minor 
edge nicks, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£165 €198.00
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Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll confirming medal 
and clasps. Medal roll gives rank as Lance Corporal. Unusual combination of 
clasps to the 1st Battalion Leinster Regiment, most of the men from the 
battalion also receiving the Wittebergen and/or the Transvaal clasp in addition 
to the Cape Colony and Orange Free State clasps.

BS2983 SERJEANT J. MCKEE, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 
Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 3 clasps, Talana, Orange Free State, 
Transvaal, officially impressed (3832 Sergeant, Royal Irish Fusiliers). Almost 
Extremely Fine.

£450 €540.00

BS2954 PRIVATE R. GREEN, 1ST BATTALION LIVERPOOL REGIMENT. Queen's 
South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, (officially 
impressed, 4902 Private, Liverpool Regiment). Extremely Fine.

Private Green was taken prisoner of war at Helvetia, 29th December 1900. In 
December 1900 the garrison at Helvetia consisted of a small detachment of the
Liverpool Regiment and some artillery, the main camp, comprising three 
separate posts, being situated on some rising ground in the middle of a large 
upland plain, from where the garrison kept a protective watch over convoys as 
they passed through. In early December the garrison learnt that Louis Botha 
himself, with a strong force, was in the neighbourhood, and that an attack was 
imminent. Precautions were taken immediately, the men sleeping in their 
boots, with their rifles, loaded, at their sides at all times. On the night of 27th 
December the Boers launched a concerted surprise attack on Helvetia. The 
British sentries were overcome, shot down before they had time to warn their 
comrades, and quickly the general assault devolved into hand to hand fighting. 
Eventually two of the garrisons posts surrendered, after which the Boers 
attempted to remove a 4.7 inch gun that they had captured at one of the posts. 
Initially they were prevented from doing so by rifle fire from the third post, 
directed by a Lieutenant Wilkinson. As daylight broke, the Boers also came 
under artillery fire as they continued the attempt to remove the artillery piece. 
At this point, what was at the time described as "an incident of the most 
disgraceful nature" occurred. The members of the Liverpool Regiment and 
gunners who had been captured when the two posts fell, no doubt including 
Private Green, were placed as a screen between the the Boers, who were 
attempting to remove the gun, and the incoming artillery fire. As a result the 
British gunners ceased fire, and the Boers got away with their prize. During 
this action at Helvetia the British losses amounted to some 13 men killed, 4 
officers and 28 men wounded and some 231 officers and men taken prisoner. 
Private Green was subsequently released.

£350 €420.00

BS2806B PRIVATE A. NOONE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS. 
Queen’s South Africa 1899-1902, 6 clasps, Talana, Tugela Heights, Orange 
Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing’s Nek (officially impressed: 
5104 Pte. A. NOONE, RL. DUBLIN FUS:). Attractively toned, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll extract, which confirms medal and 
clasps, and that Noone was invalided from South Africa in August 1900.

£525 €630.00

BS2804 SERGEANT (LATER WARRANT OFFICER CLASS 2)  E.J. MOTH, 2ND 
BATTALION NORFOLK REGIMENT AND NORFOLK COMPANY, 7TH 
MOUNTED INFANTRY (LATER ARMY GYMNASTIC STAFF). Queen’s 
South Africa 1899-1902, 2 clasps, Relief of Kimberley, Paardeberg (officially 
impressed: 3382 Sgt. E. J. MOTH, NORFOLK REGt.). Good Very Fine.

Sergeant Moth was invalided from South Africa suffering from the effects of 
enteric fever in June 1900. 

Medal accompanied by 25 pages of photocopied service papers and 
photocopied medal rolls for QSA and KSA (the QSA roll being a complete roll

£325 €390.00
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of the 100 officers and men of the Norfolk Regiment who saw service with the 
Norfolk Company, 7th Mounted Infantry). 

Edgar James Moth was born in Southsea, Portsmouth. A baker by occupation, 
he attested for the Norfolk Regiment on 14 November 1892, aged 18 years, 9 
months. Moth gained his Mounted Infantry Certificate in November 1897 and 
attained the rank of Sergeant in April 1899. His overseas service was restricted
to South Africa, where he served from January - June 1900. Moth was 
invalided to England in June 1900 suffering from the effects of enteric fever 
(note: service papers give date invalided from South Africa as 25th June, but 
medal roll give 22nd June). Moth was transferred as a Sergeant Instructor to 
the Army Gymnastic Staff in February 1903. Awarded the Army L.S.& G.C. 
with £5 gratuity in 1911, and was discharged from the Gymnastic Staff on 
completion of his second period of engagement on 13 November 1913. With 
the outbreak of the Great War, the then 41 year old Moth re-enlisted into the 
Northamptonshire Regiment on 12 /5/1915. On re-enlistment Moth was 
initially given the rank of Private, but immediately promoted the same day, 
12/5/1915, to Company Sergeant Major Instructor with the Army Gymnastic 
Service.  Moth was promoted Quartermaster Sergeant Instructor, 6/6/1916, and
Warrant Officer Class II, 22/6/1918. 

Moth served in France, September 1917 to June 1918 (also entitled British War
and Victory Medals) and transferred to the Reserve on 13/5/1919 on 
demobilisation. 

Only 4 officers and 96 other ranks of the Norfolk Regiment saw service with 
the Norfolk Company, 7th Mounted Infantry, at Paardeberg. They formed part 
of the Mounted Infantry Brigade under the command of Colonel Hannay, 
which was much praised for the work that they did in surrounding Cronje and 
his forces at Paardeberg. Only 4 Sergeants from the Norfolk Regiment saw 
service with the Norfolk Company, 7th Mounted Infantry (a Colour Sergeant, 
two Sergeants, including Moth, and a Lance Sergeant).

Moth was hospitalised on 16/3/1900 at Paardeberg, within three weeks of the 
action fought there on 17th - 26th February 1900. He probably caught enteric 
fever as a result of drinking water from the river at Paardeberg, which was 
badly polluted by the decaying bodies of horses killed during the battle. Moth 
was lucky to survive, more soldiers dying during the Boer War as a result of 
enteric fever and disease than fell victim to Boer bullets.

Captain Charles Ross, Norfolk Regiment, who commanded the Norfolk 
Company, 7th Mounted Infantry, was awarded the DSO for services with the 
Norfolk Company in South Africa

BS2801 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE P. 
McKEARNAN, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS, WHO 
AFTER BEING DISCHARGED WAS CONVICTED BY THE CIVIL 
AUTHORITIES AND SPENT TIME AS A PRISONER IN KILMAINHAM 
GAOL, DUBLIN. Queen's South Africa Medal, 1 clasp, Relief of Ladysmith 
(officially impressed: 6381 Pte. P. McKEARNAN, RL.DUB:FUS:). 
Attractively toned, Extremely Fine, Relief of Ladysmith scarce as a single 
clasp.

Medal accompanied by 10 pages of service papers and correspondence, the 
correspondence comprising two letters written by McKernan whilst 
imprisoned in Kilmainham Gaol, and copied medal roll confirming QSA with 
single clasp, Relief of Ladysmith.

Peter McKearnan was born in the parish of St Andrews, Dublin. He enlisted 
into the Royal Dublin Fusiliers at the Curragh Camp on 30/6/1898. At the time

£325 €390.00
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of enlistment he was 18 years and 6 months old, and gave his trade as that of 
labourer, and stated that at the time of enlistment he was serving with the 4th 
Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Dublin City Militia). McKernan never rose 
above the rank of Private and was discharged "medically unfit for further 
service" on 14/5/1901. The Queen's South Africa Medal with 2 clasps was 
McKearnan's sole medal entitlement.

McKearnan fell foul of the civil authorities subsequent to being discharged and
was imprisoned in Kilmainham Gaol. Copied correspondence accompanying 
medal includes two letters addressed to the military authorities, written by 
McKearnan from Kilmainham Gaol, dated 25/6/1907 and 1/7/1907 (both 
endorsed "H.M. Prison Kilmainham"), and with a manuscript note that he was 
to be tried at the "City Sessions" on 4/7/1907. In both letters McKearnan was 
seeking to obtain a character reference for his solicitor to present to the court 
as part of his defence.

BS2800 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE T. 
DOYLE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS, WHO RE-
ENLISTED DURING WW1 AND SAW SERVICE BRIEFLY WITH THE 
7TH BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa 
Medal, 2 clasps, Talana, Relief of Ladysmith (officially impressed: 5620 Pte. 
T. DOYLE, RL. DUBLIN FUS:). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages of copied service papers, copied medal roll 
confirming QSA Medal with 2 clasps only, and copied 2 page letter confirming
that Doyle saw service with the 7th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers during 
WW1.

Thomas Doyle was born in Newbridge, Co. Kildare. He enlisted into the Royal
Dublin Fusiliers at Naas on 31/12/1895. At the time of enlistment he was 20 
years old, gave his trade as that of labourer and confirmed that the was then 
serving with the 3rd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Kildare Militia). Medal 
roll confirms that Private Doyle was invalided in March 1900. Doyle never 
rose above the rank of Private, transferred to the Army Reserve on 30/12/1902 
and was discharged on 30/12/1907, after 12 years service with the colours. 
Boer War service papers give his next of kin as his younger brother, Edward 
Doyle, serving with the 1st Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers, along with 
another brother, William, living in Newbridge, Co. Kildare. In addition to 
service at home and in South Africa, Doyle also saw service in India.

Medal also accompanied by 2 page letter giving brief details of Doyle's 
military service confirming service in South Africa during the Boer War and 
that he re-enlisted following the outbreak of WW1 in late August or early 
September 1914 and saw service as a waiter in the officer's mess of the 7th 
Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers at the Curragh Camp, but was "temporarily" 
discharged suffering from rheumatism.

£485 €582.00

BS2799 PRIVATE W. KINNARD, WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT. Queen's South 
Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Cape Colony, Wittebergen (officially impressed: 2060 
Pte. W. KINNARD. WORCESTER REGt.). Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 5 pages of photocopied service papers, photocopied 
extracts from the housing records of the parish of Leigh, near Malvern, 
Worcestershire, and and WW1 Medal Index Card details.  Walter H. Kinnard 
was born in the Parish of Leigh, near Malvern, Worcestershire. A labourer by 
occupation, he attested for the Worcestershire Regiment on 23 February 1887, 
aged 18 years, 5 months. He served with the Regiment in East India, January 
1891to January 1895, but during this period was tried and imprisoned for a 
minor misdemeanour during February/March 1893. Kinnard was transferred to
the Army Reserve in January 1895, but was mobilised in March 1900 for 
service during the Boer War. He was discharged as time expired on 21 

£140 €168.00
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February 1903. Kinnard re-enlisted in 1914 and saw service during th First 
World War with the 2nd Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment (also entitled 1914-
15 Star, British War and Victory Medals).

BS2791 MR C.E. STAMP, ARMY SERVICE CORPS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 1 
clasp, Cape Colony (officially impressed: MR. C.E. STAMP. A.S.C.). 
Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

A scarce award to a civilian serving with the army in South Africa. Medal 
accompanied by photocopied medal roll extract, confirming medal and clasp, 
and listing C.E. Stamp as a Civilian Clerk serving with the Army Service 
Corps.

£150 €180.00

BS2773 PRIVATE E.W. BUCKLE, ROYAL WEST SURREY REGIMENT. Queen's 
South Africa Medal, 6 clasps, Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of 
Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing's Nek, South Africa 1901 (officially impressed: 
2791 Pte. E. W. BUCKLE, RL. WT. SURREY REGt.). Top clasp loose on 
ribbon, ghost dates visible on reverse, attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

£240 €288.00

BS2771 PRIVATE E. ALFORD, DEVON REGIMENT. Queen's South Africa Medal, 6 
clasps, Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, 
Laing's Nek, South Africa 1901 (officially impressed: 2088 Pte. E. ALFORD, 
DEVON: REGt.). Mounted from original white metal brooch suspender, as 
worn, ghost dates visible on reverse, attractively toned, Almost Extremely 
Fine.

£240 €288.00

BS2701 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE P. 
LARWIN, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS, WHO SAW 
SERVICE DURING THE BOER WAR USING THE ALIAS LAVIN AND 
WHO RE-ENLISTED FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK OF WW1 AND 
SAW SERVICE WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF UNITS DURING THE 
PERIOD 1914-1919. Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 6 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Talana, Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, 
Transvaal (officially impressed: 5660 PTE. P. LARWIN. RL. DUBLIN FUS:). 
Top clasp slightly bent and with hairline fracture at centre, couple of minor 
edge nicks, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 11 pages of copied service papers (7 pages Boer War 
and 4 pages WW1) and copied medal rolls (2), confirming QSA and clasps and
that Larwin was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal.

Patrick Larwin was born in the parish of Royton, Oldham, Lancashire. He 
enlisted into the Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 15/10/1895. At time of enlistment 
he was 19 years of age and confirmed that he was then serving in the 3rd 
Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers. Larwin never rose above the rank of Private, 
transferred to the Army Reserve on 8/4/1903 and was discharged on 
14/10/1907. He re-enlisted into the Section "D" Army Reserve on 20/2/1908. 
Following the outbreak of WW1, Larwin re-enlisted, on 22/8/1914, and saw 
service with a number of regiments, including the Lancashire Fusiliers, 
Leicestershire Regiment, Middlesex Regiment, Bedfordshire Regiment and the
Labour Corps. He was eventually discharged to the class "Z" Army Reserve on
20/2/1919.

£475 €570.00

BS2700 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE J. 
BYRNE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS, WHO WAS 
TAKEN PRISONER OF WAR AT COLENSO ON 15/12/1899. Queen's South 
Africa Medal 1899-1902, 6 clasps, Cape Colony, Talana, Tugela Heights, 
Orange Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal (officially impressed: 4505 
PTE. J. BYRNE, RL. DUBLIN FUS:).  Trace of ghost dates on reverse, 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of photocopied service papers and copied QSA

£675 €810.00
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and KSA Medal rolls, confirming medal and clasps and that Byrne was also 
entitled to the King's South Africa Medal. 

James Byrne was born in the parish of St Nicholas, Dublin, Ireland, and 
educated at the Royal Military Asylum and the Royal Hibernian Military 
School. He attested for the Royal Dublin Fusiliers at Dublin on 4th August 
1892. At the time of enlistment he was 18 years and 2 months of age and gave 
his trade as that of builders labourer. Attestion papers note previous service 
with the 4th Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers from October 1891, and that he 
previously volunteered for service, but had been rejected because he was under
age and under the required chest measurement (at the time of enlistment 
Byrne's height was given as 5 feet 5.5 inches, and his weight as a mere 8 stone 
4 pounds). Byrne was posted for service as a private with the 1st Battalion 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 16th October 1892. Within 2 years he had gone 
absent without leave, 15th September 1894, but returned to duty on 22nd 
September of the same year, wherupon he was transferred to the 2nd Battalion,
26th September 1894. Following service during the Boer War Byrne was 
posted back to the 1st Battalion, transferred to the Army Reserve on 14th 
March 1903, and discharged "time expired" on 3rd August 1904. In addition to
service in South Africa for 5 years and 48 days, from 18th May 1897 to 12th 
October 1902, Byrne also saw service in India from September 1894 to May 
1897. At the time of discharge he gave his next of kin as his father, of 18 Bride
St, Dublin. 

Private Byrne was posted missing in action at Colenso, 15th December 1899. 
A prisoner of war, he was later released. Medal and clasps confirmed on roll.

BS2697 PRIVATE T. DUNNE, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS. 
Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 4 clasps, Talana, Orange Free State, 
Transvaal, South Africa 1901 (officially impressed: 5640 PTE. T. DUNNE, 
RL. DUBLIN FUS:). Top clasp loose on ribbon, otherwise Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Group accompanied by 4 pages of copied service papers and copy medal rolls 
(2) confirming QSA and 4 clasps. Service papers and medal rolls confirm that 
Dunne was invalided from South Africa on 25/9/1901.

Thomas Dunne was born in the parish of Athboy, Co. Meath. He enlisted into 
the Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 11/01/1896. At the time of enlistment he was 18 
years old and gave his trade as that of groom. He was invalided to England on 
25/9/1901 and transferred to the Army Reserve on 11/1/1903. Dunne never 
rose above the rank of Private and was discharged on 10/1/1908 on the 
termination of his first period of engagement.

£480 €576.00

BS2660 PRIVATE G.A. BRISTOW, DEVONSHIRE REGIMENT. Queen's South 
Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, Relief of 
Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing's Nek (officially impressed: 4989 PTE. G.A. 
BRISTOW, DEVON: REGT.). Unofficial rivets between first and second 
clasps, second and third clasps and third and fourth clasps at left hand side (all 
other rivets official, including matching rivets on right hand side of affected 
clasps), otherwise Good Very Fine.

£180 €216.00

BS2457 CORPORAL E. JONES,  KITCHENER'S FIGHTING SCOUTS (LATE 
KAFFRARIAN RIFLES). Queen's South Africa Medal, 7 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Orange Free State, Wepener, Transvaal, Diamond Hill, Wittebergen, 
South Africa 1901 (officially impressed: 368 CPL: E. JONES. KITCHENER'S 
F.S.). Pawnbroker's code lightly scratched in obverse field in front of bust, 
Cape Colony and Orange Free States clasps contact marked, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine and a rare, probably unique, combination of clasps (and the 
Wepener clasp in itself rare on a medal named to Kitchener's Fighting Scouts).

£950 €1140.00
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Medal accompanied by copy medal rolls and copy Attestation Form for 
Kitchener's Fighting Scouts. 

Kaffrarian Rifles QSA medal roll confirms service initially as 1072 Private, 
Kaffrarian Rifles, entitled Wepener, Wittebergen, Cape Colony and Transvaal 
clasps and notes Orange Free State clasp had been deleted from this roll 
because it had previously been issued off the roll for Kitchener's Fighting 
Scouts, and confirming that Jones had already been issued with the Diamond 
Hill clasp, although there is no note as to which roll that particular clasp was 
issued off. Roll for 2nd Kitchener's Fighting Scouts confirms service as 368 
Corporal, entitled SA 1901 clasp and notes that recipient had previously seen 
service with the Kaffrarian Rifles. 

Interestingly, one of the QSA roll for 2nd Kitchener's Fighting Scouts lists 
Privates 367 Harry Jones, 369 John Jones and 370 Hugh Jones (but no 368 
Ernest Jones on this particular roll, Ernest Jones being listed separately on a 
different roll). The four were presumably brothers who enlisted together into 
the 2nd Kitchener's Fighting Scouts.

Ernest Jones appears to have been one of the first recruits to Kitchener’s 
Fighting Scouts, enlisting at Durban on 1st December 1900, an initially being 
allocated regimental number 4. For some reason he subsequently re-enlisted 
and was given the regimental number 368 (the two battalions of Kitchener’s 
Fighting Scouts were raised in Cape Colony and Natal in December 1900).

QSA with Wepener clasp named to Kitchener's Fighting Scouts rare. British 
Battles and Medals records 8 Wepener clasps to the 2nd Battalion Kitchener's 
Fighting Scouts. Since the Defence of Wepener covered the period 9th - 25th 
April 1900, and both battalions of Kitchener's Fighting Scouts were not raised 
until December 1900, these 8 men must all have been men who transferred 
from the Kaffrarian Rifles or other units present at the defence to Kitchener’s 
Fighting Scouts when that unit was raised.

Undoubtedly a unique combination of clasps to the Kaffrarian Rifles and/or 
Kitchener's Fighting Scouts, and probably a unique combination to any 
recipient for the Boer War.

BS2456 PRIVATE A.E. SPENCE, ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS. Queen's South 
Africa Medal, 1 clasp, Natal (officially impressed: 8956 Pte. A.E. SPENCE, 
R.A.M.C.). Obverse lightly contact marked in fields, otherwise attractively 
toned and Almost Extremely Fine.

Private Spence died of enteric fever at Mooi River, 29th April 1900.

£200 €240.00

BS2431 PRIVATE A. HARDY-SMITH, 51ST COMPANY (PAGET'S HORSE) 
IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, SA 01, SA 02 (officially impressed: 
31243 Pte. A. HARDY-SMITH. 51st. Coy. IMP: YEO:). Unofficial rivet 
between 1st and 2nd clasp, last 4 clasps tailor's copies, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal and clasps confirmed on roll, and accompanied by 8 pages of 
photocopied service papers. Arnold Hardy-Smith was born at Lewisham in 
Kent, and attested for service with Paget's Horse at London on 28th February 
1901. At the time of enlistment he was 19 years and 11 months old, single, 
gave his trade as that of clerk, and his next of kin as his father, R. Hardy-Smith
of Briscoe House, Abbey Wood, Kent, and had previously seen 1 year's service
with the Middlesex Yeomanry. He was a tall man for that time, standing some 
6 feet 1.5 inches in height and weighing a healthy 165 pounds. Paget-Smith 
saw service at home with Paget's Horse for 18 days, from 28th February 1901 
to 17th March 1901, in South Africa from 18th March 1901 to 20th May 1902,

£225 €270.00
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and at home from 21st May 1902 to 24th June 1902 (the date of Paget-Smith's 
arrival in South Africa clearly indicate that he was shipped out to the front 
almost immediately after enlisting, no doubt because his prior service in the 
yeomanry would have rendered him fit for immediate active service). He was 
eventually invalided out of the services as a result of rheumatism. At a Medical
Board convened at the Imperial Yeomanry depot, Elandsfontein, on 10th April 
1902, it was noted that "about the middle of August 1901 he began to feel 
pains in limbs which became aggravated he states by getting a wetting. He was
admitted into No. 11 General Hospital on 28th March 1901, where he 
remained under treatment for about three weeks. He was discharged, but had to
go into hospital again on 12th December 1901 suffering from the same 
ailment. He was once more admitted on February 18th (1902). He now 
complains of pains and is not fit for active service." Hardy-Smith was 
discharged as a result of "exposure as a soldier from the hardships of active 
service". He was discharged on 24th June 1902, after 1 year and 117 days with 
the colours.  

Paget's Horse, the 51st, 52nd, 68th and 73rd Companies, which together made 
up the 19th Battalion Imperial Yeomanry, was an elite unit. The following 
description of that regiment, the man who raised it and its recruits is taken 
from "Absent Minded Beggars" by Will Bennett'. "They were public school-
educated men recruited through advertisements in gentlemen's clubs. The 
battalion was raised by George Paget, the son of a British general and a 
compulsive amateur soldier with a penchant for getting himself involved in 
any conflict that afforded the chance of action. He never seems to have been a 
regular officer but served in the Russo- Turkish War of 1877-8 and the Greco-
Turkish War of 1897, as well as the Zulu War in 1879. Although aged 46 when 
the Boer War broke out, he went out to South Africa as second-in-command of 
his regiment and proved himself to be a man of some courage, being wounded 
twice. A portly figure who felt at home in the dining rooms and smoking rooms
of Pall Mall, Paget recruited 500 officers and men from a tiny, hopelessly 
inadequate room at the Imperial Yeomanry Committee's offices in Suffolk 
Street. However, it at least had the advantage of being only a short stroll from 
the clubs of which he was a member. Paget's Horse wore a badge made up of 
the letters PH which provided a source of instant merriment for the wags on 
the streets of London, who suggested that it stood for 'Piccadilly Heroes' or 
more commonly for 'Perfectly Harmless'. Gentlemen troopers such as Cosmo 
Rose-Innes, a barrister, found that wearing their new uniforms in the capital 
produced a rich variety of reactions and some odd social contradictions. He 
later recalled: "The khaki drew to its wearer, however, many amusing 
experiences; the fervent 'God bless you' of old ladies in the bus, the friendly 
offers of navvies to "ave half a pint' in the street, the respect of substantial 
citizens for one's opinion on the war. The "ave half a pint' situation was the 
most embarrassing. We were clad as troopers but flattered ourselves we bore 
the impress of officers and hence a conflict of emotions, the desire to be 
rollicking good fellows qualified by surprise that our would-be host should not 
detect the gentleman under the plain khaki."

BS2390 PRIVATE P. GOLDER, 2ND BATTALION SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Cape Colony, Paardeberg, Dreifontein, 
Transvaal, Wittebergen (officially impressed, 2907 Private, 2nd Seaforth 
Highlanders).Ghost dates in reverse field, rim lightly pitted (from contact with 
other medal?), otherwise Good Very Fine.

£200 €240.00

BS2368 PRIVATE G. GOODMAN, EAST LANCASHIRE REGIMENT. Queen's 
South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal 
(officially impressed: 4146 Private, East Lancashire Regiment). Extremely 
Fine.

£120 €144.00

BS2367 LIEUTENANT H. E. REDMAN, 6TH BATTALION ROYAL 
WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT (2ND WARWICKSHIRE MILITIA). Queen's

£130 €156.00
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South Africa Medal, 4 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, 
South Africa 1901 (contemporary re-engraved naming, re-named in engraved 
block capitals: LIEUT. H.E. REDMAN. 6TH. ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE 
REGt.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal rolls (4) which confirm that Lieutenant 
H.E. Redman saw service during the South African War initially with the 6th 
Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment and subsequently attached to the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 

Indian Army List, January 1924, confirms service in South Africa 1900-1902, 
and Queen's Medal with 4 clasps, and that recipient transferred to the Indian 
Army, taking part in the Mahsud operations, 2nd March - 8th April 1917, and 
the operations in Iraq, 15th April - 9th June 1917.

BS2353 PRIVATE H. MARSTON, MIDDLESEX REGIMENT. Queen's South Africa 
Medal, 4 clasps, Cape Colony, Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal 
(officially impressed: 5528 Private, Middlesex Regiment). Good Very Fine.

£180 €216.00

BS2348 PRIVATE W. WILLIAMS, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Relief of Kimberley, Paardeberg, 
(officially impressed: 5500 Pte. W. WILLIAMS, 1st. RL. IRISH REGt:). 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopy of relevant extract from medal roll 
confirming medal and clasps. Roll, dated 6th December 1901, additionally 
notes that Private Williams had "transferred home". The Relief of Kimberley 
and Paardeberg clasps were earned by Private Williams whilst serving with the
Mounted Infantry.

The 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment provided two groups of officers and 
men who saw service with the Mounted Infantry. The first group comprised 37 
non-commissioned officers and men under 2nd Lieutenant P.U. Vigors, who 
saw service with the Royal Irish Regiment section, Cork Company, 1st 
Regiment Mounted Infantry. The second group comprised the officers and men
of one company of the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment, who saw service 
with the 5th Regiment Mounted Infantry. In early February 1900 the 1st 
Regiment of Mounted Infantry was transferred for service with the 1st Brigade
Mounted Infantry, a newly formed body that comprised the 1st, 3rd, 5th and 
7th Regiments of Mounted Infantry. The elements of the Royal Irish Regiment 
who saw service with the 1st and 5th Regiments Mounted Infantry saw much 
action during the campaign in South Africa. The Royal Irish section of the 
Cork Company of the 1st Mounted Infantry charged with the cavalry at Klip 
Drift, took part in the Relief of Kimberley, reached Paardeberg some days 
before Kronje surrendered and also took part in the actions at Poplar Grove 
and Dreifontein. Later, at Sannah's Post, 31st March 1900, the Cork Company 
served with the rear-guard covering the retreat of the broken British forces as 
they withdrew from the trap they had fallen into.

£375 €450.00

BS2091 PRIVATE J. O'BRIEN, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Wittebergen, Belfast 
(officially impressed: 2936 Pte, 1st. RL: IRISH REGt.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from medal roll, confirming medal
and clasps.

£250 €300.00

BS2076 PRIVATE J. CUNNINGHAM, MIDDLESEX REGIMENT. Queen's South 
Africa Medal 1899-1902, 6 clasps, Cape Colony, Tugela Heights, Relief of 
Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laings Nek, South Africa 1901 (officially impressed, 
2925 Pte., MIDDLESEX REGt). Extremely Fine.

With 6 pages of photocopied service papers, confirming that James 

£300 €360.00
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Cunningham was born in Belfast, county Antrim, Northern Ireland, and 
originally enlisted into the Middlesex Regiment at Hounslow on 11th July 
1890. A labourer by trade, he was 18 years and 3 months old at the time of his 
enlistment. Cunningham had previously seen service in the 7th (2nd 
Middlesex) Battalion King's Royal Rifle Corps, and his service papers indicate 
that he was considered "a good recruit". He was posted Private, 1st Battalion, 
14th November 1890, and transferred to the Army Reserve on 11th July 1897. 
He was recalled for service during the Boer War on 13th October 1899, posted 
to the 4th Battalion Middlesex Regiment on 22nd June 1900, and discharged 
on 22nd May 1902. In addition to service in South Africa from 2nd December 
1899 to 22nd May 1902, Private Cunningham saw overseas service in 
Gibraltar from 20th September 1892 to 30th March 1894. Service papers give 
next of kin address as his father, James Cunningham, at 22 Lennox Road, 
Walthamstowe, Essex.

BY AN ENORMOUS COINCIDENCE THERE WERE TWO DIFFERENT 
2925 PRIVATE J. CUNNINGHAMS SERVING IN THE BRITISH ARMY AT
THE SAME TIME, BOTH OF WHOM SAW ACTIVE SERVICE IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. THIS 2925 PRIVATE J. CUNNINGHAM OF THE MIDDLESEX 
REGIMENT AND A 2925 PRIVATE J. CUNNINGHAM OF THE  WEST 
YORKSHIRE REGIMENT. THE WEST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT MAN, A 
CORPORAL, DIED OF DISEASE AT PRETORIA ON 24TH OCTOBER 
1901 (COPY OF MEDAL ROLL FOR THIS SECOND MAN ALSO 
ACCOMPANIES MEDAL).

BS2075 PRIVATE R. SHELLY, 2ND BATTALION EAST SURREY REGIMENT. 
Queen's South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 2 clasps, Tugela Heights, Relief of 
Ladysmith (officially impressed: 5497 Pte R. SHELLY, 2nd E. SURREY). 
Trace of ghost dates visible on reverse, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopy of relevant extract from Medal Roll 
confirming recipient entitled to QSA with 2 clasps, Tugela Heights, Relief of 
Ladysmith. Roll additionally states that recipient "died 1/3/00". Private Shelly 
died on the day after the 28th February 1900 Relief of Ladysmith. Although 
not listed in the officially published casualty roll, the regimental history 
confirms that 5497 Private R. Skelley (note different spelling of surname, but 
same regimental number) died of wounds. Private Shelly was mortally 
wounded during the actions on and around Pieter's Hill, 18th - 27th February 
1900, as General Buller's relief column made the final breakthrough to relieve 
the besieged garrison in Ladysmith.. Between 18th and 27th February 
inclusive the 2nd Battalion East Surrey Regiment lost 1 officer and 26 other 
ranks killed and 6 officers and 159 other ranks wounded. Of the wounded other
ranks, five, including Private Shelly, succumbed to their wounds.

£400 €480.00

BS2071 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE J. 
KAVANAGH, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS, WHO 
ALSO SAW SERVICE DURING WW1 WITH THE 4TH AND 9TH 
BATTALIONS ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS AND THE 2ND GARRISON 
BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT (WHICH BECAME THE 8TH 
BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT ON 5/5/1918). Queen's South 
Africa Medal, 5 clasps, Cape Colony, Tugela Heights, Orange Free State, 
Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, (officially impressed: 3848 Pte., RL. DUBLIN
FUS:). Ghost dates visible on reverse, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 14 pages of service papers (4 pages Boer War and 10 
pages WW1), copied Boer War medal rolls (2) confirming medal and clasps 
and that Kavanagh was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal with 2 
clasps, copied WW1 Medal Index card and medal roll and copy death 
certificate.

James Kavanagh was born in the parish of St Paul's, Dublin. He enlisted into 

£285 €342.00
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the Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 5/11/1890. At time of enlistment he was 20 years
of age and gave his trade as that of gardener's labourer. Kavanagh transferred 
to the Army Reserve on 19/7/1898, but was recalled for service following the 
outbreak of the Boer War, on 7/10/1899. He never rose above the rank of 
Private and was finally discharged at Naas on 4/11/1902, "time expired". In 
addition to service at home and in South Africa, Kavanagh saw service in India
during his first period of service. Boer War period service papers give his next 
of kin as his mother, Mary Kavanagh of 47 Manor Street, Dublin.

Following the outbreak of WW1, the by now 44 year old Kavanagh re-enlisted
into the Dublin Fusiliers at Dublin, on 19/10/1914. At the time of re-enlistment
he gave his trade as labourer and confirmed that he had previously seen service
with the Royal Dublin Fusiliers with the regimental number 3834 and been 
discharged in 1902. At the time of re-enlistment Kavanagh gave his parish of 
birth as St Thomas, Dublin (this was presumably the parish he was then living 
in). WW1 service papers gave his next of kin as his wife, Anne, of 29 Bow 
Street, Dublin, who he is recorded as having married on 26/1/1911. By the 
time WW1 broke out he had two young children, born in 1912 and 1914. 
Service papers confirm Kavanagh never rose above the rank of Private during 
WW1, was initially posted for service with the 9th Battalion Royal Dublin 
Fusiliers at Buttevant on 22/10/1914, transferring to the 4th Dublins (Dublin 
City Militia) on 25/6/1915 and to the 2nd Garrison Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment on 28/12/1916. WW1 Medal Roll confirms that Kavanagh ended 
WW1 serving with the 8th Battalion  (formerly 2nd Garrison Battalion) Royal 
Irish Regiment and was discharged to the Class "Z" Reserve on 28/4/1919. At 
the time of discharge Kavanagh was suffering from severe rheumatism due to 
wetness and exposure in France during 1918. Kavanagh was granted an army 
pension of 6 shillings per week and was still receiving that pension when he 
died in Dublin on 7/9/1951. Medal Index card confirms Kavanagh entitled to 
BWM and Victory Medals for service during WW1, but that this pair of 
medals was returned, King's Regulation 1743 of 1912 (medals unclaimed after 
10 years and returned to mint).

Kavanagh saw service in France during WW1, from 14/5/1918 to 31/3/1919, 
with the Royal Irish Regiment.

The 9th (Service) Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers was formed in September 
1914 and initially saw service in Ireland at Buttevant, Cork, as part of 48th 
Brigade, 16th (Irish) Division. The battalion landed in France in December 
1915 and was disbanded in France on 10/2/1918. Among the notable officers 
to see service with the 9th Dublins were the war poet Captain Tom Kettle, who
was killed in action at Guinchy on 9/9/1916 and Captain Emmet Dalton, later a
Major-General in the pro-treaty Irish forces during the civil war and who was 
with Michael Collins when he was killed in August 1922.

The 2nd Garrison Battalion Royal Irish Regiment was formed at Dublin in 
March 1916 and was re-designated 8th Battalion Royal Irish Regiment on 
5/5/1918. The battalion was still serving in France when the war ended on 
11/11/1918.

BS2057 PRIVATE E. LAWLOR, ROYAL IRISH FUSLIERS. Queen's South Africa 
Medal, 3 clasps, Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal (officially 
impressed: 2899 Pte., RL. IRISH FUS:). Ghost dates clearly visible on reverse,
attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

£275 €330.00

BS2042 PRIVATE J. SIMPSON, 4TH BATTALION BORDER REGIMENT (ROYAL 
WESTMORELAND MILITIA). Queen's South Africa Medal, 3 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal (officially impressed: 846 Pte., 1st 
BORDER REGt.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Although this medal is named to Simpson as serving with the 1st Battalion The

£275 €330.00
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Border Regiment, the medal roll confirms that he was 4th Battalion Border 
Regiment, attached 1st Battalion.

Although the 4th Battalion Border Regiment was embodied for service during 
the Boer War, from 4/5/1900, it did not see service overseas as a unit. Instead it
saw service at Youghal, Co. Cork, Ireland, to 16/7/1901, thereby releasing a 
regular battalion for overseas service. However, a small number of volunteers 
from the Royal Westmoreland Militia were allowed to volunteer for overseas 
service. The QSA medal roll confirms only 29 men from the Royal 
Westmoreland Militia, all privates, seeing service in South Africa during the 
Boer War, all with the 1st Battalion Border Regiment.

With photocopied extract from QSA medal roll and KSA roll, latter roll 
confirms entitlement to KSA and 2 clasps and notes that subsequent to service 
in South Africa, Simpson was transferred "to Militia Reserve".

BS1961 PRIVATE W.T. PARKER, ROYAL WEST SURREY REGIMENT. Queen's 
South Africa Medal, 3 clasps; Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal 
(officially impressed: 5291 Pte. W.T. PARKER, RL:WT: SURREY REGt.). 
Top clasp loose on ribbon, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

£150 €180.00

BS1313 PRIVATE P. CARROLL, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSLIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, Tugela Heights, Relief of 
Ladysmith (officially impressed: 1566 Private, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers). 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied Medal Roll extract confirming medal and 
clasps, and that Private Carroll was invalided to England.

£290 €348.00

BS1291 THE QUEEN'S SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL AWARDED TO PRIVATE J. 
KEARNS, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL DUBLIN FUSILIERS WHO WAS 
WOUNDED IN ACTION AT LAING'S NEK, JUNE 1900, AND WHO SAW 
ACTIVE SERVICE IN FRANCE DURING WW1 WITH THE ROYAL IRISH
FUSILIERS. Queen's South Africa Medal, 5 clasps: Tugela Heights, Orange 
Free State, Relief of Ladysmith, Transvaal, Laing's Nek (officially impressed: 
3949 Pte. J. KEARNS RL. DUBLIN FUS.). Ghost dates visible on reverse, 
Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by 18 pages of service papers (10 pages Boer War and 8 
pages WW1), copied QSA and KSA Medal rolls confirming medal and clasps 
and that Kearns was also entitled to the King's South Africa Medal, and WW1 
Medal Index card, confirming Kearns also entitled to BWM and Victory 
Medals (note: KSA Medal roll gives Kearns's battalion as 2nd, but this roll was
drawn up in 1904, after he had transferred from the 1st to the 2nd Battalion in 
1903. His entire active service during the Boer War was with the 1st 
Battalion).

Joseph Kearns was born in the parish of Carbury, Co. Kildare. He enlisted into 
the Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 17/1/1891. At the time of enlistment he was 20 
years of age, gave his trade as that of labourer and confirmed that, at the time 
of enlistment, he was serving with the 3rd Battalion Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
(Kildare Militia). Kearns never rose above the rank of private during his first 
period of service, was transferred to the Army Reserve on 19/7/1898, but was 
recalled for service following the outbreak of the Boer War, on 7/10/1899, 
elected to extend his period of service on 14/1/1903 to complete 21 years 
pensionable service with the colours, and was discharged on 16/1/1912 to a 
pension of 12 pence per day, after 21 years service with the colours. Boer War 
service papers confirm that Kearns suffered a gunshot wound to the knee at the
battle of Laing's Nek and gives his next of kin as his father and mother, Francis
and Kate Kearns, of Carbury, Co. Kildare.

£365 €438.00
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Kearns re-enlisted following the outbreak of WW1, at Edenderry, Co. Offaly, 
on 1/11/1915, and saw active service in France during WW1 with the Royal 
Irish Fusiliers, as 30311 Lance Sergeant from 28/7/1918 to 25/9/1918. He was 
evacuated from France in 1918 as a result of sickness and posted for service 
with the 3rd (Home Service) Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers. Kearns discharged
for a second time in 1919 and on being discharged was granted a gratuity of 
£35 in compensation for injuries sustained while on active service, "varicose 
veins caused by marching", in addition to his regular pension of 12 pence per 
day. At the time of his second discharge in 1919, Kearns was 50 years of age 
and had seen over 23 years service with the colours. WW1 service papers 
confirm previous service with the Royal Dublin Fusiliers with service number 
3949.

BG3411 PRIVATE R. WILLIAMSON, 74TH (DUBLIN) AND 110TH 
(NORTHUMBERLAND) COMPANIES, IMPERIAL YEOMANRY (LATE 
65TH LEICESTERSHIRE COMPANY, IMPERIAL YEOMANRY). A 
duplicate issue of Queen's South Africa Medals to the same man. QSA, 3 
clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, officially impressed 
(32049 Trooper, 74th Company Imperial Yeomanry); QSA, 5 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, South Africa 1901, South Africa 1902, 
officially impressed (32049 Private, 110th Company Imperial Yeomanry). 
Generally Extremely Fine, attractive matching toning.

Medals accompanied by 6 pages of photocopied Attestation and Discharge 
papers and copied extracts from medal rolls (original and published) for the 
74th and 110th Companies Imperial Yeomanry, confirming medals and clasps, 
and that Williamson was issued two QSA Medals.

Richard Williamson, born Thringston, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire, 
enlisted into the 65th Company Imperial Yeomanry at Leicester on 5/3/1901. 
Williamson was 27 years of age at the eime of enlistment and gave his trade as 
fireman. 

Williamson must have transferred to the 74th (Dublin) Company Imperial 
Yeomanry shortly before or just after landing in South  Africa, since he does 
not appear on the medal roll for the 65th Company. Medal Rolls confirm 
service initially with the 74th (Dublin) and subsequently with the 110th 
(Northumberland) Company Imperial Yeomanry.The medal roll for the 74th 
Company confirms medal with 3 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State and 
Transvaal (as issued), and that Williamson transferred to the 110th Company 
Imperial Yeomanry in June 1901. Medal roll for the 110th Company confirms 
QSA with 5 clasps, Cape Colony, Orange Free State, Transvaal, SA01 and 
SA02 (as issued). Williamson was obviously issued two medals off two 
separate rolls. Discharge papers confirm that Williamson transferred from the 
110th Company to the 1st Provisional Battalion, and was then discharged on 
17/9/1902. 

Service papers confirm service in South Africa from 23/3/1901 to 5/9/1902, 
and give next of kin as his mother, Mrs Phyllis Williamson, 11 Wilfrid Place, 
Ashby de la Zouch.

The 1st Provisional Battalion was stationed at Shorncliffe in 1902, and 
Williamson would have been transferred to it in order to facilitate his 
discharge.

£425 €510.00

BS3952 KROOMAN T. GLASGOW, HMS TARTAR. Queen's South Africa Medal, 
type 3, no clasp (officially impressed: T. GLASGOW, KROO: H.M.S. 
TARTAR). Scattered edge nicks, rim bruises and surface contact marks, 
otherwise Good Very Fine and a scarce award to a Krooman.

Medal accompanied by copied medal rolls (original and published) and copied 

£525 €630.00
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WW1 Medal Index cards (2) for two men who were potential recipients of this 
QSA.

Medal roll confirms award of no clasp QSA to Krooman Tom Glasgow, the 
original roll noting that his medal was "sent to Beagle" on 5/9/1902.

Kroomen were African sailors recruited locally into the Royal Navy during the
19th and early 20th centuries. Although the term "kroomen" was eventually 
applied generally to African recruits, it originally referred specifically to 
fishermen recruits from the Kroo tribe from Sotta Krou in what is present day 
Liberia in West Africa. Kroomen recruits, like those from the Krou tribe, were 
usually experienced seamen, but they were generally employed aboard Royal 
Navy ships as unskilled labourers. Normally they enlisted for three years and 
when released from service many of them settled in various parts of the British
Empire. Kroomen, along with the Indian recuited Seedies, held the lowest rank
in the Royal Navy.

The QSA Medal roll for HMS Tartar lists a total of 21 Kroomen entitled to a 
QSA. But of these, 15 Kroomen had their medals returned to the mint in 
February 1922 for disposal, the Navy being unable to trace the recipients. 
Tracing Kroomen entitled to medals was notoriously difficult. After enlistment,
Kroomen served on short-term contracts, often moving from ship to ship 
within the period of their enlistment and many had identical or similar 
sounding names and places of birth - like Tom Glasgow, they were usually 
given "British" names in place of their tribal names, their adoptive surname 
often being that of a British town or city.

The National Archives holds Medal Index cards for six Kroomen by the name 
of Tom Glasgow, who were entitled to the Mercantile Marine Medal and 
British War Medal for service during WW1. All six were born in West Africa, 
one in Monrovia, Liberia, and the other five in Sierra Leone, between 1876 and
1898. Only two of them, born in 1876 and 1885 respectively, would have been 
old enough to have served afloat during the Boer War, the other four having 
been born between 1887 and 1898. Medal accompanied by the Medal Index 
Cards (s) for the two Tom Glasgows who were old enough to have served 
during the Boer War and who might perhaps have been the recipient of this 
QSA. The Tom Glasgow born in 1876 was from Sierra Leone and when his 
Mercantile Marine and British War Medals were issued in 1919 they were sent 
to Cardiff, and the other Tom Glasgow was born in 1885 in Monrovia, and 
when his Mercantile Marine and British War Medals were issued, they were 
sent to Newport, Monmouthshire.

bs3607 PRIVATE T. GARDNER, 3RD (MILITIA) BATTALION ROYAL WEST 
KENT REGIMENT. Queen's Mediterranean Medal 1899-1902 (officially 
impressed: 2682 Pte. T. GARDNER. RL: W. KENT REGt.). Small, neat, 
horizontal test mark to rim at 5 o'clock, which scores through and partially 
obliterates the L of RL in naming, otherwise attractively toned and Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied Militia attestation papers, medal roll 
etract, confirming medal, extract from Colonel George Jackson's "History of 
the Militia", confirming the 3rd Battalion Royal West Kents saw service in 
Malta during the Boer War and extract 1911 census.

Thomas Gardner was born in Islington, London, circa 1880. He enlisted into 
the 3rd Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment in London on 15/9/1899, 26 days 
before the outbreak of the Boer War. Gardner never rose above the rank of 
Private and was discharge "time expired" on 14/9/1905. 

£365 €438.00
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Thomas Gardner is recorded in the 1911 census as a 32 year old married man, 
employed as a car washer, and living in Holloway, London, with his wife and 
two children.

Colonel Jackson Hayes's "History of the Militia" confirms that the 3rd Royal 
West Kents were embodied during the Boer War from 11/12/1899 to 10/6/1901
and saw service in Malta, 1900-1901.

BS4071 PRIVATE W. YOUNG, 4TH BATTALION WEST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT
(WEST YORKSHIRE MILITIA). King's South Africa Medal, 2 clasps, SA 
1901, SA 1902 (officially impressed: 4326 Pte. W. YOUNG. W. YORK: 
REGt.). Attractive old dark tone, Almost Extremely Fine.

 Also entitled Queen's South Africa Medal with Cape Colony clasp.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages of copied Militia attestation papers, medal roll 
extracts (confirming recipient entitled medal and clasps and that he saw service
during the Boer War with the 4th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment) and 
copied extract from "The Constitutional Force", giving details of the services 
of the 4th West Yorkshires during the Boer War.

William Young was born in Leeds. He enlisted into the 4th West Yorkshires on 
31/5/1899. At the time of enlistment he was 19 years of age, resident at 83 
New Camp Road, Leeds, and gave his trade as that of "gilder". 

£130 €156.00

BS3229 PRIVATE J. BYRNE, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. King's South Africa 
Medal, 2 clasps, officially impressed (3840 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers). 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 8 pages of photocopied service papers and extracts 
from Q.S.A. and K.S.A. medal rolls (also entitled Q.S.A., 4 clasps, Cape 
Colony, Transvaal, Tugela Heights, Relief of Ladysmith). John Byrne was born
in the parish of St Thomas, Dublin and attested at Dublin on 14/3/1891. At the 
time of enlistment, Byrne was 18 years and 1 month old, gave his trade as that 
of mineral water porter, and had previously seen service with the 4th Battalion 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers (Dublin City Militia), since February 1891. On 
attestation Byrne was posted to the Royal Irish Fusiliers regimental depot at 
Armagh, arriving there on 20th March 1891. Subsequently he transferred to 
the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers, 1/7/1891, and then to the 1st Battalion 
on 20/2/1893. Byrne was discharged and transferred to the Army Reserve on 
21/3/1899, but recalled for army service following the outbreak of the Boer 
War, on 17/10/1899. He was discharged for a second time at Armagh on 
13/3/1903. His conduct was described as being "indifferent during 
mobilisation" (during his earlier period of service Byrne had been imprisoned 
on three separate occasions by his commanding officer, each time for 14 days, 
in 1895, 1897 and 1898). At the time of his final discharge, Byrne gave his 
intended place of residence as 62 & 63 Mary Street, Dublin.

£110 €132.00

BS4335 KHEDIVE'S STAR, reverse dated 1884-86, unnamed, as issued. Good Very 
Fine.

£95 €114.00

BS4316 FUSILIER W. LEARY, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. Africa General Service 
Medal 1902-56, 1 clasp, Kenya (officially impressed: 22784165 FUS. W. 
LEARY. R. IR. F.). Extremely Fine and virtually as struck.

Service number indicates that Leary enlisted circa October 1952.

£180 €216.00

BS4177 FUSILIER J. BLAKE, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. Africa General Service 
Medal, 1 clasp, Kenya (officially impressed: 22921038 FUS. J. BLAKE. 

£185 €222.00
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R.IR.F.). Extremely Fine.

Service number indicates that Blake enlisted circa October 1952.

BS4078 PRIVATE J. CARR, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. Africa General Service 
Medal 1902-56, 1 clasp, Kenya (officially impressed: 22526975 FUS. J. 
CARR. R. IR. F.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Private Carr's service number indicates that he enlisted circa October 1951.

£150 €180.00

BS3956 FUSILIER T.J. REGAN, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. Africa General Service 
Medal 1902-56, 1 clasp, Kenya (officially impressed: 23045993 FUS. T.J. 
REGAN, R.IR.F.). Extremely Fine.

Service number indicates that Fusilier Regan enlisted circa January 1954.

£165 €198.00

BS3948 FUSILIER J.J. CAMPBELL, ROYAL IRISH FUSLIERS. Africa General 
Service Medal 1902-56, 1 clasp, Kenya (2336210 Fusilier, Royal Irish 
Fusiliers). Few minor rim nicks and surface marks, otherwise Extremely Fine.

Service number indicates that Campbell enlisted circa 1955.

£170 €204.00

BS3941 AFRICA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1902-56, 1 clasp, Kenya (unnamed, 
as issued). Extremely Fine.

Note: this is a scarce, unnamed example, not a name erased medal.

£280 €336.00

BS3455 FUSILIER V. HASLETT, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. Africa General Service
Medal 1902, 1 clasp, Kenya (22910872 Fusilier, Royal Irish Fusiliers). Couple 
of minor rim bruises and edge nicks, otherwise attractively toned and Good 
Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Service number indicates enlistment circa 1953.

£190 €228.00

BS2820 PRIVATE A.E. HEATON, KING'S OWN YORKSHIRE LIGHT INFANTRY. 
Africa General Service Medal, 1 clasp, Kenya (22977535 Private, K.O.Y.L.I.). 
Official correction to second letter of surname, otherwise Extremely Fine.

£150 €180.00

BS3638 CORPORAL  A. POWELL, ROYAL AIR FORCE. Africa General Service 
Medal 1899-1956, 1 clasp, Somaliland 1920 (officially impressed: 161895 
CPL. A POWELL. R.A.F.). Scattered rim nicks and edge bruises, otherwise 
Almost Very Fine.

Medal and clasp confirmed on roll. Only 222 Somaliland 1920 clasps to the 
Royal Air Force.

£1100 €1320.00

BS3893 THE KENYA CLASP AFRICA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL AWARDED 
TO DISTRICT COMMISSIONER PATRICK M. DEMPSTER, KENYA 
COLONIAL SERVICE (LATE KENYA POLICE), WHO SAW SERVICE 
WITH THE MERU AFRICAN GUARD DURING THE MAU MAU 
EMERGENCY. Africa General Service Medal 1902-1956, 1 clasp, Kenya 
(officially impressed: P.M. DEMPSTER). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine, 
and a rare award to a colonial administrator who saw service with the Meru 
African Guard during the Mau Mau rebellion.

Medal accompanied by recipient’s Royal Lifesaving Society Proficiency 
Medal, bronze (reverse officially engraved: P.M. Dempster April 1951) and 
Royal Lifesaving Society Proficiency Cross, bronze (reverse officially 
engraved: P. M. Dempster May 1951), along with Dempster’s ribbon breast bar
for his Africa General Service Medal.

Patrick M. Dempster's papers, a detailed series of “handing over” reports, are 
in the Bodleian Library of Commonwealth and African Studies at Rhodes 
House, South Parks Road, Oxford (reference GB 0162 MSS.Afr.S.2299).

£685 €822.00
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Patrick Dempster transferred from the Kenya Police to the Kenya Colonial 
Service in 1954,  subsequently serving as District Officer at a variety of 
Divisions in Kenya 1954-60, including Kilgoris until 1955, Egoji until 1956, 
Nithi until 1957, Meru until 1958, and Embu until 1960. He was subsequently 
District Commissioner, Marsabit, Northern Province, until 1962.

Dempster's papers in the Bodleian Library contain a detailed account of his 
activities as a District Officer and later as a District Commissioner within the 
districts that he was then operating in during the period 1954-1962, with 
extensive notes regarding tribes and tribal affairs, agriculture and trade, liquor 
licencing, politics, policing, and counter-terrorism operations against the Mau 
Mau 1952-56, etc. The papers begin with a manuscript note with regard to his 
first posting "I was the first District Officer to be stationed in Kilgoris and went
down there in 1954 to administer the Division. I had no house or office and 
had to build both." (Kilgoris is 110 miles west of Narok, itself the headquarters
of the District Commissioner for the District that Kilgoris Division lay within).

Included in Dempster's papers is a copy of "History of the Loyalists - a Tribute
to the Tribal Police, African Guards and All the Loyalists of the Kikuyu, Embu
and Meru Tribes who Resisted the Mau-Mau Revolt"  (official government 
publication, Colony and Protectorate of Kenya, 1961). Appendix IV of this 
publication contains a list of the officers of the Provincial Administrations who
were closely associated with the operation of the Kikuyu, Embu and Meru 
Guards. Dempster is confirmed as having been seconded for service with the 
Meru African Guard from 1/1/1956 to 31/12/1956, during the closing stages of
the Mau Mau revolt.

The Mau Mau revolt was largely confined to disaffected members of the 
Kikuyu, Embu and Meru tribes of the Central Provinces of Kenya. When the 
Mau Mau revolt began, in October 1952, large numbers of disaffected natives 
took to the forests of Kenya, from where they launched terrorist raids. A state 
of emergency was immediately declared, and the local forces, Kenya Police, 
Kenya Regiment, King's African Rifles and a "Home Guard" of some 25,000 
loyal Africans, were reinforced by several British regiments. The African 
Home Guard or "African Guard" units, formed on a tribal basis, were 
organised and advised in the field by local colonial officials, men like 
Dempster. Meru province, where Dempster saw service with the Meru African 
Guard during the emergency, is in north-east Kenya, the south-west portion of 
the province containing the north-eastern section of the Mount Kenya Forests. 
From the start the Meru District Council of Elders, the Njuri Ncheke, intent on 
preserving their traditional powers and land rights, refused to have anything to 
do with the revolt and openly denounced it. In accordance with tradition, 
picked members of the Nthaka or warrior class were recruited by their tribal 
elders to fight against the revolt, forming themselves into the Meru African 
Guard or Meru Home Guard. During the March-August 1953 Mau Mau 
offensive the security situation deteriorated somewhat in Meru Province, with 
the return of 4,000 Meru “undesirables”, who had been expelled from Nairobi, 
and who on returning to Meru Province set about undermining the authority of 
their tribal elders. Initially, security was provided by a small local force, 
comprising Tribal Police, the Meru African Guard, and a small body of Kenya 
Police reservists (the latter being European Civil Officers serving in the 
province who were also police reservists). The Meru African Guard, its 
members armed only with spears and bows and arrows, faced terrorists armed 
with automatic weapons. Despite the odds, they managed to hold their ground 
when the first Mau Mau attacks struck Meru in June of 1953. The security 
situation in the Province was then stiffened by the arrival of regular police and 
military forces, who conducted occasional sweeps and helped in putting the 
Mau Mau on the back foot. During the period August - December 1953 the 
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Meru African Guard increasingly consolidated its position in the Province. The
Meru African Guard’s hold on its home territory continued to strengthen 
during 1954 and 1955, and by the end of 1955, of the 1,827 known terrorists of
Meru origin who had entered the forests in 1952, only 210 were still believed 
to be at large. During 1955, when the revolt was at its height in Meru, a total of
805 Mau Mau terrorists were killed, captured or surrendered in that Province 
alone. By late 1956 the Mau Mau revolt had collapsed. The total number of 
Mau Mau killed by October 1956 amounted to 10,532, of whom 4,576 were 
killed by Tribal Police or African Guards. On the colonial administration side, 
the vast majority of casualties sustained in putting down the revolt were 
African, and of these African casualties, by far the majority were members of 
African Guard units. During the revolt, the Kikuyu, Embu and Meru African 
Guards, who had played the leading role in the defeat of Mau Mau, lost a total 
of 667 men killed in action, whereas the Tribal Police casualties only 
amounted to some 65 men killed.

From the outset, following the declaration of a State of Emergency in October 
1952, the Kenyan colonial authorities were at pains to see that the African 
Guard units remained autonomous, in what was effectively a civil war over 
land rights between dispossessed Africans and their tribal superiors (a fact now
largely obscured by post-colonial revisionism). The Governor and District 
Commissioners of the Central Province, Kenya, where most of the fighting 
took place, agreed at a meeting in November 1952 that, with regard to the 
African Guards, “these groups must not be treated as a government engineered
organisation” (see Daniel Branch's “Defeating Mau Mau, Creating Kenya”, 
Cambridge University Press, 2009, pp 68-69). The African Guard units were, 
however, advised by District Officers in the field, men like Patrick Dempster, 
who were in turn answerable to their District Commissioners. As the conflict 
developed, the African Guards increasingly assumed responsibility for 
defending their home territory, thereby allowing the police and army to 
eventually concentrate on military operations in the forests and in Nairobi. In 
the end, the revolt failed because it lacked the complete support of the African 
population. At its peak there were some 26,500 men serving in the African 
Guard units in the Central Province, a figure slightly higher than the number 
that the Mau Mau’s forest fighters reached at its peak. The African Guard were 
also successful because they proved to be skilled and effective counter-terror 
units, prepared to fight fire with fire, using Mau Mau tactics against the 
terrorists, and in so doing effectively broke Mau Mau as a fighting force. By 
the end, many Mau Mau had deserted their former leaders and willingly 
enlisted in covert guerilla gangs, who were sent into the forests to infiltrate the 
movement and help track down its leaders, the capture of whom brought the 
conflict to an end.

The strategy that brought the Emergency to an end was organised by Ian Stuart
McWalter Henderson of the Kenya Police, who created fake guerilla bands, 
mostly composed of former Mau Mau, who infiltrated the Mau Mau gangs 
hiding out in the forests of Central Kenya and helped to track down their 
leaders. Henderson's biggest triumph came in October 1966, when he and his 
men tracked down Kimathi, the last of the Mau Mau leaders, who had been 
betrayed by his own followers and was subsequently tracked to his forest 
hideout and taken prisoner.

Medals to men who saw service with the various African Guard tribal units are
extremely rare. No medals were issued to Africans who served with these 
units, and the only medals awarded to the units went to colonial civil servants 
like Dempster, who served as advisers to the units (in addition to the British 
armed forces, the only local units that qualified for the Africa General Service 
Medal with Kenya clasp were the Kenya Police and Reserve, the Tribal Police 
and Reserve, the Civil Prisons Service and members of the civil 
administration).
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BS4343 SERGEANT W.E. KIRKHAM, SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT CORPS (LATE 
13TH HUSSARS AND MACHINE GUN CORPS). India General Service 
Medal 1908, George V, 1 clasp, Waziristan 1919-21 (officially impressed: 
SGT. W.E. KIRKHAM, S & T.C.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied WW1 Medal Index card, which confirms that 
William Kirkham saw service during WW1 initially as 11417 Private with the 
13th Hussars and subsequently as 62570 Private, Machine Gun Corps and 
Acting Sergeant, Supply and Transport Corps.

£85 €102.00

bs3863 THE INDIA GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1908 AWARDED TO PRIVATE 
R. KIRTLEY, 2ND BATTALION HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY (LATER 
SERGEANT, MILITARY PROVOST STAFF CORPS), RECORDED BY 
THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COMMISSION AS HAVING 
DIED IN AUGUST 1946. India General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, North 
West Frontier 1935, officially impressed (3310246 Private, Highland Light 
Infantry). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

With photocopied extracts from medal roll, confirming medal and clasp, and 
Commonwealth War Graves details. 

Born 1911, 3310246 Sergeant Ralph Sheraton Kirtley, Military Provost Staff 
Corps (late 2nd Battalion Highland Light Infantry, same continuous service 
number for both regiments) , is recorded by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission as having died on 28/12/1946. Sergeant Kirtley  is buried in 
Ashtead (St Giles) Churchyard, Surrey.

WW2 medal entitlement not researched and the medal thus  perhaps worthy of 
further research in this regard.

£240 €288.00

BS3362 TROOPER J. CHATTELL, 15TH - 19TH HUSSARS. India General Service 
Medal 1908, 1clasp, North West Frontier 1931 (545632 Trooper, 15-19 
Hussars). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

With photocopied Medal Roll, confirming medal and clasp.

Provenance: ex Colonel Wace collection, 1945.

£160 €192.00

BS3306 PRIVATE A.W. GOFF, 1ST BATTALION WEST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT. 
India General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 1908, 
officially engraved (7813 Private, 1st Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment). 
Suspender slack, couple of bruises to reverse rim at 8 o'clock, otherwise 
attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copy Medal Index Card, which confirms service during
WW1 from 8th September 1914, initially as 7813 Corporal in the 1st Battalion 
West Yorkshire Regiment, and subsequently as 8730 Sergeant, Machine Gun 
Corps (the 1st West Yorkshires set sail for France on the morning of 8th 
September 1914, reached St Nazaire the following day, and disembarked on 
10th September).. Card gives first Christian name as Alfred. Also entitled 1914
Star trio.

£170 €204.00

BS2718 PRIVATE T. LYNCH, 2ND BATTALION HIGHLAND LIGHT INFANTRY. 
India General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 1935 
(3309685 Private, Highland Light Infantry). Attractively toned, Extremely 
Fine and virtually as struck.

After service on the North West Frontier of India during the campaign of 1935,
the 2nd Battalion Highland Light Infantry transferred to Palestine, and was still
there when the Second World War broke out. After service in North Africa, the 
battalion was selected for specialist training and went on to form the infantry 
component of "No. 2 Beach Brick" during the invasion of Sicily, tasked with 

£130 €156.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

holding a section of the beachhead and providing the initial foothold for 
following units. Subsequently withdrawn from Sicily, the battalion was re-
organised as a three company strong mountaineer battalion, for special 
operations (the officers and men of the regiment were now given the rank of 
Mountaineer). It formed part of 2nd Special Service Brigade, a commando 
formation that went on to fight alongside Tito's partisans in Yugoslavia. In 
Yugoslavia the battalion took part in a wide range of assault operations, both 
on land and at sea. Subsequently, the battalion transferred to Greece. There it 
confronted E.L.A.S., the Greek communist "Peoples Liberation Army", which 
was busy taking over the Green capital, and had already murdered most of the 
police and commandeered their stations as a prelude to taking over the whole 
country. After six weeks heavy fighting, Athens was cleared of E.L.A.S. and 
the communist threat to Greece neutralised. In January 1945, the 2nd Highland
Light Infantry transferred back to Italy, and ended the war forming part of 25th
Brigade, 10th Indian Division, chasing the crack German 1st Paratroop 
Division out of Italy.

BS2650 NAIK GURDAS SINGH, 1ST/11TH SIKH REGIMENT. India General 
Service Medal 1908-1935, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 1930-31 (officially 
impressed, 261 Naik, 1/11 Sikh Regiment). Almost Extremely Fine.

£50 €60.00

BS2444 PRIVATE J. BYRNE, 1ST BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, Malabar 1921-22 (officially impressed: 
7177794 PTE .J. BYRNE. LEINS. R.). Good Very Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS2405 PRIVATE J.W. WALKER, 1ST BATTALION NORTHUMBERLAND 
FUSILIERS. India General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 
1908 (officially engraved: 1333 Pte. J.W. Walker 1st. Bn. Northd. Fus.). Good 
Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied extract from Medal Roll confirming 
medal and clasp, Medal Index Card details, confirming that Private Walker 
entered the France & Flanders theatre of operations on 13th August 1914, and 
Commonwealth War Graves details confirming that he was killed on 8th 
November 1914. He would presumably be a First Battle of Ypres (5th - 21st 
November 1914) casualty. Private Walker has no known grave, and is 
commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, panels 8 and 12.

£250 €300.00

BS2404 CAPTAIN WILLIAM TURNER, 1ST GARRISON BATTALION THE 
CAMERONIANS (SCOTTISH RIFLES) (LATE 11TH BATTALION THE 
CAMERONIANS India General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasp, Afghanistan 
N.W.F. 1919 (officially impressed: CAPT. W. TURNER.). Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts from London Gazette and British and 
Indian Army Lists of the period.

William Turner was first commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, 11th Battalion The 
Cameronians, 30/4/1915. He transferred to the 1st Garrison Battalion on 
27/1/1916 and was promoted Lieutenant, 1/7/1917 and Captain, 16/3/1918. He
is recorded in the Indian Army Lists covering the period of the 3rd Afghan 
War,  January and July 1919, as serving in India with the 1st Garrison 
Battalion, The Cameronians, which then formed part of the 4th (Quetta) 
Division. Those Indian Army Lists record Turner as being the Supervising 
Officer for Physical and Bayonet Training of the 4th (Quetta) Division, with a 
certificate of physical and bayonet training, and also as a qualified instructor in
bombing and conversant in colloquial Hindustani.

The 1st Garrison Battalion The Cameronians was formed at Hamilton in 
February 1916 and went to India at the end of that month, arriving in India on 
13/3/1916.

£265 €318.00
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Units of the 4th (Quetta) Division played a prominent role on the North West 
Frontier and in Afghanistan during the 3rd Afghan War of 6th May to 30th 
September 1919.

BS2316 PRIVATE J. CONNORS, 1ST BATTALION LEINSTER REGIMENT. India 
General Service Medal 1908, 1 clasps, Malabar 1921-22 (officially  impressed:
717795 PTE. J. CONNORS. LEINS. R.). Good Very Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS1866 PRIVATE J. O'CONNOR, LEINSTER REGIMENT. India General Service 
Medal 1908, 1 clasp; Malabar 1921-22 (officially impressed: 7178009 PTE. J. 
O'CONNOR, LEINS. R.). Almost Extremely Fine.

£250 €300.00

BS3995 PRIVATE J.C. MORGAN, ROYAL AIR FORCE. India General Service 
Medal, 1 clasp, Waziristan 1925, officially impressed: 349352 PVTE. J.C. 
MORGAN. R.A.F. Mounted court style, for display, Almost Extremely Fine.

Approximately 250 Waziristan 1925 clasps to the Royal Air Force.

Wrong regimental number impressed on medal. Medal Roll states regimental 
number as 350070 and gives rank as Aircraftsman 2nd Class J.C. Morgan, 
Royal Air Force. There is only one J.C. Morgan on the medal roll for 
Waziristan 1925.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages of copied service papers which confirm that 
John Charles Morgan's service number was 350070. Born 18/5/1903, John 
Charles Morgan enlisted into the Royal Airforce on 11/10/1921. At the time of 
enlistment he was 18 years and 146 days old, stated he was born in Newport, 
Monmouthshire, and gave his trade as that of blacksmith's striker. He saw 
service initially as a blacksmith and was still serving as a blacksmith when he 
was discharged on 7/3/1930.

Morgan saw service in India with No. 20 (Army Co-operation) Squadron, 
Royal Air Force. Morgan also saw service during WW2 with the Royal Air 
Force.

£750 €900.00

bs4330 LIEUTENANT (SELF-STYLED "CAPTAIN" AND "MAJOR") THOMAS 
DUNCAN BAIRNSFATHER, ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT AND 
LATER, DURING WW2, FLYING OFFICER (FLIGHT LIEUTENANT), 
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE, ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
TECHNICAL BRANCH. TOM BAIRNSFATHER WAS THE BROTHER OF 
THE CELEBRATED WW1 HUMOURIST AND CARTOONIST CAPTAIN 
CHARLES "BRUCE" BAIRNSFATHER, WHO ALSO SAW SERVICE 
WITH THE ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT DURING WW1. India 
General Service Medal 1908-35, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 1919 (renamed, 
contemporary engraved naming in plain block capitals: CAPt. T.D. 
BAIRNSFATHER R WAR. REGt.). Almost Extremely Fine to Extremely Fine.

Medal sold with a small file of copied research.

Tom Bairnsfather, although good-looking, charming and clever, was also, 
unfortunately, a lifelong rogue, fraudster and bigamist. His shortcomings first 
came to light when he was forced to resign his commission in October 1921, 
having been caught bouncing cheques and fiddling mess funds in order to 
finance his gambling, drinking and womanising. Throughout the remainder of 
his life, Tom Bairnsfather was involved in a series of self-aggrandising 
schemes and fraudelent activities, repeatedly traded on his connection with his 
more famous, highly regarded, brother.

Born 16/10/1896 in the Punjab, India, Tom Bairnsfather was the son of Major 
Thomas Henry and Ameila Jane Bairnsfather. He was educated at King 
Edward VI School, Stratford and Oundle Public School in Northamptonshire 
and graduated from the Royal Military College, Sandhurst, from where he was 

£225 €270.00
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commissioned 2nd Lieutenant, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, 16/8/1916.  

Tom Bairsnfather is recorded in the 1901 census as a 3 year old child resident 
in Abbotsham, Devon, with his parents and elder brother "Bruce". He is 
recorded in the 1911 census as a 13 year old schoolboy resident at Oundle 
Public School (in the same census his parents and his brother "Bruce" are 
recorded as being resident in Stratford-on-Avon).

Tom Bairnsfather first saw service during WW1 in France, entering that theatre
of operations on 5/2/1917, and subsequently in Italy and India. He was 
appointed ADC to Lieutenant General Sir Richard Haking, 30/3/1917, 
promoted Lieutenant, 16/2/1918 and subsequently served in Kashmir as ADC 
to Major General Sir George Barrow. 

Tom Bairnsfather had a distinguished record during WW1, mentioned in 
dispatches, awarded British War and Victory Medals and the Order of the 
Crown of Italy, Cavalier (London Gazette 12/9/1918). However, he was court 
martialed in India in 1920 for bouncing cheques and embezzling mess funds, 
resigned his commission in 1921 and was declared bankrupt in 1922. 

Thomas Duncan Bairnsfather was thrice married, firstly to Eleanor Tipping in 
India in 1920. The couple divorced in 1927. By this stage, Bairnsfather's 
underhand activities had become so notorious that he was finding it difficult to 
operate, and in order to escape the cloud hanging over him, he decided to 
emigrate to Australia. In 1928, whilst en-route for Australia via South Africa, 
he proposed to a lady called Cathleen Farmer. When he failed to carry through 
with his marriage proposal, she sued him and was awarded £750 for breach of 
promise. Bairnsfather married, secondly, Lorna Wood, in Melbourne, 
Australia, in 1928. By 1931 he was living in Flinders, Victoria, in a house 
which, once again trading off his brother's reputation, he named  "The Better 
'Ole", after one of Bruce Bairnsfather's famous series of cartoons. Following 
the outbreak of WW2 Bairnsfather was called up in May 1941, saw service 
with the Administrative and Technical Section, Royal Australian Air Force, 
and was commissioned Flying Officer (Flight Lieutenant), 29/1/1942. He 
married for a third time, Addie Reid, in Newcastle, New South Wales, in 
December 1942, having neglected divorce his second wife. He was tried for 
bigamy in 1944 and subsequently divorced his second wife, Lorna Wood, in 
June of that year. His marriage to Addie was also nullified, and he and Addie 
married again in July 1944. At the time of his trial for bigamy, Tom 
Bairnsfather, then living at 93 Ocean Street, Woolahra, New South Wales, was 
a well-known Sydney radio station personality, commentating on wrestling 
matches and appearing in a radio series  as the character "Algy". 

Bairnsfather's criminal tendencies followed him to Australia. Employed as a 
hotel manager, he was fired when money went missing from the hotel safe. He 
was also a serial con artist and a sneak thief, online family reminiscences 
recording that he regularly stole money from ladies' handbags. Bairnsfather 
was court martialled for a second time, in 1942, for bouncing cheques and 
obtaining money by false pretences whilst serving with the Royal Australian 
Air Force, and dismissed from the service on 12/11/1943.

Thomas Duncan Bairnsfather died 18/4/1949 in Woolahra, NSW. 

In obituary notices he was described as having been the recipient of the 
Military Cross during WW1. Like many of his other claims, this was a fantasy 
designed to boost his image, there being no record of his ever having been 
recommended for, far less awarded, the Military Cross. Additionally, there is 
no record of Thomas Bairnsfather ever having been promoted to the rank of 
Captain, another exaggeration (and when he emigrated to Australia in 1828, he
gave his rank on the passenger list as that of Major), both latter exaggerations 
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no doubt intended to allow him to use the honorary post-nominal ranks of 
Captain and Major in civilian life.

In 1922, Bruce Bairnsfather, exasperated by his brother's attempts to profit 
from their connection in order to promote events, published the following 
disclaimer in the press: "Captain Bruce Bairnsfather asks the Daily Express to 
state that he has no connection with a concert party with which the name of Mr
T.D. Bairnsfather is associated,or with any enterprise in which his own name 
does not appear."

BS3862 KHEDIVE'S SUDAN MEDAL 1910-21, second issue, 2 clasps, Darfur 1916, 
Fasher (unnamed, as issued). Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

The clasps Darfur 1916 and Fasher were awarded for the campaign of 1916 
against Emir Ali Dinar, Sultan of Darfur. Following the battle of Omdurman in
1898, Emir Ali Dinar, having pledged allegiance to the British government, 
was allowed to return to Darfur as ruler. In 1916, believing that the British 
were losing the war with the Turks, and under the impression that the Sudan 
was ready to rise in revolt, Emir Ali Dinar renounced his allegiance, and 
declared himself the new Islamic saviour or Mahdi. With fighting on all fronts 
during WW1 at its height, releasing entire battalions for service against the 
Emir was deemed impossible. Instead, an expeditionary force was cobbled 
together, comprising locally raised native units led by small numbers of 
officers and men from a wide variety of British regiments, along with 23 
members of the Royal Flying Corps. The campaign was a complete success, 
despite having to be waged across the wide expanse of a hostile desert. The 
concluding battle of the expedition took place at Beringia, not far from Emir 
Ali Dinar's capital at El Fasher, on 22/5/1916. There, after the usual succession
of reckless mass charges against the British positions, the Emir's army was 
completely destroyed. The Emir was himself killed the following month, while
on the run, bringing the revolt to a conclusion.

£645 €774.00

bs4426 CORPORAL F.J. MCKENNA, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH RIFLES. 
1914 Star and bar (officially impressed: 8960 PTE. F.J. McKENNA. 1/R. IR: 
RIF). Original bar on ribbon, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card confirming 1914 Star and 
that Frank J. McKenna initially saw service in the France as 8960 Rifleman 
with the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles, entering that theatre of operations on 
6/11/1914 (the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles landed as a unit at Havre on 
6/11/1914) and saw service initially with the 25th Brigade, 8th Division. 
McKenna was promoted Acting Corporal and subsequently saw service with 
the Royal Engineers.

£135 €162.00

BS4289 PRIVATE (LATER SERGEANT) H. BANNISTER, 2ND BATTALION 
RIFLE BRIGADE, KILLED IN ACTION 9/5/1915, BATTLE OF AUBERS 
RIDGE. 1914 Star (officially impressed: 3061 PTE. H. BANNISTER. 2/ RIF: 
BRIG.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine, with a length of original 
ribbon.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, extract from 1901 census, 10 
pages copied of documents from Bannister's Soldiers Papers file, copied Medal
Index card and Commonwealth War Graves details.

Henry Robert Frank Bannister was born on 11/8/1890 at 153 Gordon Road, 
Peckham, Camberwell, London, the son of Henry Robert Frank and Eliza 
Bannister, his father being recorded in the 1902 census return as a 42 year old 
a leather packer employed in a warehouse,. He was educated at Lyndhurst 
Grove School School, Southward (admitted 19/2/1894). He is recorded in the 

£130 €156.00
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1901 census return as a 10 year old schoolboy resident in Camberwell, London
with his parents and five younger brothers and sisters. Henry Bannister was a 
pre-war regular who enlisted into the Rifle Brigade on 21/9/1908. At the time 
of enlistment he was 18 years of age and gave his trade as that of car man. 
Following enlistment, Bannister was initially posted for service with the 1st 
Battalion on 13/1/1909 with the rank of Private. He transferred to the 2nd 
Battalion on 5/10/1910, was promoted Acting Corporal, 10/3/1915, Corporal 
and Acting Sergeant, 14/3/1915, and was killed in action at Aubers Ridge on 
9/5/1915 and is buried in Le Trou Aid Post Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France.

Sergeant Bannister also entitled British War Medal and Victory Medal.

BS3752 PRIVATE J. GUNN, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 1914 
Star and bar (7733 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers). Copy bar, otherwise 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied Medal Index Card, which confirms that 
Private Joseph Gunn first entered a theatre of active operations on 22/8/1914 
(the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers sailed for France as a unit on 22/8/1914,
landing at Boulogne the following day). Gunn saw service initially as 7733 
Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers and subsequently as 7040115 Private, Royal Irish
Fusiliers. M.I.C. notes Private Gunn as being taken prisoner of war during 
WW1 and  also confirms as seeing post-WW1 service with the Royal Irish 
Fusiliers, seeing service in the Middle East and being awarded the General 
Service Medal with clasps Iraq and NW Persia. His home address was 5 
Montague Terrace, Glasgow.

£150 €180.00

BS3244 PRIVATE M. MORRISEY, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 
1914 Star  and bar (7256 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers). Copy bar on Star, 
otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by Medal Index Card details, which confirm that Private 
Michael Morrisey first saw active service in France, entering that theatre of 
operations on 28/8/1914 (Private Morrisey was a late arrival, his battalion 
having landed as a unit at Boulogne on 23/8/1914). Private Morrisey also 
entitled British War and Victory Medals

£110 €132.00

BS3031 PRIVATE J. MURPHY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
1914 Star and bar (10481 Private, Royal Irish Regiment). Original silk ribbon, 
copy bar, Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied Medal Index Card, which confirms that 
Private John Murphy first saw active service in France and Flanders, 
embarking for that theatre of operations on 13/8/1914 (the 2nd Royal Irish 
landed as a unit at Boulogne on 14/8/1914). M.I.C. confirms service initially as
10481 Private, Royal Irish Regiment and subsequently as 708569 Private, 
Labour Corps.

£110 €132.00

BS3030 PRIVATE J. BOARDMAN, 7TH/8TH BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING
FUSILIERS (FORMERLY 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT) . 
1914 Star and bar (8886 Private, Royal Irish Regiment). Copy bar, original silk
ribbon, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied  by photocopied Medal Index Card and Commonwealth 
War Graves and Soldiers Died details. Private James Boardman first saw active
service in France and Flanders, embarking for that theater of operations on 
13/8/1914 (the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment landed as a unit at 
Boulogne on 14/8/1914). Boardman was killed in action on 1/9/1918 whilst 
attached to the 7th/8th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Boardman was 
born and lived in Bolton, Lancashire and enlisted at Preston. He has no known 
grave and is commemorate on the Tyne Cot Memorial.

£200 €240.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

At the time of his death Private Jackson was serving with the 7/8th Battalion 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Following heavy losses to both battalions, the 7th 
and 8th Battalions Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers were amalgamated on 
23/8/1917. On 22/4/1918 that composite battalion was reduced to a training 
cadre, its personnel being transferred to the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment. The training cadre was allotted to 102nd Brigade, 104th Division on
17/6/1918, but on 26/6/1918 the cadre was transferred to GHQ Troops and the 
battalion re-formed with 18 officers and 857 men from the 8th Battalion Rifle 
Brigade and drafts from other units. It is probably at this stage that Jackson 
transferred from the 2nd Royal Irish to the 7/8th Inniskillings. The 7/8th 
Inniskillings were allotted to the 89th Brigade, 30th Division on 3/7/1918. 
Jackson was killed in action during the capture of Neuve Eglise, 1/9/1918. The
following details of the attack on Neuve Eglise have been extracted from the 
regimental history.The capture of that village came during a night attack. The 
7/8th Inniskillings assembled in front of the village at about 7pm, and their 
initial advance was held up by heavy machine gun fire when they were within 
300 yards of the village. Attempts to work round the flanks failed. At midnight,
Lieutenant Colonel Irvine, who was acting as Brigadier, came up to the 
Battalion HQ and organised a fresh attack, which took its objective early the 
following morning.

BS2327 PRIVATE R. CAULFIELD, 1ST BATTALION IRISH GUARDS. 1914 Star 
and bar (officially impressed, 2431 Private, Irish Guards). Copy bar, otherwise 
Almost Extremely Fine.

With Medal Index Card details which confirm that Private Robert J. Caulfield, 
Irish Guards, landed in France on 13th August 1914 (the 1st Battalion Irish 
Guards landed as a unit at Havre on 13th August 1914).

£150 €180.00

0BJ081 PRINCESS MARY'S 1914 CHRISTMAS GIFT TIN. Scattered contact marks 
and dents to lid and base and polished overall (gilding almost entirely lacking) 
otherwise good condition.

Box only, no contents.

£40 €48.00

BS4296 SERGEANT (LATER COMPANY SERGEANT-MAJOR, WARRANT 
OFFICER CLASS 2) G. TAYLOR, M.M., 2ND BATTALION ROYAL 
MUNSTER FUSILIERS, AWARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL FOR 
GALLANTRY DURING THE SOMME OPERATIONS OF JULY-AUGUST 
1916. 1914-15 Star (officially impressed: 4697 SJT. G. TAYLOR. R. MUNS: 
FUS:). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied QSA Medal rolls, WW1 Medal Index card, 
medal roll, Military Medal Index card and Silver War Badge roll, along with 
London Gazette extract 20/10/1916, announcing award of Military Medal.

George T. Taylor enlisted into the Royal Munster Fusiliers on 28/6/1894. He 
saw service during the Boer War with the 2nd Battalion Royal Munster 
Fusiliers (entitled to Queen's South Africa Medal with clasps Orange Free 
State and South Africa 1902). Taylor saw service in France and Flanders 
during WW1, entering that theatre of operations on 4/12/1915, seeing service 
initially as a Sergeant and later as Warrant Officer Class 2 (also entitled British
War and Victory Medals). WW1 medal roll confirms that Taylor saw service 
exclusively with the 2nd Battalion Royal Munster Fusiliers during WW1. He 
was discharged on 8/4/1917 as a result of sickness (entitled Silver War Badge).

George Taylor's Military Medal was announced in the London Gazette of 
20/10/1916. Military Medals announced in the London Gazette of this date 
were for the Somme operations of July-August 1916.

£240 €288.00

BS4086 BANDSMAN G.E. SHERWOOD, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH £60 €72.00
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REGIMENT. 1914-15 Star (officially impressed: BNDSMN: G.E. 
SHERWOOD. R.IR:REGT:). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, extracts 1911 census and 1939 
Register, copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal rolls (2, 1914-15 Star and 
British War and Victory Medals).

A scarce award to a Bandsman.

George Edward Sherwood (1898-1976) was born in Dudley, Staffordshire, on 
21/7/1898. He is recorded in the 1911 census return as the 12 year old son of a 
42 year old coal miner, Jeffrey William Sherwood and his 39 year old wife 
Annie Bertha Sherwood. Sherwood first saw service during WW1 in France 
with the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment, entering that theatre of operations 
on 19/12/1914 and saw service during WW1 exclusively with that battalion of 
the Royal Irish Regiment. The 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment sailed for 
France on 19/12/1914, landing at Le Havre as a unit on the following day. 
Sherwood is recorded in the 1939 Register as being resident in Coseley, 
Staffordshire, and employed as a charge hand artificial silk spinner.

BS4083 CORPORAL (LATER REDUCED TO PRIVATE) T. KEALY, 1ST 
BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 1914-15 Star (officially 
impressed: 4008 Cpl. T. KEALY. R. IR. REGT:). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal rolls, which
confirm that Thomas Kealy saw service during WW1 with the 1st Battalion 
Royal Irish Regiment in France, entering that theatre of operations on 
8/2/1915. He subsequently lost his Corporal's stripes and was reduced to 
Private "for misconduct".

£45 €54.00

bs3761 PRIVATE C.K. WISE, 16TH BATTALION AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL 
FORCE. 1914-15 Star (1874 Private, 16th Battalion AIF). Mint state, with 
original silk ribbon, and accompanied by its original card box of issue and 
original registered envelope addressed to Private Wise's next of kin, his sister, 
Cissie Wise.

Private Wise was killed in action in France on 11.4.1917, during the first attack
on Bullecourt. 

Medal accompanied by 15 pages of photocopied service papers. Charles 
Knightley Wise was born in the parish of Queen's Ward, Glasgow, Scotland. 
He enlisted at Perth, Western Australia, on 18.1.1915.  At the time of 
enlistment he was 21 years and 1 month old, gave his trade as that of labourer 
and his next of kin as his sister, Cissie Wise (her address initially given as 8 
Maxwell Road, Glasgow, but later changed to 182 Queen's Drive, Strathbungo,
Glasgow). Wise was posted to the Depot Company, 4th Reinforcement, 16th 
Battalion AIF, on 18/1/1915, embarked at Freemantle for Gallipoli aboard the 
"Argyllshire" on 19/5/1915,  and was taken on the strength of the 16th 
Battalion at Gallipoli on 2/6/1915. He was wounded on 13/8/1918 and again 
slightly wounded on 30/8/1915, being admitted to hospital at Lemnos on 
5/9/1915. Wise was discharged from hospital the same day and returned to 
duty in Gallipoli. After the evacuation of Gallipoli he disembarked, ex Mudros,
at Alexandria, on 30/12/1915. Subsequently, with his battalion, he transferred 
to France, disembarking at Marseille on 19/6/1916, and was killed in action on
11/4/1917.

Photocopied papers include a receipt form completed by Cissie Wise for 
Private Wise's effects, on which sheet is written a complaint about the army's 
failure to return some of his effects "What about his pocket book, letters, case, 
watch and ring, etc". In addition to not receiving all of her brother's effects, 

£195 €234.00
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Cissie also had to pay postage due on the registered package forwarding her 
brother's 1914-15 Star, the post office noting the package had been "posted out 
of course" and slapping a tuppeny postage due stamp on it.

BS3633 PRIVATE T.F. HOLMES, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 
1914 Star (9717 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers). Copy clasp on ribbon, Good 
Very Fine.

With photocopied Medal Index card, which confirms that Thomas F. Holmes 
first saw active service in France, entering that theatre of operations on 
22/8/1914 (the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers sailed for France as a unit on 
that date). Holmes was discharged to the Class Z reserve on 23/5/1919. Also 
entitled BWM and Victory Medal.

£110 €132.00

BS2976 PRIVATE T. FREEMAN, 11TH BATTALION WEST YORKSHIRE 
REGIMENT. 1914-15 Star (13952 Private, W. Yorkshire Regiment). 
Extremely Fine.

Private Thomas Freeman died on 20th September 1917, and would be a first 
day of the battle of Menin Road Ridge (20th - 24th September 1917) casualty. 
He was 29 years of age at the time of his death, the son of Stephen and Sarah 
E. Freeman of 28 Exchange Street, Hull. He has no known grave, and is 
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial.

£70 €84.00

BS4328 PRIVATE H. EDGINTON, 9TH BATTALION ROYAL FUSILIERS. 1914-15 
Star (officially impressed: 8336 Pte. H. EDGINTON R.FUS:). Almost 
Extremely Fine, and accompanied by a King Edward VII 1902 School Board 
for London Prize Medal for 1904 named to "J." Edginton.

Medal accompanied by copied extract 1911 census return, WW1 Medal Index 
cards (2) and medal rolls (2). Harry Edginton is recorded in the 1911 census as
a 17 year old apprentice brass finisher resident in Lambeth with his parents, 
William and Sarah and sister Florrie. He first saw active service in France 
during WW1, entering that theatre of operations on 1/6/1915.

There are two Medal Index cards for recipient, one with surname spelt 
Edginton and the other with surname spelt Edgington. Recipient also entitled 
British War and Victory Medals.

£35 €42.00

BS3931 THE KING'S (LIVERPOOL) REGIMENT, A RARE WW1 PERIOD GOLD 
PRESENTATION CITY BATTALION'S (17TH, 18TH, 19TH & 20TH 
BATTALIONS) COMFORTS FUND PRESENTATION BREAST BADGE 
AWARDED TO MRS ANN TAYLOR, MOTHER OF LIEUTENANT 
NORMAN LEOPOLD TAYLOR, 19TH BATALION THE KING'S 
(LIVERPOOL) REGIMENT, WHO WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED 
DURING A TRENCH RAID IN SEPTEMBER 1916, comprising the crest of 
the Earl of Derby, an eagle with wings extended preying on an infant in its 
cradle, motto on ribbon below "Sans Changer", with four clasps above, reading
upwards and dating respectively, 1918, 1917, 1916 and 1915,  with its original 
top brooch suspender bearing legend "City Battalion's Comforts Fund", reverse
of badge hallmarked for 9 carat gold. Measures 2 5/8 inches (68mm) high 
approx., weight 13.3 grammes, housed in its original black velvet and white 
silk lined case of issue, the case bound in black velvet with white velvet 
central stripe, interior of lid with printed inscription "From the Officers, 
N.C.O.'S and Men of The Four City Battalions King's Liverpool Regt., in 
grateful recognition of the work she has done for their welfare, January 1918", 
exterior of lid impressed with name of recipient, "Mrs A. Taylor", in gilt. Some
scuffing to exterior of case, the breast badge virtually as struck.

The four City Battalions of the King's (Liverpool) Regiment were raised in 
Liverpool by Edward George Villiers Stanley, 17th Earl of Derby (Lord Derby)
on 29/8/1914 and saw service initially during WW1 as 89th Brigade, 30th 

£1850 €2220.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

Division. With the approval of King George V, Lord Derby presented to each 
man who enlisted before 16th October 1914, a silver cap badge whose design, 
like this presentation breast badge, was based on his family crest. The 89th 
Brigade's first commanding officer was Brigadier General Ferdinand Charles 
Stanley, a younger brother of Lord Derby.

The City Battalions Comforts Fund was formed in November 1915, its 
president being Alice, Lady Derby, and its chairman, Alexandra Stanley, the 
wife of Brigadier General Stanley, commanding officer of the 89th Brigade. 
Brigadier General Stanley, in his History of the 89th Brigade, was full of praise
for the work carried out during the war by the Comforts Fund committee, 
providing an extensive, itemised list of the vast number of items supplied by 
the committee to the men of the City Battalions. Amounting to over 250,000 
individual items, these included over 29,000 pairs of socks, 6,444 pair of 
mittens, 10,800 Tommy's Cookers, cases of candles to the weight of some 
29,616 pounds, 52,044 newspapers and magazines, 1,683 pounds of cake, 
1,860 mouth organs and whistles, etc. Brigadier General Stanley also records 
the decision taken at Christmas 1917 to give "each of the members of the 
Committee a little reproduction of our badge in gold, with bars for each year of
service in which they have been connected with the City Battalion's Comforts 
Fund". These badges were eventually presented, as recorded inside the lid of 
the presentation case of the example recorded here, in January 1918. The 
maximum number of clasps awarded was four, as on the example offered here.

The Mrs A. Taylor to whom this badge was awarded was Mrs Ann Taylor, the 
mother of 2nd Lieutenant Norman Leopold Taylor, 19th Battalion The King's 
(Liverpool) Regiment, who was mortally wounded during a trench raid on 
13/9/1916 (died of wounds 18/9/1916). Anne Taylor was resident in Ireland at 
the time of her son's death. She did, however, have an English background, 
which may perhaps have prompted her son to seek a commission in an English
infantry regiment when he was commissioned from the ranks. Ann Taylor, 
born Rotherham, Yorkshire, was the daughter of John Woodcock. She is 
recorded in the 1881 census as being a 14 year old schoolgirl, resident in 
Leeds, her father being recorded in the same census return as a leather lace 
cutter (boot maker). Ann Woodcock married Samuel Taylor (born Co. Antrim) 
at Sheepscar, Leeds, on 10/6/1889. She and her husband are recorded in the 
1901 Irish census as living in Boveen, Kilcolman, King's County (now Co. 
Offaly). At the time of that census, Samuel Taylor is recorded as being a 
gamekeeper. That census return records a guest in the family house on the day 
the census was compiled, a 39 year old barrister by the name of G.B. 
Hamilton, who was apparently the owner of the lands on which Samuel Taylor 
was employed as gamekeeper. By the time of the 1911 census Samuel and Ann
Taylor had moved to Rockville, Aughrim East, Co. Roscommon, where 
Samuel was again employed as a gamekeeper.

Ann Taylor's son, Norman Leopold Taylor, first saw service during WW1 as 
6305 Corporal, Irish Guards. Norman Taylor was commissioned 2nd 
Lieutenant, 16th (Reserve) Battalion The King's (Liverpool) Regiment in 
August 1915 (Army Lists of the period give date as 7th August, but Medal 
Index Card states 6th August). He first saw active service in France with the 
19th Battalion The King's (Liverpool) Regiment in 1916 and was mortally 
wounded whilst serving with that battalion during a disastrous trench raid on 
13/9/1916. Norman Taylor's Medal Index card gives his next of kin as his 
father, with an address at "Rockview", Hill Street, Dunmona, Co. Roscommon.
Graham Maddocks, in his History of the "Liverpool Pals", gives total 
casualties for the trench raid during which 2nd Lieutenant Taylor was mortally 
wounded as 1 officer and 3 other ranks killed, 2nd Lieutenant Taylor mortally 
wounded, and 18 other ranks wounded.

The colours of the velvet and silk used in the production of the presentation 
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case in which the breast badge is housed are those of Lord Derby's racing 
colours, a black silk jacket with a white cap.

Badge accompanied by various copied research, including census returns, 
marriage registry extract, copied Medal Index card for 2nd Lieutenant Taylor, 
extracts from regimental histories and battalion war diary, etc.

BS4249 WILLIAM STEPHEN, MERCANTILE MARINE. British War Medal, 
officially impressed : WILLIAM STEPHEN. Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

There are four men named William Stephen recorded as having seen service 
with the Mercantile Marine during WW1.

£20 €24.00

BS4248 FREDERICK BASIL PARKER, MERCANTILE MARINE. British War 
Medal, officially impressed F.B. PARKER. Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Only one F.B. Parker recorded as seeing service with the Mercantile Marine 
during WW1.

Medal accompanied by biographical details and WW1 Mercantile Marine 
medal card (Parker also entitled Mercantile Marine Medal).

Frederick Basil Parker (1884-1949) was born in Boston, Lincolnshire, on 
7/6/1884. He married Helen Jane Mudge in Newton Abbot, Devon, in March 
1915 and died in Birmingham in 1949.

£40 €48.00

BS3022 DECK HAND W. LAVERTON, ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE (PREVIOUSLY 
PRIVATE 1/4TH BATTALION, GORDON HIGHLANDERS). British War 
Medal (officially impressed: 11946D.A. W. LAVERTON D.H. R.N.R.). 
Attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

"D.A." suffix to service number indicates enlistment as a deck hand in the 
Trawler section, Royal Naval Reserve.

Medal accompanied by 4 pages of copied Royal Naval Reserve service papers,
6 pages of Territorial Army service papers, WW1 medal rolls (2), copied 
Medal Index card, extract from 1891 census, etc. Medal Index card confirms 
also entitled 1914-15 Star and Victory Medal.

William Alexander Laverton was born 21/6/188 in Aberdeen. A pre-war 
member of the Royal Naval Reserve, he enlisted into the 4th Battalion Gordon 
Highlanders on 9/10/1914 and saw service in France with the 4th Gordon 
Highlanders from 19/2/1915 to 26/8/1916. He was discharged on 27/8/1916, 
after re-enlisting into the Royal Naval Reserve (Trawler section). Whilst with 
the Royal Naval Reserve during WW1, Laverton saw service with a number of
shore bases and ships, including the trawler Thalia (28/8/1916 to 31/3/1917). 
In addition to his war gratuity, Laverton also received two allocations of Naval
Prize Money, £4 11 shillings 8 pence on 22/6/1920 and £6 17 shillings and 
sixpence on 10/10/1922. Laverton is recorded in the 1891 census as living in 
West North Street, Aberdeen.

The Thalea, 32 tons, whose home port was Lowestoft, was requisioned by the 
Royal Navy in 1916, for service at sea in the campaign against the German 
submarine menace. On the 8th October 1918 when on route from Rouen to the 
Tyne she was torpedoed by German submarine UC-17 and sunk when 4 miles 
ESE from Filey Brig, Yorkshire.

The 1/4th Battalion Gordon Highlanders sailed for France on 19/2/1915, 

£65 €78.00
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landing at Havre the following day. Whilst Laverton was serving with the 
battalion it saw service initially in 8th Brigade, 3rd Division from 27/2/1915 
and from 10/10/1915 with the 76th Brigade, 3rd Division, and from 23/2/1916 
with the 154th Brigade, 51st Division. The 1/4th Gordons saw service with the 
154th Brigade during the battle of the Somme in 1916, first seeing action 
during an attack on the German front line from High Wood on 23/7/1916, and 
by 26/7/1916 had suffered some 328 casualties.

BS4171 PRIVATE D. CAULFIELD, 7TH BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS, KILLED IN ACTION 9/9/1916 (BATTLE OF GUINCHY). 
British War Medal (officially impressed: 23267 PTE. D. CAULFIELD. R. 
INNIS. FUS.). Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal roll and 
Commonwealth War Graves details. WW1 medal roll confirms that Caulfield 
saw service exclusively with the 7th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. He 
was also entitled to the Victory Medal but not to either of the Stars. 

Denis Caulfield was born in St. Johnston, Co. Donegal. On the outbreak of 
WW1 he was resident in Letterkenny and enlisted at Strabane. He was killed 
on 9/9/1916 (Battle of Guinchy).

The 7th Inniskillings were raised at Omagh in October 1914 and landed in 
France as a unit in February 1916. They were in the front line at Hulluch on 
27/4/1916, when the Germans launched a gas attack, as a result of which the 
battalion lost 10 officers and 253 other ranks, killed, wounded and missing 
(including 137 men gassed). The 7th Inniskillings also took part in the Battle 
of the Somme, including the battle of Guinchy on 9/9/1916, when the battalion
advanced in the face of intense machine gun fire, during which action the 
battlalion lost 5 officers and 184 other ranks killed, wounded and missing. At 
Guinchy the 7th Inniskillings formed part of 49th Brigade, 16th (Irish) 
Division.

£120 €144.00

BS4167 PRIVATE W. MURKIN, 11TH (DONEGAL AND FERMANAGH) 
BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS. British War Medal 
(officially impressed: 18740 PTE. W. MURKIN. R. INNIS. FUS.). Attractively
toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal rolls, and Silver
War Badge Roll.

Walter Murkin enlisted on 8/1/1915. He saw service during WW1 exclusively 
with the 11th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, serving with that battalion 
in France and Flanders, entering that theatre of operations on 5/10/1915 (the 
11th Inniskillings landed in France as a unit in October 1915). He was 
discharged as a result of sickness on 25/11/1918. Private Murkin was also 
entitled to the 1914-15 Star and Victory Medal.

The 11th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers was raised at Omagh in 
September 1914, from the Donegal and Fermanagh Ulster Volunteers. The 
battalion landed in France as a unit in October 1915 and was disbanded in 
France on 11/2/1918, being under strength as a result of the enormous number 
of casualties sustained. The 11th Inniskillings saw service during the Battle of 
the Somme and sustained enormous casualties on the first day of the battle, 
1/7/1917, as it moved out of Thiepval Wood and attempting to cross no man's 
land in the face of sustained machine gun fire.

It was a man of the 11th Inniskillings, a Private John Meeke, who carried the 
mortally wounded Major William Redmond of the 6th Battalion Royal Irish 
Regiment out of action and back to the British lines, at the battle of Messines 
Ridge on 7/7/1917, Private Meeke himself being wounded as he did so.

£100 €120.00
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BS4165 PRIVATE J. SIMS, 5th BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS. 
British War Medal (officially impressed: 30067 PTE. J. SIMS. R. INNIS. 
FUS.). Scattered minor contact marks to rim, otherwise Good Very Fine to 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal roll and Silver 
War Badge roll.

Joseph Sims enlisted on 3/7/1916. He saw service exclusively with the 5th 
Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers during WW1 and was discharged on 
15/2/1919 as a result of wounds (recipient also entitled Victory Medal and 
Silver Wound Badge).

The 5th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers was originally raised at Omagh 
in August 1914. Prior to Sims enlisting, the 5th Inniskillings had seen service 
in Gallipoli, but by the time he enlisted it was serving in Salonika. The 
battalion subsequently saw service in Egypt, from September 1917, and 
France, from June 1918 to the end of the war.

£50 €60.00

BS4164 PRIVATE S. TEENEY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL INNISKILLING 
FUSILIERS, KILLED IN ACTION ON 1/4/1917, ATTACK ON SAVY 
WOOD, DURING THE GERMAN RETREAT TO THE HINDENBERG 
LINE (14/3/1917 - 5/4/1917). British War Medal (officially impressed: 3158 
PTE. S. TEENEY. R. INNIS. FUS.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal rolls and 
Commonwealth War Graves details.

Samuel Teeney was born in Shankill, Belfast, and enlisted at Belfast. He first 
saw active service in France and Flanders, entering that theatre of operations 
on 14/4/1915. The Regimental Journal, "The Sprig", for August 1916, records 
Teeney as having been wounded in action during the Battle of the Somme in 
1916. He was killed in action on 1/4/1917 during the attack on Savy Wood. 
During that operation, the 2nd Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers lot one 
officer killed in action and 10 wounded, and 31 other ranks killed, 107 
wounded and 3 missing. Samuel Teeney has no known grave and is 
commemorated at Savy British Cemetery.

Private Teeney was also entitled to the 1914-15 Star and Victory Medal.

The 2nd Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers took part in the Battle of the 
Somme in 1916.

£120 €144.00

BS4162 PRIVATE J. WILKINSON, 1ST & 7TH BATTALIONS ROYAL 
INNISKILLING FUSILIERS. British War Medal (officially impressed: 26841 
PTE. J. WILKINSON. R. INNIS. FUS.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Private Wilkinson was killed in action on 19/5/1917.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal roll and 
Soldiers Died details, which confirm that Wilkinson initially saw service with 
the 7th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers before transferring to the 1st 
Battalion. He was killed in action on 19/5/1917, whilst serving with the 1st 
Battalion.

John Wilkinson was born at Newbottle, Co. Durham. He enlisted into the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers at Shiney Row, Tyne and Wear. He was the brother
of Edward Wilkinson of 10 Bell Street, Penshaw, Co. Durham. He has no 
known grave and is commemorated on the Arras Memorial.

£90 €108.00
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Private Wilkinson was also entitled to the Victory Medal.

BS4157 PRIVATE D. DOUGLAS,  2ND GARRISON BATTALION ROYAL IRISH 
FUSILIERS (LATE 11th BATTALION ROYAL HIGHLANDERS (BLACK 
WATCH)). British War Medal (officially impressed: 15477 PTE. D. 
DOUGLAS R. HIGHRS.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine and virtually as 
struck.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal roll, which 
confirm that David Douglas saw service initially with the 11th Royal 
Highlanders and subsequently with the 2nd Garrison Battalion Royal Irish 
Fusiliers. The 11th Royal Highlanders was a Home Service battalion, so 
although named to him as Private, Royal Highlanders, Douglas's British War 
Medal would actually have been awarded for service with the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Irish Fusiliers. The 2nd Garrison Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers was 
formed at Dublin in April 1916 and saw service in Salonika and Macedonia 
from August 1916 to September 1918.

£35 €42.00

BS4095 PRIVATE H.J. SWIFT, 8TH BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
British War Medal (officially impressed: 18850 PTE. H.J. SWIFT. R. IR. 
REGT.). Couple of minor rim nicks, otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal roll, which 
confirms that Herbert James Swift saw service during WW1 exclusively with 
the 8th Battalion Royal Irish Regiment. Swift was also entitled to the Victory 
Medal, but not entitled to either of the Stars.

£40 €48.00

BS4094 PRIVATE T. PRESTON, ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT AND 8TH KING'S 
ROYAL IRISH HUSSARS. British War Medal (officially impressed: 4768 
PTE. T. PRESTON. R. IR. REGT.). Small bruise to obverse rim at 5 o'clock, 
otherwise Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal roll and copied 
medal roll for the General Service Medal 1918-62, which confirms Preston as 
having seen service in Iraq with the 8th Royal Irish Hussars during the post-
war years (entitled Campaign Service Medal with Iraq clasp, in addition to 
being entitled to a Victory Medal). Medal Index card confirms Preston as 
having initially seen service as 4768 Private, Royal Irish Regiment and 
subsequently 533824 Private, 8th Hussars.

£60 €72.00

BS4093 PRIVATE T. O'NEILL, 4TH & 5TH BATTALIONS ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT. British War Medal (officially impressed: 4905 PTE. T. O'NEILL.
R. IR. REGT.). Some contact marks to medal rim, but naming details still 
clearly legible, otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal rolls, which
confirm that Thomas O'Neill saw service initially in France with the 1st 
Battalion Royal Irish Regiment, entering that theatre of war on 23/8/1915, and 
subsequently saw service with the 5th Battalion. He probably transferred from 
the 1st to the 5th Battalion when the two battalions were serving together in 
the 10th Irish Division in the Mediterranean theatre of operations.

Also entitled 1914-15 Star and Victory Medal

£40 €48.00

BS4091 PRIVATE J. O'BRIEN, 5TH BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
British War Medal (officially impressed: 1254 PTE. J. O'BRIEN. R. IR. 
REGT.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal roll and Silver 
War Badge roll.

£50 €60.00
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John Hanrahan enlisted into the Royal Irish Regiment on 9/9/1914. He saw 
service with the 5th Battalion in the Balkans from 8/7/1915, including the 
operations on the Gallipoli peninsula (the 5th Royal Irish Regiment embarked 
at Liverpool for Gallipoli on 7/7/1915, landing at Suvla Bay on 7/8/1915). 
O'Brien was discharged on 26/6/1916 as a result of "wounds"

Recipient also entitled 1914-15 Star, Victory Medal and Silver War Badge.

BS4090 PRIVATE J. KENNEDY, 2ND BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
British War Medal (officially impressed: PTE. J. KENNEDY. R. IR. REGT.). 
Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 6 pages of copied service papers, Medal Index card 
and WW1 medal roll.

John Kennedy was born in the parish of St Mary, Hull. He enlisted into the 
Royal Irish Regiment on 17/2/1917. At the time of enlistment he gave his age 
as 20 years, his home address as 19 Howe Street (off Jennings Street), Hull, 
and gave his trade as that of turner. Kennedy saw service during WW1 with the
2nd Battalion Royal Irish Regiment.

Kennedy was tried by District Court Martial on 18/2/1918 for absenting 
himself without leave and losing his clothing and regimental necessaries. He 
was sentenced to 56 days imprisonment and to be placed under stoppage of 
pay until stoppages had made good the value of a greatcoat, value £1 16 
shillings and 9 pence.

£50 €60.00

BS4089 PRIVATE J. HANRAHAN, 2nd, 3rd and 4th BATTALION, ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT. British War Medal (officially impressed: 3273 PTE. J. 
HANRAHAN. R. IR. REGT.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 10 pages of copied service papers, copied Medal Index
card, WW1 medal rolls, WW1 prisoner of war records and copied extracts 
from "History of the Militia" and the Royal Irish Regiment Regimental 
History.

John Hanrahan was born in Grange, Cahir, Co. Tipperary and enlisted into the 
4th Battalion Royal Irish Regiment (North Tipperary Militia) on 8/9/1897. He 
was embodied during the Boer War, from 2/5/1900 to 25/7/1901, but did not 
see service overseas. Subsequently Hanrahan enlisted into the Royal Irish 
Regiment's 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion at Tipperary, on 26/7/1908. At the 
time of this enlistment he was 28 years of age, and gave his trade as that of 
labourer. Hanrahan saw service during WW1 with the 2nd Battalion Royal 
Irish Regiment, seeing service in France from 26/8/1914 (also entitled 1914 
Star and Victory Medal). Hanrahan was taken prisoner of war on 20/10/1914 
(second day, Battle of Le Pilly, 19th - 20th October 1914). P.O.W. records 
confirm Hanrahan having been taken prisoner on 20/10/1914.

£90 €108.00

BS4088 PRIVATE J. GOREY, 7TH (SOUTH IRISH HORSE) BATTALION, ROYAL 
IRISH REGIMENT. British War Medal (officially impressed: 10715 PTE. J. 
GOREY. R. IR. REGT.). Attractively toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal rolls which 
confirm that John Gorey saw service during WW1 exclusively with the 7th 
Battalion Royal Irish Regiment.

The 7th (South Irish Horse) Battalion Royal Irish Regiment was formed in 
France on 1/9/1917 from the dismounted 1st and 2nd South Irish Horse. On 
26/6/1918 the battalion was reinforced by a draft of 500 men from the Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers, 250 from the Royal Munster Fusiliers and 85 from other 

£65 €78.00
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battalions of the Royal Irish Regiment

BS4087 SERGEANT H.N BARRATT, 8th BATTALION ROYAL IRISH REGIMENT. 
British War Medal (officially impressed: 3835 SJT. H.N. BARRATT. R. IR. 
REGT.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and WW1 medal roll, which 
confirm that Sergeant Henry Norman Barratt saw service during WW1 with 
the 8th Battalion Royal Irish Regiment.

£45 €54.00

BS3973 DRIVER E. RADBONE, ROYAL ARTILLERY. British War Medal 1914-20 
(officially impressed: 906244 DVR. E. RADBONE. R.A.). Almosst Extremely
Fine.

£18 €21.60

BS3957 PRIVATE A. ARMSTRONG, ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS. British 
War Medal (officially impressed: 21709 PTE. A. ARMSTRONG. R. INNIS. 
FUS.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal roll and Silver 
War Badge roll.

Arthur Armstrong saw service exclusively during WW1 with the 2nd Battalion
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. He enlisted on 23/4/1917 and was discharged on 
3/6/1919 as a result of wounds. The Regimental Journal, The Sprig, for 
October 1918, records Armstrong as having been taken prisoner of war.

Recipient also entitled Victory Medal and Silver Wound badge, but not to 
either of the Stars.

£65 €78.00

BS3949X THE BRITISH WAR MEDAL AWARDED TO COLONEL J.W. YARDLEY, 
C.M.G., D.S.O., 6TH INNISKILLING DRAGOONS, AUTHOR OF THE 
HISTORY OF THE SERVICES OF THE INNISKILLING DRAGOONS 
DURING THE BOER WAR "WITH THE INNISKILLING DRAGOONS 
DURING THE BOER WAR 1899-1902" (LONDON 1904). British War Medal
(officially impressed: COL. J.W. YARDLEY.). Attractive old dark tone, 
Extremely Fine, virtually as struck, and with a length of original silk ribbon.

Medal accompanied by extracts from census returns for 1851, 1871 and 1911, 
copied extracts from QSA Medal roll and published Boer War casualty roll, 
copied WW1 Medal Index card and extracts from "Who was Who" and Sir 
O'Moore Creagh's "The Distinguished Service Order 1886-1923".

The following biographical details regarding Colonel John Watkins Yardley, 
C.M.G., D.S.O.,  6th Inniskilling Dragoons, have been extracted from census 
returns, Yardley's Medal Index card, "Who Was Who" and  "The Distinguished
Service Order" by  O'Moore Creagh. 

Born 17/7/1858, John Watkins Yardley was the son of John Yardley (1813-
1867) of Chesterfield Lodge, Staffordshire. He was educated at Repton, Trinity
College, Cambridge, and the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. Yardley was 
commissioned Lieutenant, 6th Inniskilling Dragoons, 10/5/1882, promoted 
Captain, 26/10/1887, and retired to the Reserve of Officers on 2/8/1899. He 
was subsequently promoted Major (Reserve of Officers), 29/11/1900, 
Lieutenant-Colonel (Reserve of Officers), 18/10/1902, and Colonel (Reserve 
of Officers), 29/7/1916. 

Yardley first saw active service during the Bechuanaland Expedition, 1884-85 
(no medals awarded), and in Zululand, 1888 (no medals awarded), and was 
A.D.C. to the Governor of Natal, 1887-90. When the Boer War broke out the 
then Captain Yardley was recalled to active service from the Reserve of 
Officers. When the Inniskilling Dragoons went to South Africa, Captain 
Yardley rejoined his regiment from a shooting expedition in India and 

£585 €702.00
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commanded A Squadron from 13/4/1900 to 16/10/1900, when he was 
wounded. 

Yardley took part in a number of important raids behind the enemy lines and 
fighting patrols, during the Boer War.

On the night of 11th May 1900 Captain Yardley commanded the mounted 
escort for Major Hunter Weston's raid behind the Boer lines to blow up the 
railway line north of Kroonstadt. The scout for the raid was the American 
frontiersman and Indian fighter Major Frederick Russell Burnham, one of the 
most remarkable characters to emerge from the Boer War. 

Burnham was born to a missionary family on a Lakota Sioux indian 
reservation in Minnesota, near the small pioneer town of Tivoli, on 11/5/1861. 
He had is first experience of warfare at an early age, while still a baby. During 
the Dakota war of 1862, Chief Little Crow and a band of Sioux warriors 
attacked the nearby town of New Ulm, Minnesota. When the attack took place,
Burnham's father was away from home, buying ammunition. When Burnham's 
mother saw a group of Sioux warriors approaching her cabin in war paint she 
realised she could not escape carrying her baby, so she hid the one year old 
Frederick in a basket of corn husks in a corn field and fled for her life. Once 
the attackers had been repulsed, she found the family home burnt to the 
ground, but the baby Frederick safe, asleep in the basket of corn husks. Life as 
missionaries on an indian reservation on the frontier was difficult enough 
without indian raids. As a result, the Burnham family  eventually moved to Los
Angeles, California, in search of an easier life. In 1872, however, Burnham’s 
father died, leaving his family destitute. When Burnham’s mother and 3 year 
old brother moved to Iowa, the 12 year old Frederick stayed on in California, 
to make his own way in life, working for the next few years as a mounted 
messenger for the Western Union Telegraph Company in California and the 
Arizona Territory. As a young boy growing up on the reservation, Burnham 
had learned the ways of the American indians. An education in field-craft that 
stood him in good stead when he saw active service for the first time at the age
of 14  as an indian tracker for the US Army during the expedition mounted to 
capture the Apache chief Geronimo during the Apache Wars. Later, in 1882, in 
Globe, Arizona, Burnham was briefly drawn into the Pleasant Valley War of 
1882-92, a feud between families of ranchers and shepherders, becoming a 
hired gun. On realising that he had chosen the under-dogs (and eventual losing 
side), and in an increasingly precarious position, the 21 year old Burnham fled 
the conflict and made his way to the notorious frontier town of Tombstone, 
Arizona, which only a couple of months earlier had been the scene of the 
gunfight at the O.K. Corral. In Tombstone, Burnham became involved with a 
party of smugglers based in Sonora, Mexico. Later, in Arizona, he was for a 
time Deputy Sheriff of Pinal County. By the early 1890’s it was becoming 
clear that the opportunity to explore uncharted territories in America was 
coming to a close (in 1890 the US Census Bureau had formally closed the 
American frontier, ending the system of selling land cheaply on the western 
frontier to pioneers). Still hungry for adventure and new challenges, Burnham 
at this point turned his attention to Africa, travelled with his wife and son to 
the newly founded state of Rhodesia, and signed up as a scout for Cecil 
Rhodes’ British South Africa Company. In Rhodesia he took part in the 
Matabele wars of 1893 and 1896, being one of the few survivors of the 
Shangani River Patrol of 1893. During the 1896 Matabele War Burnham 
personally accounted for the Matabele witch-doctor Mlimo, whose death 
effectively brought the 1896 war to an end. The following description of the 
11th May 1900 raid for which Burnham was the scout and Yardley 
commanded the escort, one of the most highly decorated raids of the Boer War,
is taken from Lieutenant-Colonel Yardley's own history "With the Inniskillling 
Dragoons". 

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

"When the Cavalry Division under General French arrived at the farm of 
Boshof, on the night of May 11, Major Major Hunter Weston, commanding the
Royal Engineers with the Division, volunteered to attempt a raid on the 
railway communication north of Kroonstad, similar to the excursion which he 
carried out so successfully on the night previous to the occupation of 
Bloemfontein. General French gave his sanction. Volunteers were called for, 
and again it had to be a matter of selection. Taking Mr. Burnham, the American
scout, and Lieut. Charles, R.E., Major Weston chose the following eight 
sappers: Corporals C. Hyde and F. Kirby; Sappers J. Austin, C. Collins, T. 
Costin, J. Crisp, B. Fearnley, and T. Pearce. As it was anticipated that it might 
be necessary to employ force to pass the demolition party through the outer 
picquet line, Captain Yardley, Inniskilling Dragoons, and Lieut. Harrison, 
Scots Greys, accompanied the expedition with a squadron of 50 men and 60 
horses picked from the 1st Cavalry Brigade. Crossing the Bospoortspruit, the 
little column of desperate men moved north, parallel with the Valsch River. 
Major Weston led the column, steering by the stars, and Burnham brought his 
extraordinary faculties of sight and ear into use to prevent the party from 
running into any outlying patrol or picquet. About a mile north of the 
Modderspruit Burnham discovered a patrol of three men moving across the 
front. As it was impossible for the column to avoid detection, Major Weston 
determined to capture the group. The cavalry divided and charged in upon both
flanks. It was a wonderful scene: the thud of the galloping horses in the deep 
silence of night, the sabres flashing bare in the strong moonlight, the intense 
excitement of the moment. The mounted men proved to be Kaffirs, and formed
a patrol which had been sent out by a Boer picquet lying about a mile to the 
east. At this point Major Weston considered that the outlying cordon was 
pierced. So he left Captain Yardley with the cavalry, in observation of a strong 
Boer picquet on the right, with orders to return to camp as soon as the raiding 
party was clear. Then the little group, now eleven strong, with two led horses, 
moved north-east to a point in the Fairfield property. Here, at the juncture of a 
wire fence, a mounted picquet of the enemy was descried. Burnham made out 
others all along the fence. This is the custom of the Boers when throwing out 
night outposts. Vedettes are stationed all along wire fences, with their heads 
against the posts. As soon as a wire is touched or cut, some one of the vedettes 
is immediately aware of the fact. Major Weston tried to avoid the patrol, but 
when the party returned to the fence they found that it had moved parallel with
them and had collected the vedettes along the line. Burnham dismounted and 
reconnoitred the group. He found that it was, as had been thought, in 
observation of the party, and that four dismounted men had been detached to 
lie in ambush under a small nek which lay in the line of advance. To shake off 
this following the party dived into the deep and wooded Dornspruit, and when 
they reached the dam found that they were clear. They then crossed the 
Damfontein Hills, from which position they could see the Boer camp-fires, 
extending in an almost unbroken line from Kroonstad to Honing Spruit. The 
retreating force seemed to be encamped all along the railway line. So, slipping 
past two mounted patrols, the party turned in to hit it off. Burnham again went 
forward and found a spruit in which it would have been possible to have 
hidden the horses. But, just as the party arrived at the edge of the depression, a 
Boer camp-fire flared up in their faces from within the cutting. Time was now 
getting short. There was only half an hour of moonlight and an hour of 
darkness left before dawn. Retiring west from the spruit and passing round a 
farm full of Boers—even moving through their hobbled horses—the gallant 
little band made another attempt to reach the railway. As had been hoped, the 
railway fence was here. But just as the party struck it the head of a large 
commando of mounted Boers turned up over a fold in the veldt. Thanks to 
Burnham, the Boers were seen before they made the English out. Major 
Weston at once moved his party twenty paces into the veldt, and in a whisper 
ordered the men to lie flat upon their horses' necks. As the commando passed 
the leading file challenged. For a moment it seemed that it would be necessary 
to give the preconcerted signal that the little party might break up and as 
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individuals make a bid for safety. But as no response was given the Boers 
apparently mistook the group for a bunch of loose horses and passed on. It was
a moment of extreme suspense, a moment when you hear each beat of your 
heart. But the crowd of burghers pressed on and, laughing and joking, passed 
into the shadow. The horses were then led further away from the line. Again 
the party stumbled upon another wire fence running parallel to the line. As 
Lieut. Charles was cutting this, three Boers suddenly sprang up out of the 
grass. Hunter Weston and Burnham each immediately “covered” a man, and 
Lieut. Charles with great promptitude seized the carbine of the third. They 
proved to be three scouts of the Afrikander Horse. They were left with Lieut. 
Charles and the sappers beyond the wire fence. Major Weston and Burnham 
then went forward alone and on foot to attempt the demolition. Almost at once 
they met a picquet in search of the prisoners. Avoiding these by lying flat on 
the ground, they waited until they heard the men move on before again going 
forward. The Boers disappeared, accusing the patrol of deserting its post. 
Boers were all round, but the two desperate men crawled on to the road. Here 
they lay in the grass and waited while another long commando passed. Then 
came some wagons, and under the dust and noise both crossed the road in 
safety. Moving thus in the intervals between wagons and troops, they were 
able to crawl to the top of the embankment and worm themselves flat against 
the ballast of the permanent way. The charges were fixed and the fuses lighted 
under Burnham's broad-brimmed hat while the enemy were passing within ten 
yards of the spot. They waited until Burnham's practised ear told him that there
was an interval in the wagon-train, and then they hazarded the journey back 
towards the horses. Then came the explosion. It was followed by a babel of 
noise from waking men, scared cattle, and a rush “to horse.” Under cover of 
this tumult Major Weston and Burnham reached the horses, and, mounting the 
prisoners on the led horses, the whole party moved off north-west. They were 
soon clear of the surrounding Boers, and they trotted steadily on for three 
miles till they were out of all possible contact with the disturbed convoy round 
the railway. At sunrise they were clear. But the increasing light suddenly 
disclosed a picquet of twenty Boers directly across their path. Fortunately they 
were dismounted and engaged in catching their horses. One man only 
remained by the fire. The party galloped down upon this man. He surrendered 
at once; the stock of his rifle was immediately broken, also those of six others 
lying by him. There was no time to wait, and the party pressed on to get clear 
of the rest of the Boers before they could collect their scattered horses and 
rifles. At first the burghers seemed dumfounded. But they then collected and 
opened fire, slightly wounding Sapper Collins in the hand. Seeing that it would
be necessary to check this Boer picquet now left with twelve rifles, Major 
Weston ordered everyone to gallop on, and himself remained behind to cover 
the retreat with rifle fire. Providence aided him, for his first shot emptied a 
saddle. The whole pursuit was checked, and the Major was able to rejoin his 
party unmolested. An hour later the gallant little cortege with its three 
prisoners was clear of danger. They returned quietly to camp, having 
accomplished an expedition which, in its sequence of miraculous escapes, 
reads more like a fairy tale than a stern episode in war, and which presents one 
of the most stirring, gallant, and self-sacrificing side-histories of this war." 

All of the officers and men who took part in the raid on the railway line north 
of Rustenburg were decorated for gallantry, Corporal Kirby was awarded the 
Victoria Cross, Major Hunter Weston, the Scout Burnham and Lieutenant 
Charles, Royal Engineers, were decorated with the Distinguished Service 
Order (Burnham’s DSO was the highest award for gallantry awarded to an 
American citizen during the Boer War), and Corporal Hyde and the six other 
sappers all received the Distinguished Conduct Medal. No members of 
Yardley’s escort were decorated, their contribution to the raid perhaps 
overshadowed by the actions of the raiders themselves. 

Later, on 19th May 1900 Captain Yardley took A Squadron with orders to 
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reconnoitre the railway to Honing Spruit and report on its condition. This he 
accomplished after a good deal of fighting. 

On 22/5/1900 Yardley provided an escort for a second raid behind enemy lines 
by Major Hunter Weston on the Boer railway system. The following account 
of that raid is also taken from Yardley’s “With the Inniskilling Dragoons”. 

“May 22. This evening, with fifty Inniskillings and fifty Scots Greys, under 
Major Scobell, I formed an escort to Major Hunter Weston to destroy the 
railway in the neighbourhood of Grootvlei or Wolverhoek Station, so as to 
prevent the enemy, if possible, from getting two 6-inch guns away. We took 
forty led horses, and rode twenty-five miles in three hours without drawing 
rein or meeting opposition; our plan being, had we done so, to charge through 
it. We saw a Cape cart in the distance, galloping away from a large farm-
house, but too far to pursue. We found the line already destroyed by the enemy,
several commandos being bivouacked near it. Avoiding them, we rode all 
night, raiding Olivier's farm for some bread. It was about midnight and very 
dark when we silently surrounded the house. There was a difficulty in finding 
any entrance, and our feelings must have been akin to those of burglars. The 
barking of dogs was the only sign of life. Our time was precious, and Major 
Scobell tried with me to effect an entrance at doors and windows, expecting at 
any moment we might be fighting hand to hand. At last, after nearly breaking 
down a door, a Kaffir boy appeared, and, rushing in, we demanded the 
inhabitants. A female voice only was heard from an inner room, and presently, 
half-dressed, Madam Olivier appeared. She seemed more alarmed for our own 
safety than anything; assured us that she had not seen her husband for over a 
year; that the Boers had been there in force in the afternoon, eaten everything, 
were close by, and would assuredly kill us; and, oh ! we must be careful. On 
our demand she produced a few loaves of bread and some eggs—luxuries we 
did not often see, and for which we duly paid. Then we made a rapid search. 
The good lady denied the existence of any arms, and, in deference to her 
feelings and the probability of our troops being there next day, we did not burst
open some cupboards of which, she said, her husband had taken away the 
keys. According to later lessons, perhaps we were wrong; but our object was 
only to get food for the men and accomplish our special mission, so we 
hurriedly left and went on through the night. It was very dark, and, beyond a 
general direction, we got quite lost, a native we were trusting to as a guide 
being quite out of his reckoning. Once we got into a very bad piece of ground, 
with mealie fields and wire all round us; the sound of animals moving in the 
dry mealies made us suspicious that we were in close proximity to a Boer force
or picquet. Silently we dismounted. I crawled off with Major Scobell to 
reconnoitre. We first got into a small hovel, where we dared to strike a match 
in order to consult our compasses; and, having done so, we decided our 
bearing was right. Then he went off to satisfy himself about the moving horses,
and returned still very suspicious. Meantime our native boy guide, a servant of 
Lieut. Paterson, had found a kraal, and brought another native from it, whom 
we impressed to our aid. It was difficult to get our small force silently started, 
as many, being dog-tired, were sound asleep, with reins over their arms. How 
is it the British soldier can sleep on such emergencies? One man I could not 
shake to life; so, kicking him with all my might, I placed a revolver at his head
and growled ‘Hands up !' This successfully brought him to life, and once more 
we got on our weary march. At 2.30 A.M. we struck Du Plessis's farm. Having 
fixed outposts with Major Scobell, we repaired to the farm, where the Du 
Plessis made themselves most obliging, procuring anything we wanted. Du 
Plessis was one of the good old Dutch who had fought against us for seven 
months, being a field-cornet outside Ladysmith. He complained that his sons 
were still away on commando, but was, I think, himself sincere in his 
protestations of belief in our cause. After our fifty-mile ride, those not on 
outpost were glad to throw themselves down for one or two hours' welcome 
slumber. May 23. At 6 A.M. General French arrived with the division, which 
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we rejoined.”

On 27/5/1900, during the advance on Johannesburg, Yardley's A Squadron of 
the Inniskilling Dragoons and B Squadron commanded by Major Dauncey 
captured a strategic hill-top position during the fighting to take Elandsfontein, 
the then Major (later Lord) Allenby and Captain Yardley narrowly escaping 
being killed during the capture of the hill-top by British artillery fire. 

Captain Yardley was wounded in action near Bethel on 16/10/1900. 
Subsequently invalided, Captain Yardley used the time spent recovering from 
his wounds to write his history of the Inniskilling Dragoosn in the Boer War,  
"With the Inniskilling Dragoons in South Africa", a book  which Major F.R. 
Burnham, the American Scout, referred to when giving details of his own 
career for Sir O'Moore Creagh's "The Distinguished Service Order 1886-
1923". 

Lieutenant Colonel Yardley saw service in France during WW1 as Deputy 
Director Remounts with the Cavalry Corps, 4th and 5th Armies, entering that 
theater of operations on 4/10/1914. Yardley was mentioned in despatches, 
1/1/1916, 15/6/1916, 11/12/1917, 20/5/1918 and 5/7/1919.  His DSO was 
announced in the London Gazette of 3/6/1916, page 62, (King's Birthday 
Honours List)  "For distinguished service in the field" and his C.M.G. was 
announced in the London Gazette of 3/6/1918, page 6452 (King’s Birthday 
Honours List), "For services rendered in connection with military operations in
France and Flanders". In the post-war years Yardley was District Remount 
Officer, Gloucestershire. A member of the National Hunt Committee, he was 
also Sporting Editor of the Cavalry Journal, a well-known cross-country and 
steeplechase rider, tennis and polo player, rider to hounds, big game hunter, 
fisherman and Regimental Historian. Colonel Yardley died on 28/11/1920.

In addition to the CMG, DSO and BWM, Colonel Yardley was also entitled to 
the Queen's South Africa Medal with clasps Cape Colony, Orange Free State, 
Johannesburg, Diamond Hill and Belfast, the 1914 Star and bar and Victory 
Medal with mentioned in despatches emblem.

Captain Yardley is recorded in the 1911 census as a 53 year old retired 
Lieutenant-Colonel living at "Beaufort", Marle Hill, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, with his 45 year old unmarried sister.

The former Yardley family home, Chesterfield Lodge, on Raikes Lane, 
Chesterfield, Staffordshire, is still in use as a private dwelling.

There is only one WW1 Medal Index card for an officer with the surname 
Yardley and initial “J” or “J.W.”, the John Watkins Yardley who was the 
recipient of this British War Medal.

There is an extensive online Wikipedia biography of Major Burnham which, 
including footnotes, runs to some 30 pages.

The raid that the then Major Hunter-Weston led on the railway line north of 
Kroonstad on the night of 11/5/1900 was one of a number of raids behind 
enemy lines that he commanded during the Boer War. In addition, on 
13/3/1900, a party of men under Hunter-Weston blew up a bridge on the 
railway line north-east of Rustfontein, thereby preventing the Boers 
reinforcing their defensive position at Bloemfontein by rail, and also 
preventing the Boers from evacuating trains and railway rolling stock from 
Bloemfontein northwards, in advance of British forces. The blowing of the 
railway bridge  rendered the Boer position at Bloemfontein untenable, with the
result that their forces surrendered the after the bridge was  blown. Once 
Bloemfontein fell it presented a much needed prize of trains and rolling stock, 
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the British Army capturing 25 locomotives and 108 trucks, 50 of  which were 
loaded with coal. These trains and rolling stock were to prove of fundamental 
importance during the advance on the Transvaal capital of Pretoria, since, 
when the Boers had earlier blown the railway lines over the Tugela River it 
had left the British Army without any railway transport during the advance 
north, supplies instead having to be transported by ox cart. On 2/6/1900 Hunter
Weston also led a raid designed to prevent the Boers evacuating the 4,000 
British prisoners of war from the prison camp at Waterval Onder, near Pretoria,
eastwards along the railway line towards Delagoa Bay in Portuguese East 
Africa. This raid was undertaken on the basis of the opinion of the British 
Army’s medical experts, that the removal of the prisoners from Waterval 
Onder to the disease-ridden low country east of Pretoria would have led to the 
death of approximately fifty percent of the prisoners.

The early promise and gallantry displayed by Major (later Lieutenant-General 
Sir, KCB, DSO, G.St.J.) Aylmer Hunter Weston (1864-1940) and attendant 
promise of more to come militarily was to prove illusory. During WW1, in 
both Gallipoli and France and a Lieutenant-General and Divisional 
Commander, Hunter Weston failed abysmally. Universally criticised, he has 
since been described variously as "one of the most brutal and incompetent 
commanders of the First World War" (Robin Prior, "Gallipoli, The End of the 
Myth") and as "one of the Great War's spectacular incompetents" (Les 
Carlyon's "The Great War"), leading to him to be since labelled as one of the 
WW1 "donkey" generals.

BS3946 PRIVATE T. WILKINSON, ARMY SERVICE CORPS. British War Medal, 
officially impressed (M2-101472 Private, Army Service Corps). Original silk 
ribbon, attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index Card, which confirms Wilkinson 
also entitled Victory Medal (not entitled to either of the Stars).

M2 prefix to service number indicates service as an electrician. 

£22 €26.40

BS3945 CORPORAL D. MEESE, 8TH BATTALION YORK & LANCASTER 
REGIMENT. British War Medal, officially impressed (14251 Corporal, York 
& Lancaster Regiment). Original silk ribbon, attractively toned, Good Very 
Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied 1911 census extract, Medal Index Card, Silver 
War Badge Roll and 6 pages of copied WW1 service papers.

Denis Meese is recorded in the 1911 census as a 16 year old colliery worker 
employed as an underground pony driver. He was the son of ElI Meese, a 
coalminer. In 1911 the family lived at 5 Wragby Row, Wath Road, Mexboro, 
near Rotherham, Yorkshire. Denis Meese enlisted into the York and Lancaster 
Regiment at Mexboro on 2/9/1914 (the 8th Battalion York and Lancaster 
Regiment was raised at Pontefract in September 1914) . At the time of 
enlistment he was 20 years of age and gave his trade as that of miner. Meese 
was promoted Lance Corporal, 13/11/1914, Corporal, 10/3/1915, Lance 
Sergeant, 9/6/1915 and Sergeant, 7/12/1915. Medal Index Card states Meese 
first saw active service in France, entering that theater of operations on 
27/8/1915 (the 8th York & Lancasters landed at Boulogne as a unit on 
27/8/1915). Meese was wounded in action, on 28/9/1915 at Armentieres, 
severe gunshot wound to right thigh, and was subsequently discharged "no 
longer physically fit for war service", on 16/5/1916.

£35 €42.00

bs3855 PRIVATE J.C. SCOTT, HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT. British War Medal (24205
Private, Hampshire Regiment). Extremely Fine and attractively toned.

£27 €32.40
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With MIC confirming Scott first saw service with the Hampshire Regiment and
subsequently as 138626 Private, RAMC (also entitled Victory Medal).

BS3673 L. TANTI, 2ND MALTESE LABOUR CORPS. British War Medal 1914-20, 
bronze issue (6314 L. TANTI. MALTESE L.C.). Original silk ribbon, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

With photocopied Medal Index Card which confirms service with the 2nd 
Maltese Labour Corps, and that Tanti was only entitled to the BWM.

£175 €210.00

BS3611 PRIVATE T. GRIMES, 19TH BATTALION MANCHESTER REGIMENT. 
British War Medal, officially impressed (400986 Private, Manchester 
Regiment). With original silk ribbon, attractively toned,  Extremely Fine.

With copy Medal Index card, which confirms service with the 19th Battalion 
(also entitled Victory Medal, but not either of the Stars).

The 19th Battalion Manchester Regiment (4th City) took part in the opening 
attack during the battle of the Somme on 1st July 1916.

£30 €36.00

BS3547 PRIVATE H. BARRETT, MACHINE GUN CORPS. British War Medal 
(27077 Private, Machine Gun Corps). Original silk ribbon, Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by photocopied Medal Index Card which confirms that 
Hedley Barrett enlisted 8/12/1915, saw service exclusively with the Machine 
Gun Corps and was discharged as a result of "sickness" on 8/2/1917.

£30 €36.00

BS3501 PRIVATE R. LIVINGSTONE, 6TH OR 7TH BATTALION, ROYAL DUBLIN
FUSILIERS. British War Medal (22043 Private, Royal Dublin Fusiliers). Edge
bruise to obverse rim at 9 o'clock and a couple of small edge nicks, otherwise 
Almost Extremely Fine, with a length of original silk ribbon.

With photocopied Medal Index Card, which confirms that Robert Livingstone 
saw service exclusively with the Royal Dublin Fusiliers in WW1, first saw 
active service in the Balkans, entering that theatre of operations on 7/8/1915 
(the 6th and 7th Battalions Royal Dublin Fusiliers, both serving in 30th 
Brigade, 10th Irish Division, landed at Suvla Bay on 7/8/1915). 

Medal Index Card bears handstamp date "3 Sep 1979", which is presumably 
the date of Private Livingstone's death.

£135 €162.00

BS3434 PRIVATE W.J. CORBETT, 16TH BATTALION AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL 
FORCES. British War Medal (4 Private, 16th Battalion A.I.F.). Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by a bronze Anzac commemorative lapel badge, depicting
the figure of Kirkpatrick, assisting a wounded soldier on the back of his 
donkey, date 1915 in field, QEII crown above, 34mm x 23mm (vertical) 
approx., reverse engraved "W.J. CORBETT".

Note low service number.

Medal accompanied by 22 pages of photocopied documents and 
correspondence from Private Corbett's Service Papers file, including 
photocopy of manuscript letter from Corbett applying for the bronze lapel 
badge that accompanies the British War Medal offered here. Walter James 
Corbett was born in the parish of Binsham, Gateshead on Tyne, Co. Durham. 
As Private Corbett's service number indicates, he was one of the first recruits 
to the 16th Battalion AIF, enlisting on 10th September 1914 (the 16th 
Australian Imperial  Force was raised in south and west Australia). At the time 
of enlistment Corbett was 23 years and 11 months old and gave his trade as 

£245 €294.00
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that of bushman. He was subsequently posted to "E" Company of the 16th 
Battalion AIF, embarking for active service on 22/12/1914. With the 16th 
Battalion he took part in the St George's Day, 25/4/1915, landings at Anzac 
Cove. At Anzac the 16th Battalion AIF formed part of 4th Australian Brigade, 
New Zealand and Australian Division. By May 1915 the 4th Australian 
Brigade were manning Quinn's Post, the most forward of the Anzac positions. 
Private Corbett was subsequently wounded in action, 2/5/1915, gunshot wound
to left thigh, during the attack on Baby 700. He was evacuated to Alexandria 
the next day, and admitted to hospital there on 7/5/1915. Discharged from 
hospital on 1/7/1915, Corbett embarked from Alexandria for Gallipoli on 
3/7/1915, rejoining his unit on 10/7/1915. By 19/8/1915 he was hospitalised in 
a field hospital in Gallipoli, and remained there for almost a month, until he 
was evacuated to England on 18/9/1915, suffering from dysentery. Corbett was
admitted to the Military Hospital at Tooting, London, 27/9/1915, and after 
recovering sailed to rejoin his unit, disembarking at Alexandria on 5/3/1916, 
and rejoining his unit at Tel-el-Kebir on 9/3/1916. Corbett subsequently 
embarked at Alexandria for France on 1/6/1916, disembarking at Marseilles on
9/6/1916. In France, the 16th AIF saw service with the 4th Australian Brigade, 
4th Australian Division. Corbett was wounded in action for a second time on 
30/8/1916, during the battle of Pozieres, 23/7 - 3/9/1916. He was evacuated to 
England on 3/9/1916, and admitted to the County of London War Hospital, 
Epsom, Surrey, where his left arm was amputated. Corbett left England and 
was repatriated to Australia on 4/5/1917, and whilst at sea was discharged to 
his regimental depot on 5/4/1917. He disembarked at Freemantle on 25/6/1917
and was discharged from the AIF at Perth on 29/10/1917, medically unfit as a 
result of disability, amputation of left arm. Despite his disability, Corbett 
subsequently re-enlisted on 12/1/1918 for home service, but was discharged at 
his own request on 9/5/1918. His second set of enlistment papers indicate that 
the loss of his left arm put an end to his career as a bushman, Corbett now 
giving his trade as that of carpenter, and his home address as 128 Cantonment 
Street, Freemantle, Western Australia. 

Corbett could only be described as the classic Anzac. A bushman whose 
patriotism and loyalty was undoubtedly without question. One of the first men 
through the door to volunteer with the 16th Battalion AIF, despite being 
severely wounded at Gallipoli, he returned to active service only to be 
seriously wounded for a second time and disabled. Although repatriated to 
Australia and deemed unfit for further active service, he volunteered for a 
second time, for home service in support of the war effort. Interestingly, he 
also had much in common with the legendary John Simpson Kirkpatrick, both 
men having been brought up on Tyneside on the north-east coast of England, 
Kirkpatrick was a native of South Shields, close by Corbett's birthplace of 
Gateshead. Both men emigrated to Australia prior to the war, and both men 
worked rough in Australia, Corbett as a bushman, and Kirkpatrick as a 
labourer on farms, in coalmines and as a ship's stoker, and both men were 
among the first wave of volunteers.

Given that both Corbett and Kirkpatrick were from the same are of the north of
England and were both operating in the same area of the Gallipoli peninsula, 
they may well have been aware of each other's presence. Certainly, Corbett 
must have heard of Kirkpatrick and his rescue missions. Who knows, perhaps 
Corbett himself was rescued by Kirkpatrick. Shrapnel Gulley, where 
Kirkpatrick plied his trade, was the main route up to both Quin's Post and the 
trenches used as the jumping-off point for the attack on Baby 700. Given that 
Corbett was wounded in the left thigh in the attack of 2nd May on Baby 700, 
and presumably was unable to walk, perhaps he was among the hundreds of 
men with leg wounds that Kirkpatrick ferried to safety on his donkey. The man
with the donkey, James Simpson Kirkpatrick, was himself killed in action just 
two weeks after Corbett was evacuated wounded from the front line, on 
18/5/1915. At the time of his death Kirkpatrick was making his usual morning 
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run up Shrapnel Gulley with his donkey, searching for another wounded 
soldier to evacuate to safety from the front line.

Service papers give Private Corbett's next of kin as his father, Walter Corbett, 5
Oswald Terrace, Gateshead-on-Tyne, Co. Durham, England.

BS2689 PRIVATE M. HICKEY, 1ST BATTALION IRISH GUARDS. British War 
Medal (3157 Private, Irish Guards). Few minor edge nicks, otherwise Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by Medal Index Card and Silver War Badge Roll details. 
Mark Hickey oroiginally enlisted on 23rd October 1908 and first saw service 
in France and Flanders with the Irish Guards, entering that theatre of 
operations on 2nd December 1914 (the 1st Battalion Irish Guards had already 
landed in France as a unit on 13th August 1914). Private was discharged as a 
result of having been wounded, on 3rd April 1915 (also entitled 1914 Star, 
Victory Medal and Silver War Badge).

£60 €72.00

BG4004 SAPPER R.E. PARRY, ROYAL ENGINEERS. British War Medal (officially 
impressed: 211582 SPR. R.E. PARRY. R.E.). Few minor contact marks and 
edge nicks, otherwise attractively toned, Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, 4 pages copied service papers and
Medal Index card.

Rowland Edward Parry (1886-1951) was born in Llandudno, Carnarvonshire. 
He enlisted into the Royal Engineers on 30/8/1916. At the time enlistment he 
was 30 years of age and gave his trade as G.P.O. telegraphist, and was 
discharged in 1919 following the cessation of hostilities. Medal Index card 
confirms also entitled Victory Medal but not to either of the stars.

£20 €24.00

bs3685 LIEUTENANT D.C. TOWNLEY, ROYAL FLYING CORPS AND ROYAL 
AIR FORCE (FORMERLY GUNNER, MOTOR MACHINE-GUN CORPS). 
British War Medal (Lieutenant, Royal Air Force). Extremely Fine and virtually
as struck.

With photocopied Medal Index Card and 4 pages RFC and RAF service 
papers.

After service with the Motor Machine-Gun Corps, Duncan Campbell Townley 
was commissioned in to the Royal Flying Corps, being appointed 2nd 
Lieutenant, 26/7/1917. He was promoted Lieutenant on the same day that the 
Royal Air Force came into being, 1/4/1918. After completing his flying 
training Townley was posted for service with the No. 2 Aircraft Supply Depot 
on 18/11/1917. Still serving with the 2nd Aircraft Supply Depot, Townley was 
posted missing on 31/7/1918. He was subsequently confirmed to be a prisoner 
of war at Karlsruhe, Germany. Townley was repatriated on 13/12/1918 and 
transferred to the Unemployed List on 27/4/1919.

Medal also accompanied by photocopy of relevant extract from "The Sky 
Their Battlefield". Townley was captured whilst in the process of ferrying a 
DH9 from the 2nd Aircraft Supply Depot to IX Brigade Area. It would appear 
that Townley came down on the German side of the front line, where both he 
and his aircraft were captured. The DH9, a WW1 bomber, was a notoriously 
unreliable airplane. Weak, it offered poor performance, which may have been 
the reason Townley’s plane came down on the wrong side of the lines.

The Motor Machine-Gun Corps was established by Army Order 480 of 
12/11/1914, which approved the addition to each Division of a Motor 
Machine-Gun Battery. Each battery comprised 18 motorcycle/sidecar 

£180 €216.00
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combinations that carried six Vickers machine-guns, along with ammunition 
and spare parts. When the Machine-Gun Corps was established in October 
1915 the Motor Machine-Gun Corps was incorporated into it. From late 1916 
many men from the Motor Machine-Gun Corps transferred to the Heavy 
Section, Machine-Gun Corps, this latter unit later to be known as the Tank 
Corps.

Medal Index Card gives home address as 97 Wake Green Road, Mosley 
(which I assume is the Mosley in Liverpool).

BS3610 AIR MECHANIC THIRD CLASS W. BARRON, ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
British War Medal, officially impressed (161334 Air Mechanic 3rd Class, 
Royal Air Force). Original silk ribbon, attractively toned, Almost Extremely 
Fine.

£40 €48.00

BS3289 PRIVATE 1ST CLASS C.M. YEOMAN, ROYAL AIR FORCE. British War 
Medal (214707 Private 1st Class, Royal Air Force). Few very minor edge 
nicks, otherwise Almost Extremely Fine.

£40 €48.00

BS3288 LIEUTENANT L.J. FROST, ROYAL NAVAL AIR SERVICE AND ROYAL 
AIR FORCE. British War Medal (Lieutenant, Royal Air Force). Extremely 
Fine.

With 4 pages of photocopied service papers. Leonard James Frost, born 
28/6/1881, was commissioned into the Royal Naval Air Service in 1917. At the
time he was commissioned, Frost was employed in the National Provincial 
Bank of England, 185 Aldersgate St, London EC1, and had been employed 
continuously by that company from 1899 to 1917. The company appears to 
have released him for wartime service, Frost's service papers noting that, after 
having been commissioned, he was "still on books" of the bank. Frost 
transferred to the Royal Air Force when it was founded in 1918 and was 
eventually transferred to the unemployed list on 29/1/1919.

Frost saw service during WW1 a Kite Baloon Officer (Pilot and Observer) 
from 1/4/1918 and saw service at the North Queensferry Kite Baloon Station, 
and was attached HMS Fearless for a period "to learn naval routine".

£90 €108.00

BS3287 FIRST CLASS AIR MECHANIC G.H. GASTALL, ROYAL FLYING 
CORPS. British War Medal (24822 First Class Air Mechanic, Royal Flying 
Corps). Small edge nicks, otherwise Extremely Fine.

£40 €48.00

BS3248 A. KING, MERCANTILE MARINE. British War Medal (officially impressed:
A. KING). Good Very Fine.

There are numerous men by the name of  "A. King" recorded as having served 
with the Merchant Marine during WW1 and being entitled to both the British 
War Medal and the Mercantile Marine Medal.

£30 €36.00

BS3459 CAPTAIN FREDERICK HELMRICH, MERCANTILE MARINE, 
MENTIONED IN DISPATCHES FOLLOWING THE SINKING OF HIS 
SHIP, "LUIS", WHICH WAS TORPEDOED BY THE GERMAN 
SUBMARINE UC71 ON 12TH APRIL 1918. Mercantile Marine War Medal 
(officially impressed: FREDERICK HELMRICH). Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Mercantile Marine Medal Index card 
confirming medal and that Helmrich was also entitled to the British War 
Medal, along with copied research.

Helmrich was mentioned in dispatches, London Gazette, 7/8/1918, following 
the sinking of the 4,284 ton "Luis" in the English Channel on 12/4/1918. When
she was sunk, the Luis had almost finished a transatlantic voyage from Halifax,
Nova Scotia, with a mixed cargo of flour, oats, timber and 18 pound artillery 

£280 €336.00
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shells (destined for France and Flanders), four members of the crew being lost 
when the Luis was sunk. Although the Luis was in convoy when she was sunk,
the UC71 (Oberleutnant Marcheza) made her attack whilst on the surface. The 
wreck of the Luis was rediscovered and salvage teams recovered tons of 
artillery shells from her. Captain Helmrich remained at sea until 1929 and died 
on 16/5/1930.

UC71 took part in a total of 19 offensive patrols and was credited with sinking 
a total of 61 ships, either by torpedo or mines laid. She sank on 20/2/1919 in 
the North Sea whilst on her way to Scotland to surrender.

BS4159 JOSEPH TALBOT, MERCHANT MARINE. Mercantile Marine War Medal 
1919 (officially impressed: JO(SEPH) TA(LB)OT). Naming details partially 
obscured by edge abrasions (as indicated), otherwise Extremely Fine.

Joseph Talbot is a unique name on the Mercantile Marine Medal roll. He was 
born in Dublin in 1875.

£45 €54.00

BS4250 PETTY OFFICER (LATER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER) S.E. TINEY, ROYAL 
NAVY. Victory Medal (officially impressed: 191455 S.E. TINEY. P.O. R.N.). 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, copied service record and medal 
roll.

Sidney Ellson Tiney was born on 12/5/1881 at Thrapston, Northamptonshire. 
He enlisted into the Royal Navy as a Boy 2nd Class on 3/12/1896, re-enlisting 
in 1899 to complete 12 years and in 1910 to complete service for a pension. 
Tiny rose through the ranks, being promoted Petty Officer on 1/11/1912 and 
Chief Petty Officer on 1/11/1920, and was pensioned on 8/7/1921. During his 
career, Tiny saw service in a wide variety of ships and shore establishments. 
During WW1 he saw service aboard the battle cruiser HMS Courageous, from 
4/11/1916 to 30/1/1919. Tiney was also entitled to the 1914-15 Star and the 
British War Medal.

HMS Courageous was the lead ship of her class of battle cruisers built for the 
Royal Navy during WW1. She was completed in late 1916 and spent WW1 
patrolling in the North Sea, taking part in the Second Battle of Heligoland 
Bight in 1917 and was present when the German High Seas Fleet surrendered 
at Scapa Floe in 1918, at the end of WW1. 

Since Tiney joined Courageous in November 1916 he was presumably part of 
the first crew to see service aboard that ship after her launch.

£20 €24.00

BS4230 PRIVATE J. KNIGHT, ROYAL MARINE LIGHT INFANTRY. Victory Medal 
(officially impressed: PLY 8535 PTE. J. KNIGHT. R.M.L.I.). Extremely Fine 
and with a length of original ribbon.

Medal accompanied by copied service papers and WW1 medal roll.

John Knight was born in Eastbourne, Sussex, on 6/3/1877. He enlisted into the 
Royal Marines (Plymouth Division) at London on 12/4/1907. At the time of 
enlistment he was 20 yeas of age and gave his trade as that of butcher. Knight 
never rose above the rank of Private and was demobilised following the end of 
WW1 on 14/7/1919. During WW1, Knight saw service aboard the survey 
vessel HMS Fantome, 15/10/1914 to 3/12/1914 and the destroyer depot ship 
HMS Blake, 31/12/1914 to 31/12/1918, which saw service throughout WW1 
as the depot ship of the 11th Destroyer Flotilla of the Grand Fleet.

£18 €21.60
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Knight was also entitled to the 1914-14 Star and the British War Medal.

BS3225 ENGINE ROOM STORE KEEPER F. HANSON, MERCHANT FLEET 
AUXILIARY. Victory Medal (Engine Room Store Keeper, Merchant Fleet 
Auxiliary). Extremely Fine.

£18 €21.60

BS4283 PIONEER H. STOCKWELL, ROYAL ENGINEERS. Victory Medal 
(officially impressed: 128047 PNR. H. STOCKWELL. R.E.) Almost 
Extremely Fine, with a length of original ribbon.

Medal accompanied by WW1 medal index card and medal roll, confirming 
that Harry Stockwell initially saw service as 24355 Corporal, Royal Fusiliers 
and subsequently as 128047 Pioneer, Royal Engineers. Recipient also entitled 
British War Medal.

£15 €18.00

BS4253 PRIVATE C. LAWSON, ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS, A GALLIPOLI 
VETERAN. Victory Medal (officially impressed: 52387 PTE. C. LAWSON. 
R.A.M.C.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card, WW1 medal rolls (2) and 
pension ledger details.

Christopher Lawson, born 1896, was resident in Selly Oak, Birmingham, at the
time of enlistment into the RAMC. He first saw service in the Balkans 
(Gallipoli), entering that theatre of operations on 30/7/1915. He was 
transferred to the Class Z reserve on 28/1/1919 and was granted a disability 
pension after discharge.

M.I.C. also confirms Lawson also entitled 1914-15 Star and BWM.

£20 €24.00

BS4252 PRIVATE (LATER LANCE CORPORAL) W. DUNCAN, SEAFORTH 
HIGHLANDERS. Victory Medal (officially impressed: S-19317 PTE. W. 
DUNCAN. SEA. HIGHRS.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by WW1 Medal Index card and medal roll, which confirm
that William Duncan initially saw service with the Seaforth Highlanders and 
later with the Labour Corps, initially as a Private and later as Lance Corporal. 
Medal Index confirms recipient also entitled to British War Medal, but not the 
1914 or 1914-15 Star.

£15 €18.00

BS4251 PRIVATE P.R. HOLMAN, ROYAL FUSILIERS. Victory Medal (officially 
impressed: GS-63694 PTE. P.R. HOLMAN. R. FUS.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by biographical details, WW1 Medal Index card, medal 
roll and Commonwealth War Graves details.

Percy Richard Holman was born in Marylebone, London, and attested for the 
2nd Battalion, London Regiment at Lewisham, London. He subsequently 
transferred to the Royal Fusiliers, and saw service during WW1 exclusively 
with the 20th (Blackheath and Woolwich) Battalion Royal Fusiliers. He was 
killed in action on 29 November 1917 (capture of Bourlon Wood, Battle of 
Cambrai) whilst serving with the 20th Royal Fusiliers and is buried in Dochy 
Farm New British Cemetery, Belgium. Private Holman was also entitled to the 
British War Medal but not to the 1914-15 Star.

£30 €36.00

BS4170 PRIVATE W. LAWRENSON, 9TH (COUNTY TYRONE) BATTALION 
ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS. Victory Medal (officially impressed: 
19331 PTE. W. LAWRENSON. R. INNIS. FUS.). Good Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 9 pages of copied service papers, Medal Index card 
and WW1 medal rolls. William Lawrenson was born in Liverpool and enlisted 
into the 9th Inniskillings at Randalstown on 5/1/1915. At the time of 

£55 €66.00
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enlistment he was 36 years old and gave his trade as that of plumber. He first 
saw active service in France and Flanders, entering that theatre of operations 
on 5/10/1915 (the 9th Inniskillings landed in France as a unit in 1915). He was 
hospitalised on 4/2/1917, being evacuated from the front line to the 10th Field 
Ambulance and was posted to the 4th Labour Rest Camp on 25/2/1917. 
Lawrenson, no longer fit for front line duty, transferred to the Labour Corps on
3/11/1917 and, following periods of leave in the UK, from 9/1/1918 to 
23/1/1918 and 10/1/1919 to 24/1/1919, was finally demobilised, after 4 years 
and 48 days service with the colours. At the time of discharge he was 
diagnosed as having shrapnel wounds, sciatica and emphysema (probably as a 
result of gas poisoning). He is recorded on discharge papers as being a married
man with children.

Private Lawrenson was also entitled to the 1914-15 Star and British War 
Medal.

The 9th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers was raised at Omagh in 
September 1915, from the Tyrone Ulster Volunteers. The battalion landed in 
France in October 1915 and was still serving in France when the war ended on 
11/11/1918.

The 9th Inniskillings took part in the Battle of the Somme and suffered 
enormous casualties on the first day of that battle, 1/7/1916, the battalion being
cut down by machine gun fire from Thiepval, the battalion losing 447 officers 
and men killed, wounded and missing. The first day of the Battle of the 
Somme was a VC action for the 9th Inniskillings, the Victoria Cross being 
awarded to Captain Eric Bell.

BS3561 PRIVATE J. SINNOTT, 5TH AND 1ST BATTALIONS ROYAL IRISH 
REGIMENT. Victory Medal (7634 Private, Royal Irish Regiment). Extremely 
Fine.

Private Sinnott was killed in action, Palestine, 10/3/1918, whilst serving with 
the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment.

Medal accompanied by Commonwealth War Graves details, photocopied 
Medal Index Card and extracts from regimental history. Born Widnes, 
Lancashire, John Sinnott enlisted at Warrington and first saw active service in 
the Balkans (Gallipoli), entering that theatre of operations on 9/8/1915 (Sinnott
would have been an early reinforcement, the 5th Battalion landing as a unit on 
6/8/1915, or alternatively the date. 9/8/1915 is an error, Sinnott landing with 
the rest of the battalion). Since Sinnott's MIC confirms service exclusively 
with the Royal Irish Regiment, he presumably originally saw service with the 
5th Battalion, subsequently transferring to the 1st Battalion. 

On 10/3/1918 the 1st Battalion Irish Regiment was serving with the 30th 
Brigade, 10th (Irish) Division. During the latter half of February 1918 British 
forces advancing eastwards captured Jericho and drove the Turks across the 
Jordan. On 9/3/1918 a general advance took place on the right of the British 
front line, during which the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment played a 
prominent part. The 30th Brigade advanced as far as Ajul, which was captured 
by the Royal Irish Regiment, who were then ordered to occupy Hill K.3a on 
the north bank of the Wadi el Jib. As soon as the Turks discovered what was 
happening they opened an intense machine gun fire on the advancing men of 
the Royal Irish Regiment. Despite the severity of the opposition that they 
faced, the Royal Irish continued to advance on Hill K.3a, the battalion then 
consolidated its position until 9am on the following day, when the battalion 
was withdraw from the front line. During the two days operations around Hill 
K.3a the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Regiment lost 3 officers and 22 men killed 
and 5 officers and 83 men wounded.

£60 €72.00
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In September 1915, when Sinnott landed at Gallipoli, the 1st Battalion Royal 
Irish Regiment was still serving in France, and did not sail for the Balkan 
theatre of operations until 28/11/1915, arriving at Salonika on 5/12/1915

BS3224 GUNNER GHULAM MOHD, 25TH PACK BATTERY. Victory Medal (464 
Gunner, 25th Pack Battery). Good Very Fine.

£15 €18.00

BS3222 PRIVATE S.J. WEBB, ROYAL WARWICKSHIRE REGIMENT. Victory 
Medal (35944 Private, Royal Warwickshire Regiment). Extremely Fine.

£15 €18.00

BS2882 PRIVATE R. HILLS, ROYAL FUSILIERS. Victory Medal (24995 Private, 
Royal Fusiliers). Extremely Fine.

With photocopied Medal Index Card which confirms that Robert Hills initially 
saw service as 24995 Private with the Royal Fusiliers and subsequently as 
677034 Private with the Labour Corps. Also entitled British War Medal but not
entitled 1914 or 1914-15 Star.

£15 €18.00

BS4203 CORPORAL H.H. BRIGGS, ROYAL FLYING CORPS. Victory Medal 
(officially impressed: 19136. CPL. H.H. BRIGGS. R.F.C.). Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 3 pages of copied service papers and copied extracts 
from 1901 and 1911 census returns.

Herbert Hinton Briggs is recorded in the 1901 census return as the 5 year old 
son of Frank H. Briggs, a 40 year old dentist resident at 41 Park Crescent, 
Torquay, Devon. In the 1911 census he is recorded as a 15 year old schoolboy 
living at a boarding house, Edenhurst, Torquay, with his widowed mother and 
younger brother, Thomas. Briggs enlisted into the Royal Flying Corps with the
rank of 2nd Class Air Mechanic on 24/1/1916. He was promoted 1st Class Air 
Mechanic, 1/8/1916 and Corporal, 1/10/1916. Briggs saw service in France 
from 19/5/1916  with 70 Squadron and subsequently returned to the UK when 
he was invalided on 27/1/1917. Briggs saw service with the Royal Air Force 
on 1/4/1918 and transferred to the RAF Reserve on 12/2/1919/.

£45 €54.00

BS3290 FIRST CLASS AIR MECHANIC F. HARDIE, ROYAL AIR FORCE. Victory 
Medal (18756 First Class Air Mechanic, Royal Air Force). Extremely Fine, 
original silk ribbon.

£20 €24.00

BSM1030 BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY. WAR SERVICE MEDAL, 1914-18, 
bronze (unnamed, as issued). Few edge nicks, otherwise Good Very Fine.

Awarded to all members of the British Red Cross Society, including Voluntary 
Aid Detachment members, who had performed a minimum of one year or 
1,000 hours voluntary service during WW1 and did not receive any campaign 
medals for services rendered in respect of Red Cross war work.

£18 €21.60

BS3913 BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY MEDAL FOR WAR SERVICE, 1914-18 
(unnamed, as issued). On its original silk ribbon, as worn, and with its original 
gilt top suspender brooch bar, Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded to all members of the British Red Cross Society, including Voluntary 
Aid Detachment members, who had performed a minimum of one year or 
1,000 hours voluntary service during WW1 and did not receive any campaign 
medals for services rendered in respect of Red Cross war work.

£20 €24.00

BS3433 WW1 IMPERIAL SERVICE BREAST BADGE, original brooch fittings to 
reverse. Only light overall service wear, Almost Extremely Fine.

£15 €18.00

BS3598 SAPPER G.E. STOKES, TUNNELING DEPOT COMPANY, ROYAL 
ENGINEERS. Silver War Badge (reverse officially numbered 395031). 
Polished, Good Very Fine.

£40 €48.00
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Medal accompanied by copied extract from Silver War Badge roll 
WO329/2996, confirming entitlement to Silver War Badge. George Edward 
Stokes enlisted on 7/8/1916 and was discharged on 2/6/1918 as a result of 
sickness. He is confirmed as having served oveseas and was 39 years of age at 
time of discharge.

BS1927 SILVER WAR BADGE (reverse numbered 162984), awarded to G/42233 
PRIVATE BENJAMIN HICKMAN, LABOUR DEPOT, ROYAL WEST 
SURREY REGIMENT. Good Very Fine.

Badge accompanied by 6 pages of photocopied documents, including 
Hickman's attestation and service papers and Silver War Badge roll, which 
confirm that Hickman, a barman by trade and aged 34 years and 361 days, 
originally enlisted on 23rd February 1916 and was discharged on 12th April 
1917. Home address on service papers given as 7 Lundy Street, Fulham.

Hickman was discharged on 12/4/1917 as a result of "sickness". I suspect that 
he was considered unfit for active service, his service papers noting that his 
physical development was "rather poor", and that he had both a "slight spinal 
curvature".

Hickman did not serve overseas and the Silver War Badge was his sole service 
award.

£28 €33.60

BS4311 MECHANIC (ELECTRICAL) 2ND CLASS G.G. EARL, ROYAL NAVY. 
Naval General Service Medal 1915-62, 1 clasp, Near East (officially 
impressed: C/K. 959785 G.G. EARL. M.(E) .2. R.N.). Virtually as struck, 
mounted loose style from a ribbon brooch bar, as worn.

£85 €102.00

BS1865 MARINE O.W. DAVIDSON, ROYAL MARINES. Naval General Service 
Medal, 1915, Elizabeth II, 1 clasp; Near East (officially impressed: 
PLY/X.5220 O.W. DAVIDSON. MNE. R.M.). Extremely Fine.

£185 €222.00

BS3421 Naval General Service Medal 1915-62, 1 clasp, Iraq 1919-20. Tailor's copy 
clasp, naming details erased, otherwise attractive old dark tone, Good Very 
Fine to Almost Extremely Fine and a useful space filler..

A rare clasp, only 126 genuine clasps  issued.

£190 €228.00

BS4278 PRIVATE E.J. SHARKEY, ROYAL ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERS. General Service Medal 1918-62, Elizabeth II obverse, 1 clasp, 
Canal Zone (officially renamed, laser engraved in plain, sans serif, block 
capitals: 22518731 PTE E.J. SHARKEY R.E.M.E.). Extremely Fine and 
virtually as struck.

£150 €180.00

BS4160 PRIVATE J. BRACKENBURY, ROYAL FUSILIERS. Campaign Service 
Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed: G-150618 PTE. J. 
BRACKENBURY. R. FUS.). Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card confirming medal and clasp 
(recipient not entitled to any WW1 medals). 

£110 €132.00

BS4153 GUARDSMAN J. JONES, IRISH GUARDS. General Service Medal 1918-62,
1 clasp, Palestine 1945-48 (officially impressed: 2726728 GDSM. J. JONES. 
I.G.). Extremely Fine.

Group accompanied by copy extract from medal roll confirming medal and 
clasp.

£180 €216.00

BS4107 PRIVATE D. KELSEY, ARMY AIR CORPS (PARACHUTE REGIMENT_. 
General Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine 1945-48 (officially 
impressed: 19083551 PTE. D. KELSEY. A.A.C.). Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll confirming medal and clasp and that 

£235 €282.00
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Kelsey saw service in Palestine with the 8th/9th Battalion, Parachute 
Regiment, 3rd Parachute Brigade, 6th (Airborne) Division. The 8th and 9th 
Battalions, The Parachute Regiment, amalgamated to form the 8th/9th 
Battalion in January 1948

BS4096 THE CAMPAIGN SERVICE MEDAL 1918-62 AWARDED TO PRIVATE J. 
DONALDSON, ROYAL IRISH RIFLES, WHO SUBSEQUENTLY SAW 
SERVICE AS A CONSTABLE WITH THE ULSTER SPECIAL 
CONSTABULARY. Campaign Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp Iraq (officially 
impressed: 22955 PTE. J. DONALDSON. R. IR. RIF.). Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by two Ulster Special Constabulary silver and enamel 
shooting prize medals, one engraved "Vickers Gun Competition J. Donaldson 
1924", the other engraved "Individual Competition, Co. Armagh, 3rd Prize, J. 
Donaldson U.S.C. 1925"

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index Card and General Service Medal 
roll, both of which confirm that Donaldson did not see active service during 
WW1 (no medal entitlement) and he served during the Iraq campaign with the 
Royal Irish Rifles (medal and clasp confirmed on roll). Medal Index card gives
home address as 14 Mark Street, Lurgan, Co Armagh.

£285 €342.00

BS4040 CAMPAIGN SERVICE MEDAL 1918-62, AN OFFICIAL SPECIMEN 
MEDAL, 4 clasps, S. Persia, Kurdistan, Iraq, N.W. Persia (edge impressed in 
plain block capitals: SPECIMAN-68-GEN-5137). Very Fine to Almost 
Extremely Fine.

A complete set of clasps for Campaign Service Medals 1918-62, awarded 
during the reign of George V.

£480 €576.00

BS4030 PRIVATE ID GHULUM, TRUCIAL OMAN SCOUTS. General Service 
Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Arabian Peninsula (officially impressed: 2724 PTE. 
ID GHULUM T.O.S.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine and virtually as 
struck.

£85 €102.00

BS4029 PRIVATE H. SQUIRRELL, YORK AND LANCASTER REGIMENT. 
General Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, N.W. Persia (officially impressed: 
4736868 PTE. H. SQUIRRELL. Y. & L. R.). Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and GSM medal roll, 
confirming medal and clasp, and that Squirrell was not entitled to any WW1 
medals.

£145 €174.00

BS4028 AIRCRAFTSMAN 2ND CLASS G. PONDER, ROYAL AIR FORCE. General
Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Kurdistan (officially impressed: 343688. A.C.
2. G. PONDER. R.A.F.). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by 2 pages of copied service papers and extract from 1911
Ireland census. 

George Ponder was born in Dublin on 22/01/1889. He is recorded in the 1911 
census as the 22 year old single son of George Ponder, an employed as a "tailor
trimmer". A driver by trade, he enlisted into the Royal Air Force on 7/10/1920 
as an Aircraftsman 2nd Class (Driver) and qualified proficient as a Driver on 
31/12/1920. He saw service in Iraq from 22/4/1922, and with the Royal Air 
Force Armoured Car Company in Iraq from 10/6/1922 to 10/11/1922 and with 
the 5th Armoured Car Company, Royal Air Force, from 11/11/1922 to 
13/10/1923 (this Armoured Car posting covered the period of operations in 
Kurdistan in 1923, 19/3/1923 to 18/6/1923. Ponder subsequently saw service 

£575 €690.00
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with the Headquarters, Middle East, from 14/10/1923 to 6/11/1923, with the 
2nd Armoured Car Company, 7/11/1923 to 12/3/1927 and at Sarfand from 
3/3/1927 to 15/4/1927. He transferred back to the UK from 16/4/1927 for 
service with the Royal Air Force Motor Squadron, transferred to the Royal Air 
Force Reserve on 7/10/1927 and was finally discharged on 6/10/1937. At time 
of discharge Ponder gave a contact address in Dublin, Ireland.

BS3947 PRIVATE A.E. TRAYNOR, 2ND AND 14TH (YOUNG CITIZENS) 
BATTALIONS ROYAL IRISH RIFLES, AND ROYAL ULSTER RIFLES. 
General Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed: 5440 PTE.
A.E. TRAYNOR. R. IR. RIF.). Small contact mark to rim at 6 o'clock, partially
obscuring first initial, "A", in name, otherwise Very Fine to Good Very Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extracts from 1901 and 1911 Irish census 
returns, copied Medal Index Cards (2), and extract from WW1 campaign 
medal roll. 

Albert E. Traynor is recorded in the 1901 census as the new-born son of 
Frederick and Elizabeth Traynor, living with his parents and two sisters at 8 
Tivoli Avenue, Rathmines, Dublin (Tivoli mis-spelt "Tivoly" in copy census 
return). In the 1911 census he is recorded as a 10 year old "visitor" at 9 Tivoli 
Avenue, Rathmines, the home of John Henry Samuels. Traynor saw service 
during WW1 with the 14th (Young Citizens) Battalion Royal Irish Rifles (also 
entitled British War and Victory Medals), and in Iraq 1919-20 with the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. Medal Index card confirms subsequent service as 
7006135 Private with the Royal Ulster Rifles and gives home address as Tivoli
Cottage, Tivoli Avenue, Harolds Cross Road, Dublin.

£225 €270.00

bs3829 PRIVATE J. McCONAGHY, 1ST AND 2ND BATTALIONS ROYAL IRISH 
RIFLES. General Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed: 
25860 PTE. J. MC CONAGHY. R.IR.RIF.).  Pawnbroker's mark lightly 
scratched in obverse field to left of bust, otherwise attractively toned, Almost 
Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and extract from WW1 medal
roll, which confirm that James McConaghy first saw service during WW1 as 
9299 Private, 1st Battalion Royal Irish Rifles and subsequently as 25860 
Private, 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. Private McConaghy was also entitled
to the British War and Victory Medals (not entitled to either 1914 or 1914-15 
Star).

WW1 Soldier's Medical Records confirm that 9299 Rifleman McCunaghy was 
hospitalised on 19/1/1917 (record spells name incorrectly as McCunnaghy and 
FindMyPast transcript incorrectly give his regiment as Royal Irish Regiment, 
but a close reading of the hand written entry confirms his unit as the Royal 
Irish Rifles.)

McConaghy would have seen service in Iraq with the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish
Rifles, who saw service in Iraq 10/12/1919 to 17/11/1920 as part of 17th 
Division.

There were two James McConaghys who saw service as Riflemen with the 
Royal Irish Rifles during WW1.

(1) 12/1616 Rifleman James McConaghy, born Bushmills, Co. Antrim, who 
saw service with the 12th (Central Antrim) Battalion Royal Irish Rifles, and 
was killed in action whilst serving with that battalion on the First Day Battle of
the Somme, 1/7/1916 (entitled 1914-15 Star trio and Memorial Plaque).

(2) 25860 Rifleman James McConaghy (the recipient of this medal, his name 
variously spelt McConaghy, McConaghey and McCunaghy) saw service 

£180 €216.00
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during WW1 initially as 1/9299 Rifleman with the 1st Battalion Royal Irish 
Rifles, landing in France after December 1915 (entitled British War and 
Victory Medals only) and subsequently saw service in the 2nd Battalion Royal 
Irish Rifles in Iraq in 1920 (entitled General Service Medal with Iraq clasp). 
After seeing service in Iraq 25860 Rifleman McConaghy was issued with a 
new 8 digit service number, 7007402.

Unfortunately, during WW1, because of the similarity of their names and that 
they were serving with the same regiment, a number of clerical errors were 
made when updating the details on the Medal Index card for 12/1616 Rifleman
McConaghy. Despite the fact the the Medal Index card had been updated to the
effect that he had "died" his card continued to be updated, but with the service 
details for 25860 Rifleman McConaghy, adding the latter's WW1 service 
number, the award of an Iraq clasp and his subsequent 8 digit service number, 
giving the impression that 12/1616 Rifleman McConaghy had survived the war
and gone on to see service in Iraq. 

Medal accompanied by copied Medal Index card and medal rolls for both 
James McConaghys, copied General Service Medal roll confirming medal and 
Iraq clasp to 25860 Rifleman James McConaghy and that he later saw service 
as 7007402 Rifleman with the Royal Irish Rifles. Medal Index card and WW1 
medal roll for this man both confirm that he was also entitled to the British 
War and Victory Medals, but that both these medals were returned.
          
Medal also accompanied by various research confirming 12/1616 Rifleman 
McConaghy was killed in action during WW1 on 1/7/1916, including 
Commonwealth War Graves details, extracts from Ireland's Memorial Records 
and Soldier's Died, plus entry from  "Bushmills Heroes". 

The Irish 1911 census records and 30 year old James McConaghey in house 
94, Beersbridge Road, Pottinger, Co. Down. Possibly the recipient of this 
medal.

BS3828 PRIVATE P. KEEFFE, ROYAL IRISH RIFLES. General Service Medal 1918-
62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed, in slightly later style, slim block 
capitals: 3-8090 PTE. P. KEEFFE, R. IR. RIF.). Attractively toned, Good Very 
Fine.

With photocopied Medal Index Card and medal roll extract. 

Patrick Keeffe first saw service as 3/8090 Private, Royal Irish Rifles and 
subsequently as 7006326 Private, Royal Irish Rifles. In addition to the GSM 
with Iraq clasp, he was also entitled to the BWM and Victory Medals.

Medal Index Card notes that Keeffe's BWM and Victory were returned, in 
accordance with 992 King's Regulation 1923, which relates to medals which 
remain unclaimed, despite repeated attempts to deliver same. MIC also 
confirms BWM and Victory re-issued February 1932, Keeffe's General Service
Medal also being issued in the same month and year, the General Service 
Medal being an original issue, and not a replacement issue. Medal roll 
confirms' Keeffe's General Service Medal as being among a number of late 
issues forwarded to recipients in the late 1920's and 1930's, and as such is an 
original, late issue, rather than a replacement medal.

No indication on MIC or Medal Roll as to why Keeffe as to why Keeffe left 
the army "address unknown and  failed to take delivery of hs WW1 pair and 
GSM until the 1930's.

£190 €228.00

BS3801 BOY (LATER TRUMPET MAJOR and WARRANT OFFICER II CLASS) 
THOMAS FREDERICK HOSSELL, 4/7TH ROYAL DRAGOON GUARDS. 

£325 €390.00
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General Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine 1945-48 (7961746 BOY. J. 
HOSSELL. 4/7 D.G.). Note incorrect initial in naming details. Regimental 
number, however, is same as on medal roll, which also gives initial as “J”, 
obviously the reason that this initial was struck up on Hossell’s GSM in error. 
Good Very Fine.

With photocopied medal roll, confirming rank, medal and clasp, photocopied 
extracts from regimental journal re. Hossell, including two articles with 
photographs, and an obituary notice from The Northern Echo.

Thomas Frederick ‘“Tom” Hossell was born on 16 September 1931 in 
Sheffield, Yorkshire, and joined the 4/7th Royal Dragoon Guards in 1945, 
enlisting as a Boy (i.e. underage) Soldier. 

The regimental band had been disbanded during World War ll, but was re-
formed following the cessation of hostilities. After enlisting, Hossell was 
employed as a musician, playing the trumpet in the newly re-formed 
regimental band.

In June 1946 the 4/7th Royal Dragoon Guards were deployed to Palestine to 
quell that region's unrest resulting from post-war uncertainty and the United 
Nations proposal to partition Palestine. Initially, the band was left in England, 
but eventually was ordered to join the 4/7th Dragoon Guards in September 
1947. The 4/7th regimental band arrived in Palestine on October 2nd 1947, 
having traveled by steamer with the bands from the Kings Dragoon Guards 
and the 15th/l9th Kings Royal Hussars. The regiment remained in Palestine 
until posted to Tripoli in June 1948.

For his services in Palestine, Hossell received the General Service Medal with 
1 clasp, Palestine 1945-48. 

Hossell was promoted Bandsrnan in 1949, Lance Corporal in 1954. and 
corporal in 1955. In 1956, he was appointed the regiment’s Trumpet Major, 
before transferring to the Royal Army Pay Corps in 1959. Hossell was 
subsequently posted to the East Africa Unit Pay Office in 1959, the Pay Unit 
Team, 1st Grenadier Guards, in 1962, the Regimental Pay Office, Newcastle, 
in 1966, and was appointed Staff Paymaster HQ 3 Division in 1968. After 
being promoted Staff Sergeant on 23 March 1970, he was posted to the HQ 
UNFICYP (the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus) in May 1971 
before being sent to Bahrain one month later. He returned to England later the 
same year and was posted to the Royal Army Pay Corps Depot and Training 
Centre in November 1971. Hossell was promoted Warrant Officer II (Staff 
Quarter Master Sergeant) on 23 March 1973 before being discharged on 30 
September 1973. 

Hossell served as a 4/7th Dragoon Guards Regimental Association Branch 
Secretary in the 1990s before passing away on 17 August 1999 in Darlington, 
Yorkshire.

GSM with Palestine 1945-48 clasp rare named to an under-age “Boy” soldier.

Hossell would also have been awarded a United Nations Peace-Keeping Medal
for Cyprus.

BS3754 THE GENERAL SERVICE MEDAL 1918-62 AWARDED TO 
GUARDSMAN GEORGE GRIFFIN, IRISH GUARDS, WHO WAS KILLED 
IN ACTION DURING A TERRORIST AMBUSH IN PALESTINE ON 18TH 
AUGUST 1938. PRIOR TO JOINING THE IRISH GUARDS, GRIFFIN SAW
SERVICE AS AN UNDER AGE 16 YEAR OLD INFANTRYMAN WITH 
THE  IRISH FREE STATE ARMY. HE WAS A VETERAN OF THE IRISH 

£2320 €2784.00
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CIVIL WAR, DURING WHICH HE FOUGHT ON THE PRO-TREATY 
SIDE. General Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine (2716440 
Guardsman, Irish Guards). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied extract from 1911 Irish census return, original 
Irish Free State Army Certificate of Discharge and 5 pages of copied Irish 
Guards service papers.

George Griffin was born in the parish of St Catherine's, Dublin, on 8/12/1905, 
and is recorded in the 1911 census as being the 6 year old son of William 
Griffin, a general labourer, and living with his father, mother and four brothers 
at 27 Charleville Avenue, Mountjoy, Dublin. He enlisted into the Irish Free 
State army as an infantryman on 11/7/1922. At the time of enlistment, Griffin 
stated that he was 19 years of age, but Irish Guards service papers indicate that
he lied about his age at that time, and was actually five months short of his 
17th birthday. Griffin enlisted at the height of the Civil War, which effectively 
broke out on 28/6/1922, when Irish Free State pro-treaty troops opened fire on 
the anti-treaty garrison in the Four Courts, Dublin. After this initial outbreak of
hostilities, the situation deteriorated rapidly for the pro-treaty forces, with anti-
treaty columns advancing on Dublin from various directions. Five days before 
Griffin enlisted, 6/7/1922, the Irish Free State government issued a "National 
Call to Arms" and the title "National Army" was formalised, the 16 year old 
Griffin clearly enlisting in response to this declaration of a national emergency.
Two days later, the provisional government of the Irish Free Sate appointed a 
War Council, with Michael Collins as its Commander in Chief. The declaration
of a national emergency and the resulting surge of support for the pro-treaty 
faction of the Irish government provided them with sufficient recruits to 
successfully defend Dublin. Fighting continued throughout the country, 
however, and the conflict became a vicious civil war, with atrocities 
perpetrated by both sides, and the fighting did not end until the anti-treaty 
forces effectively surrendered, ordering a cease-fire and the "dumping of arms"
on 24/5/1923. Griffin was discharged from the army of the Irish Free State at 
Portobello Barracks, Dublin, on 25/4/1924, "time expired". His home address 
at time of discharge was given as 40 South Earl Street, Dublin.

George Griffin enlisted into the Irish Guards on 13/1/1927. At the time of 
enlistment he was 21 years and 36 days old and gave his trade as that of 
general labourer. Griffin re-engaged at Cairo on 23/2/1938 "for such a period 
as will complete 21 years service". He was killed in action six months later.

The following description of the ambush during which George Griffin was 
killed in action is taken from the Irish Guards Journal: "Excluding the many 
encounters between patrols and small gangs, and the almost nightly 
engagements between Officers, road patrols and snipers, the Battalion fought 
in six actions against rebels, and perhaps an account of one, which will long be
remembered by Irish Guardsmen, may not be without interest. At 4 p.m. on 18 
August the Brigade Intelligence Officer was driving through the hills about 
twelve miles from Nablus, escorted by one armoured car and one section from 
the Battalion mounted in a truck. On reaching Deir Bajjala, the truck, which 
was the leading escort, was blown up by a mine and at the same time came 
under heavy fire from a gang of fity at about 80 yards range. As the immediate 
result, Guardsman Griffen (sic) was killed, all the remainder of the section 
were wounded, and the Section Commander, Sergeant Millar, who was slightly
wounded in the back, received a bullet through his helmet. The machine-gun in
the armoured car jammed, the Lewis gun on the truck had been put out of 
action by a bullet, and the only weapons in the action against the advancing 
Arabs were the rifles of the Brigade Intelligence Officer, the Brigade 
Interpreter and Sergeant Millar. The situation was now extremely serious and, 
although wireless calls had been sent up for air and ground assistance, no 
immediate reinforcements could be expected. Accurate and rapid fire from 
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these three rifles, assisted by Guardsman Murphy, who, although badly 
wounded, continued to fire, did infact keep off the gang, but by the time 
reinforcements had arrived the Arabs had crept to within thirty yards and were 
being heavily engaged by Sergeant Millar with hand grenades. Two aeroplanes
arrived on the scene, one of which was shot down and both the pilot and 
observer were killed. Shortly afterwards, two armoured cars arrived, followed 
by No. 4 Company’s mobile column …"

The gang of enemy ambushers was subsequently driven off, leaving behind ten
killed. The mobile column, or S.O.S. platoon as it was known, with air support
from the Royal Air Force, drove off the Arab attackers, accounting for 15 of 
them in the process. However, during the brief encounter, one of the RAF's 
fighter planes was shot down, the pilot and observer both being killed. In order
to destroy the aircraft, its ammunition and armaments, to prevent them falling 
into the terrorists hands, Captain Michael Gordon-Watson of the Irish Guards 
ran down to the crashed plane under heavy sniper fire and set fire to it. For this 
act of gallantry he was awarded the first of his three Military Crosses. 

There is a good photograph of the scene of the ambush near Deir Bajjala and 
of the crashed and burnt RAF fighter in "Irish Guards, The First 100 Years 
1900-2000" (Spellmount Publishers, published privately for the Irish Guards, 
2000), page 85. A photocopy of these photographs accompanies the medal.

At the time of enlistment into the Irish Guards, Griffin gave as his next of kin, 
his sister, Mrs Little, of 40 South Earl Street, Dublin.

There was a George Christopher Griffin, born circa 1905, educated Hibernian 
Military Academy, who served with the Royal Army Service Corps as a boy 
soldier from January to September 1920, and who gave his next of kin as his 
sister, resident at 41 South Earl Street (next door to the address given by 
George Griffin when he was discharged from the Irish army in 1924. Possibly 
the same man or a close relative of the recipient of this medal (although the 
Irish Guardsman George Griffin gave his religion as Roman Catholic whereas 
the Army Service Corps George Christopher Griffin gave his religion as 
Church of England). Service papers for this man also accompany medal.

BS3751 PRIVATE A. MATTHEWS, 1st BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 
General Service Medal 1918-62, 2 clasps, Iraq, NW Persia, officially 
impressed (24267 PRIVATE, ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS). Extremely Fine.

With photocopied Medal Index Card, which confirms service initially during 
WW1 initally as 24267 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers and subsequently as 
7040741 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers (entitled BWM and Victory Medals, 
although there is a note on the MIC to the effect that these were returned, so 
presumably the GSM offered here is Private Matthews's sole surviving medal 
entitlement). Medal Index Card also confirms entitlement to GSM with Iraq 
and NW Persia clasps. It is not clear from the Medal Index Card why Private 
Matthews's earlier service number is impressed on his post-WW1 GSM.

£250 €300.00

BS3613 PRIVATE W. A. PERRY, SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT. General 
Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine, officially impressed (3651305 
Private, South Staffordshire Regiment). Attractively toned, scattered edge 
bruises,  contact marks and two smallish test marks to reverse rim (edge of rim
filed at 3 o'clock and 7 o'clock, partially obscuring initial "W" in naming),  
otherwise Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

£135 €162.00

bs3270 PRIVATE J.D. LYLE, 1ST BATTALION ROYAL IRISH FUSILIERS. 
General Service Medal 1918-62, 2 clasps, Iraq, NW Persia, officially 
impressed  (32506 Private, Royal Irish Fusiliers). Several edge nicks and 

£225 €270.00
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bruises, otherwise Good Very Fine. 

Medal accompanied by Medal Index Card details which confirm medal and 2 
clasps. Recipient not entitled to any WW1 medals.

BS2945 GUNNER J.J. FELLOWS, ROYAL ARTILLERY. Campaign Service Medal 
1918-62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed, 275018 Gunner, Royal Artillery). 
Almost Extremely Fine.

£80 €96.00

BS2893 PRIVATE R. O’TOOLE, THE LOYAL REGIMENT (NORTH 
LANCASHIRE). Campaign Service Medal 1918, 1 clasp, Palestine (officially 
impressed: 3854093 PTE. R. O’TOOLE. LOYAL. R.).  Heavy contacts to 
obverse and reverse at centers, edge nicks and bruises, otherwise Good Very 
Fine.

Medal accompanied by Commonwealth War Graves details. Private Richard 
O’Toole, 2nd Battalion The Loyal Regiment (North Lancashire) was 29 years 
of age when he was killed in action on 23rd January 1942, and is 
commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, column 74.

Private O’Toole was killed in action in the confused fighting that took place as 
the Japanese army swept down the Malayan peninsula, driving the British and 
Imperial forces before them. On 23rd January 1942 the 2nd Loyals formed part
of 53rd Infantry Brigade. In Johore this brigade had, since 21st January, been 
attempting to relieve the 45th Indian Infantry Brigade, which had been 
surrounded by the advancing Japanese forces. When attempts at relief failed, 
the 45th Brigade was ordered to take to the jungle and attempt to fight their 
way through to the British lines. In order to assist the fleeing elements of the 
45th Brigade, the 53rd Brigade, itself now retreating, left a rearguard behind 
which included the 2nd Loyals, to receive and direct the fleeing elements of 
the 45th Brigade. At 1.45 pm on the afternoon of 23rd January, seven enemy 
medium tanks appeared some 300 yards in front of the 2nd Loyals position. 
Lacking anti-tank guns, which had been withdrawn only two hours earlier, the 
contest that followed was inevitably a somewhat unequal one. The Loyals 
fought a fine rearguard action, officers and men of the battalion launching 
repeated solo attacks on the advancing tanks with nothing more than hand 
grenades and small arms, but they were eventually overwhelmed. Though this 
rearguard action allowed over 1,000 Australian and Indian troops from the 
45th Brigade to regain the British lines, it was at some considerable cost to the 
2nd Loyals, the regimental history  noting that in this “ill-conceived” action 
the 2nd Loyals lost over 200 men killed, wounded and missing, the battalion 
being reduced to little more than 550 other ranks standing at the conclusion of 
the action." 
 
General Service Medal roll confirms that O'Toole saw service with the 3rd 
Railway Labour Section in Palestine.

£380 €456.00

BS2807A LANCE CORPORAL R. FARMER, 15/19TH HUSSARS. General Service 
1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine 1945-48 (officially impressed, 5892445 Lance 
Corporal, 15/19th Hussars). Suspension re-pinned, otherwise Good Very Fine.

£140 €168.00

BS2790 PRIVATE F. DALE, LOYAL NORTH LANCASHIRE REGIMENT. General 
Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine 1945-58 ( 14912632 Private, 
Loyals). Good Very Fine.

£115 €138.00

BS2788 GUARDSMAN J. PEILE, COLDSTREAM GUARDS. General Service Medal
1918-62, 1 clasp, Palestine 1945-58 (2659842 Guardsman, Coldstream 
Guards). Good Very Fine.

£140 €168.00

BS2082 PRIVATE E. ATKINSON, NORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS. General 
Service Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed, 89406 PTE., 
NORTH'D FUS.). Good Very Fine.

£120 €144.00
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BS2081 PRIVATE A.T.R. KERR, EAST YORKSHIRE REGIMENT. General Service 
Medal 1918-62, 1 clasp, Iraq (officially impressed, 7816786 PTE., E. YORK. 
R.). Small edge knock to obverse rim at 7 o'clock, otherwise attractively toned 
and Almost Extremely Fine.

£120 €144.00

BS4026 CORPORAL J. QUIRKE, 1st BATTALION ROYAL ULSTER RIFLES 
(LATER 2ND LIEUTENANT, INDIAN ARMY AND CAPTAIN, 
BEDFORDSHIRE AND HERTFORDSHIRE REGIMENT). India General 
Service Medal 1936-39, 1 clasp, North West Frontier 1937-39 (officially 
impressed: 7012546 CPL. J. QUIRKE. R.U.R.). Few very minor rim nicks, 
otherwise attractively tones and Extremely Fine.
 
Medal accompanied by copied medal roll confirming medal and clasp, copied 
extracts from Indian Army Lists and London Gazette extracts.

John Quirke was born 20/8/1916 and enlisted into the Royal Ulster Rifles circa
September 1938, and saw 3 years and 299 days service in the ranks before 
being granted an emergency commission, being commissioned 2nd Lieutenant,
4th Bombay Grenadiers, Indian Army, 9/7/1942. In the post-war years, John 
Quirke, by then a war-substantive Captain, was transferred out of the Indian 
Army and commissioned Lieutenant, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
Regiment, 17/12/1948, with seniority backdated to 9/7/1942. Quirke 
relinquished his commission on transfer to the Territorial Army on 17/12/1948.
He resigned his Territorial Army commission on 17/11/1956.

£265 €318.00

OBJ4389a BAND MASTER ARTHUR DUNNING, MERCHANT NAVY. Seaman's 
pocket record book and certificates of discharge, similar format to UK 
passport, with various entries covering the period 27/7/1949 to 22/11/1963 for 
a wide variety of passenger ships, liners, etc., with Dunning being rated 
variously on the ships he was employed on as Musician, Band Master and 
Band Leader. Cover scuffed but internally clean.

Record book accompanied by copied extract 1939 Register.

Arthur Dunning was born in Liverpool on 23/5/1917. He is recorded in the 
1939 Register as a single male musician resident at 19 Jeffeneys Crescent, 
Huyton, Liverpool.

£20 €24.00

BS4235 1939-45 STAR (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Awarded for service during WW2 between 3rd September 1949 and 2nd 
September 1945

£12 €14.40

BS3009 1939-45 STAR, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded to members of the armed forces who saw active service between 3rd 
September 1939 and 2nd September 1945 inclusive.

£12 €14.40

BS3011 ATLANTIC STAR, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded for service during the Battle of the Atlantic, 3rd September 1939 to 
8th May 1945 inclusive. The 1939-45 Star had to have been earned by 6 or, in 
the case of Air Crews, 2 months active service before the qualifying period for 
the Atlantic Star could begin.

£30 €36.00

BS4236 AFRICA STAR (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Awarded for one or more days service in North Africa during WW2, between 
30th June 1940 and 12th May 1943.

£16 €19.20

BS3010 AFRICA STAR, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine. £16 €19.20
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Awarded for one or more days active service in North Africa between 10th 
June 1940 and  12th May 1943 inclusive.

BS4237 BURMA STAR (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Awarded for service in Burma during WW2 between 11th December 1941 and 
2nd September 1945.

£15 €18.00

BS2908 BURMA STAR, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine. £20 €24.00

BS4239 ITALY STAR (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine to Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Awarded for service in Sicily or mainland Italy during WW2, between 11th 
June 1943 and 8th May 1945.

£12 €14.40

BS3014 ITALY STAR, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded for service in Italy during the period 11th June 1943 to 8th May 1945
inclusive.

£13 €15.60

BS4238 FRANCE AND GERMANY STAR (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine to 
Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded for service in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany, between D-
Day, 6th June 1944, and the German surrender on 8th May 1945.

£16 €19.20

BS3013 FRANCE AND GERMANY STAR, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely 
Fine.

Awarded for service in France, Belgium, Holland or Germany, between D-Day
and the German surrender, 6th June 1944 to 8th May 1945 inclusive.

£20 €24.00

BS4240 1939-45 DEFENCE MEDAL (unnamed, as issued). Good Very Fine to Almost
Extremely Fine.

Awarded for non-combat service during WW2, including bomb and mine 
clearance.

£12 €14.40

BS3016 DEFENCE MEDAL 1939-45, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine. 
Awarded for non-operational service during WW2, 3rd September 1939 to 2nd
September 1945 inclusive.

£15 €18.00

BSM1148 BOILERMAKER  MAN SINGH, INDIAN PIONEER CORPS, 1939-45 War 
Medal,  (officially impressed: 639407 B/MKR. MAN SINGH, I.P.C.). Almost 
Extremely Fine.

£15 €18.00

BS4241 1939-45 WAR MEDAL (unnamed, as issued), cupro-nickel version. Good 
Very Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded for active service during WW2 in all operational theatres.

£13 €15.60

BS3017 WAR MEDAL 1939-45, unnamed, as issued. Almost Extremely Fine.

Awarded to full-time personnel of the Armed Forces for services during WW2,
3rd September 1939 to 2nd September 1945 inclusive, and to Merchant Navy 
personnel for the same period, provided they had served a minimum of 28 days
at sea.

£8 €9.60

BS4079 TROOPER E.L. DOWNING, 5TH ROYAL IRISH DRAGOON GUARDS. 
Queen's Korea Medal 1950-53 (officially impressed: 22524963 TPR. E.L. 

£375 €450.00
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DOWNING. 5 D.G.). Attractively  toned, Almost Extremely Fine to Extremely
Fine.

Service number indicates Downing enlisted circa October 1951

BS4372 GUARDSMAN R.B. LOWERY, GRENADIER GUARDS. Campaign Service 
Medal 1962, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 24021092 GDSM.
R.B. LOWERY GREN. GDS.). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine and 
virtually as struck. 

Service number indicates that Lowery enlisted in 1964.

Both the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the Grenadier Guards were deployed in 
Northern Ireland during the early stages of the Troubles, the 1st Battalion first 
seeing service in Londonderry, 29/12/1969 to 20/4/1970, and the 2nd Battalion
first seeing service in Londonderry, 23/8/1969 to 23/1/1970. Both battalions 
went on to take part in regular tours of duty in Northern Ireland during the 
1970s and 1980s.

£165 €198.00

BS4319 LANCE CORPORAL B.J. KINGSTON, ROYAL REGIMENT OF 
FUSILIERS. Campaign Service Medal 1862-2003, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland 
(officially impressed: 23883834 L/CPL. B.J. KINGSTON RRF.). Extremely 
Fine and virtually as struck.

Service number indicates enlistment circa November 1961. Kingston would 
thus have seen service in Northern Ireland during the early years of 
"Troubles", following the deployment of the first army units to Northern 
Ireland in 1969.

All three battalions of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers saw service in Northern
Ireland for the first time during the early 1970s, the 1st Battalion's first tour of 
duty being from 16/6/1970 to 22/10/1970 in Belfast (Shankill and Lower Falls 
districts), the 2nd Battalion from 19/10/1971 to 16/2/1972 in Belfast (New 
Lodge and Unity districts) and the 3rd Battalion from 27/1/1972 to 22/5/1972 
in Dungannon. All three battalions also saw numerous other deployments in 
Northern Ireland in the following years.

£135 €162.00

BS4317 LANCE CORPORAL M. GALLAGHAN, THE KING'S REGIMENT. 
Campaign Service Medal 1962-2003, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially 
impressed: 24177785 L/CPL. M. GALLAGHAN KINGS). Extremely Fine 
and virtually as struck.

Service number indicates enlistment circa February 1968.

Two battalions of the King's Regiment saw service in Northern Ireland, the 1st 
Battalion, whose first tour of duty was in Belfast from 1/9/1970 to 5/1/1970, 
and the 2nd Battalion, whose first tour of duty was in Belfast from 15/6/1984 
to 4/10/1984. Both battalions subsequently saw a number of other deployments
in Northern Ireland. Medal accompanied by copied extract from Colonel 
Michael Dewar's "The British Army in Northern Ireland", giving details of the 
various tours of duty carried out by both battalions.

The two battalions of the King's Regiment sustained a large number of 
casualties during their tours of duty in Northern Ireland, with 15 men from the 
regiment being killed in action, with the 1st Battalion losing seven men being 
killed, along with 42 others wounded, during a tour of duty in 1972 in Belfast.

The King's Regiment was formed on 1/9/1958 by the amalgamation of the 
King's Regiment (Liverpool) with the Manchester Regiment.

£165 €198.00

BS4198 PRIVATE L.P. LACEY, PARACHUTE REGIMENT. Campaign Service Medal
1962, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 24277218 PTE. L.P. 

£325 €390.00
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LACEY PARA). Extremely Fine.

Private Lacey's service number indicates that he enlisted circa February 1971.

Medal accompanied by copied table of post-WW2 British army service 
numbers for calculating the approximate date of enlistment of soldiers, 
originally published in the Orders and Medals Research Journal, and by copied
extracts from Michael Dewar's "The British Army in Northern Ireland" giving 
dates for the deployments  of the three battalions of the Parachute Regiment 
during the early years of the campaign there.

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the Parachute Regiment all saw service in 
Northern Ireland during the opening phase of the campaign there, the 1st 
Battalion first seeing service from 12/10/1969 to 19/2/1970, the 2nd Battalion 
from 28/2/1970 to 24/6/1970 and the 3rd Battalion from 19/1/1971 to 
3/6/1971.

On 20/1/1972 "Bloody Sunday" Paratroopers from the 1st Battalion Parachute 
Regiment shot and killed 13 unarmed civilians in Londonderry.

BS4197 PRIVATE K.C. TANSEY, PARACHUTE REGIMENT. Campaign Service 
Medal 1962, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 24291806 PTE. 
K.C. TANSEY PARA). Extremely Fine.

Private Tansey's service number indicates that he enlisted circa August 1971.

Medal accompanied by copied table of post-WW2 British army service 
numbers for calculating the approximate date of enlistment of soldiers, 
originally published in the Orders and Medals Research Journal, and by copied
extracts from Michael Dewar's "The British Army in Northern Ireland" giving 
dates for the deployments  of the three battalions of the Parachute Regiment 
during the early years of the campaign there.

The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the Parachute Regiment all saw service in 
Northern Ireland during the opening phase of the campaign there, the 1st 
Battalion first seeing service from 12/10/1969 to 19/2/1970, the 2nd Battalion 
from 28/2/1970 to 24/6/1970 and the 3rd Battalion from 19/1/1971 to 
3/6/1971.

On 20/1/1972 "Bloody Sunday" Paratroopers from the 1st Battalion Parachute 
Regiment shot and killed 13 unarmed civilians in Londonderry.

£325 €390.00

BS4187 RIFLEMAN D.A. BROWN, ROYAL GREENJACKETS. Campaign Service 
Medal 1962, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 24128064 RFN. 
D.A. BROWN RGJ.).Virtually mint state.

Service number indicates enlistment circa June 1968.

All three battalions of the Royal Greenjackets saw service in Northern Ireland 
during the early years of the Troubles, the 1st Battalion in Belfast from 
20/8/1969 to 8/12/1969, the 2nd Battalion in Ballykelly from 1/6/1971 to 
10/3/1973, and the 3rd Battalion from 29/6/1970 to 16/7/1970, stationed at 
various locations throughout the province. All three battalions saw further 
tours of duty in Northern Ireland during the coming years. The 1st Battalion 
Royal Greenjackets formed part of the emergency reinforcements that were 
posted for service in Belfast following the rioting there on the night of 14th - 
15th August 1969, when 10 civilians were killed and 145 civilians and 10 
policemen were wounded by gunfire.

£145 €174.00

BS4185 PRIVATE W. MORRIS, THE LIGHT INFANTRY. Campaign Service Medal 
1962-, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 24384085 PTE. W. 

£85 €102.00
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MORRIS. LI). Extremely Fine.

Service number indicates that Morris enlisted circa April 1976.

When Morris enlisted the Light Infantry Regiment comprised three battalions, 
all three of which saw service in Northern Ireland during the early years of the 
Troubles, the 1st Battalion first seeing service in Belfast (Ballykinler) from 
26/2/1968 to 24/4/1970, the 2nd in Belfast from 13/9/1969 to 17/1/1970 and 
3rd Battalion in Belfast from 15/8/1969 to 15/11/1968. All three battalions 
subsequently took part in further tours of duty in Northern Ireland. The 4th 
Battalion of the Light Infantry was disbanded in 1969, prior to Morris 
enlisting.

BS4179 THE CAMPAIGN SERVICE MEDAL 1962 WITH NORTHERN IRELAND 
CLASP AWARDED TO RANGER D.W. RICHARDS, ROYAL IRISH 
RANGERS, WHO ORIGINALLY ENLISTED INTO THE ROYAL IRISH 
FUSILIERS IN 1960 AND BECAME ONE OF THE ORIGINAL MEMBERS 
OF THE ROYAL IRISH RANGERS IN 1968, WHEN THE ROYAL IRISH 
FUSILIERS, ROYAL INNISKILLING FUSILIERS AND ROYAL ULSTER 
RIFLES AMALGAMATED TO FORM THE NEWLY RAISED ROYAL 
IRISH RANGERS REGIMENT. Campaign Service Medal 1962-, 1 clasp, 
Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 23841652 RGR. D.W. RICHARDS R. 
IRISH). Virtually mint state and a scarce award to one of the first recruits to 
the newly formed Royal Irish Rangers Regiment.

Service number indicates that Richards enlisted circa June 1960. 

The Royal Irish Rangers was formed on 1/7/1968, as a three battalion 
regiment, with its three battalions drawn from the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 
Royal Ulster Rifles and Royal Irish Fusiliers. Five months later, in December 
1968, the 3rd Battalion Royal Irish Rangers (Royal Irish Fusiliers) was 
disbanded as part of  general peace-time reduction of the British Army and its 
members posted for service with the remaining two battalions of the Royal 
Irish Rangers. Those remaining two battalions were amalgamated in 1992 to 
form the Royal Irish Regiment, with the existing Ulster Defence Regiment 
battalions (formed 1970) becoming the Royal Irish Regiment's Home Service 
battalions. 

Medal accompanied by copied extract from the Autumn 1968 edition of the 
Royal Irish Fusiliers Regimental Gazette, which lists Richards as among the 
men serving with the "SP" (Support Company), 1st Battalion Royal Irish 
Fusiliers, when that regiment amalgamated with the Inniskilling  Fusiliers and 
Ulster Rifles to form the Royal Irish Rangers. 

During the early years of its existence, odd men and small detachments from 
the Royal Irish Rangers saw service with other units in Northern Ireland, but 
the two battalions of the regiment did not see service in Northern Ireland in 
battalion strength until the 1st Battalion undertook a tour of duty from 
21/9/1998 to 5/2/1989 as Lisnaskea Incremental Roulement Battalion. The 2nd
Battalion Royal Irish Rangers first tour of duty in Northern Ireland was from 
10/6/1990 to 12/12/1990 as Fermanagh Roulement Battalion. 

While the 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rangers was stationed in Fermanagh, "B" 
Company was posted to South Armagh, where Ranger Cyril Smith of that 
battalion was killed in action by an IRA proxy car bomb on 24/10/1990. 

On the night of 24/10/1990, Ranger Cyril Smith and other members of "B" 
Company, 2nd Battalion Royal Irish Rangers were manning a checkpoint at 
Killeen, near the border, on the Dundalk-Newry road, when the command post 
received two telephone calls from the Royal Irish Constabulary in Newry 

£240 €288.00
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warning them that two cars had been highjacked, the second telephone call 
warning that it was suspected that the highjacked cars would be used to deliver
a large explosive device, but that the target was not known.  At 2.45am there 
was a power cut at the checkpoint, plunging it into darkness. A generator then 
kicked in, restoring some light. A yellow Toyota van arrived shortly 
afterwards, driven by James McEvoy, a local garage owner, who had been 
kidnapped by the IRA because he had done business with both the IRA and the
army. He was forced by the IRA to drive the van, filled with explosives, to the 
Killeen checkpoint. On arrival at the checkpoint, McEvoy warned the soldiers 
that there was a bomb in the van that was due to explode in forty minutes time.
Having been  alerted to the fact that the van contained a bomb Ranger Smith 
got McEvoy out of the van and took him to a place of safety. Ranger Smith 
then returned to the checkpoint to warn the other soldiers on duty there that 
there was a bomb in the van, at which point the bomb unexpectedly exploded, 
killing Ranger Smith and injuring more than a dozen of his colleagues.

Ranger Smith was later awarded the Queen's Gallantry Medal.

bs3596 FUSILIER I.M. STEADMAN, ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS. 
Campaign Service Medal 1962-2003, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (24197842 
Fusilier, Royal Regiment of Fusiliers). Extremely Fine.

Fusilier Steadman's service number indicates that he enlisted circa 1969, and 
would thus have seen service in Northern Ireland during the opening and most 
dangerous period of the Troubles.

All three battalions of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers saw service in Northern
Ireland during the early years of the campaign there; the 1st Battalion's first 
tour of duty beginning on 16/6/1970 in Belfast (Shankill/Lower Falls); the 2nd 
Battalion's beginning on 19/10/1971 in Belfast (New Lodge/Unity); and the 
3rd Battalion's beginning on 27/1/1972 (Dungannon).

£120 €144.00

BS3456 PRIVATE H.J.A. GIBBS, ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT. Campaign 
Service Medal 1962, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (24135293 Private, Royal 
Anglian). Extremely Fine.

Service number indicates enlisted circa 1968, prior to the outbreak of the 
Troubles.

Private Gibbs would have been an early participant in the Northern Ireland 
campaign, all three battalions of the Royal Anglian Regiment seeing service in 
Northern Ireland during the early years of the Troubles. The 1st Battalion 
served as the Resident Battalion in Londonderry from 23/7/1970 to 10/3/1972, 
the 2nd Battalion was stationed at Belfast from 20/10/1970 to 11/2/1971, and 
the 3rd Battalion was stationed at Hastings Street (Belfast) from 11/4/1972 to 
4/8/1972. All three battalions subsequently undertook a number of tours of 
duty in Northern Ireland.

£120 €144.00

BS4196 PRIVATE S.C. SINFIELD, PARACHUTE REGIMENT. Campaign Service 
Medal 1962, 1 clasp, Northern Ireland (officially impressed: 24219929 PTE. 
S.C. SINFIELD PARA). Small edge bruise to obverse rim, otherwise 
Extremely Fine.

Private Sinfield's service number indicates that he enlisted circa January 1970.

Medal accompanied by copied table of post-WW2 British army service 
numbers for calculating the approximate date of enlistment of soldiers, 
originally published in the Orders and Medals Research Journal, and by copied
extracts from Michael Dewar's "The British Army in Northern Ireland" giving 
dates for the deployments  of the three battalions of the Parachute Regiment 
during the early years of the campaign there.

£325 €390.00
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The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the Parachute Regiment all saw service in 
Northern Ireland during the opening phase of the campaign there, the 1st 
Battalion first seeing service from 12/10/1969 to 19/2/1970, the 2nd Battalion 
from 28/2/1970 to 24/6/1970 and the 3rd Battalion from 19/1/1971 to 
3/6/1971.

On 20/1/1972 "Bloody Sunday" Paratroopers from the 1st Battalion Parachute 
Regiment shot and killed 13 unarmed civilians in Londonderry.

BS2370 529261 FLIGHT SERGEANT M.J. DONOGHUE, ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
Campaign Service Medal, 1 clasp, South Arabia. Couple of small edge bruises,
otherwise Extremely Fine.

£80 €96.00

BS4131 MARINE ENGINEERING MECHANIC 2ND CLASS H. COOKE, HMS 
GLASGOW. South Atlantic Medal 1982, with rosette on ribbon (officially 
impressed: MEM(M) 2 C H COOKE 193399Q HMS GLASGOW). Extremely
Fine and accompanied by an undress ribbon bar and rosette.

HMS Glasgow was one of five type 42 destroyers armed with Sea Dart long 
range anti-aircraft systems that formed part of the task force put together to re-
take the Falkland Islands. Of these five, HMS Glasgow and her sister ships 
Sheffield and Coventry were among the first ships to arrive in the 200 mile 
exclusion zone imposed around the Falkland Islands. HMS Glasgow saw 
action early on in the war when, on 2/5/1982, her Lynx helicopter severely 
damaged the Argentine naval vessel Alferez Sobral. On 4/5/1982, Glasgow 
detected an Exocet missile that had been fired at the task force and warned the 
fleet. HMS Sheffield, however, failed to receive the warning and was hit, later 
sinking. This left Glasgow and Coventry as the only long-range defence for the
fleet. Following the loss of the Sheffield a new air-defence tactic was deployed
in order to maximise the effectiveness of the fleet's remaining assets. The two 
type 42 destroyers were paired with two type 22 frigates armed with the short 
range Sea Wolf missile system, Glasgow being paired with HMS Brilliant. The
pairs were then deployed well in advance of the main force in an effort to draw
attacking aircraft away from the carrier groups. The defensive plan was based 
on the idea that, if the destroyer's long range Sea Dart missiles failed to 
neutralise any threat, then the short range Sea Wolfe armed frigates would deal
with any attacking aircraft at close range. On the afternoon of 12/5/1982, a 
wave of four Argentine Skyhawk jets of "Groupo 5"  attacked Glasgow and 
Brilliant. Glasgow's Sea Dart system and anti-aircraft gun both failed, but 
Brilliant's Sea Wolf missiles shot down two Argentine planes and a third 
crashed into the sea whilst attempting to evade debris. Despite the losses from 
the first wave, a second wave of "Grupo 5" Skyhawks attacked. At this point 
Brilliant's Sea Wolf missile system also failed and the second wave of 
attackers each released three bombs, one bomb passing clean through the aft 
engine room of HMS Glasgow without exploding, but damaging the ship's fuel
systems and disabling the two cruising engines. A third wave of incoming 
Argentine aircraft was detected, but they did not engage either Glasgow or 
Brilliant. During their return to base a fourth Argentine fighter was accounted 
for, being shot down over Goose Green by the occupying Argentine forces.

The bomb that his Glasgow pierced the side of the ship about 3 feet above the 
water line on the starboard side. A damage control team quickly plugged the 
hole. The exit hole on the port side of the ship was much more difficult to 
access, as it was behind machinery and closer to the water line, so a temporary 
patch was put in place, allowing Glasgow to return to the main group, and 
eventually return home to be repaired at Portsmouth Dockyard.

Given his rank of Marine Engineer Mechanic, and that HMS Glasgow was at 
"action stations" when the Argentine fighters attacked, Cooke was probably in 
HMS Glasgow's engine room when the bomb struck.

£1200 €1440.00

PeteSheen@gmail.com Tel +353 1 6708295 www.military-medals-online.com

http://www.military-medals-online.com/
mailto:PeteSheen@gmail.com


BRITISH SINGLE CAMPAIGN MEDALS 

HOW TO SEARCH THESE PAGES :  to open the search box, press the Ctrl + F button simultaneously (on Windows computers/laptops) or press
Command (cmd) + F (on Apple Mac/OSX). The search box will drop down at the top of the screen. Input your search word or phrase to go to

the first example and click the up and down arrows to scroll to each subsequent example. If your search term is not found, 0/0 or “not
found” will appear in the search box. You can also download the entire list as a PDF to search off-line.

Back to index page

BS3521 N.E. ROBINSON, MERCHANT NAVY / ROYAL FLEET AUXILIARY 
(LATE ROYAL NAVY). South Atlantic Medal 1982, with rosette (stencil 
engraved in plain upright block capitals: N.E. ROBINSON). Extremely Fine, 
virtually as struck.

According to information supplied to me at the time I purchased this medal, 
the recipient had previously seen service with the Royal Navy, and in 1982 
was a serving member of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, and saw service during the
South Atlantic Campaign of 1982 aboard the Geest banana freighter Geestport,
one of 43 Merchant Navy ships requisitioned by the government during the 
Falklands War. However, this information may not be entirely accurate, and 
the recipient may have been a member of the Merchant Navy or a civilian. The
medal thus worthy of further research.

The Geesport, a 7,730 ton refrigerated freighter equipped with a helicopter 
pad, carried provisions and stores, and arrived in the Falklands on 11 June 
1982.

£650 €780.00

BS3974 ARMY CATERING CORPS, GOLDEN JUBILEE COMMEMORATIVE 
MEDAL, 1941-1991, bronze, 40mm, with suspension loop (no ribbon), 
obverse with two members of Army Catering Corps, one in chef's whites, the 
other in full service kit with rifle, laurel wreath to reverse (unnamed, as 
issued). Extremely Fine

£8 €9.60

BS3845 THE TYPE 2 ARMY LSGC MEDAL (ISSUE OF 1855-74) WITH 
ENGRAVED NAMING AND OFFICIALLY DATED TO THE LAST YEAR 
OF ISSUE FOR DATED TYPE 2 LSGC MEDALS, AWARDED TO 
COLOUR SERGEANT M. CLARKE, 76TH FOOT (THE POST 1880 2ND 
BATTALION THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S WEST RIDING 
REGIMENT), WHO AFTER DISCHARGE FROM THE 76TH FOOT  SAW 
SERVICE FOR SIXTEEN YEARS WITH THE 2ND ROYAL SURREY 
MILITIA. Army Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, Victoria, type 2, 
swivelling scroll suspension, small lettering on reverse (issue of 1855-74), 
(engraved in sloping serifed capitals: COLR. SERJT. CLARKE 76TH. REGT. 
1859.). Almost Extremely Fine.

This dated type 2 LSGC Medal with engraved naming dates from the brief 
transitional period when a small number of type 2 LSGC Medals, like the later 
issue type 1 LSGC Medals issued before them during the period 1847-58, were
regimentally or depot engraved with the recipient's details. It also dates from 
the final year, 1859, during which the type 2 LSGC Medals were dated with 
the year of award (Fred B. Larimore, in his "The Army LSGC Medal", OMRS 
Publications 2014, page 185, gives the cut-off date for dated type 2 LSGC 
Medals as 1859).

Medal accompanied by copied extract from 76th Foot LSGC Medal Roll, 
confirming award in 1859 to 1831 Colour Sergeant Matthew Clarke, Colour 
Sergeant Clarke being the first man from the 76th Foot to be recommended for 
an award in 1859, the recommendation being made by the commander of his 
regiment on 18/4/1859, and the award being accompanied by a £10 gratuity 
(the largest gratuity awarded during 1859 to an LSGC recipient from the 76th 
Foot, the other six recipients of an LSGC Medal from the 76th Foot during 
1859 only receiving £5 each). 

Medal also accompanied by 4 pages copied service papers and census return 
extracts for 1871, 1881 and 1891. 

Matthew Clarke was born in the parish of Southam, Warwickshire. He enlisted 

£285 €342.00
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into the 76th Foot at Romsey, Hampshire, on 15/9/1840. At the time of 
enlistment Clarke gave his trade as bricklayer. Service papers record Clarke as 
having been promoted Corporal, 11/8/1843, Sergeant, 1/4/1846, and 
Quartermaster-Sergeant, 11/1/1860 (no record in service papers re date of 
promotion to Colour Sergeant, but this would presumably have been in or prior
to 1859, given that he is recorded as having been a Colour Sergeant on both his
LSGC Medal and the LSGC Medal roll, and that the medal was awarded in 
1859, named to him as a Colour Sergeant). Clarke was discharged, with the 
rank of Quartermaster Sergeant, at Aldershot, on 11/12/1862. In addition to 
service at home, he saw service in the Mediterranean for 5 years and 4 months,
and in North America for 4 years and 4 months. He was discharged "to out-
pension at his own request, having completed 21 years service" (actual service 
amounted to 22 years and 99 days). Clarke's conduct whilst serving was 
described as having been "excellent" and he was recorded as having "never 
been tried by Court Martial nor recorded in the Defaulter Book". At the time of
discharge Clarke was 43 years of age and gave his intended place of residence 
as Guildford, Surrey. After discharge, he saw service for 16 years with the 
Militia Staff, 2nd Royal Surrey Militia, his service papers noting an increase in
pension in 1879 in respect of this additional service. The LSGC Medal was 
Clarke's sole medal entitlement.

Matthew Clarke is recorded in the 1871 census as being a 48 year old 
Quartermaster serving with the 2nd Royal Surrey Militia and living with his 
wife (born Fermoy, Ireland) and four sons  at the 2nd Royal Surrey Militia 
Depot in the parish of Friary, Guildford. In the 1881 census Clarke is recorded 
as a 58 year old discharged soldier living with his wife and youngest son on 
Queen's Road, Guildford, Surrey. At the time of the 1891 census he was still 
living on Queen's Road with his wife and youngest son. 

There is a discrepancy in the ages recorded for Clarke in the documents 
referred to above. When he was discharged from the regular army in 1862 he 
stated that he was 43 and would therefore been born circa 1819 and been about
21 years of age when he enlisted in 1840. However, in the 1871 census he is 
recorded as being 48 years old, which would imply that he was born circa 
1823 and would have been 17 years of age when he enlisted. Probably claimed
to be older than he was at time of enlistment, so as not to be classed as a "Boy 
Soldier" at a lower rate of pay.

bs3642 THE VISIT TO IRELAND MEDAL 1911 AWARDED TO CORPORAL 
WALLACE, ROYAL IRISH RIFLES. Visit to Ireland Medal, George V, 1911 
(contemporary engraved naming: 8469. Cpl. Wallace. R.I.R.). Attractively 
toned, Almost Extremely Fine.

A rare award of the 1911 Visit Medal to a soldier, the majority of these medals 
having been awarded to policemen (Royal Irish Constabulary and Dublin 
Metropolitan Police) and other civilian recipients.

Service number engraved on edge of medal indicates that Wallace was a 
member of one of the regular battalions of the Royal Irish Rifles.  He could not
have been a member of the 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion, since the 
numbering series for members of that battalion had only reached 6457 by July 
1914. Likewise, the 4th and 5th (Extra Reserve) Battalions can also be 
excluded, since the numbering series for those two battalions had only reached
6700 for the 4th and 5297 for the 5th by the time was was declared in 1914. 
Since the 2nd Battalion was stationed in Burma at the time of the 1911 Royal 
Visit, Wallace was presumably a member of the 1st Battalion, that was serving 
in England at that time, and detached to take part in the ceremonials 
surrounding the Royal visit to Ireland, or serving at the Regimental Depot in 
Belfast, and likewise detached for service.

£225 €270.00
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Soldier's Papers for Corporal Wallace not traced. Also, he is not recorded as 
having seen service during the Boer War (not recorded on any of the medal 
rolls for the Royal Irish Rifles), nor is there any record of a WW1 Medal Index
Card for him. Corporal Wallace therefore presuably saw peace-time service 
with the Royal Irish Rifles during the period between the Boer War and WW1.

BS3413 RIFLEMAN H. LANE, 3RD BATTALION KING'S ROYAL RIFLE CORPS. 
Delhi Durbar Medal 1911, officially engraved (8207 Rifleman, 3rd Battalion 
KRRC). Attractively toned, Extremely Fine.

120 Delhi Durbar Medals 1911 to the KRRC,  7 officers and 113 men.

With photocopied Medal Index Card, which confirms subsequent service with 
the KRRC during WW1. Herbert J. Lane first saw active service in France, 
entering that theatre of operations on 8/6/1915. Medal Index Card notes that he
was discharged, but no date given (entitled 1914-15 Star trio)

£125 €150.00

BS4074 PRIVATE W.E. TACK, 6TH BATTALION MIDDLESEX REGIMENT. Two: 
Queen's South Africa Medal, 1 clasp, Cape Colony (officially impressed: 995 
Pte. W.E. TACK, MIDDLESEX REGt.); Army Temperance Association, 
Bronze Cross, 1893, For Six Months Sobriety. Attractively toned, Good Very 
Fine to Almost Extremely Fine.

Medal accompanied by copied medal roll, confirming Tack saw service with 
the 6th Battalion Middlesex Regiment in South Africa and that the QSA with 
Cape Colony clasp was his sole medal entitlement, along with a copied extract 
from "History of the Militia", giving details of the services of the 6th Battalion 
Middlesex during the Boer War.

£145 €174.00
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